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Las  V e g a s  G a y ,  L e s b i a n ,  B i s e x u a l
and

T r a n s  g e n d e r  A r c h i v e s  
O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  I n t e r v i e w

w i t h
H . E d w a r d  " E d d i e "  A n d e r s o n

c o n d u c t e d  b y  

D e n n i s  A l e  B r i d e  

O c t o b e r  1 1 - 1 4 ,  2 0 0 0

7o<7ay A Ubr7ae^r7ay, October 77, 2000 aa<7 7'w .s;7/wg wbA E<7<7/'e Hno'er,ww w 4 
7^aw7?ow P/ace,l w/?;c/? ;'.s* tbe gay aa<r7 /e.sb/aa center w 7?eao. Hb're ,s7art/ag a .serA.s o/ 
wArv/ew.s' tor7ay tba7 way /a.st /7?e re.st o / /7?e weeTr—aar7 tAey way go or? wAer? 7?e oowe.s* 
<7oww ?o 7,a,s Cega.s* /or a v/,sO w a  7?7/7e w/?;7e.

7?w" 6e/ore we .star? /7?e w7erv?'ew 7 war?/e<7 /o a.si yoa, Er7c7?'e, to te// we agaw, 7?r?'e/7y, 
aOoa7 a cowwea7 t7?at wa^ waJe to yoa Oy ar? act?'v?'.st t/?at we ,spoAe a/?o??t over <7waer 
very recer?t/y. 7b t/?e e^ec7 that you <7?<7a 7 <7o ar?ytb?r?g w yoar /;/e a.s a gay act;v?.st, aar/ 
they're Jo?r?g a/7 /Oe ;wyortaot /Owg,s* r?ow.

John Kline. 1 met John Kline, 1 believe, in '94 during the Oregon Citizens Alliance 
[fight].2 You have to kick start me. 7'w o/<7! [/a??g7?,s] If  it isn't Alzheimer's, my mind 

stops. So, help me with dates. But John Kline— 1 met 'im during the Oregon Citizens 

Alliance and I've kept contact with 'im through the years. He's more or less kept in 

contact with me as I've gone on to other things and he's called several times. Recently he 

called me one day and we were talking because he knows that 1 was supporting Question 

2.3 And we'll get into why I do that and why 1 resent being called a hateful bigot as well

1



as others being broad-brushed as hateful bigots. But your question about Kline— his 

comment was, "WeH, Eddie, you know, after aH, the people today accomplished a lot of 

things and you and you guys, you guys didn't accomplish aHyf/?;Mg. You got nothin' 

done." And that really hurt. That hurt. I resented the remark and 1 cut the conversation 

short. I said, "Well, John, I've gotta go." 'Cause I thought, you know, I'm not gonna sit 

here . . . .  I'm at a place in my life where I'm not about to have to defend m yself anymore. 

He sort o f brought home a rem ark that Merle Haggard^ once said when a guy stood 

outside his dressing room and the guy told 'im [/m'/M/cv <3 .wMtAer/i Jraw /], "I gotta meet 

Merle," he says. "I just gotta m eet Merle. I got every record he ever .yang, 1 got every 

record he ever w a& , every album he ever p a t oat, every gold piece he's ever stood for. 

And all the CDs. Gotta let me meet 'im. Before he retires."

And the man says, "WeH, !emme go ask 'im." And when he asked 'im, he said, "The 

guy outside wants to m eet you, Merle. He's been a fan all your life, got all your records, 

all your songs, gone to every concert, hasn't missed a beat!"

So John Kline's comment was alm ost what Merle Haggard reminded me I wanted to tell 

'im: "Mr. Kline, you know at this point in my life I think I've met just about everybody 

I'm supposed to for one lifetime."

But I like John.

Tay Eegay C;Yy Z//e, November 2, 2000, p. 12
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Bn/ Anowwg 0A0M/ yoM wAo/ / Jo /n /Ae Ar/e/ //we /'ve Aoowo yoM, V /A/oA /Ao/ /Ao/'.s- o 

very//we pre/oce /o opew /Ae /oterv/ew wAA. Jw J peop/e w/// Ae oA/e to /MJge Ay /Ae //we 

we get /o /Ae ewJ q/*/AA /M.s/ Aow wrong Nr. Â /we wov.

.So. Ze/'  ̂.s/or/.

/ o/woy^ *̂/or/ //r.s/ Ay o.sA/og wAere yon were Aorw owJ wAew yon Aorw.

1 was born December 5, 1946 in San Antonio, Texas. My grandparents ran a hotel 

called the Western Inn for the W estern Pacific Railroad in Winnemucca, Nevada. As 

soon as 1 was born, 1 was in an orphanage. Actually, my mother^ died five weeks after 1 

was bom  of tuberculosis, TB. And 1 went to an orphanage.

ITAere wo.s yo:/r /o/Aer?

He was in the army at Fort Sam Houston, at Texas. He was in the Dental Corps. And he 

made teeth. He was a dental technician and made teeth. And after my mom died and all 

of this— 1 was much too young to remember! [/oMgA^]— 1 remember somewhere being 

told 1 had gone to an orphanage. I lived there for two years and nine months and 1 was 

two years and nine months old when my grandmother and grandfather got on a train from 

Winnemucca, rode the train to San Antone to get me out o f this orphanage. 1 have to 

laugh to this day. I can see my grandmother tellin' me about riding across the desert on 

the train and I'm sitting on her lap and I see a bunch o f cowboys rounding up cows out in 

the wherever and she said the first word I ever said to her— 'cause 1 was so silent—was 

"Ride 'em cowboy!" [/oMgA,s] Little did 1 know that ... ! [/oMgA.s] Took me forty years to 

rope one! [/oMgA,sj

Anyway, yeah, San Antonio, Texas, and came to Winnemucca and 1 lived there until 

1954 at the Western Inn, at this little hotel they ran for the Western Pacific Railroad in 

Winnemucca. My grandfather was an Elk and he died and I remember the flags lowered 

at half staff in W innemucca and the town literally shut down.

ITAo/ were your gro/?r^ore/!A' wowes?

My grandmother's name was Laura and my grandfather was Grandpa Ed. In fact, my 

middle name is Edward. 1 go by Eddie, 1 go by his name, my Grandfather Ed. 'Cause I'm 

named after my father and my father's name is Harry. Little did 1 know that one day I'd be 
holding MgA/ Court! 6 [/oMgA,s j
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ffcre ;/;e,se y o M r p a r e n t ?

Yeah, my father's parents. I never knew my mother's side o f the family at ait. It was 

years, years iater when i was in my 20s that one day 1 heard about my mother's sister in 

San Antone named ... . She stiii iived there. In fact, one day I got the San Antonio phone 

directory, I got information and I called her on the phone. She told me all about my father 

and she told me about my mother. The pictures o f my mom and everything. I know my 

life would've been different had she lived. [?ear.y] I know it would have been a /o/ 

different. She graduated from the University o f Chicago. She was highly educated, music 

was her major ... . [vo;ce /roz'As' awuy]

ToM .s'o;'<7yoMf* fvAs*eJyoM MM?;/ 7934?

Yeah. And then my grandfather died and I went to the funeral and everything. And 

1954 is when 1 saw my father for perhaps, maybe, the second time in my life at that point. 

1 was really young at the time. I was, what, maybe eight or nine. But, anyway, he came to 

me and next thing I know I was on a train with my father, he took me away from my 

grandmother who stayed back in Winnemucca. And 1 went with my dad to Stockton, 

California. It was in Stockton, California, 1 was there about a week with my dad, and he 

had remarried to a woman named Ruth. And my dad took me to a place called the 

Children's Home of Stockton, [tear.?, vo;ce I was in the Children's Home of

Stockton ....

If7 ?y ;/ / ; /  /?e pM /yoM  ;'M ;/?e CA;7<7reM ',s TTow e?

I dunno. He thought it best. 1 don't know. It was later on in life that 1 finally came to 

terms with my father. c/?<7Mg&s .w/yec/] I lived there for 1 don't know how long.

Couple o f years, 1 think. That's where 1 ... . [,so/).s] 1 was interested at that time in why 

they had schools far kids, why there were such places as homes for kids and all the time I 

wanted to live with my [grand]mother. My father and Ruth, 1 think, separated, divorced 

or something. He had come on occasion to visit me and take me out to dinner. 1 can't 

remember the place, but he'd take me to a place for dinner that made home-made 

blackberry pie. And If I ate all my dinner, I got a piece o f blackberry pie. I was there [at 

the Children's Home] and I left. My grandparents finally came to get me. My 

grandmother remarried to a man named A1 Evans. Alfred Evans was a good man. I went 

to live with him for awhile, he and my grandmother, in Roseville, California where he
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worked for the railroad. Before that, he worked in Sparks for, tike, thirty-seven years. 

And then he came to RosevUle. Before he died, he had had a totai o f fifty-seven years of 

service with the Southern Pacific [Rai!road] as a master mechanic. Here was a guy that 

worked hard, took the eariy bus, piayed by the ruies, and had a third-grade education—  

but had more )ove and sense o f  compassion. [paay^y to cry] He had common sense. He 

had common sense. He taught me that life hoids a purpose.

My grandmother and my grandfather at that time . . . .  God, I was going to grade school, 

Vernon Street School. And that was my first real experience with people who were 

different than me in co/or. f remember two events in my life, living with my 

grandparents. My grandfather was a strong union man, for one thing. And I remember 

him telling me 1 will walk the picket line with him. "Bring a lunch, Boy! We're gonna 

walk. And we're gonna walk for workers' rights. We're gonna walk for a thing called 

j*MVicc."

"What's justice, Granpa?"

"Someday, son, you're too young to know. But one day you'll know."

And 1 found m yself marching with my grandfather in a picket line when they went on 

strike against the railroad. I don't remember the year. 1 remember the event, ft was in that 

same period that my grandmother also demanded o f me that i bring a lunch and walk 

with her one day. "We're gonna march with a bunch o f women."

1 said, "You gotta be kidding. Grandma, i don't wanna march with women. Women and 

girls scare me."

"You'll get used to it."

Little did i know that we were marching that day in the city downtown, the main drag, 

for equal rights for women. This was before the ERA was even /?ear<? of. A bunch of 

women got together in town. 1 think it had something to do with the anniversary of 

Women's Suffrage or something.

"Grandma, what's suffrage?"

She says, "Well, you're gonna learn what <SM̂ cr means and you're gonna learn what the 

yM^rage was. You're too young now, son, but I'll explain it to you one day. Meantime, 

you're gonna march with me and it's about women's parity."

"Parity, Grandma. What's parity?"
"You'll find out, son, what that means one day."

God! W ords kept coming into my mind and 1 was building up a vocabulary.

My grandparents got into an automobile wreck just outside Sacramento. They both 

lived, but they were both in the hospital pretty serious. And my dad came back on the 

scene to get me. And I'll never forget it. 1 believe it was Wednesday, March 15 or 14,
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1958. We pulled up outside this building in Stockton, California, with my uncle.7 My 

uncle was riding, my dad was driving. I was sitting in the back seat, [my dad says], "You 

wait here. Don't you get out o f this car. I'll be right back." An hour or so later my uncle 

and my dad came out o f this building and they were arguing. And my dad says, "OK, 

scoot over." So he got in the car and we drove out in the country. We drove up to this 

place called Peterson Hall. 1 didn't know at the time, but that was a juvenile hall facility. 

It was a juvenile facility, it was /Mrem'/e hall. But they had a unit there that was not lock 

down, that was not for kids, as 1 learned because 1 was not a bad kid. 1 remember my 

uncle arguing with my dad, "Why are you doing this?" And my dad taking me by the 

hand and walking in this building and this man and this woman coming out and taking 

me by the hand and walking me down a long hall that had green tile and black stripes 

along the floor. And [1] kept looking back and [saw] my dad and my uncle walking away. 

And little did 1 know 1 was going to be put in this place, Peterson Hall.

I remember at night, even though the doors were locked, going to the window and 

hanging onto the screen. There was a crack in the window and the night air could come 

through from the outside. For some reason the air smelled different. The air on the 

outside was the scent o f freedom, [/ears, vo/'ce weaker?,s] The inside, the air, a sense of 

confusion. ... I didn't know where 1 was going or what was gonna happen.

1 stayed there for awhile and I went to school there and 1 remember the white t-shirts 

and the jeans and the tennis shoes. Converse^ with the high tops.

If7?erc wa.s' Pe/ersoM /Va//?

It was in Stockton, California. San Joaquin County.

1 don't remember dates or how long, but one day they came to me and said, "We're 

gonna put you in another home. W e've found another home for you."

Wow. Lucky me. [/aMg/M] 'Bout three miles down the road, which, at the time, 1 

thought was a far away pace and a long ways. 1 remember getting my paper bag with my 

clothes and the things 1 owned, [cr/as] It was in Lathrop, California, which is right out of 

Stockton, a place called Mary Graham Hall. It was at Mary Graham Hall, [paM,s*g.s-]

I gotta stop a second, gotta go back to my grandmother. 1 remember coming home 

when 1 lived with my grandma and grandpa Al, 1 came home from school one day. 

[/<7Mg/?.s] Had a black eye and my shirt was all torn. 1 tried to sneak in the house and my 

grandma said, "Look at you! W hat happened to you?"

"I got in a fight, Grandma."

"Why?"
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"1 durtno. I called this little boy a digger."

And she told me, she says, "You know, I'm not so concerned about the shirt and the 

tom pants and your black eye. 1 w ant you to sit down in that chair."And she said, "Who 

told you this word?"

And 1 told her, "1 heard the other boys at school." [cr; ê,s] It was my first lesson in 

mutual respect and she came down on me. 1 was to never use that word again. And the 

next day 1 was to go to school and apologize. And we became friends. That little boy and 

I, we ended up friends. Mike and I ended up friends and we ended up together from that 

moment on fending off all the other bullies in school. N ot that 1 was a bully, but 1 got 

caught in a trap and 1 didn't understand. 1 guess kids'll be kids, but, GoJ! You sure learn 
in a hurry.

But in Mary Graham Hall 1 had Mr. Hansen, he was my sixth grade teacher. Fifth or 

sixth grade teacher, sixth grade teacher. He was a nice man. Mr. Hansen. We had a 

school play, it was a Founder's Day play. Went to school— public school. French Camp 

Elementary. He was my sixth grade teacher. Mr. McPharlan was the school principal. 

George McPharlan. 1 really got close to Mr. McPharlan and Mr. Hansen. They sort of 

took me under their wing. 1 realized years later when 1 saw Mr. McPharlan for the last 

time, he said, "I knew in the sixth grade that you were made o f something that was 

different than others." And he says, "That's probably why Mr. Hansen and 1 took a liking 

to ya." I'd go to their houses for dinner with their families and their wives and their 

children. It was a great experience.

But I'll never forget the school play. 1 didn't realize 1 had the lead part. And it took 

years later to realize that 1 had the lead part in the play. 1 had a sense o f memorizing back 

then and that's when I would pick up quotes and 1 would memorize events and memorize 

things. And today, o f course, 1 have to write everything down.. Even my dog is a step 

ahead o f me today!

But 1 remember that. And 1 remember they encouraged me to go for my dream and 

what was it. At that time 1 wanted to be priest. 1 wanted in my heart o f hearts to be a 

priest. 1 wasn't quite yet baptized. So the San Joaquin County Social Services 

Department— Mrs. Adamic was my social worker. Jerry Adamic was her husband. 1 don't 

remember her first name. [,wAs] 1 remember 1 wanted to be priest. But you can't be a 

priest if  you're not a Catholic.

/fa<? yoM Ace?? o#eH(#Hg ony J  o f  c/?MrcY?
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Yeah. I'd go to mass every Sunday. Gotta go to mass. It wasn't about just sharing the 

sacraments or saying mass. It was about the idea that you could do good. [p<rvM.se.s' to cry]

Do yoM wont to vto/j /o r o wtm/tc?

It was the kind o f good that my grandmother ....

[Ike .sAot tAe recorder o /f/or o/cw  /no/nent.s' .so D&A'e con co/w/;o.se A/tn.sc//]

It was the kind o f good that my grandmother and my two grandfathers had instilled in 

me. And had told me about. I knew that somewhere in this world that there was maybe a 

parish or a country church that was right for me. So that I could help kids that were a lot 

like me find a sense o f stability and belonging. And not all the world was like my father 

or was cruel or had no sense o f  fairness. That the world wo,s good.

1 left there one day after several months— I was so proud of myself, 'cause at that point 

I was starting to develop what I became in life. .S'cn.s;7;vc. 1 left Mary Graham Hall and 

went to a foster home out in the country in the same part o f Lathrop, California, out of 

Stockton again. 1 went to live with a couple o f old folks, they had a couple o f kids.

H%<2f were fAe;'r nr/we,s?

I don't remember. I remember Mrs. Beatty, living in Winnemucca, living in her house 

once. She baby-sat me. Marian Grauvogel,9 great teacher, taught me at Winnemucca 

Elementary School when 1 lived with my first grandfather and grandmother. I went to 

W innemucca Elementary. Marian Grauvogel was my teacher. I remember going to the 

Catholic Church on Sunday and hurrying up with mass so I could run across to the 

Episcopal Church on the other corner and get the doughnuts. 1 was a great one for 

doughnuts. And then 1 got guilty. I thought, "God, I'm only going to two churches. 

Maybe it's not enough! [AwgAYl and maybe it's 'cause o f the doughnuts!"

But 1 remember Lathrop and living on this farm with these people. They had a milk 

farm with all these cows and this man was nice. He says, "I'm gonna teach ya, Boy, the 

art o f your hands and teach you the blessings o f hard work." So I'd get up every morning 

at four o'clock, get dressed, and we'd go to the barn and it was my job to shovel shit. So 

I'd clean up after cows. And then I'd wash it down with a hose and then I'd get my little 

stool and I'd sit next to him while he pulled the tit and milked the cow. We'd go around 

and milk all those cows. Yeah, that was great work. I'll never forget the day 1
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found a field mouse. I kept it in a tin can and thought I could keep it alive and it died. 1 

felt so bad that we took it out in the middle o f the field and we buried it, one of the kids I 

was livin' with. I can't remember the[ir] names. Anyway, I felt bad. [/r/MyA.s] We said a 

little prayer over this dead mouse and we buried 'im. Swore up and down for years that 

little mouse went to heaven.

One day my dad and my grandparents came to visit me. I begged 'em to take me home.

1 couldn't go home. And they left.

D;'J t/?ey ever g;'ve yoM a rea.ww wAy tAey woM/(?M Y ?aAre yoM /?owe?

I was a ward o f the court, for one thing. At that point, I was a ward o f the court and the 

court would not allow me ... . 77?ey were in charge now. And my grandparents were really 

up in age. So Mary Graham Hall to the foster home. And one day the social worker, Mrs. 

Adamic, shows up, she says, "Do 1 have a surprise for you!"

I thought, Oh, w/?oopee. "I get to bring my little brown bag again and my clothes, 

right?"

"Yeah."

This time, instead o f three shirts for me, 1 had four or five shirts and an extra pair of 

socks or so. That's what I added to my collection o f what 1 owned at that point in life. 1 

got in her car and she says, "We're gonna take a trip and it's a long trip but you'll like it 

where you're goin'. You're gonna go to a place in Watsonville, California, it's called Joe 

Amrine's Boys Ranch.

"Oh, boy, lucky me."

So 1 went off to Joe Amrine's Boys Ranch in Watsonville, California. It's in the Santa 

Cruz Hills, like in the little town o f Freeman, which is right out o f Watsonville. And it's 

right on the coast. And little did 1 know it would be at that place ... . 1 spent a couple of 

years there.

If I can go back. When 1 was at Mary Graham Hall, when I went to the judge with Mrs. 

Adamic. She says, "We're gonna go down, see the judge in Stockton." We got to the court 

house to see the judge and the judge invited me into his office. He let me sit next to him. 

And the judge said, "So you want to be a Catholic?"

And 1 said, "Yes, sir."

He says, "Why can't you be a Catholic now?"

1 said my father wouldn't let me.
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And he says, "WeH, I'm gonna sign this order, this piece o f paper." And he showed me 

his signature. [wo/;'o?M signing A A rmwe] He says, "This is gonna be your paper that 

aiiows you to go out at your young age and you want to be baptized."

1 says, "Yeah." And I found out the judge atso was a parishioner at St. Mary's, oid St. 

Mary's Cathedra! in Stockton. Old St. Mary's Church in Stockton on Washington Street. 

Joe Artisi was my godfather. He worked for the church and he had a bookstore, a 

religious bookstore. Hi never forget. It was, like, that was the greatest day in my iife. It 

was so important to me. It was so important. God, I was so happy! When I got to Joe 

Amerine's Boys Ranch, I got involved at that time as an aitar boy. Now I couid serve 

mass. I couid serve the priest. I couid be a part o f the ceremony, the rubrics of the mass. 

GoJ! Yeah. God, I was so excited about mass. I lived from Sunday to Sunday. And I 

remember studying the Latin. The Latin came easy. I remember studyin' the Latin, the 

Do?m'MMS vo&AcMws and the F t  CMW sp/'r;tM tMOS. Yeah. I remember P<3/er uo.stcr, <?M/ cs w 

cc/e/A. I remember those.10

7%at 7waFes /??e u'<rwt to o,sT tAe (/Mcst/on—yoM ZzecMwe CotAo/ic, yoM wo?zteJ to <Vo t/?e 

A/PJ o / g o o J  t/?ot go or groMctwotAcr owr/ groM<r//otAcr AoJ w.s/zV/eJ w yoM. ITAot wo.s* yoMr 

MMcAr.s/OMct/Mg o / t/?c wore metaphysical .sz'<?e o / tAe Cot/?o//c re/tgtoM? To Mr 

MM&r.s'tof?<P'Mg o/ uFot G oJ A onr/ yoMr re/ot/'oM.sA;'  ̂wttA?

I was toid from the very beginning everything was God's work. Everything had a 

purpose. Somebody was in charge. Somebody made these things happen. What w w  

confusing— I couidn't quite answer it, but 1 was wiiiing to say, "Give me some time and 

I'M find out."— was why the human suffering, if  God is aii mercifui and ail ioving and ail 

understanding, how could he aliow war and distress? Despair? The human suffering. And 

i never quite understood that. I probably, you know, don't really even quite understand 

that today.

DA/ yoM re/ote t/?ot ^Mc.st;'oM to yoMr own /z'/e, w/zz'c/z /?o<T Acer? very /zorJ?

Yeah. I came up with the conclusion that we all have a cross to bear as part o f our own 

human sacrifice to get there. He doesn't give us anymore than we can handle. I still 

believe that today, although I don't really practice a whole great deal. But I believe that. 

Trust me, if 1 was gonna die tomorrow and 1 knew I was gonna die tomorrow, I'd be at 

mass today and I'd be goin' to confession tonight and I'd be gettin' my a[ct] together. In a 

New York minute! 'Cause I yew  the idea of goin' to hell.
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7or/qy?

Today. 1 believe in God. Yes. I may have some questions with my reiigion, with my 

church. But I beiieve in it and I trust it. I don't always agree with all of its stand[s]— [its] 

position, for instance, with homosexuality. 1 don't accept the mere idea o f #wy religion 

telling me ... . It's a great fa$ade that they have, and 1 have a problem with it, this idea 

that, "We love the sinner but hate the sin." To me, that's a wash. That's a cop-out. That's 
like Don't Ask, Don't T ell.H  [/#Mg^]

It's interesting, because it was at [Joe Amrine's] Boys Ranch that 1 found 1 could play 

baseball and I could throw a side arm curve ball and a sinker. God, it was great to be a 

pitcher. And I was fast at second and third and short stop. And 1 could bat home runs. 

First time in my life— t/:e /zr.st twie /n wy /;/e— my peers wanted me. If it was just to play 

on their side in the baseball game. And that's what I felt. That's what 1 recognized. And it 

was then that I realized that, you know, 1 don't need my father's approval. Not even to 

play baseball. 1 can play baseball without 'im. And that idea o f baseball lived with me for 

a long time. It was later in life when someone asked me, "What're you thinkin' about?"

1 said, "Baseball game."

"Oh, really?"

I said, "Yeah. It's the bottom o f the ninth, the bags [bases] are loaded, it's a tie ball 

game. 1 have a 3-2 count and here comes the pitch." And when 1 woke up they said, 

"How'd we do on the ball game?" 1 remember. 1 said, "We hit a home run." And that was 

the day that 1 had cancer and 1 lost my eye. And when 1 woke up from surgery 1 said, 

"Yeah, we hit a home run." Yeah, I've been hittin' a lot o f home runs ever since. I said, 

"I'll never get away from the batter's cage."

It was also at that place that I learned to serve mass and my faith was growing. It was 

stronger. The idea o f becoming a priest was so permanent with me. I knew what I wanted 

to do. I wanted to graduate from grammar school, I wanted to graduate high school, 1 

wanted to go to the minor seminary and I wanted to study and one day 1 wanted my 

tomz/re 12 and one day 1 wanted to get my theological degree, my doctorate in theology, 

and I wanted to be a priest and 1 wanted to be ordained and be the poorest among the 

poor. I didn't want a rich parish in San Francisco or in New York. And drive a fancy car. 

1 wanted to go to places like communist China where I could stay on the cheap and 

baptize prisoners in a courtyard over a water fountain. That, to me, it might be theater, 

but that was re#/ and that was /wper#t/ve and /wport##t. And it wasn't until a couple of 

years later that that same dream shifted to places like Appalachia. And poor hamlets in
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New Jersey. Places tater in my life as an adu!t that I got to see. And 1 saw Appa)achia. I 

saw Biacks in the South. And, yeah ... . I can't explain it. AH of that was like something 

you put in a bag and you carry it with ya. And 1 carried it with me all my life. Right now, 

today, I got my bag, my bag's sittin' right here! [yo/v /Ac cAo;'r next to Ann] And it's the 

strength. It's where you draw your xtrewgtA and you draw your courage. It's where you 

draw your AeA^evaA;7Ay, it's where you draw your yox.s/oo. It's gat-wrenching, but it's 

wholesome.

If ax tA/'x /<7eo to Aecowe a pr;'ext Aora ew/;re7y oat o/yoor own tnner natare?

1 think it was my experience.

Da/ yoa Aave a nrentor on a wo<7e/?

Not until later. Which was coming up very soon.

It was Boys Ranch that 1 served mass. And I'll never forget. I was standing out one day 

and I was throwing rocks. And the chapel ... . Our place was like an old mission, the old 

California missions. It was in that style. And the swallows from Capistrano every year 

would come to our mission, to our chapel. And they would build their mud nests up in the 

eaves o f the chapel. One day 1 thought it'd be nice and smart [to] take rocks and throw 

rocks and break all their mud nests. Joe Amerine come around the corner one day, he 

says, "PoM cowe Acre!" 1 held my hands out and he took a steel bar and he whacked me 

on the hands across the knuckles and they swelled up and bled. He was /oogA. He said, 

"Don't you ever, ever, ever, ever, ever be mean or cruel to another animal. They're 

defenseless. They cannot fight back." It was another lesson, another thing 1 put in my 

bag.

1 remember bandaging my hands and going to school. It was a one-room school house 

we had. We had all the grades in there. It was at this school that I later learned some 

things about we, and that Aoyx w;7/ Ae Aoyx! [AwgAx] God, did I learn boys will be boys!

/.s /Aa/ wAeayoay?rxf Aegaa to Mf?<7erxta7?<7 /Aatyoa were gay?

1 was <7t^ereat. I didn't know what gay was. It was Jt^ereat.

Row <?/<? /Aar wofA/ex't?
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I thought I toved this httie boy. His name was Pat. He )ived in Iowa and had a corn 

fieid in Iowa. I remember one day kissing 'im behind the chapei! [ZoMgÂ ] I remember 

going in and washing my lace and my hands. God, that Saturday I went to confession. I 

remember at one point there was this kid and I, Toby, one night we snuck out over the 

dorm and went to the kitchen and we broke into the food locker and we got ait the appies 

they used for canning. We didn't know. Appies were apples. And we stuffed the appies in 

our shirts. And we left a traii o f  appies from the food locker ali the way down the path 

over to the dormitory. That's how they caught us. We sat in bed that night eatin' appies 

that we had stoien out o f the food iocker. That's when I started gettin' into mischief. 

There's a terrorist side of me here! God's not gonna be pieased, but that's aii

right. I'ii take care of that Saturday when I go to confession. My mistake. I aiways 

thought it was an easy siide— but it wasn't quite as easy as I thought it wouid be.

My grandmother came to see me, my grandparents, coupie times. I remember going 

into Watsonviiie and being abie to spend the weekend with them. They'd get a motei 

room and it was so much fun. I remember us going to the Salesian High Schooi where the 

Saiesian B ro thers^  taught and we'd piay basebaii against the guys and God! it was good 

to kick their ass! i coutd swing a bat. I'd come up to bat and they'd aii back up, the back 

fieid wouid back up, the infieid wouid back up aim ost to the outfieid. And i wouid piay 

games. No pun intended, but I wouid switch hit. 14 j teamed to bat ieft-handed rw?J right- 

handed. And I couid took at you and take a stand and then aii of a sudden switch a 

position—not hands, but switch a position— and drive a bail right over the right fieid 

fence. I was a piace-hitter. I couid ptace hit.

I remember the coid chapei. The chapei was so coid on Sundays. God! I'd rub my hands 

A A /MVf?<A]. I had to start the fire goin'. And the priest wouid come in from town and 

go, "Haven't you got that fire yet?"

"No, Father, I'm stiii workin' on it."

And it was then I discovered wine! I go, "God, this is gooJ!" [/aMg/rs] In those days you 

couldn't eat before mass. I'd get up from a sound sieep, [say], "God, I'm hungry!" Many a 

morning I'd eat a coupie of the hosts that were unconsecrated because I was hungry and 

I'd drink a iittie sip of wine. Aiways kept my fingers crossed I'd never get caught. And i 
didn't!

We had a card room where every year we got together and we'd send out Christmas 

cards, iike Boys Townl$ would do. We sent out Christmas cards to aii the donors and 

we'd get tons of money. We'd have every year an Atpine Festivai 'cause they were Swiss. 

And I remember how fun it was to be one of the tour guides, take a whoie bunch of aduits 

and take 'em through our school and I was proMaf of our schooi! I'd show 'em our trophies
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that we got in baseball. My pride and joy was showing our little chapel. It was really a 

garage converted. I was proud o f  that chapel. 1 remember it sat up in a comer by itself 

with a big eucalyptus tree outside.

But 1 rem ember the card room. We called it the card room 'cause we sent the cards out 

[from there]. The first time I ever masturbated with anybody.

7g// wg ;f.

[/#Mg/?.s] This guy named M ark Adams, his father was a cop in San Jose. Little blond 

boy. M ark one day says, "Hey! 1 found this neat place and this neat thing to do!"
And 1 said, "Oh, wow, really?" [/#Mg/?.s]

He said, "Yeah!"

So we'd sneak up the back side, get up on the card room laying on the roof. Nobody 

could see us. A nd then no M# /?# na no! [/Moi/ons /M<3.s'n/r&/f/Mg; /aMg/?.s] God! Jesus! 
[/aMg/?.s]

Mark became an altar boy.

ITg/*g yoM #&w* foget/?gr?

[/<7Mg/?.s] We were altar boys together! God, were we altar boys together!

One day one o f the guys, kids, ran away. And the authorities showed up at the school. 

The guy said that Joe Amrine beat 'im. 1 said, "Joe Amrine never beat anybody." I was so 

angry that they were gonna shut my school down. They were gonna take my school 

away. My one place that 1 had spent two, maybe three years. It was /Mg place. It was /Mg 

house. This was /Mg home. This was where 1 played baseball. This is where 1 served mass, 

where 1 got educated. And this is where Joe Amrine used to talk to me about 

responsibility, and talk to me about decency and good and he talked to me about 

And 1 remember the one [term he used]— /M?g,s7;'M<?/ /or/in/c/g. First time 1 ever heard the 

term. He said, "You gotta have some /Mtg^/Mn/ /ort/A/c/g." 1 didn't quite understand what 

he was talkin' about till later.
1 remember we used to go to town sometimes, to the big church in downtown 

Watsonville. Then 1 remember the seminarians from St. Patrick's used to come down 

every summer. St. Joseph's Seminary was a minor seminary, and St. Patrick's in Menlo 

Park was a major seminary. So 1 remember all the guys— Marty Snellus, who today is a 

priest in San Francisco someplace. But Marty Snellus was one o f the seminarians. 1 

remember Marty was just a seminarian in college. But 1 used to love summers because
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they'd take us to the beach in Santa Cruz and we couid camp out and we couid fish and 

we wouid go swimming in the summer at the pool and we would do things and we would 

camp. Summer was fun! Yeah. And 1 thought, "One day I'm gonna be like you, Marty. 
I'm gonna be a seminarian."

And one day it all came down. This kid [who had run away] lied. And I remember 

walking up to Joe Amrine the day I left when Mrs. Adamic came back to get me in the 

car. I remember Mrs. Amrine. I told her I loved her and I thanked her. [cr;^as] I thanked 
her for her strength. I thanked Joe for his toughness. I told 'im I loved 'im, I said I'd never 
forget 'im.

Da/ ;/?ey c/o.se t/?e .s'c/aw/?

[/io<A]

I got in the car, I got my brown bag out again, and I took my baseball glove ... . 
[/M?M.se.s, -W&.T] A few more clothes in a couple o f brown bags and my baseball glove and a 

ball. And [Mrs. Adamic] said, "We're gonna take another long ride."

1 said, "Yeah."

Went to Ukiah, California. Place called St. Albert's. St. Albert's, we called it the 
Albertinum, it was run by the Dominican Sisters.16 Already the ground work had been 

laid for my religion. It was already there, it was in place for what 1 wanted to do. And I 

knew it. I was dead set. My vocation was there. It was there. It was rea/. Man, was I in 

for it!

The Albertinum in Ukiah, California, ca. 1965
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Went to St. Albert's, as you'll see. The Albertinum. They didn't have a chapel. They 

were tearing the chapel down when 1 got there. Said, "We're gonna build a new chapel." 

And you'll see in those pictures I /f?J/ca/e.s' a  /i/g o / p/?o/ov Ac ybr copywg] I

graduated in the eighth grade where 1 was an altar boy. 1 would serve mass for the nuns 

in the convent every morning at five o'clock, for three years, seven days week. The only 

time 1 didn't serve mass for them  was when 1 was at summer camp. I'd go to summer 

camp for three weeks or a month every year in the summer. I'd stay the whole month of 
June. School'd get out May 31st or June 1st. I'd spend the whole month o f June up until 

maybe the middle o f July, through the whole process o f the various segments that had to 

go to camp. And, God! They'd leave up there in the Noyo Valley in the Redwood Empire 

in northern California in the mountains and 1 loved it. That's where I found the idea of 

retreat. I can't explain exactly what it was. It was the most moving thing that ever 

happened to me, the idea o f living out in the woods. 1 would walk out in the early 
morning, 1 would walk up to a faun and 1 would hold my hand out and he would lick my 

hand. And never run. [crfes] Birds would stand still and they would let me walk up to 

them, kneel down, and give them bread. And they would stay and peck at my feet. 1 

thought birds were supposed to run away and fauns were supposed to run, scamper into 

the woods. But none o f them ran from me.

But the Albertinum was a part o f my life that was absolute. We had two Prefects of 

Discipline, called the Sommers Brothers. Bob and Richard. Robert and Richard. God, 
they were weaM! [/aMg/?.s] They would call me names. They would stand [you] against the 

wall and come up and take your head and bang it against the wall. I remember marching 

to class wearing corduroy pants. It was a whole different Catholicism. 1 was seeing 

another side o f the church, and another side o f this whole scenario 1 thought was all 
loving. I began to see another side o f it. 1 saw the cruelty in these disciplinarians. And I 

say crMe/ because it was later in life that they almost got prosecuted for what they did to 

us. I was never abused, 1 want to make that clear. I'm sure that there were kids

that were, but I was never. I was probably too religious for them to fuck with me because 

1 would have gone right to God or the nuns with this.

But 1 remember serving mass. 1 remember getting on my hands and knees with a 

toothbrush and scrubbing the halls. 1 remember having to do things that a lot of other kids 

didn't have to do and there was a there. There was a resentment I felt because
t%ey thought that /  thought maybe 1 was better than everybody and I wasn't. It was just 

for some reason I was in a different time area than those people. 1 was a block ahead of 

'em without knowing it. 1 knew what 1 wanted to do. And it was at that point, too, that 1 
went to Sister Marilyn, who was the teacher. Sister Marilyn. I remember we had wood
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sheds back then. We had corpora) punishment in that schoo), too. But i went to Sister 

Mari)yn and said, "We want a schoo) newspaper and we want freedom o f access to write 

what we want." We)). The Supreme Court said in )ater years that schoo)s have a right to 

regu)ate schoo) papers. So we wrote an underground paper. And one day they pop/7eJ my 

underground paper, they found it. Oh, God! AH he)) broke loose because I'd written this 

scathing editoria) against these two bastards [Sommers Brothers] that were so wean.

) remember the auditorium— we used the auditorium for a chape) unti) the new chape) 

was bui)t ... . So many things with that. That's when I teamed to memorize. ! knew I 

cou)d memorize. That's when ) )earned, "Little Orphan Annie came to our house to stay 

... ." I dunno. Something "... and brush the crumbs away." But I remember a schoo) p)ay 

that I emceed. I got to say my p o e try .) was very proud o f that.

ILr/.s* t/?A /?oePy yoM'u! written?

Poetry, no, someone e)se had written. But I )earned to memorize.

There were so many things in my )ile then. And then one day, one day it was an 

accumu)ation o f everything my grandparents had taught me about justice. Justice and 

good and decent. One day I'm at schoo). And I became schoo) president, student body. 

That was the first time ) gave a speech. I remember reading things in mass, standing in 

front o f people. It was years )ater I went [back] to that chape). Just in the )ast couple of 

years ) went back to my schoo). And I wa)ked in the chape). Chape)'s the same today as 

it was then, thirty-some years ago, almost forty years ago. And it's sti)) there today. And ) 

wa)ked in and )'m )ooking and ) just cried. The attar's sti)) where it's always been.

But, one day I was at school and Sister Mari)yn came to me. She said, "Harry"— at that 

time I was Harry— "Harry," she says. "There's someone here who wants to meet you. 

And he wants to get your permission to ta)k to the student body. After a)), you are their 

president.

I said, "Wow, rea))y Sister? That's neat. Who is it?"

She said, "WeH, come with me." Sister Josephine was the prioress o f the convent, so 

she was there, Sister M arilyn was there, and the principal o f our schoo) was there. I 

thought, "Wow, these are big people." So they took me out o f c)ass and we wa)ked across 

the street to the main administration building. We wa)ked in the door and there was a ta)l 

man standing there. [paM,sg,s', .wA.s] Bigger than )ife! )')) never forget. He wa)ked up and 

stuck his hand out and he put his hand on my shou)der.

He said, "Harry Anderson?"

I said, "Yes, sir?"
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He says, "I'm Jack Kennedy and I'm running for president." [cnex] God! "Oh, Mr. 

Kennedy! Mr. Kennedy, what can I do for you?"

He said, "I'd like to taik to the student body." I'il never forget, ft) never forget.
Sister said, "I'll go back and get the students together in the auditorium. You taik with 

the Senator."

We sat there and Senator Kennedy said, "Weii, I'm a Cathoiic." 

i said, "Yes, sir." We taiked about mass and I toid him what i wanted to do in my life. 
And he said, "Why?" And I toid 'im.

And he said to me, he said, "One day when you're oid enough. You')) study the wrongs 

of apartheid in South Africa."

"What's apartAehf?"

"You'd study places iike Appaiachia and you'd study about poverty and you'd study 
about people who are not adequately clad." I'll never forget that term— not <7&(7M<2?g/y 

c/arf. Keep warm in the middle o f winter. Kids without proper education. And about 

people and school lunch programs. I heard words [from him] like poverty. And he shined. 

He just ... . And 1 was so impressed. And I'll never forget when I stood in front of that 

school, boys on one side, girls on the other. The girls stayed at the convent part of the 

school called the El Rosario. I sat there and 1 looked. I'll never forget my knees were 

knocking. A11 o f a sudden I started speaking. I'm supposed to introduce this guy.

I said, "It's my pleasure and my honor to introduce someone who'll give us a new sense 

of direction in America, who will lead us into the 1960s. Who moments ago told me 

about one day we will share in a race for space and we'll tap the depths o f the ocean and 
we'll find the greater fiber in the hearts of man. We'll find a finer peace between us and 

the Soviet Union." I'm a young man! I'm talking like this to these kids. It just all came 

out. I got that from talking with Mr. Kennedy for just a few minutes. And 1 said, "The 

man who will give us a sense o f justice and get us there."
So, anyway, I remember that. I said, "Ladies and gentlemen, Sisters, I give you the next 

present o f the United States, the great senator from Massachusetts, John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy." [poM.se.s', cr/e.s] I stood there. I knew somethin' was different. He came up and 

he shook my hand and he smiled that great smile. I remember how tanned he always 
looked. And I stood there and tears were just ... . I remember Mr. Kennedy, Senator 

Kennedy, talking a few minutes about staying in school and doing good, becoming good 

citizens. Told us about the art o f  politics. And all o f a sudden 1 was more confused than I 

ever was. That moment it seemed like I went from the priesthood to I wanted to hold 

political office! And I remember he said— he looked at me and he said, "Hey,

I'm counting on you!" And he looked across at all the students, he says, "And all o f you.
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IT/77 yoM Ac/p /Me?" God, the next day we had brochures and we're going door to door, 

[rap-s ?Ae toA/e] "Hi, I'm Harry Anderson and I'm here for Jack Kennedy of 

Massachusetts. He wants to be your president." And I found myseif wanting more 

houses, more houses, more door knobs. I couid knock on doors and 1 coutd change a 

mind and 1 couid taik to someone about things. And peopie iooked at me and said, "How 
otd are you?" i was fourteen, thirteen, whatever. Thirteen, fourteen years oid. But i Anew. 

There's something here. And I got a nice ietter from Senator Kennedy. And it was years 

iater that a tot o f things in my iife were destroyed in a fire in my home, in my 
grandparents' house. And that was iater, finaiiy after i got to iive with them. It wasn't tiii 

after the eighth grade. But I'ii never forget that [visit from John Kennedy]. I'ii never 
forget that as iong as i iive. It wasn't but maybe a few years iater that I met Pierre 
Saiingerl7 and Theodore White, who wrote 7Ae A7aA;/?g p / /Ac fre.sA7e/7/.18 And Mr. 

White toid me about when he first wrote the first book, 77?e AToA/ng o / tAe Pr&s/We/g 
7960, with John Kennedy. And he toid me o f his experience in his conversation with Jack 

Kennedy. And I was /wc;'M<:W<?! I met him at a train depot at Roseviiie where Mr. White 

toid me, sitting on the stoop, about the taie o f Jack Kennedy, i was so impressed with it. 

And there was Pierre Saiinger teiiing me about the stories. And it was iater in iife aiso, in 
1972, that I met Kenny O'Donnell,19 who was a great aide to Jack Kennedy, toid me 

about President Kennedy, toid me about the New Frontier. He toid me about the Bay of 

Pigs2O and the chaiienge o f the race for space. And he toid me about his [Kennedy's] 
vision for South Africa and his Aiiiance for Progress in Latin America.^! How 

imperative it was that we have an association, an aiiiance with the peopie of the South 

[Latin America]. My iife started to change, i said, "No, I don't Awe to be c)oistered. i 

don't Awe to be a priest to do good things. I can iive in a secuiar worid and stiii do just as 

good, stiii maintain a faith and a beiief." And it finaiiy dawned on somebody at the 
A)bertinum at St. Albert's, "Have you ever had your first communion?"

"No." I didn't know that was part o f the party. You need your first communion. You 

aiways got to have it to remember. And I'ii never forget my first communion. It was aii 

white and the whoie bit. It was iater in iife i kind o f chuckied to myseif, "God, maybe I 
should have had mine o^-wAAe because pure peopie get white!" [/wgA.s] And I'ii never 

forget it was the first time at the school I got to sit down with reai siiverware and reai 
cloth napkins. We had bacon and eggs and toast! And miik, and they even poured us 

cq%]&e! [A/MgA.s*] And we're sitting there with the big peopie.

And then one day they finished our chapei. I met the man whose money made it 

possible to build that new chapel. A guy named Andy Hoffman. Oid Andy Hoffman died.
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He was richer 'n ' . . . .  I used to serve him breakfast every morning. I had no idea who this 

guy was. One day I said to 'im, "That's Andy Hoffman— he lives to eat!"

He looked at me, he said [w/w/c.s on e/<?er/y vo?cg], "Are you crazy?" [/#MgAs]

There was a nun named Sister Siegfrieda. She ran the kitchen. She was from Germany. 

Her parents were killed in the war. But Sister Siegfrieda, she had an impact on my life.

God, 1 used to play baseball there, too. 1 used to place hit. The playground was here 

[Jraws on ;7nog7'no7y p/on on ?%e toMe]. I'd hit from over this fence, the right field fence, 

sometimes the left field— I'd break the neighbor's windows out o f the house across the 
street! I used to break his windows when 1 place hit.

Then we used to play St. Anne's School. "Man, we're goin' to St. Ann's today." They 
used to say, "Watch it!" And this time I was playin' third base. They used to call me 

Stretch because I could stretch [sfrefc/:as /ns arw s oot] and I could get that ground ball, 

that low hit. God, Almighty, I remember we beat St. Ann's. And, won!

Then the second big highlight o f my life was my confirmation. 1 can't remember the 

church it was in. It was in Ukiah, California. And they said, "The Bishop will be here to 
see you." And 6?o-<?o-<?o-6?o. I remember the Bishop. I was confirmed and 1 took the 

confirmation name Augustine. Augustine o f Hippo because Bishop Augustine o f Hippo, 
St. Augustine, was the great sinner.22 { knew all my life f wouldn't be great, but 1 would 

be a sinner. But I needed some help along the way to help me understand it, get through 

it. And that's why 1 took St. Augustine's name. Edward is my baptism name, also.

But one day it was time to graduate. My grandparents came to see me a lot in those 

years. And then one day 1 graduated and my grandparents came to my graduation. And I 

remember walking down the aisle o f the chapel to get your diploma. And I remember 

genuflecting, getting my diploma, genuflecting and going back to my seat. The sacristy 
was still consecrated.

ff/?at c/ass was t/?/,s'?

