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Parents frequently underestimate the importance of
their role in the child’s learning process. One very impor-
tant function of the parents is keeping a keen and sensi-

tive watch for factors that affect the child’s ability to func- by

tion. . :

One factor is the emotional climate. Is there a quiet
place for studying without interruptions? Does the child
feel secure? Is his/her self-concept a healthy one? Does
he/she relate well to his/her siblings? How does he/she
view the parent’s relationship to each other? Does he/she
have good reason(s) to consider his/her parent’s relation-
ship a secure, pleasant and loving one? Does he/she feel
safe and unthreatened enroute to school? Does he/she
consider himself/herself accepted by his/her peers? Does
he/she consider himself/herself successful in the class-
room? Are his/her efforts acknowledged? Is he/she in-
cluded in playground activities?

If the answer to these questions is yes, your child is
probably ready to join the ““achievers.” If there are one
or more no’s, you may have a very important job to do.

What could make a child feel insecure? Loud and sud-
den noises (especially small children), hostility directed
toward him or between people near to him (especially
his/her parents), illness or loss of someone near to
him/her, distressing conversations, violent or wierd
movies on television shows, relocating the family, finan-
cial problems, a low self-concept, a feeling that he/she is
not as well liked as his/her siblings — all may contribute
to a feeling of insecurity.

Any wise and prudent parent can help a child to
develop a good self-concept. Accentuate the positive,
minimize the negative. Point out good qualities, but
truthfully. “You have a pretty smile,” is a good opener.
Look for something positive to help cultivate.

If your child considers a sibling to be a “natural
enemy,” try to examine the situation objectively. There
may be room for improvement on both sides. A wise and
fair parent can help to develop a wholesome relationship
that can be very important in the future.

Many children find it difficult to concentrate on studies
if the parent’s relationships appear to be in trouble. If the
child perceives this to be so, he/she may suffer from feel-
ings of insecurity, threats of abandonment, guilt,.shame
or just plain fear.

A sixth grader may look like a giant to a child in kinder-
garten. Does he/she encounter threats on the play-
ground?

Most schools have carefully monitored recess periods
and all children who want to play may do so.

If the child is provided a quiet place to study, he/she is
less likely to be discouraged when the assignment gets
difficulty.

And don’t we all enjoy an encouraging word? Let the
child know that someone cares about his efforts both in
and out of school.

All of the above may contribute heavily to a child’s
success in school.
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Lou Tabat, constable
of the North Las Vegas
township, has recently
been nominated for the
national Constable of
the Year 1882-83. Tabat.
president of the Na-
tional Constables As-
soclation, was seiected
a sihx-member com-
mittee of that organiza-
tion.

Al Lefcourt, ex-
ecutive secretary of the
selecting committee
sald, “Tabat, who has
been constable for 14

years hae baen very ac-
e ——
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FLOWER KORNER .

Watching Out
For Nevada’s Concerns
in ..

More jobs, cleaning-up crime, strengthening our economy
and health care for our elderly. These are just a few problems
shared by most Nevadans.

Jim Santini is a strong voice in Washington on the issues
that affect us most . . . because for Jim . . . Nevada Comes

First.
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