1962,1 think.

I f  os t/n's j'Mwor A;g% sc/?oo/?

This was grammar school. I was the high school class o f '66.

So, anyway. 1 remember the Cuban Missile Crisis.23 } remember everyday going to the 

Prefect o f Discipline. In other words, if 1 sucked up enough he'd give me fifty cents to run 

down to the com er two blocks from the school and buy 'im a paper so 1 could read what
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Jack Kennedy was doing, I remember the Cuban Missiie Crisis and ait o f  that. God, i can 
remember going through that.

But I remember the dedication o f our chapei. That was so important to me. I served one 

o f the first masses in that chapei. The church is stiii there to this day. But i remember 

graduating grammar schooi from St. Albert's, getting in my grandparents' car and iooking 

back and i knew it was over, i knew a part o f my life from that point on ... . I %??ew that 

June day my life was going to be changed and I would not be the same. 1 b!cw it was 

going to change somehow. 1 Anew at that point. I was confused, but 1 A??ew in my heart, 1 

said, "I may not be a priest. But 1 am gonna go out and do some things."

I wrote something down. I'll never forget it and 1 wrote it down because I wanted to 
remember it. [go/oMs a  p/ece q / pop<?r ] President Kennedy said something. [rco&] 

"Political action is the highest responsibility o f citizen[ship]." 1 a/wqgs remembered that. 

1 always remembered that and it stayed with me. Political action. I may not be president, 1 

may not be a congressman, I may not be a senator or an assemblyman. 1 may not be 

governor. But, by God, I'm going to be ^o/wething. If  1 do anything in my life, I'm gonna 

stir enough shit and create enough waves that there will be an outcry for social change, 

that one day there will be a change and there will be an outcry where people will go from 

the curb to the water's edge and dare to face the opposition and make challenge of their 

condition. And 1 didn't realize for what purpose. 1 thought at that time it was because of 

parity and freedom for Blacks. It was in high school that 1 went with my journalism and 

spent a summer, three months, living with a Black family in 1963 in Selma, Alabama. I 

saw the [Ku Klux] Klan, I saw the baseball bats, I saw the burning crosses, I saw hatred. 

And I'm so proud I was part o f a movement that said, "We have a right to be here and 

there is no fallacy in Black and White. That it's real." And 1 knew. And when I left 

school, my grandparents drove away and 1 looked back and I'm just so sorry, so sorry, so 

sorry that it took all those years for me to go back [ewe/ v/.s/Z /Ac yt/Z?cr/MMM??].

But 1 got involved in high school.

ITere goM /ZvAg w/'zA go Mr groM<^orcMA t/?OM?

I was now living with my grandparents. 1 now was able to get the release from the state 

and I was given to my grandparents.

IJ7?ere J/r/ zAeg /Ac f/?OM?
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[n RoseviHe, Ca!ifbrnia. So I w ent back to Roseville. He worked for the railroad still. 

And 1 rem em ber going to school and the kids laughing at me the first couple of days in 

school because the teacher'd call on me and I'd stand up. That's what I was taught. And 

everything was, "Yes, sir, no sir." I knew no different. I f  you came in my class, 1 stood 

up. "Good m orning, Sir." 1 knew  no different. That was the way I was taught. And it 

makes me believe today that we ought to have a little piece o f that in our public schools 

today. A little "Yes, sir, no sir," stand up out o f  respect for folks. And it wasn't all bad. A 

little religion in school w asn't all bad. I'm not saying that today we should push the 

envelope in that direction. I'm  ju s t saying I find it ironic it's OK to bum a flag in school 

but we can't pray in school? That's another day and another subject, but it's a good 

argument. It's a good test o f  reason. See where our values have gone. That flag is a piece 

of cloth and it can be replaced. B ut it's a symbol o f  .something. Somewhere out there 

there's an enclave o f  folks that really believe that flag does represent something. But 

we're getting o ff  on som ething. Into existentialism  or something here! [/<?Mg/?y]

But it was in high school that I had a history teacher named Jim Gill. Jim Gill taught 

me a lot about politics. He taught me a lot. I heard the word prec;'MC? for the first time. I 

wasn't twenty-one but I was goin' to Central Committee meetings. 1 was going into 

meetings every m onth and I w as listening to things like yi/Mu? ra/y;'pg and precinct 

weet/ngy and cm/CM.se.s'. 1 thought, "God, these are great words! Whadda they mean?"

ITA/ct? party?

Democrat.

God, Alm ighty, 1 rem em ber m eeting Jess Unruh, who was Speaker o f the Assembly, 

Big Daddy Unruh o f  California. I m et 'im with Governor Brown, Edmund G. ["Pat"] 

Brown, the great governor o f  California. 1 met 'im at a carpenter's union hall meeting one 

night at a Dem ocratic dinner. Jim  G ill, my history teacher, and a guy named Don Muir—  

who died ju st a few years ago, w ho became a lobbyist in his days, he also taught at Sierra 

College, political science in California. But he was a great friend and a great mentor. 

Talk about m entors in the priesthood, I'll tell you about one or two here in a minute.

But Don M uir and Jim Gill, tw o guys that had the greatest impact on my political 

being, giving me birth to this idea. One day they said, "How would you like to go to this 

dinner?" And 1 met Jess Unruh and Pat [Edmund G.] Brown and 1 met Bob Crown, who 

was chairman o f  W ays and M eans in California— one o f  the most powerful men in the 

legislature. Well, we becam e friends. It got so in my life through my high school and 

later in life that I had the opportunity— and I didn't abuse it— that I could pick up the
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phone and call them and say, "Mr. Governor, how are you? Pat, how are you? Can I 
come by and see you next week? Why don't you come by here and we'H have lunch."

/Vow w<r/.s % yoM got b?vo/w<r/ w/?A tAe /JewocroOc Forty ro tte r  t/?OM /Ac Fe^Mb/tcow^?

Because Jack Kennedy was a Democrat. He told me he was a Democrat. I thought, 
"That's what I want to be— a Democrat." My grandfather was a Democrat. My 
grandfather told me, "You're gonna be a Democrat—don't you r/are be a Republican!"

I've gotta tell ya a true story. One time President Truman stopped at my grandparents' 
house in Winnemucca at the Western Inn. Truman on a train, came through on a train, got 
off the train, walked across the street to my grandparents' hotel. Met my grandparents, sat 
there and shook my hand. Had no idea who the hell this guy was. No idea. If Pda known 
then, probably I'da asked A/w then about gay rights.24 [/#MgA.s] 'Cause Harry Truman 
probably could've taken it. A whole lot easier than Richard Nixon did! ]/aMgA.s] That's 
another story. I didn't think about things like that then.

It was in high school in Roseville, California that I also started going to dinners and 
working for guys like John Begovich and Steve Teal, guys who ran for [California] State 
Assembly and State Senate. And one day I met a guy named Gene Chappy, who was a 
Republican and an Assemblyman. He was from Cool, California, outside of Auburn. He 
said, "Will you help me?" And I said, "Sure," because 1 believed in what Gene was doing 
and he was a Republican. But he was a gooJ Republican.

ITAot was Ac c/omg?

He was running for the assembly. I thought, "Well, it's a two-year job, he can't do any 
harm, he's not in the senate for six." [/<7Mg/?s]

ITAat war/e /aw a good FcpaAAcan?

'Cause he was ready to allocate dollars necessary for housing, necessary for .... In those 
days, before Head Start,25 but programs set aside to enable young kids to get a footing in 
school, [get] an education. 1 agreed with that. I kept saying to Gene, "Why aren't you a 
Democrat?" Because he believed in entrepreneurship at the time and 1 had no idea what 
the Ac// that meant, but I thought, "Well, maybe it's something I don't want to be affiliated 
with." Later in life I found that entrepreneur[ship] is the backbone of this nation. It took 
enterprise in this country to build it. And it takes labor to keep it going. So, I mean, there
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is room at the tabie and it has to be a square one, it can't be a round one. If  you have to 

turn your head to see somebody, it's not worth doing. You have to look at 'em right in the 

eye and you need a place where you can iook right across the table at 'em. That's another 

theory I've learned. Right along with strategy. Strategy and theater. You garner more 
sitting at a square tab!e than a round table. Don't sit at an ovai one, it'!i realty throw you 

off. Because there's too much distance between you and the guy down at the other end. 

The closer the better. But peopte at arm's iength—-that's where you want 'em. It's a good 
euphemism, but it's true.

It was atso at this time that I made a cMrs;//o. A cursitto is tike a short course in 

Christianity. It's tike a retreat, except you don't have to shut up for three days. It's 

Spanish. I used to work the Spanish cursittos and then I used to participate in the men's 

Engtish-speaking cursittos, atso. But t was one o f the youngest ones ever to make a 

cursitto. I was seventeen years otd, I was in high schoot. It was unheard of.

ITAot c/oe.s Ft /w oo w/?eMyoM .soy make o cMr.s;V/o.

When you make a cursitto, it's tike attend a cursitto. You make a retreat or attend a 

retreat. It's the same terminology.

Eddie Anderson [back row, third from the right in a white shirt] at the Our Lady of 
Guadaiupe Cursii!o Center, ca. 1965
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H%at A tAe o / a  CMrs///o?

Actually, it's to re-instill, perhaps, maybe, a sense o f faith? To recharge your battery, 

re-energize your enthusiasm for your belief system. It served a purpose for me. It didn't 
get me thinking so much about the priesthood, but it gave me an incentive to continue .... 

You gotta understand, in the 1960s religion played— whether we recognize it or not ... . 

The Catholic Church played a very important role in the movement [for] civil rights. The 

Catholic Church run by various entities— the Salesian Fathers; the Redemptorist 
priests26; the seculars, which were the ones who were non-order, they were the ones who 

could own anything, and a lot o f them did; the Franciscans;^^ but most o f ail, it was the 
Jesuits.28 The Jezzies, as we called 'em. The Jesuits were the teachers and so were the 

D om in icans^  a teaching order. OP— Order o f Preachers [Priests]. But the Jesuits, like in 

St. Ignatius High School in San Francisco, part o f the curriculum was you were taught 

and you were told your responsibility as a Catholic, your wora/ responsibility, was to 

march for justice. Your moral responsibility was to touch the soul o f others /c ^  than you. 

And by doing so wasn't necessarily to sit down on a stoop and talk about God, but sit on a 

stoop and talk about social change. Because all o f this came from somebody upstairs. It 

began then at that time that 1 began to realize that all o f this connected. And there was a 

deep-seated tie to a sense o f not just getting on your knees and saying the rosary or going 

through the stations o f the cross— which represent the suffering o f Christ and his 

crucifixion. But had a very important tie. Had it not been for the Salesians, had it not 
been for the Dominican priests, had it not been for even some of the Franciscans, had it 

not really been for the Jesuits— who were the /ego/ arm of the church, I might add— who 

told us, "It's OK to listen to Bob Dylan. It's OK to have a wine or two and it's OK to go 

out and have a cigarette to release the pressure on occasion. But what's not OK is to sit at 

the table and surrender a belief system that enables you to care about people." That's the 

picture. That's what came to me. 1 can't explain it any more than that's how it came 
together. It's like a wheel. Religion was my spoke. Jack Kennedy, politics, politicians, all 

of the issues, all o f that were the spokes, came out from the hub. And somewhere in your 

life, to make that wheel complete is when you're willing to wrap yourself around those 

issues and around those peers that made a difference in your life, the people that gave 
you a sense o f being and a sense o f belonging and a sense of conscience. As 1 say, 

conscience is also one o f the lessons learned. 1 learned in my life very young, and 1 

learned it in high school, and 1 learned it, perhaps, in Selma. It's not enough to have a 
co?Mc/eMce. You must be coa.sc/oM.s o f your surroundings. You must be con.sc/oM.s of the
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/asw than, o f  the /e.s,s' fortunate. You m ust be coa.sc/oM.s o f  the people who work hard [and] 

take the early bus. You m ust be consc/oMS o f  the people who play by the rules and pay 

their taxes and struggle to raise a fam ily and put their kids through school. And it's the 

s<r/wg family, the s<r/wa people today, with the same thread in the fiber o f  our society. 

Deep-seated beliefs. W hether it's in Catholicism or Protestantism or whatever. That 

believes today that Question 2 M correct. It doesn't make them ignorant, it doesn't make 

them hateful, and it doesn't m ake them  a bigot. But they're a very positive force in our 

society. And if  we are w illing to  recognize their sense o f justice, their sense o f 

conscience and become conscious o f  t%e;r conscience, then we have made a proper step 

forward. We have gained a great foothold in the argum ent for justice. And it's at that 

point I truly believe in my heart that we can sit at a square table and we can look across at 

the opposition and it requires no courage to sit at a table and talk to each other, to agree 

with each other. It requires rea / courage, if  not raw  courage to have the conscience 

enough to sit at a square table w ith the opposition. And soon we find ourselves going 

from differences to sim ilarity.

Do you wan! your chi!dren taught that a same-sex union 
has !he same mora! au!hori!y as marriage?
!n Vermont same-sex unions have been given the approva! and power of 
the state Here is what is happening right now in Vermont Schoo)s:

*  th e n  hoe been o whoiesoie revision ot cinsstoom discussion oi mnrringe end )nmiiy.
*  Sex educotton now invo!ves instructions tor both heterosexuoi and hontosexun! inietoc)ion.
*  *  some-sex union is tough) os o viable ond healthy oiternotive ti!estyie. vio)o)ing the beitets and desires ot parents

Its happening in Vermont right now. and homosexual activists want to export that system to us here in Nevada.

Question 2. the Protection of Marriage [nitiative. gives constitutionai protection to Nevada's current definition of 
marriage between a man and a woman by adding just i8 words to the Nevada Constitution: "f)n)y a marriage 
between a male and fenta)e person shat) he recognized and given effect in this state."

The impact of Vermont's euiturai shift wi)) be seen for generations to come.

Let's not experiment 
with Nevada's ehi!dren

Protect
Marriage

VO TE

Y ES cO

November 5!h
Or Early Vote: Oci. !9  - Mov. !

Coalition for the Protection o f  M arriage in Nevada mailer [2002]
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7%c /n'g% ,scAoo/yoM weM/ /o MY/.S* o pub!ic A/gA .sc/?oo/?

Um, hm.

ITAa/ wa.s' /Ac progr<27M yoM were /wvo/vec/ ;'n /Z?o/ /ocA yo:v to .Se/?M<rv?3O

I was a journalist. I was studying jouma!ism. And I kept reading the papers and it was 

the news. And one day 1 was sitting in a class and people sitting around one day and it 

was like March or April. 1 remember it was cold outside. Somebody was talking about 

the yearbook, which comes out about May. "God, we gotta get ready for the yearbook." 

And Jo-r?o-Jo-Jo-Jo. And Jack Kennedy was still president. We were talking about 
summer and somebody said, "God, what're we gonna do this summer?" One guy said he 

was gonna go off to Santa Cruz and go surfing, learn how to do it or bump 'is head, one 

or the other. 1 had my classes arranged to where my teachers would let me out in the 

mornings because 1 carried my grades well. And 1 could carry my grades well and I had 
like a 3.5 grade point average, which wasn't the best, but it got me down the road. But the 

point is that I could go to the [California State] legislature in the mornings and then in the 

afternoons come to class. But somebody said, "What're you gonna do in the summer?" 

And this one guy said, "I'm gonna go to the legislature, probably work the summer 
session."

I said, "Really? What're you gonna do?"

He said, "I'm gonna volunteer to [be an intern]."

! said, "Really?"
He said, "They have high school kids that do this."

I said, "God, that's great!"

Then all o f a sudden, there was this one guy and he was like me a lot, inasmuch as we 
had a faith and we went to mass together. We were friends, we played on the baseball 

team. I looked at him and I said, "You know what? I got a better idea. Why don't we go 
to Selma and help register Blacks [to vote]?"

He looked at me and says "Are you crazy?" He says, "Shit, man, they'll us!"
1 said, "No, they won't." 1 said, "If they do, man, they'll chalk you up as a martyr. But 

we ain't gonna think about martyrdom. We're gonna think about solution and conclusion 

here. We ain't got time for martyrdom. We're too young for that." But I said, "1 believe if 

we put our money together, we put our heads together, I'll bet we could find a place to 
live and I'll bet we could help."
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He looked at me, he says, "Eddie Anderson, you're crazy!" By now I'd gone and 

changed my name to Eddie Anderson. I still have Harry, and that's legal, but I'd gone 

from H. Eddie Anderson. I didn't want to tell anybody my name was Harry, because that's 

my father's name. 1 wanted absolutely no affiliation with him at all.

So [my friend] said to me, he says, "Eddie, you're crazy. How we gonna do it?"

I says, "1 dunno. We'll figure it out. We'll have to do somethin'. W eil have to figure out 
how we can do this. 1 dunno. We'll do this."

So, anyway, I went home to my grandparents and 1 said, "Do you mind if  f go away this 
summer and do something this summer?"

[Grandma] said, "Go away where? Whadda ya wanna do?"

To get her to think my way 1 had to put it in her lap. i said, "Well, you're a little 

responsible for the way 1 am. You made me march once and you made me do this, this, 

and this. And, Grandpa, you made me walk with you one time on a picket line." God, I 

thought it was the end o f the world. There was just .stow .si/cocc. 1 said, "Mark [Adams] 

and 1 wanna go to Selma and work this summer with the Freedom Riders."31

"You wanna w/?af?" [/aag/?.s]

So my grandfather stood up and said, "I'm proud o f you. You wanna do that?"
"Yeah."

He says, "Promise to be safe?"

"Yeah."

He said, "I think that's a good idea. That's what you wanna do, you do it. Those college 

kids in the East can do it, my grandson in the West can do it. And he's only in high 

school. You wanna do that, you do it."

1 says, "Well, Grandpa, I need some money." [/aMg/r$] He gave me the bus ticket. And 

my friend Mark and I, we jum ped on a bus one day and we hadn't been out o f school and 

started summer a week, we bought ourselves a one-way ticket. Didn't get a round-trip 

because we didn't think we were cornin' back. We joked about it and we laughed. We 

knew we had more balls than brains. [paM-ses, .s*o&s'] That's what it was about. All those 

years, as young as I was, it was already planted. Destiny was already there, so f gotta get 

on this bus. I didn't think 1 was cornin' back. 1 think that's why 1 hugged my grandfather 

and my grandma. 1 didn't wanna let 'em go. 1 told 'em how important they were to me. 

That because o f  them I gotta go do this. [paM.sc.s̀ , cr*/'c.s] And we did. And it took us 

damned near a fuckin' week to get there, but we did it.

O w e yoa got to .S'c/wa, w/?o <?/'<?yoM .stay w;W? IF7?ere c/;'<?yoM go w/?ea yoa got tAere?
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ITere ?%ey o IT/?/7e /r/w/7y or o ^/oc^/ooz/(y?

Black family. No White. We was it. I mean, we be .score<7 and shit! [/oMg/?.s] Nobody's 

gonna be!ieve this. Mark had a camera, kept takin' pictures.

"Wiii you put that sonovabitch down and quit c//c A-c//cA-c/;'c/:-(7/cA? You're takin' 

pictures tike you're just a fuckin' memory? Put that fuckin' thing away. Isn't enough time 
for that."

But they introduced us to the van riders, to some van peopte that woutd take the food to 

the various marchers and the churches woutd prepare the different events and festivities. 

Everything coordinated around the churches. I knew how to drive but I didn't have a 
driver's ticense. There was no way ... . I might have had baits but t wasn't brave enough 

to try drivin' and get stopped and then they'd have my ass. But t got to a piace

where t'd sit up in the van and I'd be White guy— 'cause Mark'd ride in one van and t'd 

ride in the other van, and we'd be the onty White guys in the van. AH Btack peopte. And 
you know how many times we drove over the Edmund Pettus Bridge ?32 And it was tater 

in tife, over the issue o f gay rights that the Edmund Pettus Bridge— reatized that if the 

gay community anywhere— if it's Attoona, Pennsytvania or Reno, Nevada— we're gonna 

have to buitd and create our own Edmund Pettus Bridge. 'Cause no one's gonna give it to 

us. tf  we're gonna reach the other side, we're gonna have to walk our own paths and we're 

gonna have to watk our own Edmund Pettus Bridge. We're gonna have to be foot soldiers 
for justice. I knew we woutd.

And that summer ... . The nights ... . t't) never forget one night. About two o'clock. 

Mark and I slept in a bam, a tittle room in a bam. And one night a truck come down the 
road. You could hear a bunch o f  peopte yettin'.

[w/n',spor,s*] "What the hett's that?" We took out over the loft window— we wanted to be 

up high enough to see in case somethin' was goin' on, we could get the hett outta there. 
Go get help or /ze/p, or whatever. Didn't wanna be to the ground level. We could hide up 

there.
'Bout seven White guys showed up. Three guys had sheets. And they took a cross and 

dipped it in this kerosene or this oil and they erected it, stuck it out in the front yard, out 
in the driveway by the mail box, ?orc/:eaf it. And then sped off. And I remember. I 

remember Joe [Stevens] and his wife runnin' out to put the fire out. And we come down 

from the loft and helped put the fire out. And there's Mark, "Lemme get my camera!"

"We ain't got time for this camera, man! You're gonna get us M/<?<7. Put that 

sonovabitch down! Flash bulbs flash in the night, man, they'll give us away." 1 mean, we 

were scared. And it was reality had set in. What we had done might have been brave and
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it was batisy, but at the same time, perhaps we were a iitt!e fooihardy. But we were 

determined. We beiieved in what it was we were doin'. We got home, trust me, there was 

a sigh o f re/;'e/! That our honky ass was .sp/e. [/oMgAs] ! gotta teii ya, that was the first 

time i ever been exposed to coHard greens. Cotiard greens and chithns and biack-eyed 
peas and grits. I think that's what we lived on.

HT?<7f w<3,s /?yoM were r/o/pg Jow n /Aereybr tAe peop/e? tTere yoM regis^er/ng t/?ew 
to vote?

! wouid take the van o f the peop!e that were registering the Biacks. I would work in the 
van. W hatever they needed— I was their gofer. Tell me go get the lunches, I'd go get the 

lunches. If  they needed somebody to hand out papers and distribute pamphlets or 

something, I would do that. I'd never register. It wasn't legal [for me] to do that. But that's 

what we did. We did our part. And in a small way it was our contribution to the civil 

rights movement. We were not fortunate enough to meet Dr. Martin Luther King, but we 

heard about 'im. We heard about Ralph Abernathy. We heard about him. We also heard 
about H. Rap Brown. We heard about Malcom X. And [Louis] Farrakhan. So there were 

two arguments to the issue o f Black history. And I'll tell ya, too, later, a couple of years, I 

Unally met Huey Newton, Eldridge Cleaver, and Bobby Seale in Oakland [California]. 
And how they looked at me, "Honky, whaf eh you doin' in our park?"33

"I come to help."
"Help what? What the you gonna do?" [/r/Mg/?.s] Thought I was a plant.34
"I ain't no fuckin'p/ant. 1 wanna help."

Now /o7?g were yoo /o & /020?

We were there almost three months, just short about a week of three months. 'Cause we 

got home just about time to buy school clothes, get ready to go to school. And it was such 

a great adventure. It was such a great adventure.

M%of wo.s' t/?e /e.s,s'Of? yoM /oo^ owoy /row '??

There were a l o t ... . Black people are just like us. 1 mean, the basics are, the people are 

like us. 1A. The only thing different is their skin color's a little darker than ours. For one 

thing. The other thing, they got a knack for cookin', if you can get used to it. For me, it 

was re/;'g;'oM. There was a deep-seated faith in those folks. They sang about it and they
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talked about it, through biues, through jazz, through music. Through hymns. Their hymns 

brought me back to my eariy days in the Cathoiic Church. ! could tie my Catholicism in 

with their Baptism. They were Baptists. It came together in a unique way. You had to be 

there to understand what I'm sayin'. You gotta go to a Black church to get the feeling. 

You gotta understand what it's about. It's more than just rhythm. It's so deep that it's 
almost [infinite]. They do nothing without God. They do nothing .... Martin Luther King 

was evident in that. "I may not get there with you," he said. But the monocle of justice 
and the search for truth, he got that from inside, way down here [pre.s.s'e,s' cAesf] and 

when I walked away from that event, from that experience ... . You had to reach down to 

get it. It was so deep. You had to reach down to get it to understand it, and when you got 
it out, I could see what my grandmother was talkin' about and I could see what my 

grandfather was talkin' about and I could see what my Catholic religion was teaching me. 

And I could hear it in the hymns and I saw it in the soul o f those Black faces. 1 saw it. 1 

saw what it was like to look into a face with wrinkles and the man was thirty years old. 1 
saw puffed eyes. I saw worry and I saw callouses. I saw hands that were broke. And that 

was a terrible price to have to pay for justice. But it was worth it. It was then. And I saw 

that in the Black people. The Black women with their harmony in church. I'd sit in the 

back o f the church. They stuck M ark and I in a corner. We'd go to their Baptist Church, 

then go to mass all the time 1 was there. I didn't wanna be the new boy in town. So I hung 

out in the Black section o f  town. I stayed in that side of the tracks. And it was 

comfortable 'cause I was with them. Same time, it was scarier 'n' shit. 'Cause if I'da got 

caught, I %?7ow what they would have done. I A?7ow the repercussions. I know they 
would've thought nothing o f killing Mark and 1. "What you nigger .sywpni/!izer.s doin' 

here?" That was a word and that was a clause that just was in the air. That was their 

terminology and that was the language they used. I knew what they were doin' to the 

White college kids. I Anew that they were attempting to torch buses. The family was 

great. We prayed together. W e said our prayers before we ate our collard greens. God! 

We prayed at night. It was still. It was in the summer and you could hear the crickets. We 

were down by the creek and M ark and I'd look up at the stars and we'd talk about what's 
goin' on at home, if so-and-so made it to the legislature for his internship. Or, you know, 

wondering what this girl was doin' or that girl was doin', with who and what. [/<7Mg/?.s] 

"Who's gettin' some and who isn't?" Mark says, "ITe're sure the hell not!"

"No, we're not!" But we knew what each other was doin' when it was quiet! [/#Mg/M]

I can't explain it. It's like we were meant to be there. I gotta tell ya I was scared. I can't 
tell ya every day was fun. It was scary. It was the fear of getting in that van and getting 

down the road and somebody seeing me. Somebody stopping that van and pulling us out
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and doin' somethin' to us. Or havin' us witness something done to Jze/w. That was worse. 

It was scary. There were times I was so scared I crouched down in that van. And I waited 

till we got to the church and to the hah before I got out. After awhiie I couid hoid my 

head up and I didn't care who saw. But it took me a good four or five weeks to finaiiy get 

over that. But even when I was wiiiing to raise my head and sit up straight in the van or 
to waik down the street in the Black section o f town, on that side of the tracks, I was still 

scared, but my balls were bigger then. And I knew I couid walk and 1 knew I had a right 

to be here. And 1 knew that Bobby Kennedy's Justice Department wasn't gonna let 
anything happen to us. I knew that, too. Yeah. So I came home with a whole lotta 

lessons. It was an inner peace. It was like I could sit down and write a book.

Fact, I was foolish enough because the following summer I damned near did it again 
when 1 read the book, Y?/og  ̂ZJ/re AYe.35 "God, if  I could do that. You know, 1 con/J." 

Then, "No, 1 wanna do something, but 1 don't wanna push the envelope too far because 

my luck may run out. And 1 don't wanna die. I got other things to do." And I knew I had a 
lifetime ahead o f  me and I didn't wanna die. "I wanna do some more." I'm glad I went 

there. Glad 1 was there.

Ztow tong were yoM w/ft? yoMr groTM^argnts t/?A tone?

Well, the shock o f my life came in the middle o f my senior year [of high school]. My 

father attempted murder on a woman he was married to. Tried to kill 'er. Not that I had 
any association with 'im, but my world crashed. It came down. 1 was not responsible, but 

I blamed myself, and I don't know why. I did. I blamed myself. My dad was living in 
Reno. It's interesting— Bill Raggio36 sent 'im to prison in Carson City. To this day, my 

father, Harry Anderson, Senior, blames everybody but himself. "77?gy did it. 77?gy made 

me.

!J7?at J t J  /?g Jo to Aer?

He stabbed 'er. Three, four, or five times. Thank God she didn't die. [tongpaa^g]

ffow A /t t/?ot yoar wor/J c<ro??g cro.s7nY?g Jown w/?gn J?ot /?appg??gJ? ToM AnJn't AaJ 
WMct? to Jo w Jt? yoar /ott?gr /o r wooy ygar.s', t?aJ yoa?

No. About six months before that happened my dad had come to visit me. Introduced 

me to his new wife and she had two sons. I thought it was neat. My God, first time in my
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life maybe 1'H have a brother. 'Cause I had no brothers or sisters. This might be neat after 

all. And it was sort o f like a tim e of, "Maybe it's time to forgive. Maybe it's time to let go 

and maybe it's time to move on. Maybe it's time to give my dad a chance to be my dad." 

He came at a time when I was popular in school and I wanted to share that with 'im. I 

wanted to tell 'im I wasn't the dumb kid. 1 didn't fail. "People /;*̂ e me. 1 don't have to be 
the top in my game, but people like me. And people come to me because they see that I'm 

interested in issues. They come to me because they know that I swim on the swim team, 

that I play baseball, and that I haven't got my head in the sand. I'm not just all wrapped up 

in cleric cloth. There's other things in life that are important to me." And I wanted him to 

share in that. 'Cause I said to 'im one day, "You know, why can't you just be a dad? Why 

can't you just be my dad? I'm just like every other kid. I study a little more, I read a little 

more, I have a little more outreach in areas that are not as orthodox for people my age. 

But I'm proud o f that fact. I'm proud of the fact that I know Governor Brown. I'm proud 
of the fact that I know people o f  both parties. 1 know enough and I have enough common 

sense. I'm proud o f m yself [that] I'm able to go to those people and say, 'I have a problem. 

There's an Indian family living at such-and-such an address.' I feel good about that. I 

don't have a degree in science. I can't practice that, but I know 1 can do it. I'm not a 

doctor, but I can heal a wound. I'm not a priest, but I can help save somebody, somehow, 

from something. I'm not a scientist, but I can find great answers to great questions if you 
give me the opportunity. I will seek and I'll find and I'll search and I'll be there."

But my dad .. . .  I thought he was coming around. And then the phone call came. How I 

felt responsible, I don't know. It's like I opened m yself up and shit, man, here come the 

hurt again! And I think that was it. It was like, you know, "FMcAl I opened myself up and 

I let this ww/Aer/McAer in there and I let 'im see me and I shared a part o f me with him, 
and then he does f/7/s."

I quit high school. In the middle o f my senior year. People came to me, said, "You 

can't!"
"I don't wanna stay."

D ;J /Ac /jgo/)/e a t .sc/?oo/ waAe re w a rd  a/?OM? tAe tr;'a/ t/?at wa.s ,go;'ag on? IT/?y <?;?/ yoa 

/ee/ cowpg//g<V /o a/)awJo?? everything?

I don't know. I don't know. I said, "I gotta go. I can't explain it. I just want off the edge. 

I can't deal with this. I don't want it. 1 don't wanna do any more. I'm done. If  this is how 

life ends, I don't wanna go no more. I don't wanna do this." And in the middle o f my 

senior year. I was gettin' ready to graduate. I had applications off to various schools and
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universities and I was ready to go out and take the world by the tail. Make a great spin of 

it. And do good things. This was November 1965. 'Cause I was gonna graduate that year 

in '66. Jack Kennedy had already been assassinated and that ... . That hit me. Shit, that 

was the worst. 1 started getting letters from Robert Kennedy at that time. Bobby and 1 

would write. He would write once a week and 1 would write him once a week. Angie 

Novello was his secretary. If  she's around today, she could verily this, 'cause those letters 

are somewhere. I lost my letters from Bobby because my grandparents' house burned and 

everything went. I'm ever so sorry I lost those letters from Bobby Kennedy. But there 

were things written like, "Dear Harry, I'm so proud o f you." When 1 dropped out of high 

school, I didn't let 'im know.

//on' UY/.S' ft /?g wcM aware q/yoM fa ff?e /fr.s*f p/ace ff?a/ f?e woaM wrffe fo yoa?

Because 1 would write to him. We were sitting around and I dunno, it was in English 

class one day, and I remember somebody said, "You know, we oughtta write a letter to 

somebody we just read about, knowing we'll never get an answer." One guy wrote to 

Queen Elizabeth or somebody— and got an answer! Somebody wrote a letter to J. Edgar 

Hoover and got a letter. "Miss Hoover ... !" [faMg^-sj Anyway, I said, "1 wanna write a 

letter to Bobby Kennedy." So 1 went to Jess Unruh and Bob Crown, Chairman of the 
Ways and Means in California, and 1 said to Uncle Bob, as 1 called 'im back then, "1 

wanna write a letter to Bobby Kennedy."
He says, 'Til help ya." So 1 wrote the letter. And he says, "I'll drop 'im a note, too." And 

it was his letter, 1 know, that helped. I would've probably got an answer anyway. But 1 

got a hand-written letter back from Bobby Kennedy.

One day ... . 1 didn't let Bobby know I quit school. It was about a year. One day I wrote 

'im. He had written me a couple o f letters and 1 didn't respond. It was, "Dear Harry, Hope 

school is fine. Have not heard from you. Miss hearing from you. One day you need to 

come to Washington and meet my family. 1 have a very large family. You'll be most 

comfortable here and you'll love the house in Hickory Hill in McClean [Virginia]." And 

I'll never forget that letter. But it got burned, as well. I'll never forget one day 1 finally got 

up enough nerve to write 'im a letter and 1 told 'im [1 'd quit school]. And he sent me back 

a letter that he was so sad. But he encouraged me not to give up. He CMCOMrage6? me to go 

back to school. He ewcoMrqgeJ me to use my faith and to get my strength back and to go 

on with my life despite what my father had done. It was about a two-page letter and it 

was very personal. He wished me well and said he'd always keep me in his prayers, 

[crfes]
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One day 1 got a letter from him. He said he was running for president. He says, "I'm 

busy in my campaign now. Maybe we can connect in California." 'Cause we had never 

met. Well, I take that back. We had met in Vallejo in the Cesar Chavez thing. But it was 
brief. And we had gone to mass with Cesar Chavez and Father Lucas. And that was in the 

march from Delano to Sacramento.37 I participated in that march for the migrant farm 

workers against Shenley Products and S & W vegetables, or whatever it was at the time, 
too. And it was in that march from Delano [that] Bobby Kennedy came and they said 
mass o ff a flat bed truck outside Stockton, California.

Row A f/?o?yoM were w;7/? Ce,s*or C7?ovez?

Well, at the time, I had made a CMT\w7/o. And in Spanish, cMrv;7/o means a short course, 
and it's like a short course in Christianity. And a CM/*.s/7/o's like a retreat, except you don't 

shut up for three days. You get to talk, you get to sing, and you meet a whole lot of other 
folks that are just like you who have an interest in getting their lives together spiritually, 

inside, taking some sort o f comfort in knowing that their lives really are not cast on a sea 
with no hope. That somewhere out there we're given the opportunity, [by] the grace of 

God, for a belief and commitment that there is someone greater than we are. ft kind of 

helps us along to draw the map to chart our course across those rough seas. So 1 was 

fortunate enough at seventeen— the youngest ever that I knew of to make a CMr,s-;7/o. 

Being involved in my church as I was at the time. So it was like a three-day weekend. 
And the wMr;'(2c/M'38 showed up. I learned a lot about myself in those days. And that, 

along with this idea that we have a commitment to each other, and that somehow we have 

to make a difference every day in someone else's life. As Robert Kennedy used to say 
about the tiny ripple o f hope every time a man stands for something. When you stand up 

against enormous odds and you're a ray o f difference, and you do that, you send forth a 

tiny ripple o f hope. And over a course of time it, too, like our imagination, our sense of 
courage and commitment, it ripples. It <7oe,s have an effect.

Anyway, it was through the CMr.s7//o 1 met a priest who became my mentor and a great 
friend, Father Lucas, Father Eugene Lucas. Gene Lucas was a great guy. He's the guy 

who introduced me to the A/*M.sero.s*, the Mexican migrant farm workers. I lived at Our 

Lady of Guadalupe for awhile in Sacramento at Seventh and T. 7g7as7a &  VMeVra Se/wra 
<7e GM#<7a/Mpe. I think, you know, 7?MCA?m Dfa,s-; /?M<?/M,s A'oc/?g.s; Muy grdc;7M—

MVe<7? That's about as far as my Spanish went, but it was enough to get me through the 

door and into their fiestas. I was treated with great respect with those folks, the Hispanic

36



community. Back in those days they calied 'em CA/cawo-s. Today they're Z/?.spo??/c, and 
now Zr?/mo. Anyway, that's another day and another subject.

it was through that ... . And Father Lucas was right in the middte o f a!i this. He was 
friends with the Spanish community, Mexican community, Mexican-Americans. 
MOPA— the Mexican Poiitica) ... . Something organization.-^ So there was that. And 

Father Lucas was saying, "Weit, you know they're gonna have a march from Detano, 
Cahfomia to Sacramento and they'd like to see Governor [Ronaid] Reagan." Yeah, rig/?/! 

[Z?Mg/?.s] Fat chance. Anyway, Father Lucas asked me, "Wouid you like to go to Delano 

and get on the march?" And he was always kidding me and says, " 'Cause you're a 

gringo, man, you can help with the dishes. And cook. .Serve." Great. Whatever it takes. 
So 1 was hanging around with people from U[niversity of] California] Davis at the time, 

couple o f professors, Dave and his wife, Dave and Harriet Lewis. Dave Lewis. And he 
gave me my first guitar and I learned how to play folk songs, [.sings'] Mic/?r?e/, row i/?e 
Z?ooi o.s/?ore ... . D0-<r/0-&?-<?M0?. Yeah. IFe .S7?n/i Overcome. My, God, we went through 

acres and acres o f i/?ot! And another man named Pat Smith— Patrick Smith, ! caught up 

with years later in San Francisco. Had a beard and long hair and, "Ahhhh! Patrick, you've 

c/?ongecZ!" What a neat guy.

Nevertheless, they had gone to Mexicali every year and at one point I had an 

opportunity to go to M exicali with them one year and it was during Easter break. And I 

said, "God, what a way to go and spend two weeks' Easter vacation doing something that 
these guys are so involved in." What they were involved in was not just talking and going 

down and hosting classes on, quote, taking the church to them. It was an opportunity for 
me to go down and repair the roof and work in the hospital and do that sort of thing. So 

that was a lot o f fun.

R7?gf? goM vug they aw J  them, w/?o Jo  goM ???er????

Pat Smith, Dave Lewis. And this was all through the auspices o f the Newman Center, 
which is very common on college campuses.40 I'm in high school, and I'm hanging 

around places like the Newman Center at the University o f California, Davis. Pat Smith 
and other great professors, as well as the hierarchy o f the Catholic Church. Anything to 

get involved in the movement, and the movement, whether it was for Black parity, for 
freedom for Black folks to vote, or the Freedom Riders to get there to help 'em to do so, 

or the Mexican farm workers to work in the fields but still stand up for a sense of dignity 

and demand the right to equal pay and equal time and those sort o f things, f mean, this, to 

me, was my cup o f tea, this was my milk. That and my faith. That was the basis of all my
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activity. And it was through that that [ met Cesar Chavez. I remember going to Delano 
and I'm out in the fields with Cesar Chavez, his sister there, Arturo, who is now the 

president o f the United Farm Workers [Union]. Arturo Rodriguez, I think. Arturo. ^4rt/mr. 
Anyway, he's the head o f the farm workers' union today down in Delano. I mean, I was 
just a kid. I could barely shave. But this was great! This was exciting for me! These were 
exciting times. 1 remember the sheriff of Kern County coming up on the property with 

loaded guns and the guys that owned the farms. 1 thought, "Wow! This is so reminiscent 
[of Selma, Alabama]! Only thing missing here is the fact this is broad daylight and 
they're not wearing sheets!" [/aagAs] "My, what a big g:m you have!" [/aMgirs] Yeah, so 
off we went and there was this big march.

It was interesting because they carried the statue o f Our Lady of Guadalupe that whole 
trek from Delano to Sacramento.

Ton warcAcrf w;7/i 'em?

I marched with 'em. We slept in fields and we had mass in the fields and we ate in the 
fields. We were in people's barns. On the sides o f roads. We marched. The sun. I'll never 
forget it. We were coming close to sundown. It was so close to sundown. And the sky 

was just an orange and I was tired from walking and I had to sit down for a few minutes 
and rest. And the marchers were going by. And all of a sudden it was like a black 
silhouette, an army of black silhouettes walking above me, up against this piercing 
orange sky. And there was crosses and there were banners and all this. Yeah. Those were 

the '60s. Those were exciting times.

D/ Jy o a  go a// //zc way to .Sacramento?

Yeah. Yeah. We went to Sacramento. And by the time we got to Sacramento, other 

folks had come on aboard. We had grown, God! I can't tell you. A thousand people, 
maybe?

ITere yon /?ara.s.seo' or enr/angere<? a/ong t/ze way?

No, not really. There was a lot o f banter back and forth between motorists who would 

pass us by on the road. There was banter, maybe, with other farm workers along the way. 
Other ranches, for instance, who didn't get into the union thing. I don't remember any 
bad. All I remember is the good. I remember going to Yolo County, right outside
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Sacramento, this big building. I can't remember where it was. it was the night before we 
were gonna cross the bridge, the Yoio Causeway. We made it to Sacramento, man. it was 

such an emotionai thing. And that night we stayed in this barn, or this /?/#ce. i remember 
the energy in that room and it was jK;va /a #Me/ga! ZoMg Z;'ve t/?e Ar/Te! ;Efvu /a 

f/Me/ga! Ohhhh. We sang the CMrv/V/o song: De Co/dres, c/e Co/d/*e.S', ,S'rw /o.s rwdas' ... . 
it's a song about a rooster and the coiors o f the rooster and what the coiors represent. The 

rainbow aspect o f the cross-section o f foiks who stood for this sort of thing.
It was in that same period that they had the labor strike at Camp Parks Job Corps 

Center in Pieasanton. i marched on the iine with Ciark C liffo rd^  and Robert Kennedy. 

So, I mean, those were brief times with them. I didn't get to spend a week with them, i 
didn't get to do that, i wish I had've. But they were a brief afternoon on occasions and I'il 

forever remember that, i'ii remember [Robert Kennedy's] gray hair and his toothy smiie 
and his charm and his great wit. But we aiways communicated by ietter.

And then ! got the ietter about [his presidential] campaign. And it was about a week 
later from Angie Novello, his secretary, and she said, "Senator Kennedy had asked me to 

drop you a quick line saying that he appreciated your last note and that he will be in 
touch with you as soon as the California primary's over and he's back in Washington. 

Before the convention, he'll take a few moments and drop you a line."

Bobby never left. I never heard from him again, [cr;'ay] Some bastard shot 'im.42

7'/i<3t w<2.s' '6&

June 1968.
1 had come to Reno. And it was then that I met Bill Raggio. And 1 met Bill Raggio 

through Chief Elmer Briscoe, who was chief of police in Reno at the time. Briscoe was 

later asked to resign or fired from the Reno police department, or something, I don't 
know. Left 'is badge in a hotel room or something. I can't remember all of it, but 
anyway.43 Elmer Briscoe, he was a good guy. He was good to me.
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William "Bill Raggio, ca. 1972-75

H7ry cAc/ /?c /M/fO<:/Mce yoM to /?/// Baggio?

Because he knew I was a good Democrat. And he introduced me to BiH Raggio, who 

was a good Repubtican. [Briscoe] said, "1 have a friend, a district attorney, he's a good 

Repubhcan. Maybe you can plug in and go do something with BiH and he'll keep you 

busy."
So I met Bill Raggio at the Red Carpet.44 t rnet BiH before the Red Carpet, but 

somewhere in the interim, Elmer Briscoe introduced me to BiH Raggio. 1 think it was 

either at the police department or at Bill's office. BiH was district attorney, he was DA of 

Washoe County at the time. BiH and Dorothy had [taken] me into their home and made 

me a part o f their life. Other than my grandparents, this was the happiest time of my life. 

BiH was very staunch. He was a disciplinarian. Very tough-minded. Fair. Very fair. Very
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compassionate. Very loving. I know a side o f Bill Raggio a lot o f folks don't. To this day 

1 have so many deep regrets a b o u t . . . .  He thinks that maybe I hurt 'im, but 1 didn't. And 1 

hope 1 didn't. I'm forever grateful for them, but I'm forever sorry that I did not see 

Dorothy before she died and get a chance to apologize or to tell 'er that 1 loved 'er.4$

D;'JyoM ac/aa/fy //w  wftA /Ae?7i?

Yeah. I had a room. I lived in the basement, in a room in the basement o f their house. 

795 Robin [in] Reno. Leslie, M ark, and Tracy were the kids and they all lived at home. 

They were a family. They were probably the first real family 1 ever had in my life. Bill 

damned near made a Republican outta me!

7/e wa,s' aware q /y o w  /af/?er? Toa .s*a/'<7 t/?af /?e wa,s' t/?e D/l w/?o ... .

Yeah, he was aware o f my dad. But we never got into a whole lot of that. It was during 
this period that Bill's Senate campaign ... . He ran against Howard Cannon, I think, or Ed 

Fike, the first time. In 1969. '68, '69 he ran against Ed Fike for the United States 
Senate.46 Well, he ran against Fike [in] the primary, and Fike beat 'im. Bill had a strong 

belief in his Catholicism and that was part o f the attraction [for me], part of the 

connection there. He used to kid me, he used to say— he probably knew 1 was a bad guy. 

I'd say, "We gonna go to confession?" He said, "We don't have enough tfwe." [/aagAs] 

We'd be there forever. One o f [Bill's] themes in 1968, runnin' for the U. S. Senate, he 

used to tell people in the campaign in places like Yerington and a place outside of 
Yerington, a little miner's camp, or a little town, Weed Heights or something. And there's 

another little place called ... . I'll never forget [he used to say], "There's no such thing as 

re.spoM.VMe civil disobedience." [/aag/?^] I used to go, "H%ca!"
I had a girl friend at the time and she took me down a path that [/aag/M] Bill was sure 1 

was gone in the depths o f corruption. First time in my life I smoked marijuana. [She] 

taught me even how to /?o/<7 it, let alone light it. She talked to me about getting laid— 

God, it was Ja;7y!

O/r/y talked a&JMf ft?

No. I mean, ft was, like, the era o f  free love! [/aMg7?,y] Shit, I didn't know you
could smoke a roach, eat a roach, and get laid and still carry on a conversation all at the 

same time! [/aag/?,s] Bill was bound and determined 1 was going to hell in a handbag. 1
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missed my childhood, is what happened. I missed the misadventures. So here I am, I'm on 

the verge o f damned near twenty-one years old, and now I'm catching up. Now I'm doing 

everything I should've done years ago. Gotten in trouble, used the car, stayed out late and 

did those things. I didn't get 'em until late. I didn't do it until I got Bill's T-Bird 

[Thunderbird] and stayed out all night. I didn't do it until I got his family car with his 

daughter, Leslie. Down in Las Vegas we went out for ice cream cones, got back to the 

hotel, Bill's in his boxer shorts and God! he's mad 'cause he's got a meeting to go to and 

give a speech! He's tellin' the rest o f us, "Tomorrow you're a// outta here!" [/aagOs]

But he treated me like a father and he treated me like I was his son. And he loved me so 

much, he and Dorothy. And I ... . Somewhere I screwed up so bad. I got to a place where 

I was so angry with the world that I took out a// o f my emotions, a// o f my energy, and 

a// my frustration, and I took it out on everything and everybody I ever loved. I spent a 

couple o f years doing that.

Now </?'</ yoM Jo /Oa/ to 0/// aac/ DcroO?y?

I stopped seeing them. Soon as I got into radio I started ranting and raving and cutting 

people down. And I started finding myself attacking some of the go o J people. In my 

quest for trying to bring people together I was really Jrac /ar/ag  a lot o f folks and not 

realizing it. I was the radical I had always feared I was going to be. I didn't want to be 

that person, but it was tike the rage had built. And a lot o f it had to do with my father. I 

was so/hc%;Mg angry at my dad I cou)da kil)ed 'im. If nobody else did. Could have wrung 

his neck. And here I was tom  with emotion. God, I can't explain it to you. I was torn 

inside because I wanted to get married and settle down and have a family. I wanted to 

have what everybody else had. And somehow or another it had been taken from me. It 

was denied me. When, in reality, today, several years later, I now sit here standing back 

in true perspective and look and say, "God, t/?ey didn't do it. 7 did. 7%ey weren't 

responsible, /  was." And all the chastis[ing] in the world that I lay on m yself is not gonna 

get Bill, in my heart o f hearts as I fear, he'll never forgive me. And I'm ever so sorry for 

that.

ITOeayoM grV into rac/;o, J  was* sowe years /ater—/a O?e /970s? '#ds?

'80s. And that's when I got on this thing about I ... . The rage in me. I saw things in 

casinos with women where their interest and performance was graded on their 

performance in Room 212. /Vof behind the craps table, the dice table, the ability to carry
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cocktai!s. But on the shape o f their legs and the size o f their chest. That's their rating 

system. And I knew if they did that to t/ze/M, I wonder what they're doing to wen who 

happen to be o%?ere/F, who happen to be gay. Witch hunts in the casinos. What an 

absolute outrage! 1 was tom  because o f co/7,sc/e7zce and reZ/'g/'o// [yaMMc?s /?A cZze.s/] and 

my own life in such disarray in the sense that 1 had no father who gave a shit. That 

instead did what he did. And I was trying to reach out to grab something. I wrote 

something once on a keno ticket and 1 memorized it and I'll never forget it. It said: &/ 

Jeep a //J  /fz/e/z.S'e aw 7 /Zza/ a t //we.s 7 q/zeyf/o// even wy own .sa/z/'/y. For /Zze Aoz/Z/Z/'/zg 

qMe.s7/'a// A, Now /ong can /ZzA c o /J  yet warw, /Z/A ra/Z/Zevs*, yet perZ/ap.s /ov/'ng .sc// 

cont/nnc to cxAt o r .sa^.s/Je w/t/?/n /7.seZ/ a.s .s/a/ae-Z/Zre /  s/an<7, rcac/?/ng ont a t v/s/'on.s o/ 

gZ/a.s/v, grop/ng /nto /Zze Jar7nc.s,s? Yet they're a// .so rca/. A /t Ja//c/7/g neon ;'n a rain 

acro,s.s concrete /n a  pavezZ c/ty? FZ/ey zZa/zce 7ac7 a t we o/7er/ng Z/p .serv/'ce to /ove azzzZ 

care /Zza/'.s were woc/rery to /Zze //Fene.s.s q/* once-tang/?t zZz'v/'/ze /aw. And when I wrote 

that, my soul, my guts, my heart, everytZzz7zg was on that piece o f keno ticket, on the back 

o f it. And that's what I wrote. I knew years ago, too, I had an ability to write. And 1 knew 

years ago, too, that I had an ability to stand before crowds and talk to folks about things 

that really mattered. But it was so confusing. Somewhere in the interim o f all this 1 got 

lost in perhaps my own schizophrenia. And I read a book a b o u t... . Who's the artist went 

crazy and cut o ff his ear? 1 said, "You know, that guy's not all that bad." Van Gogh. The 

only thing sure [is] 1 don't have the nerve to cut my ears off.

But 1 damned near took my life once. Fz/cA: the world andyzzc7 life! Damn, be damned! 

Take your Catholicism, take your belief and your care and your love and all your passion 

and all your family shit. You take it, I don't want it because it ZzzzrA! I want off. Focfay. 
And 1 knew when 1 lost my wife and my child, that's it. I'm tired. I'm tired. I've been in 

better fights and I'm gonna give up. I don't want no more fights. There's no more left in 

me. I've lost my heroes.
You know somethin'? I'm glad I didn't succeed [in killing myself] that day. I'm glad I 

got to stick around. I'm glad I got to stick around because now I can look behind me and I 

can tel! . . . .  [yaM,se.s', cr/es] And I thought all those years that I blamed Bill [Raggio] for 
me not seeing my daughter. I thought he was the one responsible for keeping me from 

her. And he wasn't. I'm ever so sorry. And if I had ... . [vo/ce /a<?e.s* away; yaM.se,s'; cr;e,s'] 

Bill, I love you. Please forgive me. [cr/e,s] Yeah. And I thank God for letting me live and 

not being so foolish as to get the right chamber with the wrong bullet. 'Cause F  wa.s* /a /My 

/oMe/a?e.s'.s' ///at 7 /oMa<? ///ere wa.s* /7/ /Me an /7/v/7/c/F/e .sz//////zer, someone wrote. Camus, I 
believe.47 it was in the midst o f  winter I found there was in me an invincible summer, 

and I'd like to think that it was in my loneliness that I found— a/ozze— the best of myself.
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I [spent] three months in the hospita! trying to put my pieces together. I walked out with 

twenty-seven cents in my pocket. No wife, no kids.

Row /oMg were yoM w;W? t/?e A"ogg/o,y?

Off and on, probably, 1 dunno, an association off and on for about ten years.

foM we^/ oi/o //?e oi/7/Yoiy ot one pool/.

1 went in the navy. God, it was like ... .Y ou  know the old saying? I'm one of those guys 

that's got luck. You can walk in shit, come out like a ro.se! The hardest part was saying 

goodbye to Bill and Dorothy at the bus station that day. [/loo.se.s,' cr;'e,s]. Leslie was there, 

Mark and Tracy. The whole fam ily. No— Bill was at the DA's office, he was at the office 

that day. Dorothy and them took me to the bus station. God, it was cold. It was February 

5, 1969. It was cold. It was raining out. It was ugly, it was muddy, and it was depressing. 

And we said our goodbyes and did what we did. That afternoon, on the way to the bus 

station, I had gone to the DA's office. Bill was coming down the hall— it was a long 

hallway— and I stood in the glass door and they opened the door and let me go down to 

meet 'im halfway down the hall. I remember I ran up to 'im and I put my arms around 'im 

and I called 'im Da<7. And I told 'im I loved 'im. And I thanked 'im. And he was proud of 

me, he says, "Go do good things." Yeah. God, it was tough. Hardest part was emotionally 

being stable enough to handle that. It was so hard. It was w  hard! I got through boot 

camp, got through basic, graduated number 1 in my class. In fact, I led my whole 

company. I led my company. I was in front o f my company on the parade ground, the 

reviewing stand, graduation day, wan! I remember even while I was in basic, I came 

home, Bill and Dorothy and I and all o f  us, we went to ... . That was great. Somewhere in 

the /s*eno Gazette-JoMrna/ you'll find it. Bill Raggio, my adopted father, had a picture of 

Nixon and I having visited. Somewhere in the Gazette-Joarna/, they've got in the paper 
down there. It's in the archives somewhere.48 It was while I was home on leave that Bill 

and Dorothy and all o f  us went to Las Vegas and that's where I met Frank Sinatra. God, if 

you mention gay rights to Sinatra, I figured you'd get a mob hit, so I wasn't gonna get into 

it. But I was fighting, mentally, all o f  that. I was a good boy. I was a nice sailor. I was 

serving my country and 1 was straight and I wanted my family.
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%>M /?aJ an  oppor/Mn/'ty on &o<37*J /o /o/A /o A7xon.

The Blacks on our ship ... . Nixon's coming aboard. We were out on severai iunar 

missions. I was out on the Apotio missions, my ship, the (7. & 5'. ^r/rngton. We were out
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in the South Pacific and we were the relay communications ship, and white we weren't 

doing that we were breaking code with the Vietnamese, picking up their code, breaking it 

up so we coutd know w hat the North was up to. Fourth o f Juty 1969 we're playing 

baseball, havin' a cookout on the A  Deck, the flight deck, right off the coast of Vietnam. 

There's the war and the bombs and the ships and the planes dropping bombs killing 

people, dropping napalm on innocent citizens and villages— we're over there eatin' our 

ro',S'e,s off! We're havin' a good tim e— but we're waiting to go down to meet the president, 

though. We're gettin' ready that same month to go down past Guam and the Solomon 

Straits and go down and meet President Nixon. We've got a chance to wave at the /forget 

and see all the astronauts— [Neil] Armstrong coming back from the moon, One .sw<r/// step 

/or won, wote/i ;7, yonV/ .step /n tt on<7 t/?e re,st o / tt',s /o r won^'nJ! [7oogAs] They took all 

the Blacks o ff the [^r/tngton] and put 'em on Johnston Island because they all wore one 

glove on the right hand and they kept raising their fists and the captain didn't wanna be 

embarrassed with the president coming! Oh, what an opportunity.

And the day they called me in— my division commander called me in, said, "1 want you 

as a side boy for the president in the honor guard."

1 said, "Mo?"

So the presidential chopper landed, Chopper One, landed on the A Deck. The steps 

came down. You see it today on newsreels. President [Nixon] comes down, 1 was right 

there, man! M an, 1 was smart. So somewhere in the interim, my division officer called 

me to report to his quarters. W ell, he lived in Officer's Country, what they called Officer's 

[Country]. I'm an enlisted man. You don't go to Officer's Country. The president's up 

there, for one thing. Secret Service for days. They're hanging out on the ship everywhere. 

And M elvin Laird is Secretary o f Defense, he's on the ship. So, anyway, I get to Officer's 
Country, 1 open the hatch and I walk through and there stands the Secretary of Defense, 

Melvin Laird, and President Nixon, and my division officer. He says, "You've been 

invited to m eet with the president."
Man, to ?neet with the preV<?c?P!

"Yes, Sir."
Mr. N ixon come over and we got our picture taken with each other, captain standing 

behind us and all this 'n' that. And afterwards, we went into the captain's quarter. The 

captain walked out, the president and I sat there. Melvin Laird sat for a few minutes, the 

Secretary o f  Detense, Secretary Laird. We talked about, you know, it was a nice day and 

how was the trip, and the flight and JaM a-Ja  and how was Washington, and I said to Mr. 

Laird, "W ant to know the truth, Sir? I'm homesick. How's home?"
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He says, "Well the real world's going on." It's going and he left. So Mr.

Nixon says, "Would you like a hamburger?" [?m/M;'c.s' J?;'c/?orcf VAoM'v JAtmctAc voice] 

"I've ordered some cheese burgers and some french fries. Would you like some?"

"Yes, Sir, Mr. President, if  it's all right for you, Sir."

And we sat there. He said, "This is quite exciting."

And I says, "Yes, it is, Sir. You know, we need a female astronaut, Mr. President."
"We need a w/?<3t?"

"We need a woman astronaut."

He says, "Well, maybe someday there will be."

"Maybe someday there'll be women serving in the military."

"They already serve! They're nurses in Vietnam."

I said, "No, no, no, Mr. President. I think that they'll be brigadier generals someday. 

And women will be part o f the Joint Chiefs o f Staff."

And he looked at me. And then it was like, we were talking, and the subject got 
changed to Senator [Ted] Kennedy and Chappaquiddick,49 and it was, like, he wanted to 

get out o f conversation, and we went off to something else about the navy.
"Yeah, I was in the navy, too."

"Yes, Mr. President." And 1 told 'im about Bill

Raggio. [Nixon] went to W hittier College, but Bill Raggio went to Hastings and how the 

two of them are great Republicans and 1 suggested then ... . Bill to this day does not 

know, but 1 suggested then to Mr. Nixon, "Next time you have a Supreme Court 

appointment, you'll have to think about appointing Bill Raggio to the United States 

Supreme Court." 1 said, "He would make a great, an OMt-sta??J;Mg Supreme Court Justice." 

1 looked right at 'im.

After awhile, he says, "That's something to think about." And never heard another 

word. To this day, Raggio does not know what 1 did.

But the rea / bomb was when he asked me, "It's quite unusual for sailors to come up 

with ideas like you have. But I find 'em extraordinary and a little before [their] time."

1 says, "Yes, Sir, Mr. President. And maybe someday we'll have a path open for 

homosexuals to serve in the military, too."

And, wow! It was like a &)???&! He says, "Wait, a minute. 1 draw the line. We have a 

question o f  wora/jfy here." It was a question o f co/?e.swn ;M ?w?U

I said, "Well, Mr. President, do you think that there are none now?"

He said, "Well, 1 don't know if  they're out there or not! If  they are, they're keepin' awful 

quiet about it!"
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I said, "Weli, I imagine they are, Mr. President." [/<2Mg/?.s] I just kind o f left it at that. 

But I said, "Mr. President, ) appreciate this, but I've got to say that, iike women, 

[homosexuals], too, wiii have a piace in the military someday. And they, too, will be on 

the Joint Chiefs o f Staff. They, too, will be brigadier generals and commanders and vice 

admirals in the navy. Even admirals. They'll serve above the rank o f enlisted and they 

will have positions o f great pow er and strength in this country."

And he says, "You're awful willful for a young man your age."

1 said, "Mr. President, with all due respect, I don't mean to take away from your 

position as Commander in Chief."

He says, "Oh, no, no, no, don't worry about that, son. I'm glad to have you in my 

company. You're very well educated, very well informed. Some of your ideas ... . You 

need to go to college. You'll learn a lot o f things different." [/<7Mg/M]

And that was about the end o f  it. And from that point on, we talked about the moon, we 

talked about the landing, we talked about Mr. Armstrong, we talked about history being 

made. I asked 'im about ABM  [an anti-ballistic missile treaty], he said, "We're gonna find 

a definition for ABM. We're gonna define that missile and end up either getting it or not." 

And how long to the war— God! 1 wanted to ask 'im, but we didn't get into that.

But 1 have no regrets growing up in those times. If  I could, I'd stop the clock and go 

back to 1960. 1962, even. It was an interesting time. I enjoyed living in the '60s. And 

then the anti-[Vietnam] war movement after the service. God, what a 6n.s/<r/r<7 war. Yeah. 

And I saw the fallacy o f hope. Fifty-eight thousand people died. For what? But, you 

know? 1 gotta say something in defense o f Nixon, although at the time ... . Had he not 

gone into Haiphong Harbor. Had he not decided to bomb in May of '72, I think it was, 

had not decided to bomb Haiphong Harbor and shut off the supply [lines] o f the North, I 

think that war would have drug out even further. Nixon took a lot of heat and a lot o f shit 

from a lot o f folks, and 1 was one o f 'em gave 'im shit about the war when I came home. 

But 1 have no regret about going into the streets and demonstrating against the 

Establishment, as they say, or against the war at that time. I have no regrets about it. 1 

think Nixon, he did some great things and it's gonna take history awhile to give 'im credit. 

They're starting to do it now. The opening o f the channels to China. He had enough 

foresight to see that. He did some extraordinary things. 1 think the SALT [Strategic Arms 

Limitation Treaty] meetings and the treaties as a result o f SALT with [Leonid] Brezhnev 

and those people at the time. Yeah.

48



Eddie Anderson and President Richard Nixon on board the t/. A. A. during the
Ago/fo 7/ spiashdown, Juiy 26,1969

%)M've gfven we fAe y/ag /row  tAe [U. S. S. Arlington]. 7eff we fAe /?acAgroMaJ o / f/?af 

/Fog— /row ff wo.s* yoM wewt to get ft, /row ft wo.s* //yfrrg. ./M.sf .so we /rove .sowe frocAgroMrrJ 

orr ft.

I'm always picking things up. Not that I'm kleptomaniac, but I'm always picking up 

thing for memory. I'm a pack rat. I could show you stones, as I gave you one, where it 

was, what date, and how old it is. I have a rock at home, for instance, when I was back 

years ago traveling with the [San Francisco] Giants and doing a pre-game show. I 

remember I left Shea Stadium one night and we were going to the team bus, 'cause we 

rode with the players in the bus back and forth from the ball park. The players called it 

the bail yard, from the ball yard to the hotel. And I reached down and I picked up a rock 

out o f the parking lot. I still have that rock today. "Why don't ya throw that rock away?"

"Well, no, that came from Shea Stadium."

But I knew that the day that the president landed on the G. S'. & Ar/fwgfon— I knew that 

not only was this historical in the fact that, you know, right a few yards away was the G. 

S'. S'. T/or??ef and aboard the TZorwef, waving at us as we waved back is Neil Armstrong
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and the Boys, as we called 'em. They had come back from the moon. But prior to their 
ianding—and because Nixon had gone there, too, to greet them as they came aboard the 
[Roznef] as they were recovered from the ocean. But the night before is when Nixon was 
aboard o:vr ship. See, even back then, I think, Nixon had a sense of parity. "i'H do you [on 
the /Vofwet] and then we')i do yon guys [on the /)r/;'Mg/of?]." [/oMgA.s] No pun intended! 
But it wasn't unti) '74 we rea)ized what he did to the rest of the country! [/<2MgA.s] But, 
neverthe)ess, it was an historic occasion, it was a perxona/ occasion for me. And I wanted 
to remember, it was more than just getting a picture taken with President Nixon, who at 
the time, aiso, in ai) due respect, was my commander-in-chief. You know, despite the 
poiitics at home, i knew what the man was doing. I thought he was the most briiiiant 
mind in our generation in foreign poiicy that ever occupied the White House. I defy 
anyone to teii me any different. It's too bad Mr. Nixon wasn't around for the demise of 
the Coid War and the crumbting of the Beriin Walk It wou)d have been an exciting time 
for Mr. Nixon. I mean, I didn't support the man, but I recognize greatness.

But on that day [he came aboard the AHmgtow] I recognized the moment in the history 
of this occasion. I'd gone down to the fan tail and a friend of mine was in charge of 
putting the flags out. 'Cause they had gotten a new flag, is what they'd done, for the 
occasion of the president. It cost me a few beers on iiberty, but I asked the man if I couid 
have the flag that flew the morning of [Nixon's] ianding, and we replaced it with a new 
one. And he said, "Sure." So he fo)ded it for me and it's fo)ded as he foided and it's never 
been unfolded. And I gave it to you for your museum or whatever it is you're doing. It 
came from the ship that the president was on. And I incidentaily happened to be on the 
same ship. You understand.

It was exciting meeting the president, and I've gotta believe in my heart of hearts, God 
forbid, if there was anyone e)se before me, 'cause I apologize and I give you credit if you 
were there before me—but I gotta beiieve I'm the /i'r,st guy that ever approached a U. S. 
president about homosexuai rights.

ITAy r//<7yoM/cc/ cow/JcZ/er/ to to A Aw aZ?OMf Ao/Mo.s'cxwa/ rights'?

I dunno. I haven't got a ciue. I couidn't tei) you. I cow/<:A?7 /<?// yoM. I Awew that the 
mi)itary would have to expand. I saw so many, quote, .strm'gA? faces in the crowd. MacAo 
in the crowd. I knew a iot of peop)e who were in the closet in the navy. I knew what was 
goin' on on wy ship. That old salt laying out on the A Deck, that old chief, 1 knew what 
he was up to. He'd been in the navy a long time. Maybe he'd been at sea a little too long 
to where maybe the skipper looked good. [ZaagA ]̂ You know, I knew if Ac was there, I

50



said, "My God, there's 6?OM.son<is out there, too. They're iaying on flight decks all across 
America and all around the world, there's a flight deck with a queer on it!" [/ongAs] And 1 

know in the marine corps ./o/m Ifayne'.s vo/'ccj, "Hi, my name is the Duke and I'll

bet yoM bend over, too!" I knew that if  there was a queer on the A Deck, there's gotta be 

some queen out there wearin' an army uniform or walkin' around a little more macho than 
Gomer Pyle. [/ongAs*] 1 think that that was probably the enticing thing. Is the fact that 

women were serving in Vietnam and I was aware o f the fact they were there. They were 

MMf.se.s ! And they were in the struggle o f the battle o f the same frontier and the male 

counterpart and getting less, and less, and less recognition for their efforts against the war 

in Vietnam. And 1 saw that and I said, you know, "Goddamn it! If 6?qy're there, I know 

there's some r/Mccrs* in that jungle. I know this is war and they ain't got time for ten 
r#(MM,5O but there're some fags in that jungle!" [/ongAs] "There's some g;'r/.s' hangin' in 

them trees, and I Awow it!" [/oMgAsj I knew it, and I guess maybe that's what compelled 

me [to talk to Nixon about it]. 'Cause 1 knew there were minorities serving in the war. 

And among those minorities you can't tell me that the majority would be homosexual, 

pardon me. But in the reo/ world, I knew there was somebody out there serving their 
country wearing a uniform o f  any branch o f service that was female, Black, lesbian, and 

Jew. They had all the strikes against them. But they're also all in the closet. The service 

cannot be totally straight and conduct itself ... . You don't put men on a ship for ninety 

days at a time, where it's more than just afo/p/n'n coMMt! [/ongAs] So maybe that was the 
thing. Maybe I opened my mouth and 1 inserted my foot and I just got on a roll. But that 

roll and that tendency to talk, sometimes, has gotten me in trouble and it has lost me 

friends. You know?

[Tonr o?s'CM.s.s'/on wAA A;cAorJ A'/'xo?? oAoMt ec/no/ r;gAt.s' /o r  goy  yeop /e  Aqyye??e6fj r;'gA? 

q/?er 5?of?ewa//.51

Yeah.

ITA'cA WO.S* w ./Moc '69.

Yeah, this was like a month later.

ITere yoM ow ore q/<S?oMowo//?
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No. At that time, I knew nothing about Stonewaii. I was on a ship, I was out in the 

middie o f  the drink, i got no news about Stonewaii. I knew absoiuteiy about Stonewaii. i 

had not heard about Stonewaii. i didn't hear about Stonewaii ... . It was about a year iater. 

It took me a year to catch up with Stonewaii. Somebody one day said to me ... . We were 

having a conversation— I think it was probably at UNR [University o f Nevada, Reno], i 

can't remember, in fact, who toid me, but it was about a year iater in a conversation that 
someone toid me, "You ever hear o f Stonewaii?"

"Stonewaii Jackson?"

"No, no, no. NAwewa//. You know Mayor [John V.] Lindsay o f New York?"

"Yeah." I )iked Jack Lindsay at that time. For some reason, I iiked Lindsay, 'cause I 
thought he was !ike a Wagner o f  N ew  York, in a sense, oniy a iittie more speed to 'im.S2

So somebody said, "No, they had these great homosexuai riots."

Guy was not a word then. Gay stiii, you know, was /?uyyy! [/uMg/?,s] That's when I heard 

about it. 'Course, I was aware o f  the bohemian kind o f iilestyie in Greenwich Viiiage. 
And it was somewhat iike Haight Ashbury.53 it was kind o f iike the Haight of the East 

and the Haight o f  the West. You know, Haight Ashbury was iike Greenwich Viiiage. But 

I didn't even know the address [of the Stonewaii Inn], 53 Christopher Street. I wasn't 

even aware o f any o f  that. I was ready amazed. I said, "God, you're kidding!" Then i 

heard about the Biack Cat$4 and heard about a iot o f other things. And my interest grew, 
and I thought, God!

But I gotta teii you something, and I hope you understand this and i hope no one ever 

hotds this against me. But I was determined in the beginning that if  I was gonna do 

anything about, quote, guy rights, I couid not succeed . . . .  Because many, many peopie 

have come to me in the straight community over the years and said to me— they have 

said it as recentiy as in the iast three or four years— "If you were gay, i wouid've never 

iistened to you. I oniy iisten to straight peopie. But you have an empathy for gay peopie 

and you made me reaiize that not aii gay peopie are bad." And I got to think[ing] that I 

may be wrong, and I may be ridiculed and hung up and crucified for this by the gay 

community— but i can sieep, knowing that had I said I was gay, I don't beiieve we'd have 

come this far. Because the gay community was perceived as /Ay, it was perceived as 

/cwA?A?e, it was perceived as <?r<y,S'.S'-ruAgr,S' and that sort o f thing. I mean, we're aii 

Hoiiywood Indians, using an oid euphemism. God, does your age show when you use 

t/?u? term. Kids today don't have a d u e  what a Hoiiywood Indian is. But, you understand 

what I'm saying? It was that that got me to be abie to sit down and break through some of 

those barriers, some o f those stereotypes. 'Cause i didn't taik with a iisp. i didn't go in 

[c'/McCs A A ?ongMe ;*M AmYaA'cM q / <277 g ^ w /77<2te /Ay] and camp it up, as they say. It's not a
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disparaging against the gay community, I'm just teHing ya Hke it is. I think that enabled 

our cause. The tim e was right to be straight, It was not a time to be gay. But it was a time 

to knock down barriers, enhghtening people that there were gay people in the crowd.

7e// we fAe .story o/7?ow yoM oc<yM?'rer/ [/AA] Ar/'cA/row tAe .SYor?ewo// /or;.

I had gone to a bar in Greenwich Village and got to talkin' to the bartender and a couple 

o f customers and talked about Stonewall and talked about 53 Christopher Street. One of 

the men kind o f laughed, he said, "You know, there's not much there. There's a few things 

left, but it's mostly vacant, but they have a plaque there." And this is several years ago. 

He says, "If you walk out that door and walk down about ten feet or so, it's right down 

the street here." And I did. There, with other artifacts— rocks and stones and a few bricks 

and things— 1 ju st reached down and picked it up. 1 been hauling that thing around, too. It 

shared the same altar site as my rock out o f the parking lot o f Shea Stadium.

ffA<A wnv A /Aat ?Ae .S7oncwo// rAAx we<rw/ to yoM persowo//y?

Oh, I wish I coulda been there. 1 wish 1 could have been there. I've never run from a 

good fight in my life. You know, 1 guess Stonewall to me was no different than the 

Blacks and the clenched fist. It's anger, it's outrage, it's the pain, and it all comes back. 1 

was unaware o f Stonewall. I was on the .Tr/y boat, as we called it. 1 was on the y4rA'MgtoM. 

And when f spoke with the president, Stonewall had already taken place, ft was like a 

month old. But 1 didn't know that. We didn't get newspapers. We didn't have access to 

news. The only thing that f had heard— 1 didn't hear about Stonewall. The only thing f 

heard, and I don't even know where I got that— whether it was from the com[munication] 

shack or where 1 got it from— but somewhere around.

Senator [Ted] Kennedy and Chappaquiddick. And, 'course, that was the other thing that 

f asked Mr. Nixon about— how Ted Kennedy was. I don't think [Nixon] was quite ready 

for me! [AwgAv] But I'm quite honored that I got to meet the president and quite honored 

that I had the opportunity to talk to him about some things that 1 thought were of 

importance at that time. And without having known that Stonewall had happened. It was 

several months later that I found out. It was almost a year later, in fact, that I found out. I 

kind of chuckled. I thought, God, I hope he didn't think I was recruited in New York and 

signed on ju st so 1 could see AA??! [AwgA.sj I've been lugging that piece o f brick around 

from the Stonewall all these years and 1 knew somewhere in my travels someday I'd find 

a final resting place for it. I'd find a home for it.
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IFAat we Aaven7 ta/AeJ oAon/ A /Ac Jgve/opwont o /y o n r own yexMo/hy.

[/ong paM,se]

PonW A/'y.se<7 /Ac Aoy AeAinc/ /Ao cAapg/ a// /Aoyg ygany ago.

And then when 1 was at the Albertinum at St. Atbert's ... . [1] had a little play thing with 

a guy that worked in the scullery with me. But I knew it was safe with him because there 

was a... . [/angAs] 'Cause I knew he was runnin' around with one o f the Sommers 

Brothers, the Prefects o f Discipline. That's what made it such a hypocrisy. You know? 

That's what was so hypocritical, because I Anew what this guy was doin' with these kids, 

see? So, I mean, you can't help, b u t ... . I gotta tell ya, in all due respect, though, honest to 
God, despite all the stories you might hear about Catholic priests, there's never been a 

situation in my life where I've ever had a circumstance with any finger-fondling friar! 
[/angAy]

ICAen oM yon Aeg/n to recogn/zg yonrself ay Ag;'ng gay?

High school. But 1 was a n?acAo sonovabitch! There was no way in hell f could tell 
someone. But 1 knew 1 was [gay] in high school. 1 knew 1 was. 1 knew 1 was different. 

But 1 never actualized it. f never let it interfere. 1 kept it under wraps. ! kept it constantly 

under wraps. I would never tell anyone. And there was no one 1 was gonna tell.

DA/yon eve/* [express] ;'t a t a//?

No. No. Bear with me when f tell ya this, f Anew what I wanted to do in my life, but I 

was scared to do it as a gay person. 1 said, "The only way I'll succeed and ever do what 1 
want to do, what I know is right, I can only do it as a straight person. 1 can't march unless 

I'm straight. 1 can't be civil unless I'm straight, f can't go for Blacks and parity and 

freedom and a sense o f justice unless Pm straight. 1 can't even fight for gay rights unless 

I'm y/ra;'gA/. Because 7WET w;7/ not /a/A to ay." You can't ... . It's ... . Proof in the 
pudding, trust me. Tell me if I'm wrong. Don't trust me, but tell me if Pm wrong. Today, 

the same problem exists. N ot for me, but for others. Gay people today ... . Pm all for the 

Gay Pride Parade. But do you know what loses the cause in the Gay Pride Parade? And I 

know it's camp and f know it's fun and I know what it is and 1 know it's no different than
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the thing in Louisiana every year. What is that? The Mardi Gras. It's no different than 

Mardi Gras. But when gay people dress up in feathers and show their [ass] cheeks and 

flaunt and throw it in the face, we lose a step back. I'm telling you. You may not see it in 
this lifetime, but you w;7/ some time, [hear them say], "We're wrong. LYt! We need to do 

this whole thing over again. We need to show up dressed for the war, dressed for battle, 

and find ourselves a square table. The march for freedom with our ciothes on. The march 

is sincere. It's not fun anymore. This is sincere. This is reality. This is war. We have to do 

it if we have to wear suits. The camp is fun for the bars, but what we do in pub)ic, people 

see that and that manifests their desire to defeat us." That's what I'm saying. Even today, 

?oJay, this moment, r;'g7?t aow, I refuse to teii you I'm gay. I'm not done yet. The day that 

I die, I'H probabiy tell you. I'll tell you and the rest o f the world and then they wiii know. 

But until then, I've got to m aintain where I'm at. Question 2— this is why [we're] iosing 

the fight. You come out o f the chute caiiing peopie rabid hate-mongers and bigots. Those 

are fire words. You build a wall, you've thrown up the barricade. You might as weii come 
out with your flowers and your streamers and your [ass] cheeks showing. Because they 

/?e<r;r and they .see /Aat. Do you understand what I'm saying? There are two things 

that defeat us. We're dead before we open the door. I say, keep your clothes on, sit at the 

square table and let's get the issues out there and instead o f differences, let's find 

similarities. And let's try that path. When you march, march and have a celebration. But 
don't do it ... . The Sisters. Lemme tell ya. The Sisters o f Perpetual [Indulgence].^ You 

know. /  understand it, yoM understand it— but keep it in the bar. You put it in the public, 

that is offensive. And that is a Je/eot for us. 7'rM.s/ we! 7%at is a defeat.
Jack Edwards, good friend, dear, dear friend o f mine. He's gone public with his dress 

and his /TTsco Ao///'e.s* and he does benefits, but he has a p/ace and he wears his pants in 
public.56 He understands the difference. We chip away at a system and we can win the 

battle. And over all, in the end, we crw win the war and we can conquer. But every time 

we take two steps forward in our battle, we lose our step because here comes some queen 

with her [ass] cheeks.

ToM %:ept p a r t  q/yoMf natMrc o&w/M/e/y [/?;'<A/<w]?

Yeah. Because it gave me the ability ... . How do you think I had the ability to sit down 

and talk with the governor? The governor may suspect I'm gay. He don't know nothin'. 

Governor [Bob] Miller. But when you sit and talk to the governor and ask 'im to come to 

a gay bar, if I'd've shown up with a dress and Ja-r/a-Ja and whatever, he'd've laughed at 

me. There'd've been no way he'd've walked through that door. I gM<2r<2Mtee you, he'd've
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never walked through that door. And it's not just for me I'm teiiin' you. I have great 

respect for a iot o f people in Las Vegas, for instance. There's Kevin Kelly and there's Rob 

Schlegel and others.57 They're gay, but they're not out there with their ... . They sit at a 

square table. They're ready to do ... . "Let's talk." That's the persona. And the question of 

sexual orientation is never an issue. It's never an issue. That issue may &e an issue, but 

theirs? No, it's not an issue. It's not important whether I'm gay or straight. If you're 

willing to follow me, fine. I f  you don't, then create your own path. 1 suggest you do so, 

because we're all headin' in the same direction, anyway.

So maybe there is some animosity [toward me from the gay community]. "He lives in a 

closet!" So what? I've done more in the closet than a lot o f queens 1 know standing 

around on street comers playing the part. And I'm not being disparaging against 'em. I'm 
just tellin' ya. I f  ya wanna win, you gotta dress it up a little bit.

7`e// we a&OMtyoMr worr/'oge.

God. [rM&s* /?/'.s' /?OM<%y together] I married twice. Once wasn't enough, so I had to do this 

twice. Yeah. God. I got m arried the first time to Joan. We were only married just a few 

months.

J(?O7! w%o?

Joan Cox. And then we got a divorce. Bill Raggio got me my divorce, in fact.

Now c/<V wore gOM?

I was, like, twenty years old, twenty, twenty-one. Somethin' like that.
And then Patty and I g o t . . . .  I was workin' at the Riverside [Hotel]. I was the maitre d', 

I ran the showroom for Jessie Beck. One year in February, about 1974, we decided we 

were going to take Johnny Vanelli and Linda Lee, his sister, and another act, the Hagers 
from Nee-Now,5S and some others, took 'em out to the Fallon Naval Air Station and do a 

show for the sailors. And while I was out there I met Patty, who later became my wife. I 

met her parents, and then 1 later m et her.
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P<2%y w/?o?

Patty Blumgarten.



l%M .s*Ae Z'vmg OM/ o/ F 0//0M?

Um, hm.

Now JMyoM wee/ /?er?

Through her parents.

/If? <7 /?e;̂  poreo/.s were ... ? 7 weon, w/?o/ wo.s* /Ae corwect/oo Ae/wee^ /?er porew/.s nf?JyoM?

They had come to the Riverside a iot. They were patrons, they were customers in the 
casino. And they iived in Fa)ion. He was in the navy. And, "Hot damn! man," 1 said. 

"This is an opportunity here. I'm gonna get myself married and have a family and settle 

down." I was gonna do what was, quote, r;'gZ/. Well, didn't quite get married. Patty got 

pregnant and [my daughter] Courtney was born in '74. Patty and I got married before 

Courtney was born. I said, "God, we gotta hurry up and do this The kids'll be grown!" 

[/oMg/?,s] Anyway, off we went and we got married. God, I was workin' the Cal-Neva 

[Hotel] as a bartender and that's when I ... . Shit, I was sneakin' off to Paul's Lounge, 

downtown at the time. [Patty] was livin' in Fallon, I was stayin' in Reno during the week, 

so I was playin' all week. I was wrong. I was [only] half-assed into my marriage, 1 guess. 

1 don't think we split because o f that, because she never knew anything about it. We split 

because, you know, like young people, we struggled, we couldn't get ends to meet, and 
we couldn't balance the check book. And I figured if we still had paper in the checkbook, 

we still had money. But it didn't work that way! [/<r???g/?.s] And one day it was over. And 

when it was, 1 was at work, I came home and everything was gone. I walked in my house, 

walked upstairs, and the only thing left in that house in Fallon— [we] lived in Fallon—  

was Courtney, my daughter's, her crib was in the comer. And a picture that we had made 

up, a picture o f her with blocks in front of her that said 7 Zove My D<%My. That was 

leaning against the corner o f the crib. That was <7// that was left. It took me twenty-five 

years to see what was finally the result o f that little picture. And 1 just saw my daughter 
for the first time last year.
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Courtney Anderson, ca. 1974

H%y were yoM Aep/ separateJ /row /?er /or .so /oog?

The parents ... . You know, her parents and that whole family, they're all Mormons, for 
one thing. So. Yeah. And I imagine 1 was so angry back then I'da probably done 

anything. As a result, that's when I had my nervous breakdown and 1 went to the hospital 
for a few weeks. And that's when I put my head together and 1 decided to pick up the 
marbles and get back in the game and quit doin' the bullshit and straighten myself up and 

go down the road and get on with my life.

ITo.s l/?or l/?e Owe yoM /r;'eJ /o coww/f .sw'c;'c/e?
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Um, hm. Yeah. It was when I went out and played Russian Rouiette out at Lahontan.6O 

Turned the music up, got m yse)f shit-faced— and the buiiet wouldn't hit the right 

chamber, the chamber didn't come around. I must've swung that thing ten times and 

nothin' happened. I said, "There's somethin' wrong with this picture. I even fuck up a 

good suicide. I can't even <7/'e right." You know. But it was an inner turmoil, it was a great 

fight, it was a big struggle for me. And, so, yeah.

7%a? wa,s' a&oaf /f?e .sawe /hue ?Aatyoa AaJyoMr cancer.

Um, hm. You know what's ready interesting? 1 went to Hawaii— this was in February 

o f '75. I went to Hawaii. 1 worked for the Sheraton [Hotei] chain, I ran a showroom over 

there for the P la tte rs^  for about six months, and then 1 came back from there and that's 

when I had my crack-up. 1 was with Bid Raggio and Dorothy, in fact, up at [Lake Tahoe] 

at Tahoe Keys, in a condo, and that's when I came crashing down, that weekend. Bid 

came down from the take, Dorothy came down from the take, they came to the hospital to 

see me. I damned near died. They were just absolutely, totally upset and all kinds o f stuff. 

One thing led to another and finally it was Bid Raggio who saved my life. He said, "1 

love you enough, you're my friend, 1 want to get you some help. You can't be walkin' 

around the streets tellin' your wife you're gonna get rid o f her if she doesn't come back to 

you. This is not right. You're gonna get it together, now!" And that was the tough side of 

Bid. He says, "You're gonna grow up. You're gonna get ahold o f yourself, you're gonna 

be mature, gonna be a man about this, and this is what's gonna happen." So, yeah. But, 

like 1 said, 1 blamed him ad those years as party to my daughter being gone, and he was 

absolutely innocent in that whole thing.

Now wo.s' ;f /Z?a? yon woo/rf /wagme /?e woa/<7 Aave anyt/rwg to <7o w%/: ;f?

Because he said to me one day, he says, "You know, she can remarry and [her new 

husband] can adopt Courtney if  he wants." And 1 thought then that, God, Bid's gonna turn 

on me. And that's what I thought. Little did I know, he didn't. He was the last person in 

the world'd turn 'is back on me, him and his wife, his family.

7e// we #&OMt ?Ae cancer*.

It was about a year later. My vision was fading. I kept getting halos over my eyes when 

1 was driving at night and headaches. The paw ! And one day this friend o f mine told me,
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he says, "Well, you need to go to an ophthalmologist." I'd been going to an optometrist 

for about nine months getting reading glasses. Well, for what I knew about 

ophthaimoiogy, I cou)da gone to a gynecoiogist. So I was there and saw Dr. John Bryant 

here in Reno. So he sent me to San Francisco for a biopsy. It was really weird. They told 
me I had cancer, "Melanoma. It's into the membrane o f your brain iining and it wili kilt 

ya. We need to do surgery." And ati of a sudden it was ... . That was the morning I went 
in: "Whadda you think about basebail? Bottom o f the ninth, the bags are loaded. I'm at 

bat, it's a three-two count." And I said about three or four 77ai/ T7a?ys and I woke up and 

[the doctor] said, "Flow'd we do?" I laid in that bed, tears rollin' down my eyes— from 

what I could see, there was this big thing in my head here. [/a:?g/?.s] My face was all 
puffed up and swollen and black and blue. 1 said, "I think we hit a home run." And I 

knew then, 1 said, "I'm gonna stand up, I'm gonna get outta here, I'm gonna put my life 
together, I'll hit home runs from now on I'M never look back."

But I was sorry that I couldn't keep that relationship with Bill and Dorothy. I was ever 
so sorry. But 1 kept it for a couple years more. And then when 1 got into radio, I really 

went off the ... . All o f a sudden, it was like, How's my chance for a bully pulpit, now's my 
opportunity to sit here and tell the whole world what I think is wrong with the world. "I 

may not be right, but I'm gonna tell ya." And I told 'em about the people and the women 

being judged not according to their content or their character or their progress upstairs, 

but what they did with the size o f their chest and the length of their legs in room 210. 1 
said, "That's wrong." Talked about plant closings and workers and economic injustice. 

That's violence against families and workers who struggle. 1 talked about the disparity 
between gay and straight in that world, and how people struggle with AIDS and the 

abandonment [by] their families. And the pain and the infliction o f pain felt because 
people are different. And it was like Robert Kennedy said, according to Tennyson or 

Bernard Shaw, "Some see things as they are and say why? I dream things that never were 
and ask why not?"62 Why? That's all I wanted. Questions as to why.

^  ^

T6a aa<7 7 /rave ia/Aer? a6o:?i t/?A /foa? ti?wg to tone, one/ now A yoar tone to go on t/?e 
reco rJ  wit/? a // q/' it. 77?e proi)/e???,s one/ t/?e .sMoce,s.se,s' wit/? t/?e 7?eno Gay /?o<7eo ??p 

/?ere.63 Abw, 7 i?e/ieve t/?ey <7?'J /?ave a  /?T.s't gay ro<7eo ap /?ere in 7976? bar/ /?a<7 it /o?̂  a 
/ew years* [a/ter t/?at] 6e/o?*e t/?ey ran  into troaZ?/e.
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Reno Gay Rodeo flier [1979]
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Phi! [Lane] Ragsdale, who was also my friend.64 Phil was involved in the Court,65 but 

he was also ... . The rodeo was a result o f  Phil. That was his dream. He brought it to 

fruition here and he made it happen. Phil's no longer with us. 1 remember Phil and some 

of the fun stories we used to share. I figured at the time ... . [/aMg/rs] This has nothing to 
do with the rodeo.

6*ay!

There was a three-hundred dollar cab ride he told me about. [/aMg/ry] He met this guy 
and he took 'im to the lake [Tahoe]! [/<7Mg/?,s] A? a  ca6! And then brought 'im back down 

[to Reno] in a cab! [GagGs] Has nothing to do with the rodeo, but you've got me going, 

now! There's a story about ... . I can't remember who it was. Mop Top? She has the Mop 
Top hair place over off o f Wells Avenue over here.66 God, what's her name? She's a 

hoot! She's the only one I know got 86'd from a roM ery! [/aagGs]

<%'G/row a roMe/y?

The Vip67 was being robbed once. They had all these queens in there and she's up 

there threatening to beat [the robbers] with her purse and all this! [/aagG?] "God, you 

gotta get this GYc/? outta here!" 86'd from a hold-up! [/aMgGs] 1 love it! We had some 

great characters in those early days. We had some great characters. And she also got 86'd 
from an airline flight, 1 guess. United. "You're not on this airplane, lady. Out!"

But the rodeo. Those early days, we had problems, but, I mean, you know, it was small 

and they just did it. There was a crowd always across the street that would, you know, 

raise their banners— Re 7/ 77ave AG More Gay ??o</eo and Ao Gay f?o</eo and AG /G'g/?/.y 
/o r ,SGGowGe.s. I remember the standing joke back then: What's the difference between the 

straight rodeo and a gay rodeo? The gay rodeo, they say /G<?e 77?a/ CcwAoy! [/aagGs]

1 thought it was gonna be able to be an ongoing thing. It happened one year and people 
kind o f missed it unless people saw it on the inside happen and it was a good thing. 

Couple o f times later they saw it. AH o f a sudden somewhere on the [religious and 
political] Right, they caught wind o f the fact that, "Hey, man, they got all these gay 

cowboys!" Well, cowboys are supposed to be, [w/'w/c.s ./o/w ITay ê'.s* vo;'ce] "Why, hello, 

Pilgrim! So you wanna ride my horse, do ya?" Supposed to be macho shit heads like the 
Marlboro Man [who] stands on a billboard.68 Little did they know. I'll tell ya sometime 

the story about Christian Haren, who was one of the many Marlboro men, who was also 

gay and a friend o f C. Everett Koop who appeared on my radio show at Kimo's at Polk
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and Pine [Streets] in San Francisco back in about ] 987.69 We taiked about the struggle 
of AIDS research and doilars and that sort o f thing. Christian Haren, the Mariboro Man— 
he has since passed on.

But the radio, you know, it was going.
And then aH of a sudden aii this backiash [against the gay rodeo] started happening. I 

was aware o f what was going on, but I was so busy at the time trying to get my radio 
thing going and getting my own thing moving on, that while I was aware of it, I thought 
in the back o f my mind, "They don't need me. They're handling it well enough on their 
own." They had Phil Ragsdale, who I thought was very strong and he was very 
determined in his effort to have the rodeo. And he wanted to get past and beyond all the 
bullshit and all the clutter and all the rhetoric that was going on and just keep focused. 
Phil had that happen. One of his strengths was that he could stay focused on that issue 
and 1 admired 'im for that. So he didn't need me. And it wasn't until, probably, I guess, 
about '82. '82, or was it '83 that all of a sudden [the backlash] was the biggest thing on the 
gay rodeo. That was when we went down to the County Commission meeting and they 
were talkin' about all this stuff. I think that year they had a rodeo, didn't they? In '83, '84?
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L e a y / f f  U r g e s  * Q a e e r s ^  

O f f  P u b f / c  P r o p e r t y
CARSON CITY (UPI) — Lt. Gov. Myron Leavitt, saying "queers snoum 

not be allowed to use pubbc property, supported a move Wednesday to block 
the annual gay rodeo in Reno.

I m strongly opposed to queers using public property," he said. "If you 
give them the fairgrounds, you re condoning their lifestyle and I don't think 
we should do that."

Their behavior is not normal and natural. We should't condone deviant 
behavior by allowing this," he said in throwing support to Washoe County 
Commissioner Belie Williams who says the contract for the rodeo should not 
be renewed.

Cggos Ban, M arch 25, 1981, p. 1

77K?y 6?;'<i Aow, '88 A w/?gn y o n  g o t tn v o /v g j ;'n D o//on70 LAot was- ?ater. Bnt a  /ztt/g &;t 

ear//'gr, ygo/z, t/zgy J / 'J  /?ave ong.

1 had attended the m eeting that day [in 1988] at the County Commission and I had 

supported Phi! with the idea that, you know, "Phi!, you're doing good. Hang in there." 

'Cause he had had some he!p, and I think the ACLU [American Civil Liberties Union] 

was in on it at that time. The ggnnfng ACLU. Don't get me started about the ACLU! 

We)!, that's neither here nor there. The point is, I think [the gay rodeo] had the ACLU 

with them at that time and ! th ink  the county finally ju st figured, "We're gonna get sued if 

we don't iet this happen. This is Am erica and everybody e!se has just as much right to use 

the fair grounds. Our taxes support the damned thing, so why not?" And that was Phi!'s 

idea. So, yeah, ! think '84 they got it on.

Do yon t?ovg any  /<7ga w/zy ft too  A so /ong  /o r  t/zg AacA7a.sfz to fuz/7<7? 7t <7/<7 sggzzz to fze a// 

o / a  .SM<7cfgn.

The rodeo'd been going on.
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For .sowe yer/r.s'.

You gotta understand, that's why people in the South [q^ect^ o &ow/], some of 'em, 
they're their own fathers! They're a little slow at the switch. They're not too quick at the 

draw. You ask why it took 'em so long, it's sort o f like, Why can't Reno be like Las 

Vegas? Because up here we still have a nucleus o f folks who think that Lawrence Welk is 

too racy. Progress is a sure thing, you just gotta wait on it. [/<3Mg/?.s]

But they were there, and they were a sleeping giant. And they were part of that., quote, 
Silent M ajority, at least, you know. They f/?OMgA/. And all o f a sudden, they reared their 

ugly head and here they come. Dan Hansen and the whole nine yards.71 They came on 

with a /twy! But 1 had had my dealings with Dan Hansen, prior to that, over the war in 

Vietnam up at the university [of Nevada, Reno] when he came up to the Pine Room, up at 

JTU one time— Jot Travis Student Union— and he and 1 had gotten into it over this idea 
of the war in Vietnam. And he said the peace sign at that time was like the sign of the 

c/?/cAen [coward]. They were serious then. By the time the gay rodeo hit town and I'm 

involved in that, [Hansen] wasn't quite ready for that. For we! Dan and I, it became 
almost a personal thing between us for years. 1988 was the height. That's when it boiled 

over.

Reno Gay Rodeo [1980]
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!%7?eM //?<? .s??;Y realty A/Y //?e /an .

Oh, it boiled over and the shit hit the fan. Yeah.

/:<7ppeMgJ t/Mf yewr /A<rv/ Aecrvwe .SMcA a  crvM.se cc/eArc <7// over Mort/?evM 7Vcvr/<Yr/ 
over //?e goy ror/eo?

Well, the County Commission had said no rodeo. People had denied access to the 

rodeo. And there was gonna be no rodeo. Yet, it was interesting. The city of Sparks, 

under Jim Spoo, who was mayor, 1 believe, at time, had said, Yeah, the Gay Pride 

thing— the Gay Pride thing, by the way, I might add, under the auspices of my dear

friend, Doris[mae] Weber. She and a lady who came to be my friend, was Lynn Bremer.

But Jerri Russo, run a barbershop in town. You get ahold o f Jerri, she'll tell you about 

those early days. But there was she and, 1 know, Doris Weber was very much involved—  

they brought about the first Gay Pride parade. And the Gay Pride festival. It was out at 

Deer Park in Sparks, and I thought, Wow! That's great! We've come a long way. It took 

awhile to get there. That was their project and they did an extraordinary feat and they 

overcame great odds and they did it. Reno was kind o f still dragging their feet. They 

weren't quite ready. But somewhere in the interim is when we had the meeting with 

Mayor [Barbara] Bennett, too, in all o f this. Which I'll have to tell you about.

But if  you're asking me about 1988, about the rodeo, 1 was in San Francisco on the 

radio at the time. I was doing a sports show every day, baseball and that sort o f thing. 1 

was involved in my career and havin' a great time about it. And getting home on 

weekends. W ell, I get home on weekends and I hear all a little rumbling in the bars and 

what the newspapers were all saying about the gay rodeo. I'm thinking, "Are we still 

dealing with t/?A?" Phil was sick, I think, or not here. Sick, 1 think. Phil was out o f the 

picture and a couple o f other people were in it. But we had another bar at that time called 

Floyd's. It was out by the Barracks, another bar. Shared a compound way out on West 

Fourth Street. It's not there anymore. The Barracks building is still there, but the Barracks 

isn't the Barracks anymore. It's something else now. 1 think Floyd's burned.72 

But the gay rodeo was coming to town and there was a whole lot of riff  about it and this 

young kid named Corey— I can't remember Corey's last name— he came up to me and he 

was crying. I said, "Corey, what's the matter?"
Fie looked at me and it ju st all o f  a sudden hit me and it /?M?Y. He stood there and he 

said, "Eddie, why do they hate us? Why do they hate us so much?"
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And you know what? I stood there and said, "Corey, 1 can't answer that except that 
they're stupid and they're ignorant. We'!i have to deai with their ignorance in time. But 

meantime, we have to be strong enough to hoid it together to see through this." And aii of 

a sudden it was tike within an instant, t was oMg?y. I was absotutety outraged.
I said, "You know? This is it! FMcA this, man! Enough is enough. You're not gonna 

continue to sit here and ptay your bibticat fucking gymnastics with the truth. Sitting here 

tatking about God and Jesus and att this nonsense. You sit here and distort his view 

according to your own whim. How <%we you think you have the audacity, the power, and 

the instruction to think that you can sit here with your misogynist necrophihac vaiues and 

set us back forty years. FzvcA you!" And that's when ! said, "We're gonna get a meeting, 

we're goin' out to Fioyd's and we're gonna get a meeting." So there was Doris and Jerri 

Russo and a whole lot o f folks and we had a meeting about a week later. Couple days 

later. 1 was so mad, f wanted it yc,sferJqy! But we had to wait three days to get the fliers 

up and get everybody there. A  nucleus showed up. A  lot o f the, quote, <%rog community 

didn't show up because they're not political. And I used to beg Jack [Edwards], "Jack, 

you've got to get political."
"Well, it's in our charter."^
"1 don't core what your charter says! Really, Jack, I'm tellin' ya man! The Redcoats are 

cornin'! And if you sit here and dangle barbells and worry about makeup and compacts, 

you're going to /o.sc! These people aren't interested in bird seed. They're not interested in 

your c/eovogc! They're not interested in your dance, but in your rhythm and how fast you 

can pace and get the hell out o f  town with your ideology. They're coming after you, 

Jack." It was years before 1 could get Jack one day to stand up publicly. And he did it one 
night at Bad Dolly's.74 "Well, 1 guess 1 have to be political this one time!" and the crowd 

went, "Yeah!" [c/<%n Acs Aon<%y]

Anyway, we went to Floyd's and 1 told 'em then, the gay community, "1 cAo//eMge you. 

Get a list o f  the businesses that hate you. Quit going there. Don? go ?Aere. It's that 

simple. Don't ridicule 'em, don't call 'em names, don't throw rocks at 'em, don't stick your 

tongue out, don't do anything. Jo n ?  go ;Aere. We'll let them know why we don't go 

there." f said, "We're gonna put together a task force." And that's all o f a sudden when 

Silver State Gay and Lesbian Task Force [was born]. And there was Doris and there was 

Jerri Russo. Don Grady was there. "Let's put this together." I had an idea how to do it, but 

1 had MO idea what 1 was in for with the gay community. [ZoMgAy] God! And 1 love 'em all 

and 1 hold no animosity against any o f them and 1 beg their forgiveness for anything 1 

might have done or said that they took, perhaps, as personal.

68



But, anyway. It was so frustrating. It was between trying to get the gay and iesbian task 

force together and all this and that and ail o f this nonsense about the rodeo. And then they 

said, "Screw it! We won't have the rodeo in Reno. We're gonna take the rodeo to Fallon!"

I thought, Oh, my God! From the frying pan right into they?re! [/m/gAs*] It's like being 

gay in Auschwitz and telling Hitler, "We want a rodeo and if we can't have one in 
Auschwitz, then we're gonna go to Dachau!" [AMgAs] Jesus Christ, man!

Well, a farmer, I guess, or a rancher out in Fallon told the gay rodeo folks, "Yeah, you 
can have your rodeo [at my place]. It's private property."75 Well, the neighbors got into it 

and /?cre A crwie.s! It was the <?M.st, it was the wo,s<yM/foe,s', it was there's no place to park. 
We finally went before the county commission.

7V?e C7?MrcAV/ C'oMn/y Co/MwA.Aon?

Churchill County Commission. And I said to Doris Weber, then, I said ... . She had to 
work. And I said, "Doris, I'm gonna go to Fallon." And Doris, God, she begged me not to, 

first o f all. She said, "Eddie, they'll kill ya. And if  you Jo  go, you be careful and don't 

stay long and get out and come home." [/ongAs] She grabbed my hand and she said, 
"Eddie, I love you and be careful."

So next day I got in my car and I drove to Fallon for the County Commission meeting. 

Three members on that board, the county commission, and we went in a room that's so 
small it was the size o f a double-wide mobile home. It was like 24 [feet] by 60 [feet], and 

that's about it. Well, imagine seven hundred to a thousand people crammed in this little 

bitty room, pouring out into the hallway, down the stairs and into the front. Even out in 

the foyer downstairs and out on the sidewalk in front of the County Commission 

building. Here, o f me, I pull up. I find a parking place in the parking lot. I get out and I'm 

walking through this crowd out on the street to get upstairs to the meeting. People were 
saying, "Hiya, pardner, how ya doin'?"

"Hiya, pardner, how are ya?" Yeah, right! I thought, I f  you only brew! That day 1 saw 

guns, 1 saw anger, I said, "Man, 1 been here 6e/ore! This ain't nothin' new." These people 

downstairs with the guns, I hope they don't make it upstairs, 'cause that's where I'm goin'. 

'Cause if  that shit hits, I don't wanna be there within range. So I go upstairs and I get 

through the hallway and I'm squeezing through this mash— "Pardon me, folks, pardon 

me. 'Scuse me. Can I get up there?"

People say in', "There ain't no room up there!"

"I don't care, man. I'm goin' up. Pardon me, 'scuse me." I make it upstairs and the room 

is packed. They're lined up along the walls, they're sitting in chairs, There's o w  cAmr.
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Oddly enough, there is one chair open in the middle o f the room. In the middle of this 

wAo/e .ye# o f folks determined to kill anybody with a lisp! Let alone a limp. And 1 find 

this chair. So I walk up, I get through the crowd and I said to this woman, 'This anybody's 
chair?"

She says, "No. Please, help yourself." And she's reading her
And I'm in the middle o f this room, ,s'M/voMH<?e<7. And I'm thinking, "This is /Mw?y!" And 

crammed along the sides is Channel 4, Channel 2, a couple of the TV places.

And they're having public comment. I mean, every&oafy gets to talk. And 1 thought to 
myself, "No, I'm last. But 1 w;7/ talk. But I'm not gonna follow somebody and then 

somebody come in behind me. I'm gonna wait 'til this whole room has everything they've 
got to say. I want them to get it all out." .Strategy. It's like being the last one to walk in. I 

don't know why, but there's a chair left and it had my name on it and there was so many 
people waiting to get in. And 1 don't understand. But it was like that chair was t/?ere. 1 
was meant to come in last. And everybody looked. But nobody knew who the hell 1 was. 

And 1 could hear all these people talkin' and these people over here, and this one over 

here. I was being just as courteous as I could and I was letting these people ramble about, 
"Can you imagine the silverware? It'd be a loss, my God, if they ate in our Nugget we'd 

have to throw away the dishes. And imagine, my God Almighty, the bedding and the 
pillowcases and all the sheets and everything in the motels. Let's, see, they'd have to 

fumigate the motels, we'd have to bring in the sprayer. That's gonna be costly! This is 
absolutely ... . Why do these homosexuals want to do this to our town?" And they were 
going o ff on just every tangent conceivable. Every excuse. ^Myf/n'Mg! And it was 

absolutely amazing. I'm going, "God! When God passed out brains, somewhere someone 
was right when they said they thought he said and 1 don't wanna ride." 'Cause they 

missed it. And the County Commissioner, he'd say, "All right, all right. Aaxt!" And he'd 

call o ff somebody else's name. 1 must have sat there for two hours and listened to every 
sperm sample talk! Every hormone and his brother from Fallon, talked. And finally, it 

was about a good two hours later, he said [w/Tmcs a  &6w/], "Well, we've had over five or 
six hundred comments. We've got more than enough to say that we don't want this kinda 
culture in our town or activity. Now, I'll close it to public comment and now we'll take a 

vote." And he looked down at the board and he looked up and 1 happened to be standing 

with my arm up.

He says, "Yessir?"
I said, "Sir, beg yer pardon, Mr. Chairman, but you closed out public comment [and] I 

didn't get a chance to [talk]."
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He said, "Oh, weil, pardon me. By aii means. One more'H be a naii in the coffin o f ?/:A 
issue!"

And I stood up. And those cameras along the side from the news organizations, they 
just stood there the whole time and listened to people. I stood up and said, "Good 

afternoon, Mr. Chairman, members of the board. Citizens of Fallon. My name is Eddie 
Anderson and I'm here to .TMpport the rodeo."

Man, them cameras all came on and these people went, ".%vA?" It was like all o f a 
sudden I stole their show. It was like, you could hear a pin drop. I said, "I'm here to 

support the rodeo. I've sat here and I've listened to everything to how they're gonna 
destroy the sheets, to the dust, the mosquitoes, to decaying your nightlife, to disrupting 

your cowboy culture, to how you'll have to dump the silverware in your major restaurants 
because o f something they might leave on 'em. You know, this is insidious. You 

people— there's something wrong with your thinking here. How many o f you have 
someone in your family who is gay?" No hands. A o^m g! I said, "Well, I venture to guess 

that there are seven hundred o f  you in this room, and I'll bet you twenty-five of you do. 
At /ecrsF. If  not two hundred o f you do. I can push the ante to three, but I'd like to get out 

o f this room alive." And they kind o f laughed. "But you know, you're not gonna believe 
this, but my God's the same God you've got, only mine gives me different messages than 

you. Besides that, my son is gay.76 And I want you to know somethin'. He has every 

right in the world to ride a horse, whether it's in Reno, Fallon, Fernley, or wherever the 
hell he wants to ride, he can ride. 1 don't quite understand what your problem is. But we 

need a new day. And when you go home tonight, before you go to bed and you want to 
pray, you find somewhere in scripture where God talks about lions and lambs that lie 

together. And I think in that phrase somewhere in between the lines where it's written, I 
think if  you'll search your hearts you'll find that it's within reason that you'll come 

together at a common trough and drink from the same water. And you'll find that a dry 

mouth is just as prone to reason as one that has been wet down a little. And I think 
somewhere I hope in your hearts that you'll be able to find the peace that 7've been able to 

find in my lifetime. And I find that the only struggles I have is when I run up against 
folks like yoM. You're nothing new to me. I saw you in Alabama. I saw you in Delano, 

California. I've seen you on the campus o f [the University of California] Berkley. You're 
no different. We have to come to terms here. It's not about dust and it's not about sheets 

and pillow cases and silverware and disrupting your traffic. Those people'll park well off 

the road and they won't take up any space. But, really, the decision is yours. Don't think 
when I leave here that you got a blank check to tell these people no. 'Cause out of this 

whole day, you've got one vote that said [yes]. And that was mine. And I thank you for
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your time." And 1 turned around to walk away— you couida heard a pin drop. And i got 
through the peopie, I got out past the door and people started coming up to me. Cowboys, 

biggest rednecks you ever saw in your life: "Pardner, 1 wanna shake yer hand. You got no 
brains, but boy, you got balls!" One person said, "1 disagree with you. 1 hate what you 
stand for, but I respect you and 1 hope my son is just as courageous as you are." And she 

shook my hand. And another guy came up and said, "I'm prouda you. 1, too, am Nevadan.
1 have a problem accepting what it is you're saying, but I'd really like to sit down some 
time and try and understand what this is all about. What makes people do those things. 
It's strange behavior."

1 says, "It's not behavior. But we don't have time for that now."

So I got those kinds o f comments and 1 got through the crowd and 1 got downstairs and 
the news people were there and it was like, God Almighty, people were sayin', "How 
come you didn't do that to us?" All o f a sudden it's a different turn of the crowd. 1 didn't 
say anything. I just looked at 'em. And the news guy said, "We'll interview you in a 
second, let me get [Eddie Anderson] first."

"Oh, OK."

1 told the news guy, "Don't do this to me. Tell them you're gonna interview 'em."
News guy told me, "You gonna be all right gettin' outta here?"

1 said, "Yeah, I think so." And so there was a deputy sheriff, and he said, "Are you 
leaving town?"

1 says, "Yeah."

He says, "I'll help you get out o f town." So he followed me all the way out till I got 
clear up almost to the Lahontan turnoff. But, you know, that was interesting because 1 
knew then what 1 was up against. 1 knew then what the gay community was up against. 
And the gay community, unfortunately, didn't get to go and see what 1 saw.

If7?y <?/'<?/? ? any&oJy /ro/M //?e gay co/WMMM?Yy cowe?

They're scared. They're scared. And it's not that I'm brave. It's just that maybe I'm 
foolhardy. I just did it. I did it because I believed in it. Somebody's gotta step forward. 
Somebody's gotta say, "That's it. Enough." Somebody's gotta go and find the square table 
and sit down eye to eye with those folks and say, "Listen. Let me tell ya somethin'. It 

takes nothing to sit at this table and discuss each other. You and 1 share the thoughts, we 

share the same agenda. We can sit here and rub each other, feel good, and our egos are 
stroked and we go home and we feel better for it." The real challenge, what's really 
required is the audacity, the mere audacity to believe that you could sit at a square table
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with those who oppose your views so adamantly that they will M / you over it, but you're 
willing to sit there and you soon find the discussion o f differences turns to similarities. 

And then you reach a form o f common ground. And it's in that instant that all of a sudden 

it's like a birth. The mere, slight, piece of light that comes through the darkness that gives 
you a sense o f  hope that you're gonna survive sitting at this table You're gonna get up and 
shake hands and you get another day at this table to talk about something else. That's why 
1 went. That's why I encourage others to go. And that's why I've seen others attempt to go 
to the table that walk from the door because they're scared. And I understand. 1 

understand. 1 know some people that are gay and it doesn't mean that they're less than 
anything. I'm not saying that. I'm just saying they don't have the strength to fight. There's 
a certain stature required, too.

H%a? Jo  yoM /ee/ J?o? t/?ot ;'Mc;'Jenf accc??!p/A/?6 J  o.y /o r o,s J?e ro& o go<w?

Well, obviously, it didn't do any good! [/oogAy] It was all these no's and one yes. So, 
obviously, the reality was the rodeo didn't happen. But what J;'J happen, was, I've got 

believe, several o f those people went home and I would hope for the first time in their 
lives they had a discussion at the dinner table not about we, but about a group of folks 

that just want no more and no less than anyone else.

D;'Jn7yoM Anve a  Je&nte w/'/A ./nn;r?e /A/men a Aon/ /7?nt t/'we?

Yeah. At the public television. You gotta understand. I went into that debate, and 
already there was some splinter faction in the gay community here. And in no other cause 
is it ever so prevalent as it is in the gay community, and why, I couldn't tell you. And it's 

unfortunate. But it's like everybody volleys for position. Everybody wants to wear the 
hat. I didn't want to wear the hat. It's just I didn't see anybody else stepping out to wear 
the hat. I just happened to say, "Let's go do this." And in my gut, it's part of my instinct. 
It's taking back to when I was a little boy, that first walk [on a picket line]. My grandma 
took me by the hand, we stepped off the curb, and into the white line in the center o f the 
street, and here we go for /fee&w;! To me, it's like drinkin' water and tyin' shoes— it's 

normal. It's customary. So, there was some feeling [about me in the gay community], 
"Oh, he's too rnJ;'cn/." Listen, if you're quiet and you're mundane, you'll get absolutely 

nothing. Don't ask these people for it—you JewnwJ it! You're at a point in the history of 
your lives, quit pussy-footin' around! [/m'/mYs* <3 /w?p-wrAteJ <?Meer] "Tsk. I don't want to 

'em. We gotta go slow."
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"OK. You wait here and I'll be back!"

We had gotten in a coupie o f  arguments that afternoon [of my debate with Janine 

Hansen] over the course o f this whoie thing, so by the time i got to Janine that night, i 

was ready for bear. And there she shows up with thisybce! Just as condescending as she 

couid be, and that /?A.s'cJ we q^! And she had this paper that had this thing about the 
psychoiogicai ... . She starts o ff on this tangent about the NAMBLA [North American 

Man-Boy Love Association] thing.77 [ looked at her and I reached over and I grabbed the 

paper out o f her hand and I !ooked at it and I said, "You know, it's this kind of trash ... . 

This is trash. You're a purveyor o f trash, Miss Hansen. You're a purveyor of trash, 

innuendo and non-truth. You sit here and you piay your iittie bibiicai gymnastics. You 
twist and distort anything to fathom your own imagination and you create things that 

aren't ready there." I was so angry, i was so caught up that I aimost punched her fuckin' 

iights out! [/<3Mg/M] I was .so c/o^c. Then, ait o f a sudden i said, "i'm ready iosin' this. I'm 

iosing this because I'm so fuckin' angry because o f not only what's happening outside that 

door in the next room with some members o f the gay community all pissin' and moanin' 
and fightin', but I got ?AA bitch over here!" And I'm like, "Why am I doing this? Why am 

I here?" And finally, [Janine and 1] ended up with a discussion. I think she probably won 

the argument because she had more control than I did. She knew how to push my button. 

And I thought, you know, Too .sooovoAAcA! 7 /c/ yoo Jo  J . LW, cAo/A owe :%?. But I said, 

"You know, there's gonna come a day, Janine, where I'm gonna beat you. And I'm gonna 

beat ya good." And I told 'er, "I'm gonna getcha. I'm not gonna hurtcha in any way, but 

I'm gonna getcha and I'm gonna beat ya good. I'm gonna throw your ass out in the 
sunshine and the light o f day and let the people see what you really are. You and your 

whole ;7A," as I called 'er. God, I was mad! And I was so upset with myself for that. I was 

so upset with the results o f  that debate. I walked away and I thought, "God, Almighty." 

And all it did was feed what was goin' on on the other side of the wall [among my critics 
in the gay community]: "See? Told ya! AocA'co/!"

ITAot svo,s /Ac <7cAo/c supposed to Ac oAoMt?

[/oMgA,s] It was about the [Silver State Gay and Lesbian] task force. We're setting up a 
task force and it was a debate over that. They were against the task force.

"We don't want a task force."

"Weil, you can have your task force, but we're still gonna keep the laws." We had a 

sodomy law on the books.
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"Oh, the sodomy taw! Let's tatk about the sodomy taw, Miss Hansen. Let's tatk about 
the fact that cop had no right to go in that house watk down that hatt and find those two 
men in bed. That's catted breaking and entering by any other standard."

7%af w<?.s' /Ac Hardwick vs* Bowers ca.sg, wa.w7 ff?78

Yeah! And t said," That cop viotated that right o f privacy.
She says, "Weil, they broke the taw."

"No, no, no, Miss Hansen. Let me understand this. On the one hand, you don't tike it 
when someone does that to you."

"Wett, no. it's a violation o f my rights."
"What do you think it was to fLe/w?"
"Oh."

1 got angrier and angrier and angrier, and t thought, /go ffa  get oaffa /?ere. Let's get t/?fs 
over w/'tA. 7'w goooo Lfff t/n's Lftc% t)e/ore ft's over. But I got outta there, we got it over 
with. And then I had the queers on the other side o f the door to deat with. And it was tike, 
you know, att o f a sudden— t think it was within a week— one day I just threw up my 

hands and said, "Fuck it!" t ju st totd 'em. "You guys wanna do this, you think you can do 
better than this? Here—yoM do it." And I watked off. t said, "t'm not gonna put up with it. 
t don't need this, t don't ready, honestly need this. I don't want this in my life." It was so 
frustrating, tt was absolutely /ros/ro/fog! What t wanted to say, but t kept it in check, 

"Anybody here got as much knowledge about this bullshit as 1 do? Been where I've been? 
Fme. Step forward, you take over, and give me a rest." I couldn't find anyone. And it was 
frustrating. I said, "I don't need this." So I just went back to work. 1 went back to work. 1 
went back to San Francisco. I said, "I haven't got time for this." 1 just went back to work.

Then I got a job with KRH [radio]. 1 came home, 1 resigned my job in San Francisco, 

came home, said, "I'm tired." This just really drained me. Said, "I'm gonna stay involved 
in the gay community. Talk radio will give me the opportunity to address everything. It's 
/Mg bully pulpit. It's mine! Aow we're gonna talk. Now we're gonna talk about gay rights, 
we're gonna talk about women's issues, we're gonna talk about right o f privacy, we're 
gonna talk about AIDS research, we're gonna talk about discrimination. We're gonna talk 
about a whole /ffnng o f things. ITf?o/e /aMw<7ry /f.sf o f injustices and thing that are going on 

in this country."

75



A!DS epidemic 
casts paii over 
Reno rodeo
Associated Press

RENO — Although the discussion was muted, the 
AIDS epidemic was dearly on the minds of many attend­
ing the National Reno Gay Rodeo which concluded
Sunday.

7o.s Fegov Feview-Jonrnot, August 8, 1983, 8B

OF. T-et's wait oncf to/Z o7ont t7ot in a 7ii. 7 wont to to& ,so/ne wore o7ont t/?e 6'i/ver ,S7oie 
Gqy on<7 Ze.s7ion Zo.s7 Force. IF7y c/irt yoM wont to e,sio7/i.s7 it? IF7oi <7i<7 yon won/ ii to 

occon/p/AA?

We wanted to establish it because, first and foremost, we wanted to overturn the 

sodomy law. And with that, also, 1 was looking at a larger picture. Broader things. It 

wasn't just the sodomy law. I wanted domestic partnership [benefits] at that time. 1 
wanted right o f visitation, i wanted yon to have the right to see your lover if he's dying. 1 

wanted you to have the right to be there for the will. If you were married to a woman, 
you'd have those rights. Why can't you have the same rights, the same recognition? We're 

talking about education, right o f fiduciary, right o f lending, right of housing, all o f the 

same things, quote, straight America enjoys. That's what we wanted, ^nc/ 7 t7ong7t, 7/ 
we're gonna get /tn'.s* /t?ing on, we're gonna go /o r t/?e big pi/e. 7 wont itze whole f/?ing. 7 

<7on't wont o piece q / it— 7 wont i/?e whole nine yards!

7)iJyoM /neon /o r t7i.s* /o.sZybree to 7e .stote-wic/e?

Yes.
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D/'JyoM Aavg o//y coMnec/zo/! w//A /Ae gqy co//////z////7y /'/! .soM/Ag/*M A*evaJcz?

That's when we got with Rob Schtegei.

Zs* /Ac// wAcn gOM /if.s/ /Mg/ 7/M?

We got with Rob Schiegei. I had met Rob up in Reno the first time over the rodeo 
thing, though.

Z?M/ /A/.s* wc/.s c/AoM/ /Ac .so/Mg //we?

Yes. There was a whote agenda there. Robbie came up to Reno and we had a meeting 
at the fee House over on East Fourth Street.79

J /c;,s'Ayb/*ce wee/wg?

Yeah. And we invited the community. It was a ra!iy. It was a rally. God, did I ever 

leam! You don't Jo  certain things. AH you do is invite ulcers and headaches and trauma 

you don't need. There's a time and a place. These were all lessons for me because the gay 
community is so unique. This is unlike the Hispanic community I had worked with 

before. Or the Blacks. Or other issues. [/oz/gAv] This is J/^ereM/, trust me! There are some 
things you just can't do. But anyway, I thought it was nice and we would end the evening 
with a candlelight thing as a tribute to those who'd come and gone and Jo-Jo-Jo-Jo-Jo. I 

was so angry, I would blurt things out. It was all out o f frustration. My heart's in the right 

place. I j u s t ... . "Let's do this." So we did.

(FAo e/.se wo.s* /nvo/ve J?

It was Don Grady and Doris[mae] Weber. Sweet Doris. My friend o f friends. And Jerri 

Russo was there. I had upset some people and they were trying to calm the waters. 
[/oMgA.s] I didn't get this much shit from the Democratic Party and I was goin' to 

conventions every year talkin' about gay rights! I want a plank. Never got a piank. First 

year, 1972, they booed me off the stage in Las Vegas! "Talk about wAa/?! Homosexual 

wAcz/?!" You know, Nixon did that. He used the word AcAav/or. After awhile there's flash 
words:yJ/?Ja/?!ez?/a/, Z/v/J/7/o/?cJ, /aw  Jy  w;/Mg.y. Z?eAnv/or. They love words like that.
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Li/asty/e.

Zi/e^fy/e! They love words like that. "Well, he cAoows ...."  Yeah, right.

ILAat cawe q / tAot weetmg a t /Ac /ce //oM.w?

So that night, all o f  a sudden, the police show up, come through the front door, and I'm 
thinking, "Jesus Christ! It's like the Black Cat days— it's a raid!" [/aag/?,s] "Here we go, 
man! W e're back on Castro at the Elephant Walk! "80 There'd been a bomb scare.

d  AowA .scare?

It was a bomb scare. Somebody called in a bomb scare. So the bomb squad shows up, 

the cops show up, and they shoo us all out in the parking lot and in our cars. Well, here's 
Rob Schlegel and 1 huddled down in the back of this van and it's pouring down rain and 

it's cold and it's raining. We're in this van and Robbie's looking at me and he says, "Eddie 

Anderson, if  you ever do this to me again ... !" [A?MgAy) In typical Schlegel style. [AmgA.?] 

From that point on we became good friends.

,S*o wAat Aappcae J  to /Ac task /orcc a/tcr /Ac//?

As I said, 1 just threw up my hands. It was the in-fighting. I said, "I'm not gonna deal 

with it." I just threw up my hands and said, "I don't need this."

ITAcc/ A/Ac/ o / Ai-/?gA//Ag wa,s A?

It was in-fighting. It was, like, "You're too radical. We need a calmer voice!" 1 was 
wrong. My hyperness stirred a l o t ... . Trent Lott said something recently.81 O f all people 

to say this, he says, "You know, agents o f change, they w ore people." And he's right. I 

scared a lot o f  people. 1 scared people in the gay community. 1 scared people because I 

was forthright, up front, 1 tell ya like it is. If 1 don't like the color of your shirt or I don't 
like your smell, I'm gonna tell ya. 1 mince no word, and [Rob] Schlegel'!! tell ya. And 1 

upset a lot o f people. And, you know, I tried to apologize for it, some people took it and 

some people didn't. Well, you know, I'm at this point in my life now where 1 don't care. I 

have gone beyond that. Accept my apology, accept my word, and we move on. And if 1
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sit here and I have to nitpick and I have to worry about whether or not I stumbie and hit 

your toe a iittie wrong and you're a iittle upset, weii, I'm sorry, pardner. You know, I 

ready am. Get over it. But in those days it was so frustrating and 1 had my radio thing 

coming up and I said, "You know, 1 don't need this, I'm gonna go on the air and I'm 

gonna do what I want to do." So 1 backed off and it was severa) months iater that one day 

I was askin' Terry, at that tim e, I don't remember 'is last name. He was Don Grady's lover. 

And 1 asked Terry one day in the bar, "What's goin' on with the task force?"
He said, "Well, it's a /e,s79<rw club now." [/<7Mg7,s]

Actually, the women took over and he said it was a lesbian's club and the women had it 

and it was not a whole lot o f anyt/n'Mg! And it since just sort of dissipated and went away.

In the interim 1 got into radio in Reno and that's a whole different ball game, a whole 
'nother can o f worms.

tTMc/? w e7/ get to.

%)M t?o<7 ,storte<7 ta/Afng y'M.st o /;'tt/e &tt ago a&OMt tAe Gay Prt<7e Ae.st/vo? 7 <7/'<7 ,s'o/we 
re,seorcA aa<7 7 /ba/?<7 t7e Gqy 7*rtJe 7'e.sttvo/ w 79^7—the first; 797?9— the first; 7997—  

tAe first. 77ow worry Gog 77*/<7e 7^e.st/vo7s Aove t/?ere 7eeo t/?ot t7ey ca// the first?

See, that's what I'm saying. Everybody's jockeying for a shot at who's in charge. It's all 

about ego. I'll tell ya. The /?r.s7. The first Gay Pride, ask Doris Weber. She'll tell ya. She 

and Jerri Russo worked their ass off. Those two women have more class on their little 
finger. And along with Lynn Bremer. I'll take those three women orry day over the rest of 

the crowd. Because they single-handedly ... . Lynn came into the picture years later. But 

Jerri Russo and Doris W eber will tell you. That was back about '87. Rock Park in Sparks. 

That was the first one.82

Jaao  797?7. 7LereyoM w vo/veJ ?'a t/?ew?

No. 1 helped whatever 1 could do, but it was thing. They had a handle on it and 

they did an extraordinary job. Those women had it together. They didn't need me. I had 

enough trust in them. They could do it on their own. I'll tell ya, if we ever get another big 

cause, trust me, I'm gonna call a lesbian. 'Cause I know the job'll get done. The Oregon 
Citizens Alliance [issue] was an example o f that. It had nothing to do with me. It had to 

do with ^ w .
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^  ^  ^

7994, r/gA/ q/fgr /Ag .wAowg /<r/w /M ?Vgw/Aa AnA Aggw rgpgo/gA Ag /Ag /gg/.s7a/??fg ;'n 7993, 

Lon MaAo?? onA /Ag 79rggoM C///zgw.s' y47A'<?Hgg /A?por/gA /Ag/r g//or/ /o 7VgwAo /o gg/ /Ag 

Minority Status and Chiid Protection Act passed, A?? A /Ag/*g were r/ MHwAgr o/ 

Ofgan/zr?//o??.s anA g//or/.s waAg rig/?/ a/ /Ag OM/.sg/ /o /?gA/ /Aa/. Owg o/ /Ag /?7.s7 wa.s' /Ag 

Cowpo/gn /d?" 7,/Agr/g. 7g// wg oAo??/ /Ag Cawpa/gn /o r A/Agr/g. IPAo wr/.s* ?Aw/vgA A? A 
anA wo.s* A .SMCgg,s'.s/M/?

Lon M abon of the Oregon Citizens Aiiiance 
y4Awoo/g, undated [ca. 1993-94]

Anti-gay activists petition to ban homosexua)s' rights
Associated Press zens Alliance, headed by Daisy on a Nevada ballot proposal after The petition seeks to amend!

CARSON CITY — Proponents Stanley of Reno whose daughter learning of the 1993 Legislature's the Nevada Constitution to pro­
of anti-gay proposals in the PaciL has been active in Oregon Citizen decision to repeal an old law hibit any minority status accord- 
ic Northwest filed a similar peti- Alliance efforts in Oregon and against unnatural sex acts be- ing to civil rights laws being 
tion Tuesday in Nevada, saying Washington. tween people of the same sex. granted to homosexuals. No state
critics who accuse them of into!- Word of the anti-gay petition ^  addition, Mabon said he was or local government entity could 
erance are uninformed. prompted Gov. Bob Miller to „f efforts by gay and lesbian portray homosexuality as "the le^

A<rv.s* Lgga.s /?gv/'gw-JoMrfMA, Wednesday, January 26, 1994, 3B
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GAY )N!T!AT)VE [*lcj vw & $

Churches play key 
role in state measure
By Mike Hendenon
GAXETTE JOURNAL

Christian churches will ptay a 
key role in trying to get an anti­
gay constitutional amendment 
passed in Nevada this year, the 
leader of the effort said Saturday 
in Reno.

Ministers will be asked to have 
their congregations sign a petition 
that would put the measure on the 
November genera) election ballot.

H Gay initiatives: Seven 
states face ballot measures 
this tall. 3 B

H Facts on fi<e: A look at the 
initiatives elsewhere. 3 B

Mahon said he does not know 
how many signatures have been 
gathered, but said about 20.000 to 
25.000 of the petition forms have MABOM: Drive is nip and tuck.

7?ef?o Gazette-./owwr/, Sunday, April 24, 1994

HELP STOP TH!S MADNESS: 

CALL CAMPA!GN FOR LtBERTY
(702) 796-9494 SOUTHERN NEVADA 

(702) 786-7100 NORTHERN NEVADA

Campaign for Liberty fiier, 1994

The Campaign for Liberty originated in Las Vegas, from my understanding. Rod 
Sumpter called me one day.83 "You know," he says, "there's a big meeting in Las Vegas. 
They're getting together at Jerry Cade's house."84 I'm trying to think who the political 
guys in Vegas were. Lee P!otkin85 was there and they had this meeting at Jerry Cade's, 

so I went down [with Sumpter] to Las Vegas and went to Jerry's house. We got picked up 

at the airport. They met us and took us out to the house and everything. Jerry was a 
gracious host and a good friend. We spent the whole day, that whole afternoon, [talking] 

about the Campaign tor Liberty. First o f all, what to call it—the Campaign for Liberty. 
And it was about what they were gonna do to fight [Mabon]. 1 was very quiet. I was mute
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through the whole thing. I ju st sat in my chair up against the wall. I listened to 
everybody, whatever it was they were gonna say. 1 listened to everything because 1 

wanted to hear what /V?ey were doing. This was not about Eddie Anderson. I was there to 

say, "Whatever help you need, I'll help you. Whatever it is you need me to do, 1 will help. 
What can I do to help? You guys, this isy o w  thing." And 1 knew what was going on. But 
even in that group there was some disagreement, and not a whole lot o f agreement. But 
there was some agreement on some things.

It was interesting, because before that started 1 had spent probably a week or two .... 
Some newspaper articles had come out. The /?G./ [7?eno Gazette-JoMr??#/] did a whole 
slew o f things.86 But they picked me out and they talked to me. That's when 1 met Lynn 

Bremer. That's when 1 got Lynn and Doris and we sort o f got together and said, "You 
know, there are some things we need to do here." We had already set some ground work 
about how to tackle this. 77?at was blatant discrimination, what was happening [with the 
Minority Aioin.s o n J  C/?iM Protection dcij. The writing was on the wall. This was militant 

bigotry, in my opinion. If  I can use that term. They were just as mean as they could be 
when they came here, Lon M abon and his crowd. And what we had done, we had just 
spent a few days discussing the approach and what it is we wanted to do. So, I had 

already, without knowing that something was being done in Vegas, begun getting some 
wheels in motion [in northern Nevada] with contact with a few people in the in the [gay] 

community, such as Doris, on how to lay some groundwork and what it was we needed to 
do. I can't remember exactly what it was, this one thing Vegas said they were gonna do 
and we had already set in place. We had already set in place a format to fight this. We 
hadn't gone public with it, yet. But here come the [news]papers and it's like, "We're 
gonna do a story on this." I wrote a column and 1 said, "We're gonna head this thing off 

and we're gonna win." So away we went.
Next thing I know, I found m yself in Las Vegas. Yeah, that's it. The papers came out 

first, and then we found ourselves in Vegas. I was upset with some of the writing in the 
paper because 1 give credit to even some Republicans, because as a result of them, 

they were responsible for [repeal of] the sodomy law. And 1 hope that history will record 
that although Lori Lipman Brown authored the bill, she had a lot of help with that bill. I 

gotta believe in all my heart that bill would have died, would not have actualized, it 
would not have become law, had it not been for the courage of then-Senate Republican 
leader Bill Raggio. It was through his leadership. He could have had that thing killed on 

the floor, he could have had that thing held up in committee— but he <P<P?T He helped 
get that thing through, and [maneuver] that thing through the proper channels, get it 
through the proper committees, and he saw to it [that] it got out on the floor and it came
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up for a vote and he saw to it that it passed. I commend Mr. Raggio for that and I'm ever 
so sorry that he never got his right due for that. And if there's ever any time somewhere 

in ail o f  this, I think there should be a center or something [named] in honor of Mr. 

Raggio's efforts. If  there's a gay resource center or a gay library or a gay hospital wing or 
something, I honestly believe that Lori Lipman Brown's name shouid be on it, but I think 
Bill Raggio's oughtta be on it, too. I &).

So we came out o f Las Vegas and I was kind o f excited about what was goin' on. But I 

was very hesitant because I had already said to Las Vegas, I said, "Well, some of the 
things you're talking about we've already done in Reno. And if we want to get together, 

we can make aii this happen." I realized then, I saw jockeying for position. And I 
thought, "Naw, I can't do this. I'm not gonna do this."

i%w f/?ere a northern VevoJa conn̂ erpor? fo C<37npo;*gn /or Z;'&er(y?

They were try in'. Let me get to that.

So we had left and came home to Reno. So anyway, they're gonna set up a meeting in 
Reno at the university. In about a week or two later they're gonna come to the university 

up at the Business Schoo! and have a community meeting. The fliers were out, Campaign 

for Liberty. It was between the time I ieft Las Vegas and the meeting at UNR that aii of a 
sudden there was [Robert] Fulkerson and a couple o f others, and it was this whole 7'/n in 
c/?orge mentality.87 And it was like, all o f a sudden, it became territorial and here comes 

the jockeying for position. I said, "This is not mine. I'm not gonna do this. I'm not gonna 
get into the pissing. This is not a time for a pissin' match with these people. This is real 

war here, kids. This is not about who gets to lead. You wanna lead? You lead. You want 
the Campaign for Liberty, you go for it." My [gay] son's interest was at heart and a lot of 

my friends were in my mind over this, and I thought, you know, "This is an absolute 
outrage, what's goin' on here. These guys are so busy tryin' to &  somebody, they're 

gonna fuck it up." So, it happened to be that I went to that meeting at UNR and I was 
sitting there and that's when a woman from the media came in and said to me, "Eddie," 
she says, "I need your comments about something." And she was from the Reno Gozeiie- 
./onnno/.

I said, "Sure."
She says, "What are your feelings about Randy Shilts?"88
1 said, "Well, Randy Shilts is a great guy. NBC screwed 'im on a movie about i/?e 

Bnn<? P/oyeof On. He was controversial in his later years, he was a columnist for the [Ron
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Francesco] CAromc/e. He was an  extraordinary friend. We go back a ways. He ioved his 
dog. He was sincere and he was briHiant and he's a good friend."

She said, "Weii, you know that Randy died tonight?"

Man, ail o f  a sudden, it w as like I got hit with a rock. It was like, "No. Wait a minute. 
No, no, no." I could tell ya the day in San Francisco [when] Harvey Milk [was 
assassinated].89 [t was like a whole lot o f things started coming to my mind. AH of a 

sudden, it was ... . 1 can't explain it. But they called me up to speak and it was like the 

whole thing just came down. 1 said to the room, I had announced Randy Shilts' death. 1 
said, you know, we were losing another great voice in the march for freedom and dignity 

and parity and fairness in this country. "We've lost a great voice in the battle of AIDS." 
And 1 said, "Many people didn't always agree with Randy, especially [when] he was 
critical o f some aspects o f  the gay community. But he lived a great life and he was a 
dreamer o f good things." As I got talking, emotion caught up with me and I told them, 1 

said, "1 have to go o ff  and do some other things. 1 wish you all well, and if there's 
anything 1 can do to help [the Campaign for Liberty], I'll be more than happy to. But 
there are other things now that I realize I have to go do." And it was at that time my line 

was, "Do me a favor. W hen you get to the top o f Justice Mountain, take me with you." 
And I've often thought o f  that line because if  I could change it, it would be, you know, 

"When you get to the top, if  you 'd  stop for moment, look back and take others with you." 
'Cause there's a whole lot o f  people out there that deserve to cross over that path, that 
deserve to go into that broad m eadow o f freedom. And the way to get there is if we look 

out for each other. And it was the next day that I called Lynn Bremer and Doris Weber 
and Doris said, "God, we need to talk!" And Lynn said, "We need to talk." And all three 

of us, our minds, we ju st So we got together and said, "You know what we need
to do? We need to come up with a fight. These people are gonna fuck this up. It's 

Fulkerson and it's who's in charge and who can jockey for what."
And [Doris] said, "AH while they're gonna fight, we need to go do this. This is too 

important to sit here and worry about a pissin' match and territory." So we got together 

and we thought we'd get some people together.
Tell ya who came up with the name NO HATE. That was Myra Soiffer.9O It was her 

idea. She gave us the name. N evadans Organized ... uh ....

For yMvoc<?cy, 7b/oro^ce, of?<7

Yeah.
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A O A 47E. GcoJ#croMy?w.

Yeah. The name is actuaiiy Rabbi Soiffer's idea. She's the one that came up with the 
idea o f NO HATE. And, you know, we found ourse)ves with some fotks a)most iike CFL 

[Campaign for Liberty] that were with us in the beginning. They wanted to argue.
"No. Ao!"

Lynn [Bremer] was very good for me because her key word to me every day was, 

"Today, Eddie, we're gonnaybcMg. We're gonnaybca^." And there's a joke about that.
I says, "Bo'fus?" [Jang/rs]

Anyway, and she always reminded me my word for that day was ybcay. Well, those 

other folks had gone away and they'd left Lynn Bremer, Doris Weber, and 1. 1 said to 
Lynn, "You're the president. Doris, you're the vice president and secretary." [/aMg/?.sj "It's 

the end, it's a unanimous decision o f the board, you win!" [Aapy ?/?e taMe, /a a g ^ ]
And she says, "W hat about you, Eddie?"
1 said, "No, I don't wanna be anything. We're gonna get through this. Right now, let's 

just strategize and get through this." And all o f  a sudden the words come back. 1 think 
Randy Shilts' death gave me the push that 1 needed. AH of a sudden, it was like, "OK, old 

friend, this one's for you. And Harvey [Milk]. And the great warriors. This is for you." 1 
[said], "Well, we need to do some things. We need to know what they're doing, Erst of 
all. We need to know where they're at, what they're doing, and who those people are. We 

Anow there's at least two Hansens— there's Janine and Dan— and Daisy Stanley. Who are 
the rest? There's [Nevada State Senator] Maurice Washington, there's Randy Talcott, 
who's a Baptist preacher. And there's another guy, Peddicord, or somebody, who's a 
Baptist preacher."9l Man! OK. [/aag/?Y] So we put it together, said, "You know what we 

gotta do? We gotta do a num ber o f things." How they came in order, I can't remember 

because we were so caught up in the momentum. CF[L] was still going and every day 

there was news about them  fighting about something. Meantime, we weren't worrying 

about them. We were going on. We had already gone to the gay community and we 
already had them. We got the gay community stirred and we had rallies and meetings and 

we went to Bad Dolly's.

Bat? Do//y's` wa.s' a  very nwpor/nnt event.

I had talked to Richard Urey, who was Bob Miller's press secretary. Bob Miller was 

governor at the time. I had come in close contact with Dick Urey since the article came 
out about the rise o f the gay political movement, so Dick Urey was one of the calls that 1
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got. One o f the first calls. He said, "The governor read your artic)e this morning and he 
was very impressed. Maybe we can set up a meeting some time or get together."92 

I said, "I'd tike that."

So right away the governor was calling and other politicals were cai)ing and people 
caiiing to get my ear because they wanted that gay vote. And in the back of my mind, I'm 
thinkin', "Ho!d it. These peopie are so convinced that there's X amount of gays in this 
community." And ail o f a sudden I said to Doris /ay y?Mger,s], "There's three of us.
From now on the standing ruie is if anyone asks, our membership is growing. We are 
from this day on never to ted  another soui any different." Doris, b)ess her heart, I tove 
you my dear.

She said, "But Eddie, we can't lie."
"We're not lying, Doris. This is war. Trust me. Nothing is fair in war. This is war. This 

is for survival, this is for defeat o f this Naziism, and this is for the rise of a community. 
And this is for the benefit not o f us, but for the /aaay. And many more to foMow after 
we're dead and gone." And the next day we he)d a press conference. "NO HATE is taking 
on new members and we've had severat over the past severa! days and we're now at 
approximately almost eieven thousand members." Straight face. I thought Doris was 
gonna fall over and shit! [/0Mg/7^] She looked and smiled. And it was like ... . [/oMg/M] I'm 
thinking, "God, we're gonna win here. We're gonna win with the numbers. That's the key 
in the whole thing." They talk about strength and they got their people and their army and 
I kept thinking, "Wait a minute. What've they got? it, man! They got what we need 
and what we want. I'm gonna lead 'em to believe that we got everything and then some." 
The trick o f the thing is, never give them a round figure. It's always an odd number, never 
an even number. It's like eleven thousand two hundred and thirty-seven. And that's what 
we told 'em.

"My God, in a wee%?"
"Yes. We have signed up gay people across this state."
"NO HATE is across the state?"
"Yes, we're in Clark County."
And there's Doris. We would sit in the press conference and I would hold her hand and 

squeeze it and say, "Smile, now, Doris."
"How many members this week? Are you increasing?"
"We're taking on new numbers. We're up to almost twenty-two thousand three hundred 

and somethin' this week, Doris, right?"
[w/w;'c,s Dor/'.s IlYAer noJJ/ng  Aer A<?oJ cvw/ "Yes." [/<r/Mg/?.s] Bless her heart, I

/ove you! [/cvMg/?,s] Honest to God. But that was over a course of time about increasing
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those numbers. And then at one o f our press conferences we had an event. Let me tell ya 
about the governor at Bad Dolly's in a minute. But after we'd gone to Bad Dolly's, one of 

the press came up and said, "Can we see the !ist o f  your members?"

I said, "No, it's confidential." That was always the key. And they respected that. The 
media respected the fact that we were gonna protect our own. Confidentiality. That was 
an ace in the hole for me. If  there was not confidentiality, man, 1'd've got caught with my 
pants down. They could've called my bluff, 1'da been s7?of. 1'da been dead. Dead in the 
water.

He said, "Well, how many homosexuals do you think are in the Truckee Meadows 
[Reno area]?"

1 said, "About forty thousand." Just straight face. I don't know. 1 said, "About forty 
thousand."

"Jesus, there's a hundred and some thousand people [in the Truckee Meadows], you're 
tellin 'me that forty thousand people ...."

1 said, "Yeah." And 1 said, "H alf o f them are havin' kids." [/<?Mg/M]
And he says, "What?!"

1 said, "It's called C-L-O-S-E-T." And God— wm<7 gu7M&s!

So Dan Hansen called me one day. He says, "Eddie! Man, I wished to hell I had about 

three or four o f you. God! What the hell are you doin' over there?"
1 said, "Danny, I'm gonna beat the pants off ya."

The gay community one day 1 hope will recognize where Dan Hansen and 1 have come, 
where we have evolved in our relationship. Because believe it or not, in the end of all of 
this, 1 hope, and 1 have a belief—1 hope I'm right— one day even Dan Hansen will 

indirectly help us in a way that is almost unheard of. If  someone'd told me that in 1976, 
1'da said, "You're nuts." Anyway, in 1969, '70 when 1 first met Danny Hansen, got out of 

the navy, had long hair and was protesting.
And Doris was so cute. She'd call me every day and say, "Eddie whadda we need?"
1 says, "Salads." After a while she quit askin' me. "Salads."

She says, "You and your fuckin' salads! Man!"
We had several meetings in several bars. We had Hair Cut Day, we raised money, we 

had the jail where we brought in Sheriff Kirkland, locked 'im up. And talk about a 
Freudian slip. We're at the '99, which is a drag bar.93 I'm in this makeshift jail we built 

up on stage with Sheriff D ick Kirkland. I look at Kirkland and said, "Well, Dick, here we 

are in the same stall." I thought that fuckin' place was gonna erMpt, man! [/uMg/?.s] And 
Dick Kirkland's mouth went, "JJ7:ot?" [/aMg/A] 1 said, "You don't know stalls, Richard? 

Come now." God, it was great.

87



And I'H tell ya about Dickie Kirkiand, too. Another great guy, nice guy. Did some good 
stuff.94

So, anyway, I said to Doris and Lynn one morning, we had a meeting, I said, "You 
know what? We're gonna get the governor and we're gonna bring 'im to Bad Doiiy's, and 
we're gonna have ourselves a rally."

They said, "You're kidding?"

1 said, "No. I've been a Democrat, I've been in that party for over thirty years. 1 haven't 
missed a convention, I've given more speeches than anybody. I've tried to introduce on 

the platform since 1970, a gay rights resolution. By God, we're gonna get 'im. He's the 
governor, and if  there's one force that can take the charge in the stage, put his face out 
front above us all and say, 'I am the governor o f this state and 1 will in no way ever 
condone acts o f degradation and discrimination because o f their ethnicity, their color, 
their gender, or their sexual orientation. I, as governor, will resolve to that.'"  1 said, "We 
need the governor to lead the charge in this. He's the governor o f this state, he's 
compassionate, he's sensitive, and he's cornin' up for re-election and he's a good 
Democrat."

Someone said, "What about Jan Jones?"95
1 said, "I love her dearly, she's been a great mayor, but I want the governor. I don't want 

the mayor. I want her there. There's a position here. 'I'm the mayor o f Las Vegas.' If I say, 
'I'm the governor.' has a hell o f  a lot more weight than the mayor of any town. If it goes 
out over the AP wires and it hits anywhere else. The governor steps out, yeah!"

So I started jockeying with Dick Urey— call 'im Richard all the time. Do you know I 
didn't have the heart to tell Doris or Lynn until the next morning, but we didn't have 
confirmation on the governor until the night before the rally. Dick Urey said, "I don't 
know yet, I don't know yet, I don't know yet."

I said, "The rally's tomorrow, Richard. I'll have to leave town. Don't do this to me. I 
will have to leave town. I will never come back here." [/uz;gAs]

So he says, "I will call you back later." That night he called me. It was about seven 
o'clock, he says, "The governor will be there tomorrow." Yeah.96 

Mayor Jones was there. I f  I could've put the list together any quicker, I would've had 
Bill Raggio there, I would have Joe I)ini97 there, I would have had a whole slew of folks 
because as it was, we had to get a political turnout. This was for the gay community and 

they turned out.
And the CFL turned up, Campaign for Liberty. I didn't attack them, 1 didn't do 

anything. I acknowledged the fact they were there. I acknowledged they, too, were part of
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an organization that was leading the fight. But the gay newspapers were about the money 
and the fight— they were puttin' out stuff about it.

77?e cofM7wercM/ prevs w<7.s' /Acre, too.

Oh, Jesus. I'm talkin' about the CFL and their infighting and stuff. NO HATE— we 
were just goin' along, increasing our n u m b e r s , And then the governor shows up.

Abw. AT/V/er <rw<r/ JaM Jbwev at /Acvt t/'wc were /?otA governor.

Right. Now, the thing o f it was, i had said to Jan Jones, 1 says, "Jan, 1 like you and I'll 

support you, I'm gonna help you." And this is before this other stuff. And I took a 
political chance and I was wrong, but I ended up right in the long run, and I'm sorry, Jan, 

but this is how it finally ended up. But I had told the governor ... . 1 was so adamant about 
winning. I wanted the best for the gay community. 1 wanted the governor. I wanted the 
top dog. It was not a reference to Jan Jones. If  I could've got the president off his horse 
from the White House to w alk in that gate, I'da done it. 1 wanted the biggest dog in the 

show to stand in front o f Mv and to tell f/;ew, "Vo!" You understand what I'm saying? You 
can't fight a war with a sergeant. You need a fuckin' general and 1 wanted the general. 
And 1 said to Bob M iller— I met 'im at his van when he pulled up— I was ever so 
grateful, [ooM,sc.s, voice /oJc.s. /?cgio,s' to cry] It meant so much for the gay community that 

the guy in the front office cared enough . . . .  And I said it, as he was leaving, he and [his 
wife] Sandy Miller ... . I was on the stage and they got a few steps away, and I said, 
"Governor." And he stopped and turned around. I said, "Governor, Mrs. Miller, thanks 
for coming to our house." I said, "Nobody's ever cared enough to come to our house 

before. And you did." I said, "We're forever grateful." And Bob Miller and I from that 
day on struck up a friendship to this day, and his wife. I had to laugh at his wife, Sandy. 
She was in Las Vegas after the primary. I had finished a talk show in Las Vegas at the 
time, so I raced over to M iller headquarters in Vegas and I'll never forget the end of 
primary night and Bob had won. Sandy Miller saw me, she came up to me and grabbed 
my hand, she says, "Come on, Eddie, let's go outside. FMC%, 1 need a cigarette!" [/oMg/M, 

c/op.s' /?A Aon<V] It was so great! 'Cause we were both smoking at the time, we go outside 
behind the building where nobody can see us, and here 1 am with the governor's wife and 
we're back there smokin'! She says, "FMcAJ 1 need a cigarette!" [/oMg/? ]̂ It was classic! 
God, what a great lady! She took something I did, a tribute for Jackie Kennedy at our 

county convention that year. She got a copy o f it and she left it with her papers. You

89



know, her papers are in the archives o f the University o f Nevada, Reno. My tribute to 
Jacqueline Kennedy, she took it and included it in her papers and she told me, "It's 

always gonna be there. Years from now people will read that that you said at the 
convention about Jacqueline Kennedy." Sandy took that. I'm most grateful for that.

Eddie Anderson and Nevada Governor Bob Miiier, ca. 1990s

AO 7C471E /?#J a  MMfM&er q / ewwis ?/?o? w<?w/ on. Re ai)OM? tAe one at Raa' Do/iy'.s', 
wAic/v was' FcAraary 27, 7994. Un<7 tAen yoa /?aJ another ra//y oat<7oors in JU'ng/M<7 
ParA in Upri/.

Yeah. And the governor showed up for that and a couple of casino executives showed 
up.98

I gotta tell ya something. N ot only at that event, but also the very first event with the 

governor. Do you know I was very surprised. You talk about garnering support. I was 
wandering around outside waiting for the governor to pull up. And at one point I turned 
around and there standing, lo and behold, was the president of the local UAW [United 

Auto Workers Local 2162], Charlie Cox. And I looked at him and I said, "Charlie, you're 

here!"
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He said, "Yeah."

And 1 introduced 'im at the raiiy and he then presented and to!d me about the resolution 

that big UAW  foiks back in W ashington at their convention had adopted. A resoiution 

recognizing gay coupies and they had in their union protection for sexuai orientation. 
And that's the United Auto W orkers.

But, you know, you cuitivate. You cuitivate aiiiances over the years. You cu)tivate 
those friends, and that's important. That's so imperative.

D;W Ae con?e to t/?ot on A A own?

On his own. On his own. I don't know why. Chartie, I'm forever gratefui for that. He 
just showed up. He said, "I wanna be here."

Yeah. The park. We had a thing at the park. It was a candlelight thing and it was in 

response to the hate campaign and that sort o f thing. And that was at Wingfie)d. We had 

severa! peop)e there, the governor was there, some folks from the casinos showed up and 
that sort o f thing.

2C/La* V*9a* R*v!*w-J<mmat/Sur.day. Juno 19. 1994 a

E t H t o r i a t !  R a g e

Z<2,y kbgo.s* /?ew'ew-JoMrno/, Sunday, June 19, 1994, 2C
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D?6?peop/e /row  tAe o/Aer .s;<?e ,s*Aow Mp?

One person and his son. I think Randy Tatcott and his son showed up, carried a protest 

sign. Joe Taicott, I think, was the son's name. And it was in the paper. They carried a 
sign. They were ioneiy figures standing over across the river on the other side against one 
o f the great, major apartment buddings. And that was ad that was th ere .! thought, God, if 
we get down to just this, we're on our home stretch. But ! wasn't gonna retent or tet up. 
There's no way. So I said to Doris, "Guess what we're gonna do? Now we're gonna 

circulate our own petition."
"Our own petition?"
t said, "Yeah. We're gonna ask the city of Reno to pass a taw banning discrimination 

against gays and tesbians in the workplace and in housing within the confines of the city 

of Reno. If  you tive in the city o f Reno, it cannot discriminate against you in housing, 
education, none o f those." Knowing full welt that it would take an act o f the legislature to 
get such a law. 1 knew it was fool-hardy. It was a plot. It was all part o f the strategy. So 
we went to Kinko's and we bought a box of blank paper and we had these things printed 

up, these petitions. I learned a long time ago ... . Harvey Milk told me years and years 
ago about strategy and theater. Strategy is what you come up with. Always be not one 

step, but always be at least a block or two ahead of everybody else and that requires 
about a hundred steps. You're always ahead of the opposition. Stay ahead of'em . Don't 
try to line up with 'em, and don't fall back 'cause then it's catch-up and that's tough to do 
sometimes. And then the theater is that thing that gives you credibility. It's that thing that 
gives credence to your cause. Calling the media. They'll participate in your circus. Being 

there, alone, gives you credibility. So that day with our petitions and our little box from 
Kinko's, we had a big thing to do in front of City Hall. No better place than City Hall. So 

we invite the media. And there's Doris and Lynn and 1 standing there. And they're 
walking and we're pacin' and lookin' at their watch and said, "We gotta get goin' here."99

I said, "Yeah." And, in fact, I think I said to Dennis [Myers] from Channel 2 at the 
time, I says, "Yeah, well, we'll get started here pretty quick. After all, I've gotta get the 

suit back to the rental at noon!" Sort o f broke it up a little bit. But we started. We talked 
about things in that press conference. And, again, the media would come to us about 
membership. 1 said, "Well, we've increased our numbers in the cow counties in the outer 

areas. We have Esmeralda County, we have leadership now and members in every one of 
the cows. I think the only one we're lagging behind is maybe White Pine, but we're 
working on White Pine. It'll come in this week." The campaign was well underway. And
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I says, "With Clark County now signed on our cause, we've now exceeded, what, Doris, 
about sixty-one thousand, something like that?"

And she [said], "Yeah, about sixty-one thousand or so." Just as straight a face as we 
could get. [c/aps /nx /?aM<%s] Good girl! We're in there! And they believed it.

The irony is, through all o f  this, I very much needed to know what they were up to, 
what they were doing, what was important to them. So I decided one day, as Eddie 
Anderson, that my name would be /?;cC And that I worked at IGT [International Game 
Technology] in the warehouse. And I called Miss Daisy Stanley one day on the phone.

[a^ecfs a  //n'cA c/raw/j "Hello, Miss Daisy? My name is Rick and I'd /ave the 
opportunity to work with you and I really support your cause and I think what you're 
doin' is just absolutely commendable and God bless ya, and I know he's pleased."

She said, "Well, Rick, I appreciate your call." And <?a-Ja-a'a-a'a-<?a.
Every other day, I'd call Daisy.

"Daisy, this is Rick and I'm so sorry I couldn't make that meeting, but I'm gonna try to 
make that barbecue now on Sunday. God, I dunno, I'm gonna have to check and see if my 
boss might let me not work. I dunno, but I'll let ya know."

"OK, Rick."

The only person that knew that 1 was doing this was Rob Schlegel in Vegas. And Rob 

said, "You're doing w/?<2??"
I said, "It's the only way to find out what they're doin'." Through a period of several 

weeks. On Sunday I would go to their church as Eddie Anderson, 'cause Daisy would say 
to me [as Rick] on Friday that they're having this outside minister coming in from Oregon 
or somewhere or someplace.

"And he's gonna tell us how to defeat these homosexuals."
And I couldn't get anyone in the gay community [to go to Stanley's church]. I was 

scared to death somebody's gonna blow it. And I thought, "Well, the only way to do it is 

just go as Eddie Anderson." And as Rick, 1 would say to Daisy, "Well, God, Daisy, I 
wish you well on Sunday. If  1 can get the day off, I'm gonna try and show up at your 
church. I'd like to participate in what this young man's got to say. And, God, they gotta 

get that Eddie Anderson."
She'd say, "That .sonovaMfcM" And off she'd go on a tangent about me and the 

homosexuals. [InMgAx]
"Well, God bless ya, Miss Daisy, and God loves ya!" C7;*c%! ??;YcA!

Come Sunday, man, I'm sittin' in church.

"You're Eddie Anderson."
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[q//cc/.s a  VroMg, wa.scM/we voice, rA/fereot /row  7?/cA'.s' <r/row/] "Yes. Hi, Daisy, how 

are you?" Not once did ! go [q/Tecfy 7?ic^ Jrow/], "Hi, Daisy, how are you?" I mean, I'da 
been dead in the water. They'da %;7/e</ me over there.

But one day, she caiis me. I even gave her my home phone. One day she caiis me. She 
says, "Rick?"

"Hi, Daisy, how're you?"
And she says, "I've got a list here. Maybe you can do some vo)unteer work for us."
"I'd love to. What can I do to help?"

She says, "I'm gonna send you the entire list, the manifest o f ail our membership."

I a)most lost my role. I said, "Re-Re-Rea/Jy?" [ /a a g ^ ]
She says, "Rick, are you aii right?"
"Yeah, I just got this [coag/M] coid. Daisy, you say you're gonna send me a iist. What 

iist is that?"
"That's our membership."
"Just Reno?"
"No, the whoie state."

I said, "Las Vegas?"
"Yeah."

She said, "I have a list o f  voiunteers. Can you call our voiunteers?"
"Oh, Daisy, I'd /ove to !" Man, she sent me the w/?o/e fuckin' works. She sent me 

everything but the batt)e pian.
The thing that she used to say to me, she said, "You know, Rick, I can never 

understand, that Eddie Anderson knows everything we do!" [ZaMgAs*] "He's at every 
event. We tried to have a private meeting at the Elks Lodge, you know that sonovabitch 

showed up?" [/aMgAg]
I'M never forget the night at the Elks Lodge. I heard about the meeting at the Elks 

Lodge in Sparks. I had said to this guy Roy Cole at MCC [Metropolitan Community 
Church o f the Sierras]. I asked Roy if he wanted to go out to Sparks with me, go out to 
this meeting. And his quote to me was, "No, those people out there, they'll shoot ya. 
They're a bunch o f rednecks. They're crazy. They'll kill ya."

1 said, "Ah, Roy, what's a little bullet?" [/aag/?.?]
So he didn't go, but I did. And I made sure that the meeting started before I showed up. 

It's time for some theater now. Harvey [Milk] would've loved this. Never show up on 

time or ahead o f an event. You gotta sit down, you gotta sit down and make yourself 
occupied before the thing starts and by that time, they're already geared up for ya. If you
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wait for them to get goin' and then waik in the middie o f it, you kinda take 'em off their 
ground a iittie bit.

So it started, I think, about seven o'clock. I show up about seven-fifteen, seven-twenty, 

f get a piace to park. Piace is Cars everywhere. I waik in, the piace is absolutely
packed, they're standin', they're hangin' off the ceiling. All these Oregon Citizens 
Alliance people, f mean, /!MnJredy of'em . And there's Dan ffansen up there with a picture 
o f a Boy Scout, the American Flag, a bible, and he's on his podium. And 1 walk in, 1 open 
the door, f get in the back and I kind o f .$h26r<2<?Haf back there. Dan acknowledges me. He 

nods. And he's goin' on and on and on about this 'n' that, this 'n' that. People turn around 

and are lookin'. You could see the whispers They're talkin'. Finally, Dan
says, "Hold it. Ladies and gentlemen, 1 want to introduce someone who 1 have terrible, 
terrible disagreement with on a number o f things. But 1 want you to know somethin'. 1 
have more respect for him than a lot o f people even in my own charge, in my own cause.

I have more respect for him because he never changes. He's as honest today and he's as 
focused today on his issue and his agenda as he was twenty years ago. 1 want you folks to 
be kind and welcome my friend, Eddie Anderson." That's what Dan Hansen said. And he 
said, "Eddie, you come up here a minute." And f walked right through all these people, 

like that day in Fallon. You could hear a pin drop in that place. Nobody clapped, nobody 

MOf/n'M'! And f got up there.
Well, Dan had been talking about how he had spent the afternoon in his orchard with 

his fruit trees. So, to break the ice with this crowd Dan says to me, he says, "Whadda you 

doin' over here, Eddie?"
I said, "Gee, Dan, f dunno. You had me almost excited, you sittin' here talkin' about 

yhMf trees, I'm on the edge o f my .seat!" This fuckin' place just went TIMES', man! These 
cowboys are /<r/Mg/n'n'!

Dan's laughin'. Dan said, "Would you like to address this crowd?"
1 said, "Sure." So 1 got my preacher suit on, I got in context. As they say in some 

quarters, you know, you get in character. And o ff f went, f talked about the lions and the 

lambs and f talked about the river's edge and f talked about commitment. And I quoted an 
old friend, a quote I'd found a long time ago about Joan Nestle.100 I said, "You must be 

the people Joan Nestle was tellin' me about. She wrote about folks like you a long time 
ago. That there are forces out there who truly take great delight in the failure of dreams." 

I said, "How dare you strike down our dream. The dream of freedom, the right to sit at 
the same lunch counter as you. Your sacrosanct little lunch counter. To take a place at the 

table with you. To dine at your table, to drink your wine, to break your bread." I said, 
"You know, it doesn't take a whole lot. I tell my friends in the gay community it doesn't
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take a whole lot to sit at the table where people agree with you, as all o f you agree with 
each other. But I'm in your house now. Invite me to sit a ty o w  square table. 1'H bet you in 

an hour we'll find our differences turn to similarity." You coulda heard a pin drop as I 
talked. You coulda heard a p in  drop in that room. And I talked for probably twenty 
minutes. And I talked from wrroooy down deep inside my heart and it all came outta my 

soul. I opened my mouth and the words just came out. I couldn't tell ya everything 1 said. 
It just came out. And I thanked 'em for their ear, for their silence, for their quiet, for the 
opportunity. And I thanked Dan for bein' there. And 1 said, "Furthermore, Dan, I thank 
you for being my friend." Dan put 'is arm around me, ] turned to walk out, 1 took about 

four paces down the center o f the aisle headed back to the back o f the room, and the 
whole place stood up and clapped. They were on their feet and they clapped, I'll bet you, 
five minutes. This is a crowd that hates our guts. Why is that? Why is that? And that's not 
the first time. There were people in that room that came to me and said, "1 don't 
understand. I don't hate you. 1 don't understand. But don't call me hateful and don't call 

me a bigot."
I said, "1 understand, too."
Dan told me that there were two or three things that lost their cause. One, he said, that 

he thought was [an] impact, was my night at the Elks Lodge. "Number two," he said, 

"you beat us with your numbers. I never realized that a movement ... . You had the 
governor. You had every politician. You had the [Nevada] Resort Association. You had 
Harvey Whittemore. You had every piece o f clout you could dig out. You had everybody 
in the state. You had forces in every cow county and in every town. You had us covered. 
I don't know how you did it, but you knew our every move. 1 commend you." And he told 
me about a week before they surrendered they were cashing in. He said, "We haven't got 

it. And Lon's gonna stay in Oregon."

/!flJ t/?g t/H7Y? r/?/Mg?

When he said to me, he said, "The biggest thing Eddie, it was ycM. I've never met a 
mind like yours. I never m et a mind like yours." He told me, he says, "If 1 could get four 
Eddie Andersons in my corner, I'da kicked yer ass. I'da won. We'da got the numbers and 

then some."
I said, "Yeah, you're probably right." But I asked 'im, I said, "Danny, you're not gonna 

tell me how many numbers you got, are you?"

He says, "No, not really."
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I said, "Yeah. That Httie amount of number you got, I wou!dn't want to teil anybody, 
either." And I just kind o f  smiled and that was it. But we stayed friends after that, long 

after that. To this day, we still talk. 1 still don't know the numbers. And poor Miss Daisy 
[JrawAy], "Hi, Rick?"

D;'</ .s*/?e ever /m<? oMf?

She never found out. She never found out. Aever!

77?ere wets' ewo/Aer m^tnnce w/?ere yoM were ;Mvo/ve<r/ in o protest ot tAe First .Southern 

Baptist Ciwrci; w/?en Mai?on went to speoA tAere? 77?ere wo one/ np i?eing wore peopie 
/row your sieie t/?ere t/?on /row  tA eirs.^^

Yeah. How did you know that? You've been doin' your homework! It was kind of half 
and half. I remember getting there and Dan Hansen was outside. Dan and 1, we shook 
hands and we potto-pottae</. 1 said, "Well, it's a nice night for a meetin'." And they're all 

packin' [guns], I A:now it! [iang/?s] They're all packin'!
So, anyway, the preacher came out and introduced himself to me, the minister. And he 

said, "All 1 ask, Eddie, is that your people"—yonr people, like 1 owned 'em, right?—  

"your people behave themselves."
I said, "They will."
Well, little did 1 know they got inside the church and [Lon] Mabon was trying to talk. 1 

really wanted to get the point across, let 'im talk. Let 'im open up and let 'im say 
everything he needs to say. Let him get it out. I don't care what he says. At this point, it's 
just talk. But [Robert] Fulkerson and some others in that [gay] group ... . The guy just 
started talking and they were MMr/mg out things. "Oh, yeah, yeah, %r Z?;god"

And you know? "Hold it a minute! Let the man talk. That's why he's gonna win. The 
media's gonna pick up on what you're doin', and the guy sittin' at home in Fallon's gonna 
say, 'Here's a thousand dollars, go beat them faggots!' Quit jumpin' in the water! Don't 
jump in the water with these people. Just shut up. Be done. There's a time ... . Shhhh!" 
God! [MCC pastor] Roy Cole had an idea that he's gonna get everybody together and go 

out in the parking lot and light candles.
1 said, "That's fine." It was like, we're gonna take the stage from here and we're gonna 

take it outside. "OK, go! I came here to meet Mr. Mabon. 1 came here to meet him eye- 
to-eye. And I'm dressed, I got my suit on, he's got his, and we're here to do battle. And 

I'm here to get some answers and I'm here to pose some questions— but it's house.
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He's in /?/.s house. This is /?A turf. I'm just a fuckin' guest here and I'm gonna be about as 
courteous as I can be." So w ith ah due restraint I sat there and I listened and I listened 

and I listened despite it all. A t one point one guy got up, someone from the gay 
community, and grabbed my arm. I said, "Don't grab my arm and drag me outta here. I 
didn't come here to tight candtes. I'm not here for candtes. That's the troubte. Every time 
you turn around you're tightin' a fuckin' caaaVe! This is not about can<7/e.s*!" [/aHg/?.s] God, 
Mary!

Finatty, I stood up and I read the notice from the governor to Mr. Mabon. I said, "I have 
a note here from the governor." And I looked right at 'im and never took my good eye off 

o f 'im the whole time. And I read the note. 1 stood in front o f that church and I talked 
about the lions and the lambs and I said, "And now I gotta go. I've done my thing, said 
my piece, done my job here, now I gotta go." And I walked out of the church. Unharmed! 
Nobody harmed me. Dan Hansen told me later, he says, "Everybody was instructed to 
leave you alone."

77?ey Aa<7 to instructed to /eow  you o/ooe?

He says, "They weren't about to touch you. No. You've been all right, Eddie."

ITAco yoM got t/?rowM oot o /  t/?e prayer t)rea /̂a.s*t t/?at Barbara FMcar?0wc/2

aaMre-Meaf! 102

Somebody sent me a ticket to the prayer breakfast that Barbara Vucanovich was going 

to at the Atlantis [Hotel], or the Clarion, at the time. It was called the Clarion at the time, 
out on South Virginia, and Vucanovich was gonna be the guest speaker.

IT/?o were //?e.s*e peop/e?

It was a coalition o f religious conservatives. They were gonna form a group and 
everything— which gave me another idea for somethin' else I'll tell ya about!
But, anyway, they got together all this coalition o f conservative pastors. Barbara 

Vucanovich was gonna be the guest speaker. And somebody had sent me a ticket. I don't 
know, I can't remember who, but somehow I got my hands on a ticket for this breakfast. 
Ticket or no ticket, I was goin' to the breakfast anyway. I thought, "This'll get me into the 

sonovabitch. Now I don't have to stand outside and yell through the door. Now I can walk 
in. I'm goin' where they break bread and Jesus makes wine." [/aMg/ry] So I show up. I'm

98



so frustrated, I was so nervous, I left the friggin' ticket at home, so I didn't have the 
fuckin' ticket with me, so I'm  trying to argue with the guy. "I've got a ;/c%e/! I realty don't 
want to eat the breakfast, trust me. But I want to see Congresswoman Vucanovich." She 
was starting toward the door and then they stopped her. AH of a sudden there was a 
wedge o f these people. There was [Pastor David] Peddicord and [Pastor Randal] Talcott 
and these others stopped 'er and they were pointin' at me. And so she would look over 
and she goes like this [s/?<r/Zres A A /?eoc/].

Dm? s/:e %y?ow wAo yoM wero?

She saw me standin' there. She found out who I was and she saw me standing there and 
she kind of, "Naw, I don't wanna talk to A/w." So she turned around and walked up 
toward the stage.

I'm inside the room, now. I get inside the door and it's starting to quiet down, people are 
starting to look at me. I said, "Miss Vucanovich, you're an elected official of a// the 
people, and that includes M3. I remind you you are our Congressperson." And my voice is 
just like that. 1 said, "Whether you're in the house of the lord or on Second and Virginia, 
you owe us your audience, Miss Vucanovich." And, like, here comes Security, here come 
the cops. And 1 looked at this one guy and said, "You know, I've been escorted out of 
better toilets than this." [/oMg/?.s]

That MM6?e //7g papers, too.

So we get downstairs, the [security guard] says, "You gonna be all right?"
1 said, "Yeah."
He said, "Go ahead, do whatever you want. You don't have to leave the casino."
1 said, "Thank you very much." So I went down to the coffee shop and had breakfast.
But nobody else [from the gay community] would show up. 1 said, "This woman's 

gonna attend a breakfast, there's gonna be no media coverage, and she's gonna come in 
here [c/qps A/s /?<27?<A], hit and miss, and be gone, and nobody's gonna know she was even 
here participating in such an event. Man, I gotta put the light on this woman!" 77?#/ was 
my whole thing. I wasn't interested in the breakfast. I didn't care who was there. They 
have a right to be there. In fact, I defended the fact they had the right to be there. They 
can coordinate all they want to do. All I wanted was to get the media's light—theater— on 
Miss Vucanovich. I wanted the media to write a story that she was in attendance at this 
breakfast with these people.
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/,S'M? /?er goy?

I dunno. Somebody's gay in that famity. 1 know that. Some woman is, some giri. One of 
her daughters or somethin'. I don't know. Somebody's gay.*03

%)M Sorter? to .soy ?/n'.s* Aroo^/o^t tAtog J?.sp Ac JyoM to (to .sowett?/og e/.se.

[toogA^] Oh, yeah about the coaiition. ! got the idea sitting there having breakfast when 
they're upstairs and I'm downstairs. I went home and i got on the phone and catied Lynn 
[Bremer] and Doris [Weber], "1 got an idea. Guess what? Were gonna get together and 

we're gonna form a coaiition: NO HATE and conservative pastors."
Doris thought i had ready gone off the deep end now. She said, "You're gonna do w/?o? 

W7?(?;?"

I said, "We're gonna get aii the redneck conservative pastors that hate our guts and 
we're gonna get together at the County Commission office buiiding over on Ninth and 
Sutro. We're gonna hoid a press conference and were gonna denounce hate and vioience. 

And we're gonna get them to voice it uJJ? us."lO4

She says, "You're kidding."
I said, "No."

brii!iant!

I said, "We're gonna do this."
And Lynn says, "Let's Jo  it!" She said the same thing. "That's Let's Jo it!"
We got on the phone, we calied Maurice Washington, we called [Randal] Talcott, we 

called [David] Peddicord, we called every one o f 'em! And you know what? They all 
showed up. And my friend, [Pastor] Robert Owens, he showed up from the Community 
whatever church [University Family Fellowship Ministry]. And they all showed up and 
we held hands and we started our press conference. In the meantime, there's some folks 
from the gay community standing off to the side— Myra Soiffer and Bob Fulkerson, 

[others]— they didn't want any part o f this.
"How can you meet with them? How can you stand there with the same people that 

hate your guts?"
And I said to Soiffer, "You're o f the cloth, yoM tell me." I knew then. I said, "You know, 

there's a tide shift in here." I knew then f gotta do this by myself. I got Doris and Lynn,
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and that's aH I got, and we're goin' forward. You know what? That was in 1994. Last year 
the gay community in W ashington [DC] had a coalition meeting with the Coalition of 
Conservative Pastors and gay representatives. Jerry Falwell.105 You know, where's this 

community, I want to ask some time. Where the hell are you guys at? Honest to God. If 
you quit callin' people bigots, and ignorant, hateful bigots, and all these names, you stand 

a chance to win. But you have to test the waters of tolerance and do away with the 
puddles o f suspicion. You have to get into the total drink here. When you're up to your 
ass in alligators, you either work together or you're gonna get swallowed up in all the 
rhetoric.

fTcz.s /Ac// coM/erence on /Ae ,s/e/z.s ,s'z/cce.s',s'/A/?

It was somewhat successful. It was in the sense that today I can meet with some 
conservatives.

7/ go/press'.

Yeah! And it gotpr& n! That's credibility.

/  wrzH/e<? /o /cz/A c/AoM/ cz coworscz/zoHgoM Acz<7 w;'/A Grew?/ .S'czwyer. 106

Grant Sawyer. We are so better off for having lived in his time. Gay and straight, Black 

and White, male and female. Short and tall, thin and fat. We're all so much better for 
having lived in his time. I was in high school and he was the governor o f the state. It was 
his initiative and his total bearing, his commitment and his focus that got civil rights in 

this state for Black folks. He tore down the signs, the all-white restrooms and stuff like 

that. He did great things.
I had the occasion . . . .  Virginia Cain, very prominent Democrat in state party politics 

here in Nevada, you might talk with her. She called me one day, she says, "I'm gettin' 

ready to go to Las Vegas and we're gonna meet Grant Sawyer. Would you like to go meet 

Grant Sawyer?"
fTow!
So, we went down and first o f  all, we met Billy Vassiliadis at R & R [A dvertising].!^ 

And it was all to do with my talk show in Las Vegas. So Billy told Virginia and I to go 

over and see Grant Sawyer, go over and see Governor Sawyer downtown, at his office 
downtown in Las Vegas. So we truck on over there and we spent a few minutes with 'im
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in 'is office and he said, "Weil, let's go to lunch." So we all went over to the Desert Inn. 

Well, Virginia rode with Lola from the radio station in Lola's car over to the Desert Inn. 1 

had the good fortune o f riding with Grant Sawyer, just he and I in his little jeep that he 
had. 1 can't remember if it was a Wrangler or what it was. And he was a compulsive 
smoker. God! He e/:<rv/n ,sw;o/reJ! Just chain. 1 went, "Grant, are those army blankets? You 
need to /7i/?a/e!" [7c/MgAs]

On our trip from his office to the Desert Inn we talked about politics, we talked about 
the radio show, we talked about how Nevada's growing in the south. And that sort of 
thing. And at one point I don't know why I did, but it was like I wanted to talk to him 

about gay issues. And one point I told 'im, 1 said, "You know, you've done so much in the 
area o f civil rights. Your name will forever stand out as that one individual who took 
your heart and took your determination and you did great things. We all are forever 

grateful." 1 said, "Well, Governor, tell me about gay issues and gay rights." He told me 
how he had gone to Carson [City] to testify to overturn the sodomy law [in 1993]. And 
that started [our conversation]. Guys' be walking down the street and we'd stop at a light 
and 1 had heard stories, but I wasn't sure. And I'm not confirming that he is or he isn't. I'm 

just saying what I witnessed. [I'd say], "Now a nice-lookin' man!"
He said, "Oh, yes!"

You know there was references to people on the street.

"He's got a cute ass!"
"Yeah, he does!"
And that was pretty much the gist o f it. We told each other a couple of gay jokes and 

we laughed. I forget the one he told me. It was funny. We jostled a little bit about the gay 
thing. We talked a7?OMt it. He didn't come out and say, you know, "I'm gay." He didn't say 

that. You just know. You know. You just know. I've got to believe ... . I have to 
empathize with Grant Sawyer. 'Cause 1 have a feeling that if we'd compared notes, we'da 

found ourselves on the same boat.

A? wAat way?

He kept AN pretty quiet and 1 keep wme pretty quiet. And I think that he recognized as 1 

recognized, I recognized as he did. I gotta believe that having never met 'im, never talked 
to him before, his political life and his private life were two different lives. But that his 

private life gave him drive in his political life to do great things and he did it as a result 
of. I said earlier in one o f  our talks, if you are dressed properly for war, with the correct 

jargon, the correct vocabulary, the correct stature and posture, you can win. 'Cause you're
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dealing equal. If you walk in with your butt showing' and your cleavage hanging out and 
you got flowers or rouge or whatever and you're camping, them straight people out 

there'll never take you serious. I think that's what made Grant Sawyer so different. And 
I'm not comparing m yself with him. 1 don't mean to do that. But having met Grant 
Sawyer, realizing in my heart what 1 know now, 1 understand 'im a little better than he 
thinks 1 do. Even in death. I think I understand a little better than some folks who are still 
alive think 1 do. That's not to say he was wrong. It's only to say it's another notch in the 
stature o f his greatness. He was able to do great things as a result of, and he didn't let the 
world know. Not comparing m yself to Sawyer, 1, too, am living in the same kind of 

situation. 1 [have] not done great things in my life. 1 don't pretend to say that. But I am 
saying I've been able to be part o f history, I've been able to be part o f a movement in 

many ways. But I've done it by walking through the door and saying, "Hi, my name is 
Eddie Anderson." And nothing's changed. They knew no different. If I would have 
walked in and made any reference to sex, or any camp, it 'a been over. Straight people 
have said to me, "Eddie, I can talk to you. I can't talk to them queers, but 1 can talk to 
you." And months down the road they would say, "Honest to God, Eddie, you got me to 
thinkin'. You know, I hired me a homosexual couple of months ago, and you know what? 
He's the best damned worker 1 got. And by God, I tell ya what, I am pleased, 1 gave him a 

raise. In fact, I'll put him in charge of <Va-rfa-rfa." If I'da come off any different than that, 
in f/?af time . . . .  Maybe someday a guy with a lisp can walk in the door and say /a to the 
CEO of Wells Fargo, 1 dunno, and get [hired]. It just didn't happen back in those days. It 
didn't work. It couldn't be. And a lot o f people in the gay community say, "Eddie, you're 
hiding' ." Well, call it what you will. But I happen to have someone at home who loves 
me very much and I can't take that chance on pain. And I won't. I won't.

,Sy?or/(y q/?er y o a  ,spoAe w;YA /n?M, .spent tnwe w/YA /?/'/n, Grant .Sawyer g o t .s*icC

It was interesting, because that day that Virginia C a in ^ 8  and 1 were in Las Vegas, we 

spent that entire afternoon with Grant Sawyer. We had lunch, as I said earlier, we had 
lunch at the Desert Inn and it was a good lunch and we had a great visit. Little, of course, 
did we know that when we left that night, the next morning the phone rang and Grant 
Sawyer had suffered a stroke that night, and from that point on he was unable to speak 
for the rest o f his life. And, o f course, he later went into a coma and he passed away. It 

sort o f seems, you know, one's life ... . Mine are either first, or else 1 got the last. It was as 
if  Grant Sawyer was waiting for me. "Eddie, I'm still here, you need to come down and 
introduce yourself." [ /a a g ^ ]  "Let's do lunch and let's talk and have a couple of jokes
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between ourselves and we can look at the guys as we're driving to lunch. But let's talk 

about civil rights and let's talk  about the sodomy law and that sort o f thing." So it was a 
great honor and it was a great privilege to have spent that day with him. And I'm really 

pleased that at least I was there for perhaps, maybe, the last hurrah.

initiative

By Cy Ryan Vegas, Mayor Jan Laverty Jones,
SUN CAPn^AL BUREAU ! Secretary of State Cheryl Lau

CARSON CITY -  An anti- and Assemblyman Jim Gibbons,
gay initiative petition to amend aH ^ndidat^  for governor 
Nevada's Constitution has failed petition  would have
to qualify for th e  Novem ber prohibited sch ool from teaching
election ballot. } ^

Zos Tego-s Ann, Tuesday, June 21, 1994, 3B

^  ^  ^

A'ow w/?ot 7 wont to got into—we've to/Are<7 o7oni tt Severn/ t;tne.s Z?e/ore 7 cowe op 7ere 
one/ on t/?e te/ep/?one—A t/?e Coo/ition /o r t/:e 7Totee/ton o/  ̂Morrioge tn AevoJo one/ 

tAeir onti-.sowe-.sex w orrioge petition t/7ot got/?ere<7 enong/? .s/'gnotnre.s' onJ A gonno 7e 

on t/?e Z?o//ot on Aovew/?er 7.

Sure.

7 w ontyon to te/i we w /zotyonr i/?ong/;i,s ore o7ont t/?i,s. Fon've /?oci ,sowe t/?ong/?A t/?ot 

ore OMtsfJe t/?e woin.streo?n o/  ̂t/?e goy cowwnnity-

Yeah. The marriage petition. 1 gotta tell ya, when I first heard about it 1 was ambivalent 
about it. I didn't own any feelings about it at the time. I had a lot of mixed emotion about
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it because I understand that the gay community wants [iegai marriage], yet I understand 
what your parents and my parents would want, our grandparents. And my neighbor down 
the street, i think the thing that I got to thinking about is when i picked up the paper and 
there was a handfui o f foiks in the gay community— Bob Fu!kerson and others—they 
shot themseives in the foot. They came out o f the chute defensive, knee-jerk, weak- 
kneed, and piaying the victim. Ail of a sudden they started yelling, and the translation in 
the press was, Everybody's a  bote wronger, they're o// o /wore/? o/bote/n/ bigots. /Inr/ tbe.se 
yeop/e ore ;gnoron/ on<r/ tbA A oboot hate. And I'm going, "You know, this is the very 
thing that is gonna be the losing factor for this community." The whole thing was wrong. 

At that point is when I said, "Hold it." And that pissed me off. 1 was angry with the 
captions in the paper. The paper never bothered to call. I don't care if they called me or 
not, but they could have called me and said, "There is a difference o f opinion here." Yes, 
there is. And it isn't all just that side. There are people in the gay community 1 have 
talked to that have said, "You know, my parents may love me, but they're not hateful 
bigots. And they support only marriage between a man and a woman." Is yoMr mother a 
hateful person? No. It just absolutely ... . And I almost get angry when 1 think about it. To 
come out in a defensive posture like that. And that was a posture of weakness.

In the interim of all this, I have talked to several people, gay ond straight. 1 had people 

call me at home, who said, "Eddie, I've supported you on every cause you've ever asked 
us to march with you." People have called me who have access to my number, I don't 
even brow, called and left messages. "I am not a hateful bigot. I don't hate you people. I 

don't hate anyone." They're not hateful people, and to use that kind of Eery rhetoric, it 
forced a wed^e. And Mr. Fulkerson said, "Yeah, this is a wedge issue and this is 
cynicism." Yeah, Mr. Fulkerson, you're right. You're the one that pounded that wedge 
and split this community, I know, in various directions. There are some people in the gay 
community who support the marriage thing, but they're not gonna come public because 
they think that only a man and a woman .sboo/d be married. I've heard that from the 
mouths o f folks in the gay community. What they want is, they want domestic 
partnership, they say. And we want that civil union that Vermont may adopt. It gets the 
same thing. We're getting down to rhetoric and language and a wore/. I don't wanna 

ramble, so you're gonna have to ....

boob ot it /row tbe other .side, then. ITby did tbe Coodtion /ee/ cowpei/ed to bring ibis 
(?MeV/oM Mp in Nevada?

1 don't know. I think it was ill-timed.
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*

7%gy c/aw? /7o/ // wa,w 7. 77:e;7* argMwg7?/ /.s*— onJ /7/.s As* o^/ q/ 7/g7arJ Z/sgr'.s' own 

woM/7, w7o As* /7g c/?a;7waw q/ J?g Coo/J/oM m Neva Jo— /7n/, "7̀ /?g .s7o/<? q/ Cgr/noT?/ /?o.s 

forced M.s /o ^rmg /7/v qMg.s7/on op /J Neva Jo," /)gcoMse, ooJgr /Ag 7"o// Fo//7 o^J C7gJ;7 

C/oM.sg q/ 7/?g Coo.s7/7o//on— /7g Foor/ggo/A J 7 7?gf7 J 7??gf?/— A^gvoJo woo/J 7g rgqo/rgJ /o 

7*ggog7!/zg, /g/'.s' .soy, liaisons— he .soys marriage, ;7',s no/ worr/ogg /w Fgrwon/— 7o/ Ag 

.soys /7o/ /VgvoJo wo7 7/J 7g /orcgJ /o rgcogn/zg .so7Mg-.sgx 7Worr/ogg.s 7/ ono/7gr .s7o/g 

opp7*ovgJ /7g/n. r/7 o/'.s /7g Coo/;7/on'.s rgo,son. D o yo o  7g/;'gvg /7o/? D oyoo //nJ ony wgr// 

/n J?o/ c/o/7n?

i wasn't at the table when they arrived at the decision or brought up this idea to form a 
coalition and come up with something like that. I wasn't there.

Do yon /gg/ J 7grg ',s wgf// /n wAo/ J?gy .soy?

1 don't know. 1 don't know. 1 think, looking at ... . You know, Randy Shilts, he sat and 
wrote about a lot o f things that the gay community struck him down over, in his book, 

J n J  /7g D onJ P/oygJ On. 1 sort o f find myself like Randy Shilts at this particular time. 1 

support the idea o f a man and a woman in marriage. 1 also support the idea of same-sex 
alliances, same-sex anything. Just don't call it marriage. It's whether it's apples or 

oranges, a blue shirt or a white shirt. 1 don't care, let the Right, quote, the Coalition, 
quote, the whoever, quote, let 'em have their Tnnrr/agg. I think the gay community got 
caught up in the fire o f all this and, "God, everybody hates us." No, they don't. And then 
they're screaming, "This is a civil right." D o/J it! If you add to the fire, you keep the 

flames o f indifference going. I think the gay community, had they come off and said, 

"You know, instead o f attacking them, on the Right, the Coalition, for whatever purpose 
that they brought this idea in the forefront o f this election year, we should recognize that 
there are folks out there, even our parents and our grandparents and our great, grgo/ 
grandparents, went to the altar as a man and a woman. And in the eyes of their god, in the 

eyes o f our god, the eyes o f  this time in history, it's right for them. It may not be right for 
us, right now, to have the word warr/agg." And I'm saying, you know, "So what?" Go get 

something that says it's a civil union. What's the difference? A worJ?
Now, if the Coalition's idea, or they have an ulterior motive 7gyonJ, or there's an under 

layer that has not surfaced yet, about the protection o f marriage ... . 1 still believe that a 
man and a woman ought to be married, that gay people ought to have civil union. I 

believe that. I don't feel I have to defend my position. I'm just saying that's what it is. In
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the year 2000 we have to deal in realistic terms. Those are the terms that are non- 
negotiable at this time in history. Congress says no, the Supreme Court says no, 

everybody says no except for ,sowe folks in the gay community, [who say], "Wait a 
minute. I want wine."

"Wait a minute. You can /?ave yours, when you're willing and prepared to take the 
march from the curb and take a formidable stature that is representative of not only your 
parents, but o f yourselves, ourselves." It's like, don't show up with bird seed and your butt 

sticking out in this argument. You want their respect, cut out the fiery rhetoric and dress 
for the occasion. They're not going to listen to a handful of folks who want to cry foul 
and play victim. You play victim, it's a sign o f weakness. They're going to eat you up. 

When they did that— i/?ey. Bob Fulkerson and some people in the community—they lost 
coming out o f the chute on this argument because they came off with a weak posture. 
They had garnered over a hundred thousand signatures, the Coalition did. Why do you 
think that was? Because [wZine^] "They don't /;7re me! They're p/cU'n' on me. And they 
Ante us! And this is so cynical." You know? Whoa! Wait a minute! You wanna win or 
you wanna go home and cry? You understand what I'm saying? We set ourselves up for 

defeat. Use that kind o f rhetoric, we set ourselves up for defeat and that's how we lost. 

They beat us because we came out weak.
But that's not to say this fight is over. If there is any other ulterior motive— let me 

finish— if there's any ulterior motive outside the protection [of marriage] or, quote, a man 

and a woman, then I will be the first to come out of my brief retirement and say, "That's 

it. Enough."

lie//, aeiaa/(y, on t/?e ,sar/ace o/ it, it isn't /M.st protection q/ warriage. Zoo/: at it /Ai,s way. 
7f t/?ey were really concerned wit/: aeiMa/iy protecting carriage, woni<?n't it ,secw wore 
reasonaMe it?ai t/?ey woa/J go q/ter A'era<?a'.s /it)erai <Z'vorce iaw.s? Or t/?at i/?ey won/<f 
.sowe/?ow try to waZe acquiring a carriage iieen.se wore eti^icnit?

Those are good points. I didn't think o f it until you brought it up, but you're absolutely 
right. You got my mind going here, because it's back to strategy and theater. Yeah. You 
just got me into somethin' here, [iangi?^] Good idea. That's the challenge that can be 
made. That's the challenge that can be made. I'm sorry I never thought of it earlier, but 

I'm just as sorry that nobody else in the community has thought about it, north or south, 

about posing that question to Mr. Ziser and others. That if you're so concerned about 
protection o f marriage why not strengthen the divorce laws, make it a little tougher to get 

out o f that commitment? The other thing would be ... . Yeah. Not so easy to get a
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marriage license, either. You have to truiy be committed. See, this whoie thing is backed 

in large part by the LDS, the Latter-Day Saints, the Mormon Church. And there are some 

Fundies out there, some Fundamentalists who are involved in this thing, too.
You know, the sad thing o f  it is ... . And when 1 talk to Ziser— I talk to Ziser— my 

recommendation to him was, "You know, Richard, you and the gay community both need 
to get together. There's room  here. There's room at the table if  you keep the sharp edges. 

There's room at this table, Mr. Ziser, if you come together and there's room for some 
compromise." And 1 had indicated to him domestic partnerships. Strengthening domestic 

partnership laws and protections for folks like that. 1 said, "You can't continue to be the 
brow beater o f the world and police folks' bedrooms and private lives." 1 said, "While at 
the same time every time someone faith-based poses a question o f morality or tradition, 

such as you have, someone from the Left cannot stand on the other side of the street with 
a stick and a club and empty rhetoric and fire shots over your bow, calling it hatred, 
cynicism, and divisity. When, really, you're clinging to your belief, your traditional 
values. Call them what you want, but that's what they are. It's those traditions and those 
values that in their opinion— and 1 can see and I can understand it and 1 have empathy for 

them because I, too, have been caught up at a point in my life when religion was quite 

/wpor/ow/ to me, my faith was quite important, it was the thing that got me through all of 

this ... .
It sort o f reminds me, and 1 tell folks, you know, they want freedom of religion. I 

support freedom o f religion, but I also support the theory and the idea that the rest of us 

can be free from their owpo.s///ow.

A t/?;'.s w/?o/e <yMO.s//ow /?a.s/oo//y a re/(g/OM.s argMfwew/?

I think it is. 1 truly believe ... . You gotta get inside their heart. They truly believe God 
is the guy that came up with marriage. Tea/?— they honestly believe this! This is an issue 
that ... . If  the gay community would just move on, go the legislature, garner enough 

support and get domestic partnership coverage and protections. Somewhere down the 
road, this marriage thing, it will evolve. It all does. It will find its way into our 
vocabulary, as oar thinking will find its way into //?e/r.s! [poww<A //?e /oZ?/e] 1 Z?e/;'eve that. 
I believe that there is love on both sides, that there are factions o f hatred and divisity on 

both sides. But I don't think, in my heart o f hearts, I know for a fact that there are folks 

working ... . People called me— little old Italian women called me— "Eddie, I've done 
anything I can for you, but I can't back you on that." I'm not even /w on this fight! And I 

understand. I truly understand where they're coming from and they're wo/ hateful people.
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They're no? bigots, they're not ignorant. Maybe they're Puritan in thought, maybe they 
have some old ways, but those are ways that are thousands of years oid, since the 

beginning o f time. God c//c/ make a Steve and an Adam, but he [aiso] made an Adam and 
an Eve. And he made a M able and a Nancy, you know. And a Theresa and a Marge. 
Great names, right? [/ccMg/?̂ ] i think he made a worid where peopie can iove each other 

and I gotta beiieve that somewhere, if we get past a!i the ... . I want to say, "Get over it!" 
Let 'em have their marriage. Let 'em have it. Get outta their face, keep your ciothes on, 
quit waggin' yer asses at them, quit pissin' 'em off. It seems that we have a habit in the 

gay community ... . We have a habit as Leftists. Whether it's the feminist group, the 
minority groups, whether it's whoever, we have a habit of demonizing those who disagree 
with us. We have a terrible habit of demonizing these people. It's the only way we know 

sometimes how to fight back. It's the demonizing effect that we have on those lives out 
there o f people who support [only straight] marriage, who love us all to death. Those 
little old ladies. "I don't hate you, Eddie Anderson."

"I know that."
"Why is Mr. Fulkerson and his crowd saying we hate them?"
"Well, I can't answer that." What I'm saying is, over a course of time the lions and the 

Iambs .... I'm tellin' ya. I don't think Mr. Ziser hates anyone.

//ow was' it //?cM yoM wo Mac/ Mp fo/A/ag wit/; t?ic/?r?rc/ Ziser?

I had been in touch with Dan Hansen and his sister, Janine, and Carolyn, who work at 
the Eagle Forum office. 109 Over the course o f time, my relationship with Dan Hansen 
has evolved. Dan and I can get on the phone, call each other, whether it's at home or 
work or whatever. And I might add, I freely gave him my home phone and I had no fear 

of it. Ten years ago I would never have given the man my home phone. I mean, every 

radical and his brother would've been calling me. I'd be dead by now.
But Dan and I talked about this. Dan Hansen said to me, "Eddie, I don't hate anybody. I 

have never instructed anyone to ever do harm to anyone because they're homosexual. I 
swear to God, I have never, e w r done that." And I believe him. There are some things 
that I've gotten Dan around to thinking about. I got 'im thinking about domestic 
partnership, but he doesn't agree with the fact that people can live together. But he can 

agree with the idea that if you're gonna live together there oughtta be a law that protects 

you from getting hurt. It has nothing to do with special rights, he thinks. It has to do with 
something that offers a little more teeth to the constitution. Just because [they're] 
different, that's not a license to kill someone. That's not a license to go out and do what
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they did to little Mattie Shepard in W yoming.HO Dan was deepiy moved by that event. 
He was quite upset with that event. He was absolutely upset, I tell you. He /oM me. It tore 
at him that someone could do that to another human being just because, as he said, they're 
homosexual. You can't get Dan Hansen to say the word gay, by the way, OK? Gay to him 
is still /?appy. And that's all right. But that's a long ways from the Dan Hansen that 1 first 
met almost thirty years ago. That's a big step for Dan Hansen. So Dan and I talked and 
Dan said, "Eddie, I'm not gonna tell ya what to do, but you take it on your own. 1 know 
how you work and you do what you think is best." Because I came out in support of Dan 
Hansen against NAFTA [the North American Free Trade Association], against the GATT 
trade agreement. 1 find when you come to the table and talk about similarities, we found 
some things that we shared an interest in. 1 would go for GATT and 1 would go for 
NAFTA if there were things in place to protect workers. And why are we shutting down 
jobs in the north and they're shifting to the south? But that's another issue for another day. 
That's how Dan and 1 were able to come around, whether it was a discussion of NAFTA 
or GATT or the United Nations. Some things we agree on, some things we don't agree 
on. But he gave me Ziser's number and 1 dialed it direct in Las Vegas and Richard Ziser 
picks up the phone and says, "Richard Ziser." Not "Hello." It's "Richard Ziser."

1 said, "Richard Ziser, Eddie Anderson." And we proceeded to talk.

D a/ /?e Anow wAo yoa were aw / w/?atyoa've c/oac /a t/?e ya.st?

1 don't know. I didn't ask. He didn't tell me he did and 1 didn't ask. 1 told him, I said, 
"I've got a problem with this. Inside, my guts are torn. I want to say to you that I support 
what you're doing. But, Mr. Ziser, 1 need to know— is this about you violating civil 
rights? Is this about you hating a group o f folks?"

"Ao!"

Re .sa/<7 r/a'v to yoM?

He said that to me. He said, "I don't hate anyone. This is not about hate. I'm not out to 
destroy civil rights. I'm not out to destroy a group o f people. I just want to protect 
marriage. I want it written, black and white. Ife recogo/ze w arnage /?etweea a wan aw / a 

wowaa only."

7/ is /a /Ae Veva<7a .statatev a/rea<7y.
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OK. Now ... . [p<7M.sg.s̀ , to .speo^j ]f [ pursue it and brow beat him, hold 'im
down, hoid 'im to the fire and take the next twenty-four hours to get him to expiain a]] 

this, it's not gonna change his mind, if  it does anything, he's gonna be tike a hetd-down 
dog. He's gonna get pissed, come back, grow! and bite ya. OK? ! don't wanna do that, !'m 

not gonna change his mind. And he's not gonna change wy mind. So ! knew that going in. 
But that was a different discussion than going to the tab!e with ten baits, as ! said, and 
wa)kin' away with three or four of'em . If you wa!k away with oMyt/n'Mg, it's a victory, !'ve 

wa!ked away with many in the count over the years. In the past few years, even with 
Danny Hansen. But Ziser's a different breed of anima!. Here's a guy who's !ocked into his 

church, !ocked into a faith-based system. And you can't take that away from him. You're 
not going to change his mind. And if you stand at the corner and cat! 'im names, and add 
a!! the flourish to it that this is a hate-monger and this is a bigot and these peop!e are 
stupid and ignorant, a!! you're doin' is a!ienating the peop!e that are a!ready on your side 
that are just !ike me. "I support a man and a woman, but I sti!! !ove ya. Don't piss me off, 

because if I turn my back on ya, it's over." And a !ot o f those fo!ks I've ta!ked to that've 
ca!!ed my house, they weren't quite ready to wa!k across to the other side of the street. 
They're sti!i on our side o f the street, but they're supporting Question 2. By God, ! know 

for a fact I can get on the phone and cat! ten o f 'em today and say, "I need a hundred 

do!!ars from each o f you and we're gonna have a ra!!y a week from Tuesday at so-and- 
so's house down at Sixth and Main at three in the afternoon." They'!! be there. If they 
can't, they'!! send their dog or somebody to represent them with the hundred do!!ars. 
That's the commitment o f these fo!ks. But I can't ask 'em to meet me at Fourth and Main 
to say, "! want ya to come down and sign a petition that says we're gonna recognize 
homosexua! marriages." It's over. And if I continue to brow beat them, we're gonna !ose 
the fight. In this great scheme of things, in the bigger picture, if we're wi!!ing, there's 

room . . . .  And Jack Kennedy to!d us, you know, there's an art form in negotiation and 
compromise. Doesn't mean you're bad. There's no i!! wit! in negotiation, there is no i!! 
wit! in compromise, and sometimes compromise is good. No pun intended, but it's a 
tough swa!!ow. We need to pick up the fight on domestic partnership. Let 'em have their 
marriage. Their u!terior motive at this point has not surfaced, !f it's any more than this, ! 
assure you I wi!! be in the fight again. There is Ho way I'm gonna a!!ow this to go on, 
marriage or no marriage. Because at that point, we're not ta!kin' about marriage. "I to!d 
you you cou!d have your marriage. I'm goin' to the tab!e, I'm gonna !et you have your 

marriage. I'm goin' to the tab!e with ten ba!!s— ten nuts, ten oranges, ten whatever. I'm 
picking a nice, round number, Mr. Ziser, and 1'!! give up one of my ba!!s and it's ca!!ed 
/norr/age. You can have it. Now, out o f yo%, I want you to stay home and )eave me a!one
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when we go to the legislature and ask for protection for consenting adults who want to 

visit their loved ones. There has to be rite o f passage here. Will you give me your word, 
will you stay home, will you sit this one out?" Ipo;w<A /Ac /<rvMe] It's called wcgot/ot/ow. 
It's called cowprowi.se. There /.s room. If  we are so stalwart in our belief and in our 
system and there is no give and we remain single issue, we will lose. Lemme tell ya. It's 
like when we talk about the Holocaust— now, understand what I'm sayin'. Eight million- 
plus Jews died in those furnaces. Died in those camps of Auschwitz and Dachau and 
Treblinka and Sobibor and others. As many lives were put to the same test—there were 
gypsies and fortune tellers and fortune hunters and homosexuals who died, too. But in the 
discussion o f the Holocaust, it's all about the Jews. I very seldom hear anybody talk about 
how many homosexuals died.

Or Cw/?o/;'c.s. Or gyp,s/c.s.

Yeah! It's all about ... . I mean, thank God for the Holocaust Museum in Washington 
because there is a segment there. In the Jewish Holocaust Memorial in Washington, 
there's a whole section o f the homosexuals that died. But my point is, the Jews need to 
include us in their jargon, like we need to include them in ours.

// A eg,s̀  ;Ae r/MC.sW'ow, too, ot tAe very Aoftow /we— // two coo.seWwg oc/M/ty wot re/otec/ 
awywore t/?cw /tr,st coM,sw.s, woy/?e— wont to Z?e worrier/ ow<r/ wont to call it marriage, 
wAet/?er it Z?e re/igioo.s worrioge or civi/ worrioge, w/?ic/? ore two r/i%/erewt Zo'wis o/' 

worrioge, w/?y .sAow/r/ t/:ey wot Ae o//ower/ to t/?ot?

1 think they should be allowed to do that. I think it should be a civil marriage. A civil 

union.

77?e Coo/itiow r/oexw't woAre t/?ot r/isiwciiow, tAoog/?.

Then someone in the gay community's got to sit down with this Coalition. Those are the 
nuts and crackers you get to come to the table with. Those are some of the things that you 
get to argue. You shuffle pieces here. You're gonna shuffle pieces. That's what you need 
to do. We need to go from sitting on the curb in the bus stop. We need to go inside the 
room, shut the door, find a square table and look eye to eye. "This is where we're at, Mr. 
Ziser." [poM.se,s, ,s/rMgg/e,s to ,spcoT]
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Civil. Civii. I f  the gay community would go after civil [marriage] and remind Mr. Ziser 

that Vermont, maybe even down the road'll be New Hampshire, that we're talkin' c/v;V 
here. See, if  you notice, the argument's coming from the, quote, Religious? They're 
religious people. They want to protect the sanctity of their sanctuary and what goes on 

between the altar rail and the altar. That's their little kingdom, that's what they own and 
that's what their life is all about. You're not gonna change that. So you need to find 
something else that works. Standing outside throwing rocks, calling 'em names, ain't 
gonna do it. AH you're doin' is alienating the help and all the encouragement and all the 
support that you have that's silent until now. That's sitting over there. That, by the way, 

are supporting these [Coalition] people, but willing to support you on what you want to 
do. I didn't think I'd ever end up in a situation at this point in my lifetime, sitting here 
talking over something about warr/age. I'm sorry. I accept the religious side of this 
argument. I do. From whatever mistakes I've made in my life, it's still my faith and that's 
what 1 believe. OK.? In my heart o f hearts and in my guts and in my conscience also as a 
/jer.s'on. Aot as a Democrat, ??ot as a liberal, but as a human being who cares a great deal 
about each other. 1 think homosexuals, men and women, have the right to form some kind 

of bond. And they need to get over it.

Legal

Zega/ bond.

Tega//y recognized.

?.ega/(y recogw'zeJ! I don't care what ya call it. Call it what ya want. Call it anything—  

just don't call it marriage. Go get the civil recognition. Lemme say this. If someone came 
to me— let's say you and I are lovers. 'Kay? [/aag/?.s] Vever Awow! If 1 die, 1 want yoM 
there. 1 want ycM to have the right to be there. If I'm sick, I want yoM to be there. 1 want 
goM to have the right to be there. You share in my house, you share in my work, you 
share in anything 1 own. You're my /;/e! You're no different than anyone or anything else. 
You have the same rights and privileges. No one can bar you from the visiting room. 
They ought not have that right. The only thing missing in this is what? What's missing in 
the picture I just gave you? Marriage. You got everything. You got a civil union. A union 

that is recognized by the state. He is his partner, his whatever. T/er whatever. We get 
ourselves entangled in the mesh of things. And in doing so, sometimes with our demands. 
And all o f  this [negative] rhetoric, we chance losing. Winston Churchill said, "Harboring
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old ill feelings and oid HI will and old wars, we chance losing the future." 1 think we need 

to get over it. As sad as it seems, as harsh as it seems, perhaps it's real, what they pose. If 
their motives are any more than that, then you and 1 can have this discussion at that time. 

77zezz I will lay out a battle plan and then I will tell you how quickly, overnight, I can 
come to the defense o f this [gay] community. 1 come to the defense o f this community 
now, although many in this community may not understand my argument, may not cure 
to hear my argument. They're narrow. They're just as narrow as those other folks. And 
that's OK. But if  I appear to be indifferent to their feelings and their cause, if somehow 
they think I don't like 'em, then charge all that bullshit to my head, because it's certainly 

not part o f my heart.

,S̀ozMet/zz'zzg you .srz;<r/ eor/zer / want to pzzr,szze. Too <7o??7 Dzowgc? wtzcZtzcr /tzA protection 

o/ zzzorrzogc c/?ort A a prc/zzctc to .sozzzeitzing tzrooJcr nzzci ztor̂ er.

I don't know. [ztrowA] "Maybe I need to get ahold of my friend Rick and make a couple 
of phone calls!" [tozzg/z^]

Cat/ Daisy.
Do gozz t/?uA t/?at it'.s* wise to taAe t/zezzz a t t/?eir wore/ t/?at rea/ty  a t/ t/zeg'rc intere.sie<r/ in 

A p ro tec ting  t/zcz'r worzt [znarriage]. O r A it better to ... .

I'm gonna chance that. I'm gonna take Janine and Dan at their word. I've had too many 

discussions about this.

Do [t/ze 7/an.sen.s] .szzpport z/ozne.siic partnerstz;p tzene/zA /o r gag peop /e? ttozno,sexzza/.s?

They don't understand it. They don't understand it. They think people should be married 
to live together. They don't support that theory. Dan understands that if you're gonna live 
together, there ought to be law to protect you from some means o f discrimination. There 
oughtta be a law that says nobody can go over there and bum your house down. He's not 
gonna condone living [that way], keep it out o f my face, but there oughtta be a law that 
says somebody can't come and hurt ya because of it. Nobody oughtta be able to 
discriminate against you because of you. Nobody should keep you from employment 

because o f it. Nobody should keep you from visiting your friend because of it.
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A '.S' iutere^Aug /Arz/ you .so/J //?o/ becam e wAeu ;̂ ?g EADZ ^/// wu.s* pgrs.sgg/ /<rv.s/ yeor, '99, 
Dou /Avu.seu svcv.s oue o /  t/;o.se /A /Ae /rout o/?yo.s/ug A. Absolutely oppo.s/'ug ewq/oytueut 
MOM-AAcrwu'uoAou. 1 ̂  ̂

That isn't what I've gotten from Dan. That isn't what I've gotten from Dan.

/  /?ove A/'.s te.stu??ouy iu t/?e /eg/.s/ottve /?Atory o/ /Ac 5A/. A's t/?grg ;u /;/ocA r/u<7 wA;'/g. S'o 
A A/cAruA Zrser's'.

What did Dan Hansen say?

77u'.s' UY7.s ouot/:er oue o/ Daw 77rvu.sgu 's /uco7;greut ....

Tirades?

7uY7g/g,s. Aut t/?g gAt q / A wo.s' very c/eor/y Ae 0/7g0.sgg/ special rights /or /7O7wo.sg.rur;7y. 

Right, right, he does.

glur/ /?g cou.su/gr.s' e7uq/oy7weut uou-cfAcr/wt'uo7t'ou ogo/'u^t goy peop/e to Ag u .spec/o/ r/g/u 
/Aey <7o 7!ot Ae.servg. 77?ot'  ̂ /'/uy/tc;? ;'u wAot /?e wrote. A or/ Atc/?orr/ ZAer, t/?e ,so/??e woy. 
,S'o ;/Ag's tg//;AgyoM oue tAtug—uu/g.s.s' t;g'.s cAougeJ A/.s wtuJ iu o yeor ... . Rut [77ou.sgu] 
wo,s very o&;wout/y opgo.se<r/ to it. f  uM/c/y. Zu<r7 to wrttmg, .so t/tg recor<7 A t/tere.

Well, maybe he's ... . Well, 1 need to talk to Dan, then. Perhaps, maybe, to find out what 
this is about. I haven't discussed the ENDA thing with Dan.

/tyo.s.se<?, q/course, despite.

Yeah. From what 1 understand, from what I'm hearing from Dan, is no one ought to be 

discriminated against. There just ought not, maybe, perhaps, maybe, what you're hearing 
him say and what he <7u7 say, is that there ought not be a law set aside .s'pect//co//y for 

gays and lesbians. There's already a law on the book that says you can't discriminate 
against people. See, that's one of the things that they rely on. If what you're telling me is 
true, then Dan Hansen has not been level with me. If what you're telling me that perhaps, 
maybe, under all of this, that there A an ulterior motive there, it has not surfaced. That
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there is an evil brewing under the coat here and it just hasn't come out yet. That disturbs 
me and that bothers me, that probability.

A'.s AorJ to Anow.

If  it is, then I'm not quite ready ... . I'm not gonna turn my back on the gay community. 
That was never my intention, not even in this argument. You know, I support marriage 
between a man and a woman. I don't care if  that handbag over there is the one that 
brought up the idea. Or even you brought up the idea. But there oughtta be some sort of a 
union for two people who happen to be of the same sex. Man or a woman. And it ought 
to be equally recognized. Let them have their marriage. It's about religiosity and it's about 
secularism. It's so finite as that. But it's very black and white. It's very distinct. Sticking 
with the secular world. The gay community is more prone for the secular world than it is 
the religious world. That's obvious. That's not to say some gay people are not religious. I 
know gay people that are Catholic, living in Los Angeles. They go to mass every Sunday, 
they pay the dues, they do everything they can and they support the Coalition's idea. At 
the same time, they have lovers. But they have a California law that recognizes domestic 
partnership. You see what I'm sayin'? I'm sorry, but California queers a long time ago 

said, LScrew id" Really. And Nevada's gotta do the same thing. Let's get a life and let's 
move on. Let 'em have their marriage. Let's go get our thing.

7Aere wi/i Ac a  two-year w/JJow ;/ iAe qMe.siiofi po.s.se.s*—wAicA 7 Jon'f iAi??A any q /  as 

JoMAi.s it wiii—iAere S' .stiii a two-year winJow q/*opyoriMMiiy i?e/bre it /?a.s to Ac vote<7 on 
a  .secon<7 tiwe. ITi?at Jo  yoa ,s-agye,s't t/?at iAe gay cowwanity Jo wiiA tAo.se two years? 
7wo years' grace, /et'.s ea/i it.

I'm gonna show my hand, huh? [inagA,s] Well. 1 need time to think about that. 1 mean, I 
think the gay community can win. 1 think it could turn back the tide. [paa.se.s] You know 
what I told Ziser? And 1 told Janine Hansen and I tell the gay community the same thing. 
You need to change the faces on the stage. I mean, you take a Hansen and put 'em out 
front, everybody knows. Everybody ... . "God, here we go again!" Really. "It's the same 
old rhetoric. Jgom ." They need to change the faces. That's what I told 'em. I told the gay 
community. 1 told Rob [Schlegel] when I talked to him a few weeks ago about this when 
I was so upset about this. I said, "I'm torn! It doesn't mean I love less or anything." In 
respect to my community. The gay community, you gotta change some faces. Gotta 
change some faces, I'm tellin' ya. [.sigA.s] I don't have all the answers and I don't pretend
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to. But if  you look at the pictures o f the events we had, ninety percent of 'em I wore a 
suit. I went to do battie. Dress for the occasion. I think Kevin Keiiy, down in Las Vegas, 

is an axPYK?rJ;??#ry human being. I have a great deai o f )ove and affection and respect for 
[him]. Kevin. 7%ere! The horrors, the names, the afa-<%?-Ja. Go over here. This is not 

about this. This is not about you. And they need to get a handful o f people. D on 't.... NO 
HATE was successful because we kept it as minimum as possible. If we were successful 
at all, and I would like to think we were. But we kept it minimum. We finally realized 
you can't throw open the doors and invite the crowd, because, man, you're pissin' on each 

other and before it's over, the war's over, you've lost the battle <r;H<V the war. And you're 
standin' there in a room, sort o f like in that Andy of Mayberry TV showH 2 where the 

guy came to show up and give up a rifle after Andy sent 'im to prison. The guy had a lot 
of time to think about it, so he came back to Mayberry to see Andy and present 'im with a 
gift and it was a rifle that he could use to go hunting. Well, Don Knotts and his friends 
thought that [the man] was there to hurt [Andy], and while they were tryin' to get into the 

house to save Andy, 'cause they thought Andy was gonna get hurt . . . .  The gist of the 
story is they ended up getting themselves in the middle o f the room all tied up in a big 

knot. And the lights went out. Andy turned on the lights. And the gist of the show is, 

"This is our knot-tying class. We have it every Wednesday night." You know, that's what 
the gay community has a habit o f doing. It stumbles over itself, it gets itself in the middle 

o f the room and ties itself up.

Do yoM /ee/ /o ;A/.s co.se tAot t/?e Coo/;'P'on itself /?o.s woc/e ?7o',s/cAe.s?

Oh, yeah! I'm scared to death to show my hand, f have my own ideas. I really do. 1 have 
my own ideas o f how to turn this thing around. Yeah. You can win this thing. The gay 
community can win this thing. You can turn the table, turn the tide, and you can win this 

thing. But it's a whole different ball game. But you gotta change the faces. Like 1 said to 
you last night off the record, 1 guess we went to lunch and we were talkin', 1 said, "You 
know, you give me no more than five people, I guarantee ya we'll win this thing." Five 
people. Yeah. You get five o f us together— notice I said M.s?— I guarantee you, we'll turn 
this thing around. Turn this thing around and make it happen. But you gotta get some of 
the rhetoric off the stage. And it's not their fault. When I hear people, like Ben Felix! 13 
— whose heart's in the right place and is an extraordinary man who's done great things 

with the center, A Rainbow Place, in Reno, what an honest effort— but I need to set 'im 
down and say, "Ben, you need to understand something. Your rhetoric has to change.
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You may fee! it in your heart— never show your hand and don't go off the deep end with 
emotion. You can win this thing. You can win it."

The Oregon Citizens AHiance fight? What did we do? What did NO HATE do? We got 
on the phone and we caHed the governor. That was the first ca!i out. We need the best 
chief out front. You gotta put the most forcefui face we can in front of our charge. You 
know, Lyndon Johnson had an oid saying, and this is what's in my mind every time f 
work a campaign, if  I run one or work one, it's always in the back o f my mind: Lyndon 
Johnson's CIA director asked 'im one day when he was president, said, "Mr. President, 
you got a Republican Congress. Now, how're you gonna get those Republican members 
o f Congress to come along with you on your Great Society and your programs and 

Medicare? How you gonna get these people to go along with you?"
And Johnson had a great line. He says, "I'm gonna smile and I'm gonna reach down, I'm 

gonna grab 'em by the nuts and I'm gonna squeeze and I'm gonna hold on 'cause I'm 
gonna turn around and I'm gonna start walkin'. I guarantee ya, their head and their heart'll 
follow! And keep smilin' all the way. Don't turn around. Just hang onto their balls and 

keep goin'." And that's what ya gotta do.

U7?y Jo yoM /<gg/ [WewvJo Governor] ATnny Go/nn /?o,s rewo/neJpreny /nncA .s/Zen/ o&on? 

J:e Coo/J/'on'.s wor%?

1 dunno. 1 dunno. 1 tell ya what. W ell.... I can't answer for the governor, but lemme say 
this. Remember the Gay Pride thing? Not the first one, but the umpteenth one that Ray 

Crawford has?

Te,s*. UJ?o wo,s* mowAer one.

What did she do? W hat did she do and what was the thing that infuriated Kenny Guinn? 
Comes the Sisters o f Perpetual [Indulgence]. Remember reading that about the governor? 
That was q^en.s/ve. That was offensive to a lot o f the folks that have called me that have 
supported the gay community's causes over the years, that have backed us, very quiet, 
very silent. Who are very religious. Co?/?o//c.s'. That ... . Flaunt that in their face. There 
was no need for that. That's the thing I'm talking about. And I think Kenny Guinn 
probably is still trying to get over that. I don't speak for the governor, but I'm sure that 
there are factions ... . There are things about the gay lifestyle that offend a lot o f people, 
and this is what's goin' on here. This is what's goin' [on]. I think that's what's goin' on 
with him. If this was the Oregon Citizens Alliance, Kenny Guinn would be off the chair
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and out in the street, saying, "Hold it! This is ewowg/:! We ain't &nn' this!" But 
remember, Kenny Guinn is not Bob Mi))er. But he's a iot tike im in some ways. See, ya 
gotta change the faces and you gotta get someone ... . But you don't just cat) up the 
governor and go make an appointment, go sit down with the governor, [n/:me.s] "You 
gotta make a stand on this thing. They won't )et us get married!" And the governor's 
gonna took at you and go, "Wait a minute, hotd it! t haven't got time for this, !'ve got 
other things to do. ! gotta be about the peopte's business." [/a;<g/?.s] You know? If you 
were to ask me how coutd t get the governor's support on this? My first cat) wou)d be to 
Mark James.H 4 My second cat) wou)d be to Bit) Raggio. ! woutd cat) Congressman 
[James] Kotbe out of Arizona, who's a gay Repubtican in the House. H$ That's who !'d 
catt. Po)itica) atignment first. That's necessary. You gotta get the potiticat ahgnment. 
You're not tatking about an issue yet. Wa)k in with Repubticans. Democrats sit outside. 
"We'H get to you." Right now we're gonna get Repubticans in the room, t woutd fathom 
to be)ieve that if we coutd get Mr. Raggio and Mr. James together—and t know Raggio 
coutd get Mr. Rhoads in there, who's from E)ko.H6 You know—att those cow counties 
out there. Get 'em in the room, tt may take a meeting or two, but that way you might be 
abte to sway the governor to come out and say, "Hotd it! t support marriage between a 
man and a woman, but t atso support and understand that there are peopte who do tive 
together of the same sex."

You know, domestic partnership—another side of the argument that's missed in this 
whote thing? Peopte just overtook it. You tatk about domestic partnership, you're tatkin' 
about straight peopte who are unmarried tiving together. Same protections, f/se that.

Except at a pom?, some s?o?c.s /mve a common /cw .s ??oo?/oo [/or s?ro;g/t? peop/e].

Yeah, wett. Don't throw any more rocks in the path of the question than necessary. 
Don't do that right now. Never show your hand. That's the other thing. You know, !'d get 
the potiticians. !'d go for the governor. Get the potiticat part of it out of the way. Get the 
Repubtican meetin' the Repubtican, and the Repubtican takin' a stand rn a Repubtican. Be 
different. We're the mavericks of the west? "Then be a maverick, Mr. Guinn."

Then t woutd find some fotks that are of prominence who tive together. There are 
some fotks out here in this state who tive together. Straight couptes. You on)y need, 
maybe, four couptes of stature, t don't know who some of those peopte are, but you need 
to find out who they are that's tiving together. That's got power and ctout. Get on the 
phone and cat) somebody. Mover and shaker. That's what you want. So you get the 
Repubticans and get them and that's your front. Now you're puttin' your battte together.
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So you get one representative from them and one representative from each of those sides, 
one and one. That's two out o f your five team. Right now ya got two. The wo.s/ you want 

is seven, but you keep it a minimum of at least five. That wouid be my suggestion. I'm 

sorry, but I'd throw all the queers off the stage. I love 'em dearly, but I would keep Kevin 
Kelly. 1 would want two women. I would want Doris Weber and Lynn Bremer. I got four 
people now, so now 1 need one if not three more people. And I got Kevin Kelly, I got five 
people. Maybe we need one more. So I would reach and I would find one more person, 
maybe, or else keep it what we got. There's no boards, there's no trustees, there's none of 
that. And that's the core, that's your fight.

Now, one o f those minds in that group is the strategy. You gotta have a little Lee 
Atwater in your blood. 1 ^  Gotta have some Lee Atwater. And always in the back of your 
mind, always keep an index— not for public use, but for you. "I got Mark James, he's a 
Republican, 1 might have to write a letter and support him." It's OK. You got what you 
wanted. Go ahead and support him. What the hell do yoM care what these people over 

here, the three thousand, think? "Ah, shit, 1 thought you were a good Dewocraf!"
"Hold it!" You know. "I wanna win a war here. This is serious shit, man! I'm not talkin' 

about votes. I'm talkin' about stats, I'm talkin' about ... ." So that's what you do. And 
always, you're a block ahead o f everybody. But you gotta have somebody who's cunning 

enough to be a Lee Atwater. [<r/rawAj "Hi, my name's Rick. I'm goin' to the meetin'." You 
gotta find somebody ... . But see, they're a little smarter now. But you gotta find 
somebody who has the audacity to do that. I'm not sayin' I'm right, but you gotta have the 
/Moxz'e enough to pull it off. You gotta go to church with these mutherfuckers, man. OK? 
[poMf?<A /V?<? /<r;Me] You gotta get in bed with 'em and you gotta go to church with 'em, you 

gotta eat with 'em, you gotta think like 'em, you gotta go to their meetings. You can do 
that. I guarantee ya, you can do that. And if  there's a shark in the water, and there's 
another purpose to their petition, that person will find it. And that's like a red flag to the 
gay community in this nucleus that you've come up with. Keep it under control, don't run 
to the media with it right now. Don't run to the media as yet. There's a time and a place. 
Your pulse will tell you. Your pulse tells you, your instinct, your pulse tells you when to 
move. That's what dictates your move. You're in a checker game and you're always 
lookin' across that table and you're always on that phone and you're always goin' to their 
church, and you go to their barbecue. You raise the flag, you salute, you do the whole 
nine yards. And don't you let out one iota to nobody. Don't trust your best friend or your 
mother! Who you are and what you're doin', 'cause if they find out, they'll kill ya. Ya 

need to really find somebody who's willing to do that. And who's prepared to do that for 
however long the fight is.
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The next best thing to that, if  ya can't do that, then you find somebody who calls 'em 

every day. And you gotta learn to play. You can show up as yourself to their church. You 

know, Eddie Anderson went to their church, man, they looked around. "What the hell's Ac 
doin' here?" See, I'd get outta church and that night 1 was on the phone. [JrowA] "Hi, 

Daisy, this is Rick. I'm sorry I couldn't make it to church this morning."
"Ah, E JJ/e  ^ J e n s o n  showed up!"

"Did he really?"

You understand what I'm sayin'? But you gotta be careful. I'm just being as blunt as I 
can here. Don't send anybody in with any A/p.s- and no [/;',s'/M owJ c/ZcAs A;A /ongr/e]. I 

mean, I understand and 1 don't wanna hurt anybody's feelings, but that's a dead giveaway. 

You can't send anybody in with rouge and camp. [/ongAs] Find the most macho shit head 
you can. [7aMgA.s] Dress that sum'bitch and make him look good! And send 'im in there. I 

don't give a shit, man, you gotta use a pay phone in Ferntey to call and tell people what 
they're doin'. If that's what it takes, Jo  //! And don't send somebody in that's using a cell 

phone, [w/w/c.s- a  .SMrrcy/Z//oM.s pAonc cn//j "Well, I'm outside now and they're Jo-Jo-Jo. 1 

gotta go." C/ZcA! I mean, they're gonna look at you, like, "What're you doing?" You 
know? You gotta be careful what your maneuvers are, what your moves are. And, yeah. 

So if I was gonna do the battle, yeah. And then it's fun time. That's the theater, that's 

when you call in the press conference and that's when you start usin' your numbers. 

Scaring the shit out o f 'em  with your numbers, man. You get a petition o f your own. "No, 

1 can't give you this. This is confidential. It's confidentiality. I'm not givin' ya names." 
Turn it around and use it to benefit yoo although you know it's no fuckin' good!

A .soonJ.s //Ac yoo /A/nA /Ac Vro/egy /Ao/ wo,s' M.scJ A? /Ac /ZgA/ ogo/7M/ /Ae OCJ woo/J 
worA w//A (/ocs/Zon 2.

Very much so. Why? It's the ,s'owc crowJ! It's the same crowd.

IF//A wore woncy.

Yeah. Yeah, ya gotta find out where they're gettin' their money. You know, the gay 
community, "We don't have any money." A/e//o! Whoa, wait a minute. "IFc Jon'/ Aove 

ony woncy." [/oogA^]

^  ^  ^
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ff%af 7 waa/ to ta/7 aAoat next A yoar rar//o career.

[/aag/M] f had more friends when f did Giants basebai). And f had more friends when ! 
was DJ. My first radio job was Big Bands. And f gotta teii ya, Margaret Whiting and 77?e 
7ree in f/!c A7ea<7ow put me to sleep.  ̂* ̂  And I thought to myseif, You know, I'll never 
get over this. So ! soon found myself into Manhattan Transfer,H 9  the Big Bands and a 

lot o f that upbeat stuff that just kept my adrenaline, my blood flowing.

H7?ca <7/<7 yoa /;r.s/ get ;avo/ve<r/ /a ra<7/o Aroar/ca.st/7;g?

It was back in the '70s when 1 used to do political spots for candidates.

Now ydr 7acA ;'w t/?e '70.s?

'Bout '74.

Nar/yoa /?a<7 aay 7ac7graaar/ or trata/ag /a rar/;'o?

No.

Now J/'<7 yoa cowe to /rave yoar /;'r.st .s/?ow?

'Cause f had a friend o f mine, became my boss. Johnny Steele was in Reno radio for 
years and he had a great set of pipes, as they say in this business. He had a great voice. 
And he was always cornin' after me, you know, "Get ya into radio." One time he ran 
KONE Radio with Martin Flynn and others. They said, "You oughtta get into radio." ft 
was the enthusiasm and the personality and the interest and enthusiasm they keyed in on. 
The /;'vc/y part, that you could be entertaining. Because that's all radio really is, is 

entertaining.
So Don Costa was my first general manager and 1 remember Don tellin' Johnny Steele 

to fire me a few times. "God!," he said. "That guy's /oa.sy!" But what the hell— I was 
workin' the midnight to six when 1 first started radio. [/aMg/?,sj I was a jock! And I sat 
there and after awhile it finally dawned on me in radio you can be awy&o<7y, you can do 
anything! Its creative. The walls, you can kick 'em out, and the space and your creative 
ability is //w/f/cvs. Go as far as you want in this business with a program. So all I was, I
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was jockin'. And 1 would learn to voice over and voice out and fade in, fade out, segue 

and And I learned a whole lotta things about radio and the different tricks of
the trade. And I loved what 1 did. And I miss jockin'. Today 1 really do. I miss jocking. 1 

could go back into it like tomorrow and pick it up where I left off. I loved it. But I knew 

that if I stayed in radio that I would die being a jock. If 1 didn't do what 1 really wanted to 
do. So I thought, "Well, 1 wanna try other things. 1 love to do interviews." So 1 went to 

my boss one day and I said, "I have an idea for a sports show. And instead of a sports 
show, p e r  se, like an hour sports show, I would do, maybe, just a few minutes at night 

between six and midnight."

So Don Costa said, citing the old theory in radio— if it sells, go for it— "If you can find 
a sponsor, go for it." So Simas Floor Company, 9400 South Virginia in Reno, "the home 
of the M annington never-wax vinyl floor covering. It's available today at Simas Floors, 

9400 South Virginia, Reno. Tell 'em 1 sent ya!" So 1 went over to see [Simas General 
Manager] Fred Peabody and I said, "1 wanna do a sports thing at night like a quiz." So 1 

called it JocA: Shorts 5porA. And I'll tell ya about that in a minute, too, because a funny 
thing happened. We had the Joc% 57?orA Sports'. What it was is, 1 would get on the phone 

and throw out a trivia [question], and we had background music [c/McCs /?;'.s tongMe to 

bw/'/o/e o Sot Sfttfpg o So,seAo//]: "Here comes the 3:2 pitch high, it's a delivery, back, 

back!" And you could hear the crowd and whole bit and it was a home run if the guy got 

the question right. I'd pick out a sports question somewhere. And we'd give away a dinner 
for two at a Santa Hut in Roseville [California] or something. Or, you know, three nights 

in a stay behind a rock up in Medford, Oregon! [/oog/rs] But, no, we'd give away dinners 
and lunches and all kinds o f things. God, it was a lot o f fun.

R7?at Vnt;'cM wa,s /S/.s?

At that time it was KBET— K-B-L-T— Radio in Reno. 1340 [AM] So, anyway, f stayed 

there several years.
Anyway, had the high school playoffs coming. And all of the high school teams were 

vying for the championship. I was in my glory. 1 thought this was great. So 1 would get 

excited at night, get excited on the air. Instead o f sitting in a chair I'd sit up on a bar 

stool— which, by the way, my friend M ark London, who had the Depot Bar, which is an 
old gay bar in Reno out on South Virginia years ago, it's no longer there, he had it for a 

short while, but the old Depot. So Mark London said, "Do you want that bar stool?"

'Cause I was always sittin' on it. It would sit up high and I needed to be up, and 
1 wore my ball cap and it all just kept my adrenaline goin'. And I would play that intro
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[c/MC%3 /?A ZowgMe ;'w/t<7Z/Mg o A<7/ A/ttwg /?<7.se/)<7//]: "And now it's time for Jock Shorts! 

You, too, can be a winner! Simply dial 322-1340!" [/<7Mg/?.s] I mean, the a&ena/;'Me! So, 
anyway, one night ... . I'll never forget Ken Leopold had just come to our station, hadn't 
been there long. He came over from KKBC in Carson City at that time—big, super, 

50,000 megahertz. And he came over to our station— quite a step down, really. He had a 
lot o f class and he caught me off-guard and I forgot track of what I was doin' 'cause I 
wanted to get the coaches and a couple o f the players from a couple of the teams that 
were vying head-to-head for the playoff position, have 'em in the studio and talk. So I 

come outta there, cracked the mike [/aMg/?.s], and Leopold, by that time, he walks in the 
door and 1 had a live mike [/#Mg/?.sj and [1 said], "Now we're gonna have the Jock Shorts 
High School Joc%;-Off!" [/oMg/?^]

Ken Leopold walked in, he says, "I'll buy that!" [/aMg/?s]
Jcc% .S*Aorts 7/;'g/? .S'c/?oo/ JocA-6%/! God, all o f a sudden 1 froze! I realized what I'd said!

I wanted to say the Jock Shorts High School Adce-Off. [/<r/Mg/?,s] And Leopold, he says, 

"77/ buy that! Sounds all right to me!" 1 just froze! [/#Mg/?.y] 1 fell off that stool, I rolled! 
God, it was good!

But one afternoon it was snowin'. We carried the [San Francisco] Giants. And we lost 

the Giants— 1 think KPTL in Carson [City] picked up the Giants or somethin'. And we 
wanted to get the San Francisco Giants back on our station so we could have the Giants 
games. The station had since moved from a location downtown over to the Arlington 
Towers. Don Costa left and went to Alaska. But before Don Costa left, I gotta tell ya a 
little story, true story. Johnny Steele left first as the program director and he went to L. A. 
And we had a send-off for Johnny Steele and we had breakfast catered to the station that 
morning. Smokey and Dee's over on Kietzke Lane did the breakfast.120 Didn't charge us, 

sent over all bacon 'n' eggs and ham 'n' eggs and muffins and toast and all of this. It was 
great! We invited a lot o f the clients and the sponsors of the station and a lot of other 
people from other radio stations. I think Bob Carroll was there from KSRN, and others. 
And it was just a great time to say goodbye to Johnny Steele, who had done so much, at 
least, for me /xv,s'Of?<7//y, but also for this community through the years. Because radio 
guys are always involved in good things. And then later on down the road, my good 
friend Don Costa left and went to Alaska— but he is since back now and works for the 
state. He's got a rea/ job  now. Now he has to go to work and get a check! But Don's a 
great guy. We ended up as friends through the years, and to this day we remain friends. 

Still calls me KZ<7. He hasn't seen me lately, though! But before he left— I knew he was 
goin' away, he was goin' to Alaska. Weird thing. I called the press secretary in Anchorage 
to the governor o f Alaska, just right outta the blue. 1 had arranged that night, live on the
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air, we had a party for Don at the station, a goin'-away party. And it was a saiute to the 
chief and he was !eaving. And we had this big party, we brought in the ctients, we 

brought in everybody from a)i over the city and other stations, ciients and advertisers. 
Everybody showed up. And it was a salute to Don Costa, Don and his wife, Jody, at the 
time. They were all leaving, he and his wife were leaving, they were goin' to Alaska. I'm 
on the air that night, six to midnight, and I'm between the party and the control room and, 
finally, 1 told the other jocks, I said, "Go out and get the room kinda quiet." So I came on 
the air and they're listenin' to the radio on the monitor inside the other room, and the 
salesman was, like, on the air at home. I said, "I have a special treat for Don Costa." And 
the governor o f Alaska came on the line. I arranged for the governor of Alaska to 
welcome him to Alaska and wished him well and everything. Little did we know that the 
governor owned the radio station across town that was the competition! [iaMgt?s] It was 
just great! And Don Costa was just absolutely overwhelmed with that night. He says, 
"How the hell can you get the governor of Alaska? You don't even Arnow this guy."

1 said, "You know, it's tenacity. It's what you t/:in% you can do and you go out and do 

it."
Yeah. And it was through my sports show that 1 met Joe DiMaggio. Joe DiMaggio was 

my first interview.

Row (A? yon get t?iw?

I called 'im at the hotel at the Eldorado the night before the golf tournament at Wild 
Creek. And he says, "Well, meet me tomorrow. I'll be out on the nine. Come out and 
meet me." yatta-yatta. A t the same time, I met Arnold Palmer*22 and others. But I was 

there to get Joe DiMaggio who was, you know, the Skipper, the great guy from the 
Yankees. And I remember 1 was standing there with that microphone and shaking. Joe 

had to grab my hand and he says, "It's OK." So we talked about the batters and we talked 
about the height o f the pitcher's mound and we talked about the game of baseball and 
how it had changed from when he was and how he chased [Babe] Ruth'sl23 record and 

how he played 57 games and how he did this 'n' that and cia-<?a-<Va. We went over his past 
and over his record. We didn't get around to his golf game, though. But it was a great 
interview. I still have it to this day somewhere. In all my collection some place I have Joe 

DiMaggio in the can, as they say on tape.

Row 7?!Mc/: q/yonr sports si?ow was' sports, an<7 /?ow nwci? was interview?
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Well, sports /s interviews, for the most part.

5b // was aw /w/erv/ew show, bas/ca//y?

Yes.

And then my next caH was to ... . I'H never forget. 1984, the Cubbies went to the 
primary, the Cubbies— the Chicago Cubs— went to the play-offs. That was the year of 

Sutcliffe, Rick Sutcliffe pitched and he was the great arm that got the Cubs into the play­
offs. And the [San Diego] Padres played that year. 1 mean, that was a great season of 
baseball, that year. Rich Bordic played for the Cubs that year. 1 did an interview with 
him.

And so then the season was over and baseball kinda came to a close and winter set in 

and Don'd [Costa] left and we had moved to the Arlington Towers. And 1 was sitting in 
my office one day at the Arlington Towers and 1 was lookin' out the window and it was 
snowing and 1 was lookin' at the mountains and it was just kind o f a dreary day. And I'll 
never forget— 1 guess it was, like, January—thinking, "God! I'll be glad when this 
winter's over. I can't wait. I just wanna hear the crack of the bat and spring training. 1 just 

can't wait." All o f a sudden, 1 said, "Wait a minute." So 1 got on the phone— and you 
never do this in radio— but we had a new general manager, of course, and he was in his 

office way at the other end o f the facility, o f  the station. So 1 got on the phone and 1 
called KNBR in San Francisco and 1 talked to a guy named Jay Barrington, who was 
Marketing Director. Fie was doing all the marketing and stuff. He handled the Giants for 

the station. And he got all o f that together for them.
Said, "Jay Barrington? Eddie Anderson, KBET Radio. We're interested in carrying the 

Giants next year."
He said, "Really? Well, we're trying to get another affiliate in Reno."
I said, "Really?" Ta//a-ya//a-ya//a. 1 talked, maybe, ten minutes with 'im.
And Jay told me, he said, "Well, we can see what we can work out."
1 said, "Jay, can I put you on hold a minute?" So 1 went in to see Ken Griffey who was 

the general manager at the time, walked right into his office, said, "Ken, I'm sorry, but 

we're gonna carry the Giants next year."

He says, "We are?"
And 1 said, "Yeah. In fact, we're goin' to San Francisco next week."

He said, "How the hell we doin' that?"
1 said, "Pick up the phone on line 2 and I'll get it in my office." And we did. The 

following week we were in San Francisco at the Old Washbag, which is now closed, the

126



Washington Bar and Grid over in North Beach. Great restaurant for everybody who's 
ever been to the city. Tom Brokawl24 hangs out there and a iotta the fotks ... . 'Course, 

it's not there anymore. Anyway, we met there for dinner—-Pat GaHagher, who was 
Operations Chief for the Giants at that time, today he's Vice President of Operations tor 
the San Francisco Giants; and Jay Barrington from KNBR, and Ken Griffey and myseif. 
So the four o f us sat around, we had dinner, we came up with an agreement, and 
everything. My idea then was to do something that'd never been done before, and that is 
from a local affiliate— and a small affiliate at that in Reno, Nevada— that I would attend 
all the home games and do a pre-game show in front of the Giants network. You know, 
"Hi, everybody, from Candlestick Park, the first o f four. Under the lights, it's the Giants 
and the Braves and we'll be back in sixty seconds." And we would put it all on tape and 
we would feed it to the phone lines— and it sounded like it, too! [/oug/?.s] But we would 
send it back [to Reno] and f would do a twenty-minute pre-game show. And I would 
interview all the ball players, both sides. Giants and Dodgers, or Giants and Pittsburgh, or 
whoever was playing at Candlestick. Griffey ended up leaving the station and another 
general manager came in. Well, as a result, it went from /fve baseball to toper/ baseball, 
and that pissed everybody o ff in Reno.

1 gotta tell ya a true story. One night, when we were carrying the Giants, we had a guy 
named Dr. V on the air, Vassilies, a hair dresser. But he was doing radio and he's just a 
great guy. We called 'im Dr. V because o f his knowledge, his encyclopedic mind. He 
gave reference to the great history o f the artists o f jazz and big bands. 1 mean, he knew 
about every one o f them. So, anyway, one night he's working the six to midnight and I 
think [Ed] Pearce, who's now one o f the news guys on Channel 8 here in Reno now, 
television, he was, at that time, I think he was working at Channel 2 and 1 think he was 
news director. And he was a Giants fan, listened to the ball game. And one night the 
Giants were playing, I believe, the Astros in Houston, and we're, like, [in] the twenty- 
second inning. It was one o f those long[est] innings in history, there's only been a couple 
of 'em. 1 don't know, the twentieth inning or some damned thing, some [un]godly, 
unforeseen inning that had been so long. The game ran, like, six hours and something. 
And [/oMg/? ]̂ it started that afternoon, it was, like, six, seven hours long. And finally, f 
guess, the game was tied or something in the nineteenth inning or somethin' or another 
and David Glass and Hank Greenwall, they were doing the play-by-play. There was 
Greenwall and Glass [fmwic.s' G/o.s.s '.s* voice—/:e .s'OMMc/s /;'^e Jb/m fFoyw], "Hi, 

everybody, David Glass." So, anyway, in those days we used to shut down the power and 
turn the radio station o ff at midnight. Comes up to midnight, bags [bases] are loaded, 
[Ed] Pearce is home and he's listening to the ball game, gets midnight, and David Glass
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or GrcenwaH, one or the other, says, "And Cook goes from the pitch, here comes the 3:2 
de)ivery ... " and the next thing you hear is, "KBET now concludes another day of 

broadcast. Da-<Va-&?. KBET is owned and operated by ... ." And I'll never forget, [Ed] 
Pearce [/<2Hg/M] ... . it wasyb?!f?y! "What happened? We didn't hear the last out, we didn't 

get the last pitch— w/?o won?" It was /n'/ar/oMs! It w as/anay! Yeah! But that's one of the 
many stories ... . Those were just fun days. And those were days when I learned how to 
do voice-overs in commercials and had a lot o f fun doin' 'em.

And then '85 season left . . . .  And that was the Giants' worst play in the history of the 
Giants franchise. I mean, they lost a hundred games. You play 162 games, they only won 
62 and lost a hunnerd o f 'em. Davenport, Jim Davenport— Davvie— was the GM [general 

manager] that year. And they fired Ken Elaller and all these other folks, they got rid of 
'em and brought in this new team and these new GMs, field managers, and stuff.

'86 was a great year with the Giants. That was the year I decided I was gonna go on the 
road with 'em. And I traveled with the team. I hit every ball park in America. And I made 
a point in every city I went to, whether it was St. Louis or Philadelphia or wherever, 

Atlanta— I visited city hall. And I went and I sat in on their city hall meetings. Like in 
New York, I went to city hall. And I saw the aldermen of New York, I saw the mayor, 

and I saw these folks, and I tried to make it a point to meet as many of these peop)e as I 
could. 'Cause I was interested in the politics o f the day. i wanted to know if rich people 

could afford to go to a ball park, why were kids still peering through knot holes? Peeking 
through knot holes in old wooden fences to try to catch a ball game. Maybe they couldn't 
afford a ball game. And that bothered me. So I did that. And I had a lot of memorable 
experiences in '86. I remember Atlanta, Georgia. As they say Atlanta, they call it 'Lanta, 
Georgia. Not Atlanta. The 4̂ is silent. But it was through that [traveling with the Giants] 
that I had gone out to 53 Christopher Street [the Stonewall Inn], by the way, was in that 

period. We went to New York to p)ay the Mets.

T7?CV/ /7<3/7/7ef?gc/ W  'T(27?62?

So I went to Atlanta, Georgia and I went out to Martin Luther King's Center for
Nonviolence. The cab guy met at the hotel, the Peach Tree, downtown Atlanta, we went
out to the Center, I said, "Come back maybe in an hour." He showed up in an hour and I
wasn't ready to go. So I sent 'im back and I said, "I'll call ya when I'm ready." I ended up

staying the whole day at the King Center. And I saw the Center o f Nonviolence. I saw the
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Ebenezer [Baptist] Church. '  I knelt in his church where he once preached. Where 

Daddy King preached and where his mother played the organ. It was just a moving
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experience for me. I went to his birthpiace at his house on Auburn Street. And then in the 
Center they have a museum and they had his robes. They even had the motet key from 
the Lorraine Motet, where he was assassinated at in Memphis that night.126 Anyway, 
and then, of course, his grave's there and they've got the water, the pond, you know, the 
pooh I atways catt it the site of the seputcher. Where his memorial is. That was a very 
moving experience. It brought back a tot of memories for me because of what I had done 
in high schoot. And I sat in the room and t tistened to tapes of Martin Luther King 
tatking. Just being in the room and everything was so overwhelming for me. It was an 
emotional experience for me. It was so tough. God, it was ?OMgA! I sat down and I started 
to cry and I couldn't quit. It was like... [paMAcy grow.s* ?ea?y-eye6f] ... that I never got to 
meet in my lifetime. But I understood 'is struggle and 1 understood what this was about. 
And I was so glad to be in a city that allowed Black people now to ride the buses and 
drive the buses and maybe have a piece of the ownership. And 1 deliberately wa/%c6? back 
to the hotel and I walked through, quote, the Black part of Atlanta. And it was interesting.
I passed by a store front building that had a big glass window out front and a big sign in 
the window that said, </M/;aM Ronufybr Congress. 127 go 1 went in and I got some Julian 
Bond material and brought it home. He was runnin' for Congress from Atlanta. If 
somebody would have said forty years ago, we'd never see that in our lifetime .. . . But it 
was happening. Here was a Black man running for Congress in Atlanta, Georgia. So that 
was a very, very moving experience.

Yet I was in for the surprise of my life. I still hadn't really had my fill that day. That 
day at the ball park I walked into the Braves' front office and I'd made arrangements. And 
a figure walked down the hall and approached me. Got to the counter and I said, "I'm 
Eddie Anderson."

He stuck 'is hand out and he said, "I'm Hank Aaron. Welcome to Atlanta." 128
So I went back to his office and honest to God! I got there ... . That was the first 

interview I'd ever done in my life, I choked. I had to stop. And I told Hank Aaron .... I 
have the tape. Sometime I'll let you listen to it. I told 'im, I said, "I'm honored and 
humbled and I'm deeply moved to be in your presence." That's what I told 'im. His story's 
an incredible story.

"I was banned from hotels."
He was banned from the front of the bus. Yet here's a man that played major league that 

was worth millions, that hit more home runs, that caught up and Babe Ruth's
record. That had some extraordinary things in the field of play. He was a class act above 
and beyond all that. He was a five-star class act. Here was a gentleman's gentleman. And 
what a gentle man. I was ju s t ... . Yeah. And he gave me a baseball afterward, he signed a
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baseball for me. Still have the baseball. He told me about 'is mother, he told me about 'is 

father, he told me about his kids, about when he was growin' up. It was a whole lot like 
Willie M ays,129 in a sense, from Mobile, Alabama, Willy being from Mobile. Hank just 

... .Yeah. It was a great experience. In fact, I walked into the Giants club house that night 
and I saw Jeffrey Leonard.130 Jeffrey Leonard was a Black ball player, played for the 
Giants. Jeffrey was a lot like me in my youth, in a sense that here's a guy that trusted very 
little people, but, I mean, in the sense, he was Black but some would say he had an 
attitude. Well, yeah, he rA'J have an attitude, but he was right in that attitude. And he was 
one of the ones that was up on the drug thing back in the early years. But it came out he 

tested innocent and everything, proven innocent and all of this. But Jeffrey Leonard, he 
asked me, he says, "Eddie, you all right?" And he called me over to 'is locker.

I said, "Yeah, Jeff. I'm fine. How was your day?" He told me what he did, yat?#-ya?fa, 
his wife and kids were on the road with 'im.

He said, "Eddie, you all right? Sit down and tell me what's goin' on."
I had the same rapport with other ball players— Chili Davis and Mike Krukow and 

Scott Garretts and Atlee Hammacker— the Hammer— and Bob Brenly, Bobby Brenly—  
BB we used to call 'im— and I told Jeff what I had done that day and Jeffrey was just 
absolutely pleased.131

He said, "Have 1 got a treat for you when we get to Philadelphia."
We went to Philadelphia— he was raised in Philadelphia— he said, "I'm gonna show ya 

the old 'hood." So he took me to Philadelphia and he showed me where he was when Ac 
was a kid. So it was extraordinary. 1 really enjoyed it. 1 had a lot of fun with the ball 

players that year.
I gotta tell ya that in 1985 ... . I used to call home every night and Cheryl [Milks] would 

tell me what was goin' on in the day, This one night I'd called, she was
really upset, she was crying, and I said, "What's the matter?" And it was Gary, her son.

I said, "Well, what's the matter?"
She says, "He wrote us a letter." She read it to me and I came home that weekend. And 

the letter read something about, D ear Mow ao<? EJ: EEa.se /w<:Erstaa<? /  /ove yoM. Eat 
MEAe/E, Aer aaw e A rea/(y Michael. Move 7w. Ew gay. Wow! You know?

Right away Cheryl blamed herself for that, as most mothers do. 1 told 'er, no. Told 
Gary, I said, "You know, I'll be home again in a couple of weeks. Why don't you get 
ahold o f Michael or whatever 'is name is. I'll have a barbecue." When he comes home, he 

just slips 'is feet under the table like everybody else and we'll just get on with it. And 
that's how we dealt with it and that's how Cheryl got over it. And that's how she was able 

to accept it.
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!Ta.s* ,s/7g a6/e to accent ?f rt'g/?t away?

No. It took awhi!e, but once she got over the idea it wasn't her fauit. He didn't pian on 

being gay. He didn't open the window one day and announce to the worid, "I think I'!! go 
out and do something today. I'H just suck something that doesn't beiong to me!" [/aMgAs]

I admire Gary, who I refer to quite often as my son because he and I are so c!ose. And I 
am so proud o f him, so very proud o f  him, because ! remember the strugg)e in high 

school that he had over grades and cutting school. He went to Washoe High Schoo) and 

he graduated from W ashoe High and I'm so proud, because next year he's gonna graduate 
from the University o f Alabama.

R7?at'.s' AA /a.st naf??e?

Gary Miiks.

d/a^a/wa?

Yeah, A!abama. I toid 'im, "Be careful! There are people down there that are their own 

father!" But he's got a lover, and he and Keith iive down there and he's quite happy. He's 

got what ! wish I had in my lifetime, and that was courage. He's got a whoie iot. And ! 
admire his courage, his tenacity. He's very sensitive. He's my best friend, other than 'is 
mother. And I love them  both very much. And I hope that one day when my life is gone, 

that somehow, maybe they'll forgive me. They'!] understand.

Forg;ve yoMybr w/?at?

I don't know. For whatever.

BocAr to /Be ra<Bo.

So, anyway, I rem em ber it came up to the c!ose o f the '86 [baseba!!] season. Through 
a!! of this I had met Pete Rose and did an interview with Pete Rose. He was chasing Ty 

Cobb's record. Dwight Gooden had come o ff the mound for the Mets the previous year as 

a great winner o f many awards, and just a good kid from Tampa, Ftorida. Darryl
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Strawberry. A lotta guys. I met so many bat) p)ayers. Notan Ryan, was a great guy,
pitched for Houston.132

True story. The first game, we opened the '86 season in Houston. The Astrodome, 

against the Astros. 1'tt never forget. My first show that season, we opened at the 
Astrodome, t interviewed Yogi Berra. 133 t went out to second base and he had his hands 

in his pockets and what they catt Jm g/e D/??g/e 6at is where you hit grounders. Just 

keep swinging grounders so the guys can get in shape chasing grounders. He was out 
there with a dingie bat and he was hittin' grounders. And he put 'is bat down and put 'is 
hands in 'is pockets and )ooks up to the tight [/#Mg/?.s] and he starts this Yogi Berra 
philosophizing— and we were talkin' about the rug and the wrinkle in the room. The 

Astroturf at that time [/<2Mg/M] wrinkled! I mean, you could see this big wrinkle across the 
outfield! And we were talkin' about that and talkin' about the lights and everything. So I 
did my interview with Yogi Berra, and it was a great interview. We did twenty minutes 

together and we talked about baseball and the old days on the Yankees and his days of 
play and that sort o f thing. He had some great memories in sports and the Yogi tidbits. 
Then 1 went over to the dugout and Bobby Brenly was standing in the dugout and Bob 
says, "1 see ya talkin' to Yogi. You get 'im on your pre-game?"

I said, "Yeah." And 1 said, "We were talkin' about the lights." Some o f the lights were 
out in the ceiling. And 1 said to Bob Brenly, "Some of the lights were out. Yogi was 
pointing to the lights. And some o f the carpeting was ruined. You can see the big 

[wrinkle]."
So Bob Brenly, he leans across the rail and he's lookin' out over the field and he says, 

"Yeah! This is a real toilet! This is like tryin' to put a fuckin' earring on ap;g!" [/%Mg/?,sj
I'll never forget the night that a bunch o f the players ... . We were in Montreal, we were 

playin' the Expos, where everybody speaks French. I found a gay bar in Montreal, by the 

way. CoMp/e o f 'em. [/oMg/z.s] I'M never forget. I went to this bar on St. Catherine Avenue, 
which is the main street in Montreal, ju st down from La Center, the Sheraton La Center 
Hotel. Found this bar and I didn't know it was gay, straight or indifferent. They had 
brochures on a rack and they had pictures o f naked guys and stuff. So I went up to this 
one guy, he didn't speak any English, just French. The only thing the bartender 

understood was gay. "Yeah! Yeah!"
And f said, "Where?"
So he had to write down [the directions]. And hell, did f know? f wa/Aec/. ! must've 

walked six miles! But I did and I found it in Montreal. It was all right. Nobody spoke 

English but one guy from wherever, and he was a hustler and t wasn't interested. But,
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anyway. I just wanted to relax and have a couple o f drinks. And 1 did. And 1 just enjoyed 

listenin' to the music and watchin' the crowd. And that was all. So, 1 mean, you know ....

We went to a rib house in Montreal. It was a famous rib house where ball players hang 
out. So a bunch o f the guys all got together and said, "OK, Eddie, we're gonna go to 
dinner." Remind me to tell ya a story about Dan G ladden^^  in a bookstore in Chicago! 
[/<3Mg/?.sj I'll get killed for this!

Anyway, we went to the steak house and we all went out to dinner. About two at a time 
the ball players got up and left to go to the bathroom, but 1 noticed none of 'em came 
back. I got stuck with the bill! It was like three-hundred-and-some dollars! [/aMgAs] Shit! 
B ut! got my money back.

Dan G/a&fen.

Dan Gladden played the outfield for the Giants. And Danny Gladden was just a great 
guy. Anyway, Danny one night ... . They were still playin' day games at [Chicago's] 
Wrigley Field, the Cubbies, then. So we got in that afternoon and we had a day until the 
next day we would open up in Chicago, the Giants would open up in Chicago at Wrigley 
Field. "Hi, everybody, from Wrigley Field!" So, anyway, Dan calls my room, he says, 
"Hey, Eddie, come on, man! Shower, shave, get dressed, we'll go to dinner. We'll go up 

here to Harry's for dinner." That was a club and a restaurant up the street. It was on State 
Street. And State Street in Chicago is like Hell Street or Shit Street in Hawaii, in 
Honolulu. It's sort o f like the Tenderloin ... . Well, not as bad as the Tenderloin in San 
Francisco, but it's the bookstores, the peep shows. Everything.

Anyway, we're out carousing, we go to dinner, [Dan] says, "Ah, let's take a walk." We 
went one place to another, yaffa-yaffa-yatfa. Finally, we dropped into this bar and it was 

a gay bar. Neither one o f us had ever been there. I didn't know what it was. So Dan 
scooted over and kept getting closer to me, he says, "They got /ag.s in here!"

I said, "Everybody smokes."
He says, "7 a w l  fa/%w' a&oaf t/?af! All these Jesus!" And he turns around and

there's two guys kissin', he says "77o/y, s/al!"
1 said, "Danny, they won't bite ya."
He goes, "Well, I ain't gonna stick around to find out!" He puts 'is glass down, says, 

"Come on, let's get the hell outta here!"
So we get out and we're walkin' down State Street. We end up in this bookstore, 

[/aag/?.s] bookstore! And Dan's out there lookin' in the rack, he's lookin' in the

straight section at all the naked girls. He's lookin' at the videos and the magazines. Me,
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7'w back in the arcade! [/<7Mg/i.s] AH o f a sudden I hear aii this, "AH right, po/;ce! Up 
against the wait."

Holy, .s*/?/7! It's a bM.st! I come runnin' outta the booth, I charge out of the arcade,
and I go over and find Danny.

Danny says, "Jesus C7?rAY! We gotta get outta here. Can ya see the fuckin' papers 
tomorrow?!" [AvMgAs] G/anA F%ryer rw J m 7?a;W, or some .sA/f! He
says, "FM<?%!"

Man, I mean, we got outta there and the cops didn't even stop us. We got past the cops, 
we got past these plain-clothes vice squad— it was vice squad and badges up in the air, 1 

mean, .s/uY! Oh, man! I'm  ,sooo glad [we didn't get arrested]! I was eatin' popcorn, 

watchin' a movie, waitin' for intermission! Anyway ... . Dan and I, we didn't quit runnin'. 
We just started runnin'! We didn't stop. We kept runnin' down State Street till we got to a 

place called Sam's o f  Chicago, George's o f Chicago, somethin' like that, on State Street. 
Anyway, we ended up in this restaurant and he said, "Holy, Jc.sM.s! That was c/o.se!"

I said, "T ea/;... !"
He said, "Eddie, we'll never tell anybody!"
1 said, "No, not me, man. My lips are sealed."

"Man, Eddie," he says."Jesus, God H/wfg/zty! I can't believe this town!" Anyway, we 

get back to the hotel and he says, "I'm goin' upstairs. I'm gonna take a shower and lock 

the door!"

"Yeah, me too."

/a /afer years' yoMr ra<?/o .sAows* rea/(y were a  /VcY/orw /or yaar po//YA'.s*.

Yeah. They became.

UTier? <?/<7 t/?at /?appeM?

So in 1987, the next year, 1 found m yself on radio in San Francisco doing another 
sports show. This is when the politics started settling in. Because with a friend of mine 
named Bruce Macgowan,l35 who is now at KNBR, does a sports show in San 

Francisco— "KNBR 68!"— he and 1 got together to do a sports show.
Oh, but 1 gotta tell ya the year Z?e/bro that, Vida Blue^36 and Bruce Breslow and 1 had 

a sports show here in Reno on television, Channel 8. Vida and 1 became good friends. 
Vida I interviewed when he was in spring training when no one else would talk to 'im, he 

was cornin' out o f the drug rehab program and outta the drug trials and all that and Vida
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and I became good friends. We had so many )aughs. I cou)d teii ya funny things about 
Vida Biue. We had a iot o f good times. One o f the things ... . Danny Giadden's habit 
was— and then I'll finish this other story for ya— but Danny Giadden, he always caiied 

me in the winter time. Always called me, like New Year's Eve. I'd be ready for bed. I'm 
oM! My meds have kicked in, I'm ready for bed, r;'Mg-r/f?g-r/Mg!

"Hello?"

[whw;'cx a  JrMK%ef! x/Mf] "Hey, Eddie! It's Danny Gladden!"
"Oh, God, Danno, where are you?"

"I'm at Harrah's at South Shore [Lake Tahoe]. Can ya get me a room?" [/aMg/rs]
"Danny, it's fuckin' N ew  Year's Eve! You want a u*/?at?"
"I need a room!"

"Oh, man, you gotta be kidding!" So I got 'im a room in Carson City. "I said, "Danny, I 
got you a room in Carson. I can't get a room anywhere else."

We did things like bring the Giants up here. We brought some of the team members up 
to Reno. We had dinners, we had sports events, we had, you know, Player's Day out at 
one of the high schools. We nwo/ve<? the ball club and the players. That was a great part 

of my life. 1 enjoyed it, 1 loved it, I miss doing sports. And I'll yell ya, I'm tempted almost 
next year to do some sports again. So 1 have a friend in San Francisco keeps bugging me 

about doing Giants and [Oakland] A's baseball. And the company I work with now, they 
wanna carry the A's and carry the [Oakland] Raiders. They do a lot of the off-clubs. But, 

you know, they want me to do some travel and teams next year.
Anyway, in 1987 1 found m yself in San Francisco doing a sports show. The only thing 

... . I withdrew from sports par- but I would do the commentary on the show. But I 

would also at the same time, 1 would do some interviews. And my commentaries were 
hard-hitting. 1 came out ... . In San Francisco there was an Olympic controversy where if 
they'd've continued with the controversy as such, there was a fear that there was gonna be 
some backlash in the gay community in the city and that a lot o f gay people were at stake 

of getting beat up and robbed or even killed over this controversy.
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i-r: Bruce Macgowan [sports broadcaster] and Eddie Anderson, Pier 39, San Francisco, 
summer 1987

H%af was t/?c controversy?

I forget the great controversy. It was about the Olympics and whether or n o t ....

IF as it over t/?e gay O/ywp/cs?^37

Gay O)ympics and something else, I think.

?V?e rega/ar O(ynrptcs sacaf t/?e Gay O/ywpics over t/?e na/we.

7V?at was the controversy. I think that might have been what it was. But I got in the 
middie of it on my radio show. And then I interviewed Christian Haren, the Mariboro 

Man. One o f the many Mariboro men, by the way, who had AIDS, and he was a great 
friend. He's since died now, biess 'is heart. But he was a great friend of C. Everett Koop, 

who served as Surgeon Generai under Ronaid Reagan. And it was Christian Haren who 
got Koop to go to Reagan constantly to get 'im to face up to AIDS and to what was
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happening in the gay community. N ot ju st in San Francisco, but aii over the worid. And 
to get President Reagan to understand that AIDS is not like measles. It doesn't come and 

go. And it took him literally seven years to get Reagan to understand that the escalating 

figures o f people dying aooc//e.s.s/y, because o f his inability or his whatever it was that he 

didn't do. It was as if  he didn't care. And he thought perhaps, maybe it's a /?owo.sexMa/ 
disease. Well, it wasn't. W hen it hit Rock Hudson, it hit home. 138 And, finally, it got his 

attention. Unfortunately, it finally took one o f  his friends [and that] finally got him to 
realize that, "R%oo! W ait a minute. This is serious shit!"

"Yeah, pardner." [o!/'wA'.s ./o/?r? Ifoyae] "Well, 1 hate to tell ya, Pilgrim, but ... ." You 
know.

And Christian Haren was an eye-opener.

Well, 1 dared to take the sports show out o f the studio and into places Mn/?earaf of. Well, 
I'd take it to a place called Rimo's, it's a drag bar at Polk and Pine in San 
Francisco."We're gonna do a sports show. 'Hi, everybody, from Rimo's in San Francisco, 

Jo-Jo-Jo.' " And it was like, God, nobody could understand [it]. But we would go live 
out to the ballpark. A t the ball park, we'd have a live cut-in. Out in the ball park and 
Bruce Macgowan'd be out there in the press box and they'd be talkin' about baseball, 

"We're cornin' up to the top o f  the seventh, &?-&?-&?." He would tell me that and we'd 

talk about this and then we'd go back to the interview. O f course, we did that and we did 

other things. Sometimes we'd all get together if there wasn't a ball game. We'd all be in 
the same place together, a restaurant or studio or something.

IF/?ot .staffoM wo.s /AA?

REST. Believe it or not, we took the argument for gay rights, that you fathom the idea 

that AIDS is blind to lifestyle. And at REST, little did we know, until we got into it, it 
was predominantly a re/;'g/OM.s station! You can imagine sitting in the front room of 

Fundies Radio talking about gay rights! [/aMg/rs] And Bruce said to me, "Why are we 

doing this?"
I said, "Bruce, hold on! We're in for a ride! We're gonna make this one! We're gonna 

raise some whoopee here and take names!" And we did. Although he was straight and he 
spent more time body-surfing than payin' attention to the radio show, I took it purposely 
to gay bars, I took it purposely to talk to politicians about gay issues, about gay sports. I 

covered gay sports and the gay softball league in Castro. I mean, 1 did everything I could 

conceivable to bring gay into a radio station that until then was .so homophobic and 

probably to this day still is.
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R%y <A/yoM wan/ /o Jo  tAo/?

Man, you take the battle right to their home court. You never run from anything. And 

once I realized w hat this w as about and what it was for ... . Bruce said, "Man we gotta get 
outtathis!" 'Cause Bruce's pretty liberal.

I said, 'Wo. We're gonna stay here. W e're gonna ruffle some sheets. We're gonna get in 

bed with these Fundies." M y commentaries, man, were j u s t ... . I mean, I went right to the 

jugular about the Fundies and the Born-Agains and all the rest o f 'em and their biblical 

gymnastics with the truth and, "Flere's goM7* Jesus!" I said, "Flow can you sit here and 

have the audacity to talk  about love and inspiration and have your prayers and talk about 
crystal worship or w hatever it is that you Jo , when people are Jyorg!" We took the show 

one time to a c/*ocA /?OM.s*e in the Tenderloin! Guy sittin' there shootin' shit in his veins and 

we're doin' a radio show. Layin' in the corner. Honest to God! I said, "We're gonna take 
this thing to the filth o f  the city. We're gonna put the city in their eor!" And we did. We 

went to gay bars, we w ent to the hospice centers, we went to people dying of AIDS. Ryan 
White was probably one o f the highlights o f  my adventure in San Francisco. 139 Ryan 

White. Irsay,l4O who owned the [Baltimore] Colts, they had a benefit, they had done a 

bunch o f stuff with Ryan W hite. So anyway, somewhere in my radio career I interviewed 
Irsay and I told 'em about the interview 1 had with Ryan White briefly. Ryan ... . That was 

another choker. That brave little boy was so brave! He .... Yeah. 1 can't say enough about 

his courage and his ... .

/Vow /o7!g MO.s y-OMf ;J/(?rv/'gw w/'T '/'of?

It was about fifteen, twenty minutes.

D/'JyoM go on ,sz'/e 07* J/'J Ae co/we /o?

No. We did a phone hook-up. God, it was moving. He thanked me. He thanked me for 

caring. He said, "Eddie, I may never get to m eet you, but 1 thank you." Yeah.

,S'o w/?o/ J /J  Jze ou'7?e/*.s o / AC,ST T/JA o&OM? ev<?7yJ?/7!gyoM were Jo/og?

We left.
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FoM /e/t?

We left.

JM.st Me /t;nt? Or wo.s' tPê *e /ire  onJ Ariw.stone?

We left. See, we used to have to share advertising or revenue with them, and after 

awhiie, God, our sponsors were dropping o ff tike fiies. [/aMgPsj And it was ready tough. 1 
mean, when you could be the only leftist to the far right of the dial before you fall off the 
edge o f your radio! It's pretty tough to survive! Even in San Francisco, man! [P/MgPs] The 
gay community wanted to support us so bad, but it was the radio station.

"We'll help yoM," [the gay community said], "but we're not gonna give the money to the 
station." After awhile, I said, ".Screw it!"

HPut WAS* t/?e nowe o/yoMr ,s'/?ow?

.S^orA Peop/e. 1 think it was .Sports Peop/e. 1 think that's what we called it, yeah. .Sports 

People. At one point we went out to the Sunset District at a restaurant, PJ's Oyster Bed. 
Man, that was great food! You know, we were talking about AIDS Day at Candlestick. 

We talked about Gay Day at Candlestick. We were talking about those things. And 
before anybody ever said, "Let's hand out red ribbons at Candlestick and let's have Gay 
Day.", we were talking about that on that radio show. We were talkin' about those times. 
Bruce McGowan has probably files o f every show we ever did and he could pull out 
tapes and listen. We were talking then and addressing gay concerns. 'Course, the big 
thing in the '80s was the spread o f AIDS and what was goin' on. You know, I'd get a ball 

player on the air and ask 'im about gay ball players playin' baseball. "When will they be 
allowed to come out o f  the closet?" I asked, you know, guys like Harry Jupiter.44l I 

mean, these guys are journalists. They've been in the Bay Area covering Bay Area sports 

since God was a kid and built the Bay Bridge! They looked at me, like, Yeah.
You know, I can rem em ber Peter Ueberroth,442 when he was commissioner, and Bart 

Giamatti came in. 'Course, he died, but he's the guy who barred Pete Rose from 
baseball.443 j said, "This is Msane! This man is an a^/?o/e!" That's what 1 said! I said, 

"This man, somebody oughtta bar /?bw!" God, the poor bastard died and 1 felt so bad! 

[/at/gPs] Shit, you know, Pete Po.se! Come on, gpMTwe a  ZreoA!

Zote '<S'O.s', ?/?ep yoM /e/t PP.ST.
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So, anyw ay.1 left and came home and that's about the time that the gay rodeo thing was 

doin' its thing. And that's when I came home. I walked outta one hying pan right into 

another one! And that's when we got into the gay rodeo thing. I said, "Ah, waa!" That 
Faiion deal.

I had gone over to KOH. KOH hired me to do afternoons.

4w<:/ ATW /s- /M Aewo?

Yeah, KOH in Reno. So 1 was doin' an afternoon show in Reno. But ready, 1 was goin' 
after ah the .... The same tenure I did in San Francisco, h  was a iiberai show, and at the 

same time 1 was interviewing a lot o f politicians. And Question 7 was really prominent in 
those days. Question 7, the reproductive freedom thing for women.144 C/?o/ce. This was 

starting to come about. They hadn't quite launched the campaign until about 1990. It 
finally came to fruition about a yer and a ha lf later.

But 1 was angry. 1 was angry on that radio. I was so angry. 1 took my bitterness and my 

anger out on everybody.

M7?a/ were yoM angry aZ?oM/?

I was angry because Ronald Reagan was turning his back as more and more numbers 
increased on the death row for AIDS. More and more dollars were being cut out o f the 

funding for AIDS research. There were no dollars, hardly. It was a drop in the bucket for 
AIDS research, f mean, Mr. Reagan was absolutely just ... . And these people in Reno 

were sitting here groveling at his feet! Talk about hero worship! I'm goin', "Wait a 

minute! You want to adm ire a guy that allows people to die by the //?OM.san<is?"

And then we had apartheid in South Africa, that was still an issue. And we're talking 
about poverty, we're talkin' about sleeping and living on heating grates across this 

country? Bundled up in knapsacks and newspapers to keep warm and their belongings, 

they shuffle 'em all around in a grocery cart. 1 said, "There's something wrong in 

America! We're nearing the 21st century, we're still sitting here talking about apa?7/?e/<7! 

We're talking about desperation, we're talkin' about people that are dispossessed and 

despised for the color o f  their skin and their lifestyle. People without c%o/c<? or c/?awce!" 

This was disturbing and this made me angry, and when people'd call up and argue, I'd 

say, "God, hold it! (Fa/Z a  w/MMZe!" And it was like the only thing missing in my life was
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a cleric collar! [AwgAv] It was like brimstone and lire, man. You know, if 1'da had an 
altar and four candles, 1'da probably torched the place! [/<3Mg7i.s]

y<9M a  rM7?-;M iw 7997 ... .

1991! Finally, I got fired at KOH, they couldn't handle the heat anymore. And all the 
Right Wingers went, "Ahhh! Thank Cor7 he's gone!" Thirty days later I end up at KHIT 

Radio! "K-HIT Radio and Eddie Anderson in the afternoons."
"Hi, everybody, welcome! This is the people's radio network."

59&AH
Kick-off broadcast of Anderson's show on KHIT Reno, March 7, 1990 [1-r: Anderson; 
Moose Rosenfeld, KHIT General Manager]

?%e People's 7?a<7;o A Totw /d

[/aMg/?.s] Later on I'll tell ya about the time I did a radio show in California, Santa Cruz. 

"And from the People's Republic o f Santa Cruz, the Left Bank! Here we are, hi, 

everybody!"
But here we are, KHIT. 1 have Molly Y ardl45 on the show. She came to Reno, she 

came on my show, she came in the studio, and 1 was ever so pleased, and what a gracious 
lady. Just as gracious and what a beautiful person she is. And she was so sensitive. 1 was 
so taken back by her first remark. She said to me, she said, "Where are you from?"

And 1 told her.
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She says, "You can't be from here. They don't talk like that here! You /?nve to be from 

New York." And she said to me, she says, "W hat you're saying on the radio ... . " 'Cause 
she listened to me coming in, in Mylan Hawkins' car. 146 §he said, "What you're saying 

on the radio, in New York, it's just water o ff a duck's back."

I'll never forget. I looked at her, 1 said, "Well, you know, Molly, in Reno, foreskin and 
burnt toast upset these people!" 1 said, "You know, we're on Roman numeral time. You 
leave your chariot in the yard and you don't have a watch here. It doesn't count. Time 
stands still here, Molly. But in goar presence, o f course, we have to come contemporary. 
Right now! But some people out there have the inability to react to that, but we'll bring 

them in in this hour, kicking and dragging and screaming." And we did. We talked about 
women's reproductive freedom, and the a&saa/? on women. 1 said, "You know, what's 
really just absolutely am azing to me is that instead o f being single issue, you have certain 
segments o f the L e f t ... ."

And that's the problem with the Left. They're so busy being gay, so busy being 7?/acA:, 
so busy being yew?nA7, so busy being whatever it is, they get trapped in a box. They 
become single issue. They've got blinders on and they're narrow in their path. They get 
lost. They think theirs is the only [cause] that's out there. 1 said, "You know, you need a 

i?roa&r issue. It's like the tax base— more business, more economic growth, the broader 
the tax base. You need to widen your scope." And 1 said, "When women fail, gays fail. 
Homosexuals fail, Blacks fail, minorities fail. Native Americans. You're talking about 
women and workers and children, and children without families, children w?77? families 

and working families, the poor, the least of, the people on the ear/y bus!" [s/apy t/?e 7aMe] 
You know? 77?ai's' w hat's imperative. 77?at'x what's important we look at. 77?ai',s what we 
stay focused on. Change! It's called the ,S`ac?a/ Gaar<7. And we have to take it by the n?a.s, 

/?oM on, take it for ayhcA/ng r?77e! And you better hold on, because if ya buck once, you'll 

fall off. And we may not stop. 77? <? train  wag not con?c ii?A wag again!
But [Molly Yard and 1] spent a great afternoon. And then it was that night at the 

university, up at UNR, that I wanted to attend the rally and her speech, and as we were 
going in, Bobbie Bel! 147 and a couple o f us, I looked over and this guy approached 
Molly Yard. I dropped what 1 was doing and jum ped this guy. This guy, all he had was a 

bunch o f rotten eggs on 'im. He was gonna throw eggs at 'er.
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1-r: activist/feminist Mo!iy Yard with Anderson, ca. December 14, 1990 [an audio tape of 
this interview is inciuded in the Eddie Anderson Collection at the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas Speciai Collections Department]

H7?o wa.s* /?e?

Some guy was gonna assautt Molly, was gonna throw eggs. But [ saw 'im go in 'is 
jacket and he was running toward her. W eil, I jumped, and grabbed this guy and tackied 

'im and got 'im on the Boor, t thought he had a gun. [/aMgV?,s] And ali it was, he had a coat 

fuH of rotten eggs. But, anyway.
The thing with KOH, I gotta tei) ya. KOH. My)an Hawkins, who headed the Question 7 

campaign for women's freedom, was on my show severai times. She cou)d teii ya the 

story about this. One day we had from the consutate, the consu) from South Africa on the 
show, in person, in Reno. He came out to KOH studio, sat right tike you and me, and we 
talked about apartheid through the whole thing, yaiia-yaiia-yaiia. It was like 1 had a guy 

that was on the show from Chile and we talked about the Chilean movement that 
dehumanized, and how we can find three bad grapes on a Chilean freighter, but we can't 

stop the flow o f drugs at the port.
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But, anyway, here's the guy from South Africa. The next day t got an invitation to have 
iunch with him, the consu! from South Africa, from the consulate generai's office. He 
invited me to iunch at Harrah's at the Prospector's Ciub in Reno. Now, the Prospector's 
Ciub in Reno at that tim e was for men, i beiieve, and yfiyow in thought cw/y. Because no 
women were aiiowed, no homosexuais, obviousiy, and no peopie o f coior. But it was wen 
cn/y. I believe it was ff7?;'/e men only. So I told the kind gentleman from South Africa, "1 
appreciate your invitation." Sam Belford, local lawyer, was in on it. 148 Sam'H tell ya. 
'Cause I told the guy! [faMg%g] Sam got on the phone and called me. "You can't say that 
to the guy."

I said, "The hell 1 can't!" W hat I'd told 'im was, "Pardon me, Consulate General, but if 
you want me to go to lunch with you, why don't you get in a cab and come out South 
Virginia [Street] and I'll m eet ya at a place called Lyons? It's a coffee shop." Needless to 
say, he didn't show up! I said, "I'm not gonna have lunch with you. I'm gonna have lunch 
with a guy that represents apartheid government, injustice for folks because of color in 
South Africa, go and have lunch at a place that has a policy reminiscent of South 
Africa?" I said, "? t%b?A: go! You wanna have lunch with me, and if it's on your bill, 
pardon me, sir, but we can have lunch at wy house. It's called Lyons' Restaurant. Meet 
there, I'll be there at noon." The guy never showed up!

ToM o/.so /?oJ a?? mc;Wenf w///? o ootof/'OM.s pro-Zf/c acf/v;'gfg up /?ere.

You know about that too?

7e/Z Mg o&oMt ft!

Sister Mary Fetus! [/aMg7;g] His name was Andy "Pro-Life" Anderson.149 A'o re/oPo??, 
P*Mg? we! I got off on this tangent— and I would interview, by the way, book authors and 
that sort o f thing and I was really on this reproductive freedom thing. And 1 was really 
trying to get through the idea o f going underground and helping with RU-486 and that 
sort of thing.150 I said, "God, I'll drive the train if 1 have to! We're gonna get 
underground if we have to." ^4gaw! As they once did. So, anyway, one day we were 
talking about fetuses and reproductive freedom and 1 also had indicated, 1 said, "You 
know? These are the same religious people that have an agenda. These are the same 
people that pay worship to a god who Afwgey bathed naked in the River Jordan and ran 
around naked in the R iver Jordan and spent the next thirty years with the same guys! All
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atone for thirty years w ith wen! Getting naked in the River Jordan. I'm sure they piayed 
grab-ass iike the rest o f  us!"

Man, next thing I know , here comes [Pro-Life Andy Anderson], "/Ipo/og;'ze to wy 

J&SM,s!" He come barreiin' through the radio station, he kicks the chair out from under me, 

he's got around my throat choking me.
'Mpo/og;*ze to wy ./e.so.s ! To/ogtze to wy JexMs!"
[?3MgJM] WeH, "I'm sorry." You know. [/oMg/?.s] By this time the staff of the radio 

station had come through the door and got 'im off o f me. And, yeah, I pressed charges. 
We went to court. But the irony was, I was bigger than him because I toid 'im right in 

court, "Andy, I've forgiven you a long time ago. But you must understand there are those 

out there whose voices are different than yours. They're out there." Yeah. Re didn't know 

it, but tittle did he know, but he absotutety did me a favor. White trying to destroy me he 
did me a favor. I m ean, m y radio thing ju st took o ff and went through the roo/! KHIT 
ended up setting, or it w ent bankrupt or betty-up or something. Anyway, it did itsetf in. It 

swaHowed anthrax, I think! [/3Mg/?s] Anyway, I ended up in New York at the American 
Radio Network, ended up on a show and had a great time. And it was tater on that! came 
back to Reno. Actuatty, I got homesick. I may tong for the big city, but man! that's a 

temme tetl ya. I had thought, You know, I reatty wanna go back to Reno and I 

wanna settte down. So I got together w ith Dorothy North. We attempted a show together, 

but they wanted us in the can, not tive and I ju st coutdn't deat with that. Dorothy North in 

Eiko?

i-r: Eddie Anderson; Congressman Richard Gephardt [D MO]; Dorothy North,
Washington, DC, 1995
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t-r: Dorothy North; Senator Tom Daschle [D-SD]; Eddie Anderson, Washington, DC, 1995

W*7?<rv/

It was KRNV, [television] channel 4. It was actually their radio affiliate here in Reno at 

the time. Anyway, we had gone to W ashington and we went to the White House and this 
was my second or third trip back to W ashington and back to the White House. I took her 

with me on this trip and introduced her to folks like Richard Strauss, who was my good 
friend in W ashington. We had a great time. We went out to Mr. M's in Georgetown for 

dinner and met a lot o f  congress people up on Capitol Hill and senators. And Harry Reid 

was so gracious. As well as Barbara Vucanovich. She was very gracious. Yeah. And it 

was quite exciting.
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Eddie at the White House, 1995

Then Steve C)oobeck and I tried to put a radio program together, but we couldn't get 
enough sponsors. KLAV in Las Vegas was different back then. It [wasn't] what it is now. 
Back then it had a couple o f folks running the station that owned it that just weren't really 
up to par. We lost our show 'cause we couldn't keep the funding up. And one of the things 
was they wanted us to charge .... If  you were running for office, they wanted us to charge 

you a hunnered dollars to appear on our program! We thought that was awfully unfair, 
Steve Cloobeck and 1 did. We thought that was awfully unfair. Democracy doesn't work 
that way. Democracy is a free channel and everyone should have access to the airwaves 
and that's what we were thinking. IFb, after all, paid for the time. We owned the time [so] 
the sponsorship was ours. We didn't need their approval or [to make] them cough up a 
hundred dollars. We even complained to the FCC— FCC agreed with us! But now those 
people who had that station are no longer there, KLAV is now under new ownership and 
management and it's doing other things and whatever. And I personally have friends who 

/  work for now in my company, I wish the hell they'd put the money together and 

KLAV. That'd be a great little station.
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Kick-off broadcast of .S^aA OM?Â WM/a, Monday, August 29,1994, KLAV 1230 AM [Las 
Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State Assembiyman [Dem.[; David 

Wiiheim, Democratic National Committee Chairperson; Stephen Cioobeck, co-host;
unidentified technician)]

Row /oMg 6M goo /?ove yoor KZv4 F .s/?ow in Fegn.s?

That was about m y second or third attem pt with KLAV and we just couldn't make it. 

'Cause the station was crazy in its programming. It was funny, because I ended up ... . 
Another affiliate o f KLAV at that time was in Santa Cruz. 1 forget the name of station. It 

was something like K N RY  out o f Cannery Row. And it was interesting because it was in 
a little whore house. It was upstairs in an old converted cat house and believe it or not, 
the building was once owned by Bing Crosby. Now, whether he was a whore master or 

not, I don't know. That's the story. And that's when I did the show, "Hello, everybody, 
from the Left Bank [of] the People's Republic o f Santa Cruz. Another fine afternoon to 

yoM!" And I'd tell 'em to "Hang onto yer ass, we're in for another ride!" And 1 interviewed 
people, you know, like Barney Frank and Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and we 
got a lot o f politicians on the phone.151

And, you know, it was during my sports days, too, I might add, it was when we ended 
up in New York that I ended up with Bryant Gumbel.152 People said to me, "You can't 

go get Bryant Gumbel." The hell you can't! You can get anybody you want, trust me!
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They crap and put their shoes on ju st iike you do. They get dressed just iike we do. 

They're no different. They m ay drive a better car than we do and get around a iittie 

quicker than we do and have better access to things than we do, but they're /M.s/ //Are M,s.

//?e /<26/e] W hen they die, they're goin' outta here just iike we are: bare-assed 

naked! Yeah. But you can get to those people. I was determined a iong time ago, you can 

get those people. You can interview 'em. 1 used to be intimidated. That first time 1 shook 
with that microphone w ith Joe DiM aggio, 1 said, "I'll never shake again! Except from 

apoplexy and A lzheim er's." And I'm gettin' there. I'm almost there, though.

H%ew 6/i<fyoM ge/ OM/ q/yoMr own rar/Zo .s/?ow.s?

1 had a heart attack.

U7?en wa,s* /An/?

About three years ago. I had a m ajor stroke and 1 lost feeling and use of my left side. 

My whole left side, f was on the phone and my mouth dropped. In fact, 1 was on the 

phone with the W hite House. On my phone at home with the White House with Richard 

Strauss when all o f  a sudden 1 started garbling my words and my mouth dropped and the 
whole left side o f my head, my face, dropped. And that night, all of a sudden, 1 got the 

craziest chest pain. I thought 1 was dyin'. I thought, " 77?/,s- A //!" 1 was headin' for the 

priest. I was. I was ready, you know. "Bring in the make-up and bring on the last rites. 
This is it." You know. You talk about a flashback. Your life goes sAooo! right before you. 

And 1 went to the VA Hospital here in Reno, the Veterans Administration, and they saved 
my life. 1 remember laying on that gurney and begging 'em, "Don't let me die." And they 

didn't. 7V?n/ and a w hole lotta will. I still have a little result o f the stroke today. But I /n/A 
today, whereas it w a s n 't ... . It wasn't too long ago that I had a tough time trying to talk. I 

had a tough time walking and adjusting. But I was determined that I was gonna do it and 

I think a lot o f that had to do . . . .  I f  my grandmother was here, she wouldn't let me lay 
down. So I thought, "My luck, she'll come back and kick my ass!" So I thought, "I better 

get up and get outta here and get on with my life."
I met a friend, Tom Huth and Cal Hunter. You'll love this story. This is true, as they all 

are, but this one really comes home. Tom Huth is a Lutheran. He's a closet liberal, he's 
very pro-choice, but he's very conservative and loves the hell out of Rush Limbaugh.153 
And he likes to carry Laura Schlessinger.154 Cal Hunter is a Mormon. He's very active 

in the LDS Church in Northern California. I don't know how many kids he's got. But he's
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probably one o f  the m ost ... . Believe it or not, he's a very sensitive and geMM?'ne human 

being. To me, he is. He believes in his faith. It's deep-seated. 1 gotta tell ya, I've never 

brought up gay rights to him . But he has instructed me that we Jo n 't discuss gays.

And I said, "Well, that's interesting. I talked to Richard Nixon about them and /?e wasn't 
so adamant."

He says, "Well, don't get me started on this m arriage stuff!"

So, sometimes, the best part o f  valor is to shut thy mouth, and I did.

[Huth and Hunter] ow n a series o f  radio stations in Northern California and they're in 

the process now o f procuring a station in this area, up at Lake Tahoe, in fact, KTHO 590. 

And they've asked me to be the general m anager and run the station for them. At the 

same time, Cal Hunter, the M orm on, and I are gonna to do a morning show, six to ten, 

Monday through Friday. A talk show. This is gonna make an interesting mix. But I gotta 

tell ya, I'm looking forw ard to it, because while I'm not going to compromise or concede 

my position on anything, I'm gonna back up a little bit. I'm not going to endorse anything 

that 1 don't agree with or like, but I'm not gonna attack anything, either. I'm at a place 

where I got a lot o f fight left in me, but I'd like to keep my job. And if that's compromise, 

then let it be, because I need to live. And if  that means not discussing gay rights, then I 

won't. But I'm not gonna allow anyone to get on the air and trample homosexuals without 

a fight. 1 promise you that. I will say, "Hold it. They have a right to privacy, they have a 

right to be left alone. They have a right to live out their lives how they wish. After all, 

this is America. W hether you condone it or not, this is the reality. Next call."

ITAr/t AfnJ o / .sAow Joe,s*. . . .

Well, it's gonna be a talk  show so you can imagine it's gonna have a conservative bent. 

It's gonna be political new s and sports, that sort o f thing. It's gonna be a whole lot of 

upbeat, really, for the most part ... . It's gonna be entertainment, it's gonna have 
Hollywood feature in it. The best movie o f  the week, the book o f the week, &r-A?-<V<3-<%3- 

Ja. In fact, right now, we're lining up guests. If  we could get KTHO up and going, we 
have tentatively set up George [W.] Bush for an appearance on the program. We're still 

waiting to hear what A1 Gore's gonna do. And with simulcast on all the stations, the 

entire network chain o f  stations. But it's gonna be a show ... . Even Cal said if 

Republicans are outta line, he's gonna call 'em. So, you know, he knows where I'm 

standing and where I'm from and where I'm at, but he's willing ... . Yeah. So, you know, 
it's not a question o f  me giving in and dropping out, it's just a question of me saying, you 

know, "This is business. And I understand."
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Let me say som ething about the Laura Schiessinger thing. I think it's despicable, the 

things she's said. I'm k inda caught in the m iddle in a situation, I gotta tell ya. If 1 carried 

Dr. Laura Schiessinger and I had a thirteen share in the market, 1 would find it despicable 

what she said. But K RN V , in com ing to the defense o f an affiliate ... . Lemme explain 
this now, this business. It's to these people. That's their bottom line. They don't

care what's said as long as it's revenue and numbers. And that's what they're coming 

from. My suggestion to  the gay com m unity w as this: all you have to do— God almighty, 
p/e(Me, understand this— and I gave you an article, remember the long sheet o f newspaper 

article from San Francisco? that. The gay community again ... . Number one, you 

gotta deal with it. How ya  deal with it is, you go c//cAf It's called change the channel. If 

you want to put yoMr point o f  view  on, you want yoMr side heard, or "We want our 
presentation out there." Then get our owf? show. Get our own radio station. Buy our ow?? 

television station and do all the program m ing we want. This is RweRco! And it's feasible 
and it's possible.

Row Jo yoM /oc/ aJoMt J?e on /?or .sponsors J?nt coo?c.s /ro/n
StopDrLaura.com?l55

I've gotta tell ya, I've had it done to me and I didn't like it. And 1 gotta tell ya, 1 don't 
think it's fair— but that's war. So I can accept that. I can accept that that's war and that's 

part of the program. If you're gonna shoot your mouth off and call people decadent, you 
can expect a whole lot o f  backlash and they're gonna get on the phone and they're gonna 
call your sponsors and a lot o f  people are gonna walk. And that's the result of your 

actions. So you gotta understand when you shoot your mouth off you gotta be careful. 
She, this week, has apologized. She has apologized. It was on the news night before last. 

She's apologized to the gay comm unity for all o f her [negative] references and all this 'n' 

that. 1 think she's doing it because she's lost a lot o f revenue. She's lost a w/?o/e lot.

J n J  CanaJn. .SV?e 'x /o.s/ CawaJ#.

Yeah. But I tell the gay comm unity she's bigger than all o f us. me! When it gets 

down to network, she's gonna keep hers, and we're gonna lose ours. And the only way to 
maintain a level playing Held— buy your own. I'm ya. 77?<3t's' how you win! 1 don't 

know how to get any clearer without getting in a fight with the gay community because 1 
don't want to do that because I understand and 1 agree with them wAo/e/?c<rvr/eJ/y! While 

at the same time 1 understand what the TV station's position is. I understand because I'm
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in this business. The w om an has apologized. Now, whether the gay community wants to 
step forward and accept that or not, that's up to them, I'm saying she's not gonna do 

anymore. I'M take her a t her word. There's no more y#A, no more this, no more that. She's 

apologized, /wove ow! 1 suggest the gay comm unity, if  you're so adamant and so u p se t... . 
You know, for years I had a program  and the gay community— for that matter, a whole 
lotta folks on the Left— never supported me.

H7/y?

And 1 was the only one out there talkin' for them. Now, you tell me. Honest to God. 1 
even had a meeting in Las Vegas, a young kid named Tyrone that had the business ....

7yrowc Y/w;?//.156

Tyrone Smith. Yeah. N ice kid, nice guy. B ut Ty was a great help to me. He was a great 

help. In fact, you know, was a great help. Rob Schlegel. I'm probably the only
guy besides his m other w ho can call 'im Robbie and get away with it. [/awgAs]

7%;s /s yowr ATH L ventwre?

Yeah, it was that.
And the other thing, too, it's like, Reno, it needs a good shake-up. 1 mean, God 

Almighty! To their standard, I was radical on the air. 1 could do the same thing in New 
Hampshire, Maine, M innesota, 1 could go to N ew  York, Chicago, and never hear another 
word. Ow(y in Reno! I'm telling you, burnt toast and foreskin! And if you ruffle the sheets 

too much, it upsets these folks. I gotta tell ya, 1 have since ... . 1 have the same
message. [But] a little different in delivery. T;7?/e different delivery. It's a little more civil. 
1 make room at the table now. I've kind o f  rounded off the edges [and] 1 let other people 
come on now. So now, I'll get you on one side and [Richard] Ziser on the other and we're 
gonna sit here and w e're gonna discuss this issue. We're gonna be sane and humane and 
we're gonna be very civil to each other and we're gonna talk about this marriage issue. 

"And we're gonna open up the lines, hear what the folks at home have to say or what 
questions they pose for the two o f  you. We'll do that when we come back in sixty 
seconds." [/aMg/?.s] That's what this program 's about. And be very challenging. It's like, 
you know, the good promo o f  a program  like that is, "We don't play soft hits. We don't 

/mve soft hits. And the only thing hard, are the questions." It's a little teaser, it's pushing
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the envelope. But that's about as testy as I get. But no longer do 1 call people names. But 1 
challenge them. "Hold it! You told me that homosexuals Jo-<7o-Ja-Ja-Jo, and yet I have 

here a Congressional vote that says you voted forty-two times in favor of." See? If you do 

your home work, you can have a show and you invite opposition. So .... 1 don't, 1 d o n 't... 
. ! . . . .  [powxex] N ext question.

%  %

7oJqy A S*o/MwJqy, /Vie /owAcew//: of October, ow<7 J?e /o.sY Joy /Ao/ 7'w go/wg to /:ove 

to ,spewJ w J/; EJJ/e ^wJersow Ae/ore 7 /;ove to /?eoJ t?ocA .soot/!. JAowg/? 7 expect t/?ot 

/?e7/ t?e Joww t/?ere ;w o /wow//? or .so, our? we cor? go or? w/J? t/?/.s.

Yeah.

Bnt w/?ot 7 wow/eJ to to/A oAoot to<7oy [t.s] two tAwg,s. 77?e /?r,st owe, 7 wow/eJ yow to /et 

we A:wow oAoMtyoor o.s,soc/ot/ow /w .Sow ErowcAco w;tt? 77o/*vey A7JA; ow<7 RowJy .S'A/Vt.s.

1 didn't have a long relationship with either gentleman. I'm living in Reno, they're in 
San Francisco, so anytime I saw them  it was as a result o f  my going to San Francisco and 
looking them up and getting together and discussing this or that, or having dinner or 

having a drink or whatever. And the encounters ! had were brief, and that's the 
relationship 1 had with them.

77ow co/we yow go/ ;w /owe/: w;Y/; /Ae/w? tFo,s /? /o Jo w;Y/; yo;;/* roJ;o wor%?

Starting with Harvey. I heard about Harvey through friends back in the early '70s. 
[Harvey] was this guy that came out from New York and he was into opera and soft 
music and Broadway hits! [/owg/?,s'] And he loved long staircases! [/oMg/?.s] 1 think that 
was the draw and attraction for city hall. But [my friend] said, "This guy is w;'/J! Eddie, 

this guy's like you. He's plugged in and he's constant energy. They say he's got a great 
career." And that tim e, gqy was still ... . It was still /?o/wo.sex;/o/. In the early times. But 
the vernacular overall.

So I said, "Well." Couple o f weeks later I ran into [my friend] and said, "Where's he 
at?"

"San Francisco."
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I said, "It's a big city. H ow  do ya see someone?"

He says, "The section o f  tow n [he's in is] the Castro. He's in the Castro."
"The Castro?"

"Yeah, it's a street."

"I said, "He hangs out on the street?"

"No," and he explains it to me.

And I said, "R7?o<3!" I'm  still m arried. So I'm takin' my days o ff and I'm going o ff to 

San Francisco to m eet Harvey M ilk. A nd that's what I did. On my days off. I wouid use 

my own weekends to  go to San Francisco and I would hang out in the city. Harvey wasn't 

the main attraction— w asn't the on/y attraction, rather— I mean, I enjoy San Francisco. It's 

a great piace. I love the city. As a rom anticist, it's ju st my kind o f town. For a HMW?6gr of 

reasons. So one day I w as in the city and I made it a point to go that weekend specifically 

to meet Harvey M ilk. I caught the subway and went out to Castro, got off at Castro and 

Market— big old green and white, ugly trains they had back then. But it was a ride and, 

anyway, I ended up in the Castro. I'm w ay out there the heli and gone, figured, "I'm 

gonna get tost if I don 't get outta here quick." And I found m yself in the heart o f Castro 

Street and men gvgfywAerg. There was a f)urry o f activity. To me, it was tike stepping 

into a magic kingdom . I said, "M y God, I'm reborn again!" No pun intended, no 

euphemism here intended. [JaMgAs] Yeah. A nd I did ask directions [to Harvey Mitk].

"Straight up Castro Street. Watk right up the hit) and he's on the next btock down. He's 

on Castro between 18th and 19th Street."

7/g U'O.S' <2 W<7.S'M ?  /?g?

Yeah. He had a cam era store. Castro Camera.

So t watk in— there's the ug)iest tookin' sofa in the window. The ptace was hideous! 

[/nMg/M] I thought, "God, no queen in their right mind iives here! Queens are g/gnw!" 

[/nMg/?.s] Not t/:A queen! And this guy with this nose and this tong hair cut— "//?'!" He 

introduced him setf as H arvey Mitk.
I said, "I'm Eddie Anderson. I heard a tot about you and 1 just came down and wanted 

to meet you."
He says, "Are you tiving in the city? In San Francisco?" 

t said, "No. I live in Reno."

There were a num ber o f  cam paigns and things he was discussing, that was happening. 

So he was putting together neighborhood associations at that time. In the earty years he 

was trying to put together neighborhood associations. I remember one of my visits to the
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city, he was at) excited because he got ait the union members together—the big whee)s, 
the presidents o f this, this, 'n' this. He got the union jacks together and he got 'em together 

in the back room o f  the cam era store for a meeting, it was MM/?eoraf of! Can you imagine 
these union ieaders that are so 6M?c% and /??ac/?o, ah o f a sudden there they are, in the 
back of a camera store in the heart o f  Gayviiie, USA, talking to the Number One Queen. 
[faMgAs] i can ju st imagine what was goin' through their minds.

But t woutd see H arvey on weekends on occasion, you know, dropping into the store. 

And when i did I couid address enveiopes for his campaign, i did whatever it was for that 
day that i needed to do or that i coM/J do. it was my participation. But i was just awe­
struck with the man's ability to get people interested and jacked up. The energy level was 
just phenomenal. Yeah, yeah. It was an absolute turn-on to me because that was my 
political crecf;cM. That was my orga-swr and that's the thing that got me off, and 1 thought, 
"Man!" I'm easy and simple. All it takes is a good conversation!

And that was my relationship with Harvey. We weren't close, we were never lovers, 1 
didn't know him as well as others did. 1 was like a fly in the pan, really, i would come in 
and out on weekends whenever 1 could get down there. It wasn't every weekend, but on 
occasion. But when 1 did get down, i would make it a point to see 'im.

1 happened to be in San Francisco at the VA hospital at Fort Miley the day that Mayor 
Moscone, George M oscone, and Harvey M ilk were shot. And 1 was getting a new 
prosthesis for my eye, 1 was getting a new left eye. I was staying with friends in Fremont, 
which is in East Bay, like, south o f  Oakland. It was the afternoon and 1 had finished my 
work at the VA. So 1 got in the car and I'm in the car and I'm pulling out of the parking 
lot and I'm driving tow ard the city and I'm driving into the city to get on that God-awful 
bridge that takes you to East Bay. God, I hate it! And 1 turned the radio on and there's this 
bulletin and all o f  this about the m ayor shot and about Harvey Milk shot. It was Mwea/. I 
immediately got o ff the street and found m yself heading toward the Castro. 1 had no idea 
how to ... . 1 rem ember getting confused. I couldn't take Market Street, forget it! It's 
traffic, it's over, that's a nightmare. I thought, "I've gotta go to Castro." And 1 remember 
pulling off some street, 1 think it m ight have been Van Ness. 1 just gave up trying to fight 
the traffic and 1 think I ju st jum ped on a bus. 1 grabbed a bus and went on to Castro. It 
was, like, the mood was e/ectric on that street. Someone had organized that night a 
candlelight march. It ... [paMseg] Yeah. I couldn't believe it. 1 couldn't believe. It was 
unreal. It was like a bad dream. It was unreal. It never /?r%%?ene .̂ Talk about denial. "No, 

they couldn't have done this." It was, like, first Jack Kennedy and then Robert Kennedy, 
then Martin Luther King, and now Harvey Milk. I remember slamming my fist on a 
building, it was like, "Who's next? Cesar Chavez? Why don't they shoot him, too?" You
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know, realty? 1 mean, "All our heroes are goin'. They're just s/?oo ^ o o  ^Aoo 
R?oo?/Hg o gMM], every one o f  'em." And it's a domino theory and everyone's falling down. 

It was so unreal. So, back to Fremont. 1 m anaged to get my car and 1 went back to 
Fremont that night.

The trial, the Dan W hite trial. That was the most dastardly thing.

77:e 7w/f?A;'e De/em e.

The 7wmA;'e De/e?tse! I mean, God! You got high on sugar! Come on! Gimme a break.

1 remember getting the jeans, the tennis shoes, the white t-shirt, and the leather jacket. 
That was standard uniform  o f  the day for anyone who was gay in those days.l$7 Man! 

Yeah. And 1 got dressed, then 1 was ready for bear. And went to the city and I got there 
just in time for all the rest o f the shit that happened.

fT/?o; /2<3ppeMeJ q/ter /Ae 7wwA/e De/e??.se .S'occee<?e<T?

The riots in San Francisco. They stormed City Hall. The gay community stormed City 

Hall and broke glass, broke windows, torched cop cars. 1 mean, just literally ... . 1 mean, 
it was over. And the cops were so mad. This drug out. This is over a course o f days. This 
whole thing just ignited. 1 rem em ber being in that massive crowd, a spot in history with 
the rage outside City Hall with the clenched fists, yelling and ranting and raving and 
screaming and hollering. I rem ember being part o f that. I remember being in the Elephant 
Walk [bar] when the cops came down the street with their sticks up against the pavement 
and they took their badges o ff and stuck 'em in their pocket so we couldn't identify them 
with the number.

R7?ere wa.y fAe E/epAcw/ ITo/A?

The Elephant W alk was at 18th and Castro. Right on the corner. They chased 
everybody into the ... . Everybody scattered.

Row ?w<2My co/M were ?Aere?

(%! I dunno. I dunno. I wanna say a but that doesn't count. [/oMg/?.s] Massive
numbers. They were there. They wanted a reaction from us and they wanted retribution 
for what we did at City Flail. And they wanted to get us. They got a lot o f us. 1 don't
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know how many o f  us. A heU o f a tot o f  us. Wayne Friday, who is a coiumnist for the 

R4f?—Nay^frca T?epo7Ter— he was one o f 'em , 1 think, stuck in the E)ephant Watk. Yeah.

H7?nt J/N //?o ooy?.s r?o q/?OA* /??cy AaJ a // q/yoM cornoreJ m t/:at

The thing broke up, they  ended up leaving. Obviously, we didn't all go to jail. We came 
outta there, we were bloodied up pretty good. The Castro didn't go to sleep. It was several 

days before the Castro w ent to sleep. M yself, 1 remember 1 ran into some guy, he was a 
very nice guy, 1 don't rem em ber his name. He took me to his place. There was no sex or 
anything. This was not about that. It was a place o f refuge for me. He said, "Come on." 
He says, "You're pretty bad. Go to my place, get yourself cleaned up. You're welcome to 
stay if you want."

So we sat up all night drinking coffee.

Here yon oc?Mo//y Aeoton a//?

Yeah. Yeah.

H%o yon qp?

The cops.

Now?

With their clubs, their fists. You have to imagine the Elephant Walk, all these bodies 
crammed in there and swinging. This was the most horrible thing I've ever gone through 
in my life. You w alk away from that. Those are scars that stay with you forever. They're 
there forever. Today, maybe, that's why 1 have a Jeep resentment and a Jeep distrust of 
law enforcement. That's not to say all cops are bad. But you give me ten, and I'll give you 
eight of 'em that aren't worth a shit. 1 wouldn't give you two dimes and quarter for [any] 
of 'em. You give me a hunnered, and I'll give ya two that are good. That's my onion. 
That's how 1 feel about it. I think cops are corrupt. That's another day and another subject. 
But 1 think that's ju st me. The only cop[s] that 1 ever came around to trusting after all 
those years was Dick Kirkland and Jim W e sto n ^ 8  in Reno. 1 would never trust a Sparks 

cop. There's no way I w ould ever trust a Sparks cop. And I don't think 1 would probably
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trust this )ate stage in life that I w ouid have much trust for the Las Vegas Metro, either! 
[/%Mg/?s]

let's* not go ?/tere!

[/oMg/?.s] Let'.s* wofgo /Acre! [ZoMgAs] /Le//o, Mary! [/oMg/?,s]

Yeah. That's when the cause comes down to your ass, man. You grab yer ba)!s and run, 
or you grab yer nuts and stand and fight.

Dt J  yoM love o c lo o ce  to tlro w  pMt?cle.s loc%?

Yeah. You throw some punches ... . Yeah, 1 did. 1 soon realized, iike a iot of others in 
the [Elephant W alk], if  you can find a door, ge? oo?! And we did. That was the saving 
grace. Them sonsabitches w oulda M /e J  us. And 1 don't think anyone would've cared the 
difference. You know. I rem em ber people going to the Special, right on Castro. And a 
place called the Pendulum, and it's on 18th Street, around the corner off o f Castro. It's 
across the street from Badlands, now. And the Elephant Walk on the comer. And today, 

now, [the Pendulum] is predom inantly a Black bar predominantly Black. Lot of White 
people go in there, too. I've gone in there many times. But, anyway, whether it's Black or 
White, that was one o f  the few  gay bars at the time that was open. That, and the Elephant 
Walk and the Special. Those were terrifying times. My regret is, 1 wish, that, had it been 
a little different for me in my own personal life, 1 would've probably stayed in San 
Francisco. 1'da stayed and hung around for more o f the fight. But 1 didn't. 1 came home to 
Reno and went on about my life and my business. But 1 always remember that experience 
and always carry it right up here [tops* A A leod]. I'm proud of the fact that 1 was there, 
you know. I didn't know  a lot o f  people then in San Francisco as 1 probably do today. 
Some folks who later surfaced, names came out that 1 didn't know. Our paths didn't cross. 
If they did, 1 didn't know  it. I've never met Cleve Jones, but I've heard so much about 'im 
in the Names Project.159 1 have a great deal o f respect and admiration for Jones. I think 

that Cleve has done a rem arkable thing and it took a lot courage for 'im to do what he did 
with the Names Project.

Owe person t lo ty o o  d tJ  wee? w/?ow gott've .spoleo p/yiow ?t'we to ft'we wo.s J?uw/y 57?t/A.

Randy Shilts. I m et Randy mostly when 1 was in radio. My brief encounters with 
Randy, most o f our conversations were by phone. There were a few times, a couple
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times, or a few times, w hen I w ould go to  San Francisco and get together with Randy. 
Maybe we'd have iunch or maybe we'd have dinner. And that was the reiationship 1 had 
with Randy Shi!ts.

For ;/?c tope, axp/mf? wFo F<rr/?<fy ,SF//t.s* wo.s*.

Randy Shiits was a coium nist for the [\S'oo FroocAco] CAroo/c/e. Fie wrote a book, 
t/?e Fa/r<f F/qyer/ On. It was all about the AIDS epidemic during the '80s. And NBC— I 
think it was NBC that was going to try to put together a movie, zln<f t/?e Fane? F/qyer/ On, 

as a tribute to Randy's work. It never happened. The last conversation 1 had with Randy, 
in fact, before he died w as that NBC, I guess, had dropped the ball. Somehow or another, 
NBC didn't carry through.

Bn? ;f did got r/one.160

Somebody did pick it up. One o f  the networks did make it a movie. But 1 never saw the 
movie. 1 never saw the movie. I have the book at home, but 1 don't have the movie. And 1 

just had those brief encounters with Randy Shiits. It was pretty much like on the issue of 
the day when we w ould talk. And we would talk about what was going on in the gay 
community and this 'n' that, what bill and what legislature and what senator, what 
congressman, what was goin' on. The AIDS thing was a lot o f his conversation. The thing 
with Reagan. When Reagan failed to recognize the spread o f AIDS ... . 1 mean, this 
upset Randy Shiits. The fact that we had an administration that turned its back only 
because they were so hom ophobic because they didn't wa?A to realize. As far as they were 
concerned, it was a <7Meer disease. W ell, I'm sorry folks, but it's not. AIDS is attracting a 
whole lot of customers. That was the thing. So, I mean, that was basically my relationship 
with Randy Shiits. It was on that level. 1 guess journalist to journalist, if you want to call 

it that. Yeah.
And the thing with Flarvey was, you know, I would see 'im occasionally on weekends 

when I got to the city. I always m ade it a point to try and get to San Francisco as often as 
possible. And I regretted never really m oving down there at that time and getting in on 
the whole nine yards. 'Cause I would've enjoyed it. That was my forte.

FoM /?a<f to/<f ear/;gr #&oMf f/?e H/gAtpoMyb:v/7<f F<rv??<fy ,S7:/VA <Fe<F
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WeH, the Oregon C itizens A lliance were doing their shenanigans in Nevada and we had 
organized the CFL, the Cam paign for Liberty, had put together a meeting in Las Vegas. 

We were going to try  to bring a m eeting to Reno. Well, they brought their meeting to 
Reno and they had it at UNR, at the University o f  Nevada, Reno, in the Business College. 

So, anyway, 1 was sitting there waiting for the meeting to start and someone from the 
[Ref?o] GazeAe-Jowwa/, one o f  the staff writers who was covering the event, it was a 
woman, and she came up to me and she said, "You're Eddie Anderson?"

1 said, "Yeah."

She says, "Have you heard? Tell me about Randy Shilts." She hadn't quite said he died 
yet.

1 said, "Well, Randy's a great guy. He's written a book." I thought she was asking a 
question o f interest.

And she said, "No. H ave you heard?" And then she told me that Randy died. That was a 

little tough, you know. In the short, brief tim e 1 had come to know Randy Shilts, 1 saw a 
man who ... . He was no different than any other gay person 1 had ever met in my life. Or 

any other person 1 had ever met who was committed to a struggle, committed to a cause, 
or committed to a thought who dare had the audacity to turn back a clock and say, "Vo 

wore! No more discrim ination, no more hatred, no more bigotry, and no more allowable 
ignorance." So when 1 saw Randy and w henever 1 spoke with him, that's what I felt. 1 had 
great regard for Randy. 1 thought he had done some good things in his life. It's 
unfortunate, a lot o f  his writing, but, yet, maybe it was the truth what he wrote. Because 
the gay community in San Francisco was sort o f put out by some of the stuff he wrote in 
his book, /tH6? t/:e B an J  lYnye<V On. W hich [controversy] 1 never really understood 
because 1 was not in the middle o f the AIDS controversy. He understood that fight better 
than 1 did. But 1 know he loved 'is dog. He loved to talk about 'is dog. Yeah, he loved his 

dog.
But, you know, one thing I remember, the thing that sticks in my mind to this day and I 

repeat it so often in various campaigns and various things that we end up doing, the thing 
that Harvey said to me one day [during] one o f my visits to the camera store, one o f his 
favorite sayings was about politicians. He says, "It's not the system that's screwed up. It's 
them fuckin' people! T/A ?Ae jpeop/e! The people leading us." [/aMg/?^] And that's what he 
told me in reference about strategy. He says, "You know, you gotta always be ahead of 
these people. You gotta be five steps ahead o f 'em. The bastards'll get ya!" And then he 

was doing this flare thing and it was sort o f like, you know, how he talked. It was this 
way. [//are.s A A #r??M OMt]
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And all o f a sudden, it sort o f  daw ned on me. I said, "Wait a minute. This is tike 
strategy and theater."

[Harvey said], "To g o t ;f!"

So t always rem em ber that. Strategy and theater.

7%af # gM/c/iog prm c;p/e ....

For we.

... in your po/;'?ico/ activities.

Strategy and theater. Strategize the shit outta it. Always be a block ahead o f the 
bastards. And then get the m edia to back you up. The flair and the theater gives you the 
credibility. If you're a fluke, they won't show up at your press conference. If you have no 
credibility and you're ju s t a gadfly, they're not gonna be there. But if you're really sincere 
in your person, with som e real interest in this issue, they'll show up and they'll give you 
what you need. You need the, quote, PR. And that's what you need. And that's' what the 
gay community needs. One o f  the things, the unfortunate things, the community doesn't 

have—and maybe Ben Felix here will do that— and that is to put together a speakers 
bureau. You know? The speakers bureau has to be someone who's well informed of all 
the issues and everything that encompasses, quote, gqy /t/c. Someone to go out to [speak] 
at fairs about why gays are into color and fashion and all o f  this. And what does this all 
mean? I'm being serious. If  you w ant color and you wanna design your home, you wanna 
paint your car, you w ant to get a m atching shirt with matching socks, ask a gay person. 
They'll tell ya what colors to use. God knows, a straight person ain't got a clue, ??ca/(y!

Lemme get serious. I f  you have a speakers bureau, you have someone, whether they're 
talking of the flair for fashion in the gay community, a flair for color, and what makes 
gay people so imaginative because they're creative people and they have soa/. They're 
different than anybody else. Toa 6 e ty o w  we w e! Because we have sea/. There's a 
great line in the m ovie, D ow g 77???e On Mop/e [Drive],161 where the guy hid from his 

family that he was gay and this 'n' that. He tells his best friend he's gay and his friend 
laughs and says, "Does this mean now we have to listen to show tunes? Broadway hits on 
the car radio? Ao!"

But that's a comm on interest to the gay community. But 1 think a speakers bureau 
dealing with real issues and real hum an beings. And going to places like the Lions Club 
and venturing forth at the Lions Club, the Republicans Club, the Democratic Club, t/iA
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club, t/?at club, w/?a/cver! Go there. A nd when you go, don't take your hat in your hand 

and don't be a victim . You're not there for anything. You're there to educate. Don't expect 
anything out o f it. That's w hat ya gotta go there and do.

"Hi." [m/m/cx .y/?n%P?g /?af?<A] "My name is Eddie Anderson. Today we're gonna taik 
about Question N um ber 2." You know. And iay it alt out, pro and con. But don't beat 'em 

over the head, don't go in as a victim . Say, "I understand to begin with, before I give you 
our position this, )et me teii ya this. I feet a great sense o f urgency in this matter because 
it is, perhaps, a rehgious issue. And in due respect to peopie o f  reiigiosity, they have a 
piace at the tabic." i f  you move that conversation, if  you paint that canvas to where they 

understand it, and they can took at it and they can touch it and they can identify with it, 

then you have them. Y ou have got them  w ithin your grasp. Then you open it up and then 
you tei) them the reasons Prop 2 is so bad and why it's gonna cause this, this, or this. You 
can't go in and teii 'em they're all a bunch o f hatefui bigots, the peopie behind it. You 
have iost your audience. They're bored, they're gonna go for coffee. 7'r:?.s/ me. And that's 

what a speakers bureau has to do for the gay community. You have to get in there and 
find someone who wiii taik  from the heart and their conscience and with passion, and 
reach out and grasp that audience and get their attention. But understand that on t/?c?'r 

turf, on t/?e?r grounds /?Ts7.

%  %

foM /?ave Z?eca ?7?vo/vcaf on .severe// /eve/.s* over w aay yearv w/7/? r/?e Democratic Party in 

Nevae/a.

Um, hm.

if/?er <P<7yea /ir.s*t become iavo/vec/ wit/? t/?ew?

My first experience as Dem ocrat, or for the Democratic party, was going door-to-door 
for John Kennedy, and campaigning and going door-to-door for Robert Kennedy. And in 
Nevada ... . 1970. 1970,1 beiieve we were at Harrah's in Reno for our county convention. 
County or state convention, 1 think was Harrah's in Reno, if i'm not mistaken, i remember 
that was the first tim e I'd gone and taiked about gay rights, but I didn't use the word gay. I 
taiked about /?omo.scx??a/.s. It's interesting, because the term .sexaa/ orica/atio??—I didn't 
use it as sexuai orientation back in those eariy days. I said, "Someone whose orientation
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is a little different than others." L ittle did I know that I really wanted to say xexMa/ 

or;eHfnhoH, but it w as kind o f  interesting how  it evolved all those years later— "77?aLs' 

what I wanted to say. 77?a?'.s the term  I wanted. Somebody came up with my term." But 
that's good. I'm glad they  did.

But 1 can rem ember people looking at me in the Democratic Party, like, "Are you MM?,s? 
Homosexuals w/?af? It's 6e/?av/or!" Even Dem ocrats, they thought it was behavior, too. 

You didn't pursue that issue. W ell, 7 did, every chance 1 got. 1 would corner someone—  

no pun intended!— and I w ould drill them  about the rights o f people. And I told them, 1 
said, "The numbers are there, they're out there, and they're a voting bloc of folks. They're 

all in the closet and none o f  them  are gonna come out o f that closet until someday there's 

a light on the subject that says equality for all o f  them. But there are people out there, and 
believe it or not, despite w hat it is you th ink or say in yoar platform, these people are not 
child molesters. These people are not all finger-fondling friars, or run around chasing 

Boy Scouts, rubbing sticks together creating forest fires. And some guy in long pants and 
short dresses behind a tree saying, 'No, no, Little Boy.' This is all stereotypical bull shit. 

There is a picket o f  folks out there that are different and they have a right to be here and 
they have a right to  be recognized, 7'?w in this party because this is the party of John 

Kennedy, this is the party o f  Bobby Kennedy. This is the party that told me, as a young 

man growing up, before I could vote, that this was a party o f compassion and 
understanding. It took back a [quiver] o f  arrows and offered instead an olive branch to 

even the people that w ere different." A nd I said, "It's interesting, because Mayor Lindsey 
of New York can use the w ord /:o77?osexMa/ in New York and people rally to the cause. 

Why are we so different out here [in Reno]?"
Soon, believe it or not, little did I know, this is Reno, Nevada and this is the West. And 

it was tough in those early days.
But it was interesting, because even in the work place I talked about gay rights. I would 

sit in the break room, say, "Know w hat this place needs? We need more (yMeenx in here!" 
Those early days, 1 used to get a lot o f  /00A3, like, "IT/?at?!" Like at the [hotel] Cal-Neva, 

1 would go downstairs in the break room  and have a cup o f coffee and smoke a cigarette 
on my break, som ebody'd come into the door and I'd wanna talk to 'em. Or I'd be in other 

casinos.

7e/',s <7/gre.s.s* ybr a  whMMfe. loM fMeaaoaeJ, w/?ew we were .speaking OH ?/?e /?/:owe, w/tcA 

%MMA ;'M t/?e ca,s?wxs agam xt gay  /?eop/e.

Yeah, yeah! They had w itch hunts in the casinos at one time.
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Do yoM rewe/MAcr <?py w  p#r?;'cM/ar?

I remember, I think it was Circus at one point, I'm not sure, I think it was Circus-Circus 

in Reno at one point. It cam e out in the papers. But it was about this thing, that, you 
know, they're gonna track down a!I the hom osexuals. I thought. This is really interesting. 

And I think peopie m ay rem em ber that controversy. I don't know if it was Circus or not. I 
don't wanna piss som eone o ff  or tear at someone's character unnecessarily here. That's 
not my intention. But I'm  alm ost positive it was Circus at the time. They were gonna go 
through this witch hunt and they were gonna look for all the quote, and

they were gonna get rid o f 'em . It was, like, "God, interesting! Because nobody'll be 
there to serve your dinner. N obody'll be there, probably, to cook 'em. Nobody's 
gonna carry your luggage. How many other departments will suffer in tourists as a result 

of it." And I think they quickly realized that, "W ait a minute, this is not right."

Dow <A7 ?/?ey expec/ to /mnt Jow o Aoo7o.soxMo/.s'? 7b ;<7e???#y t/?o/n o/rJ get r;W o / t/?eo??

I think was back in either the late '70s or the early '80s when ait this was happening, 

when this was taking place. I can rem em ber at one point even in the Ca)-Neva when I 
was working there. I knew a lot o f  gay people worked in the Cal-Neva. I bought a horse 

from one o f 'em, a guy living out in Fallon when my wife and I were out there. My 
friend, Mitchell. Anyway, we bought a horse. True story. I bought 'is horse and I needed 
that horse like I needed a hole in my head. That horse was smarter'n I was. I put that 
sumbitch in pasture. It was easier ju st to shut the gate and iet 'im go eat! [/oMg/? ]̂ I went 
door-to-door one day in Fallon, Nevada, in Churchill County, on that horse for Bill 
Raggio, who was running for, I believe, Lieutenant Governor at the time. I used the horse 

to go door-to-door. Anyway, M itcheli sold me the horse. Long story, end of the horse 
thing here, I wasn't feeling any pain one night at the Falion Nugget and I got rid o f the 
horse. I lost my glass eye and the horse and I threw  in the saddle for $25! [7aMgAs'] That's 
a true story o f a true Nevadan! The glass eye is out there wandering in the wilderness 
somewhere with this horse and this saddle tied to it!

Anyway, I had gone to a couple o f bosses at the Cal-Neva and complained. I said, 
"There's something w rong here about this witch hunt idea, about going through here 
trying to find out everybody is hom osexual and you're gonna get rid of all the as
you say. Really, this is so unfair. A nd if  you do, you'll lose a lot o f not just your help that
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supports these folks, bu t a lot o f the business that supports this casino." So once a little 
dose of reality sort o f  set in, I guess they had a second thought about that.

ITAy J/J  /Aey wan? to get r; J  o/ o/t tAc Ao/no.scxMo/.s?

1 don't know. 1 don't know what it was. Somebody had a hare-brained idea that they 

thought it'd be a good idea to get rid o f  all the homosexuals. But I can remember going to 
my boss and being really adamantly against it.

At one point, 1 will say this. In one o f  m y jobs 1 was a restaurant manager for the Shy 
Clown, which today is Baldini's out in Sparks.162 But in those days, the early days, it 

was called the Shy Clown. 1 ran the steak house, the buffet, and coffee shop, the three 
facilities we had at that tim e on that property. So I'm going through the steak house one 
night and I'm looking and people were sitting there waiting, they're antsy and they're 
doing this. It was sort o f  like the service. I said, "You know, there's something different 

here." So a friend o f  m ine, Nate Leopold, Nathan Leopold, who is AataA*e— remember 
Natalie? Nathan Leopold, who's now gone, bless 'er heart. 1 met 'er at Harrah's, 1 met Ann 
at Harrah's. A young guy. W orked at Harrah's in the Garden Room, that's where 1 met 
'im. In fact, he was past Empress o f Reno, in the [Silver Dollar] Court. Well, anyway, 

Natalie, as she was called, or as Ac was called, whatever, anyway, 1 just said, "Listen. 
You're gonna have to AntcA it up a little bit, tell everybody your name is Nathan." And he 
was the first gay person 1 hired at the Shy Clown in the restaurant, in the steak house. I 

said, "You're not goin' in the coffee shop. You're goin' in the steak house, make some 
woncy." So right behind Nathan, here comes three or four more. 1 weeded out all the 
slow, all the ones who couldn't do jack  Jo n g  in there, and 1 staffed the whole place with 
these gay people! [/ongA^] Gory wnAerg! And 1 said, "Guys, go for it." People came to me 
and said, "f love these new waiters you got in here." They didn't have a c/nc [they were 
all gay]! If they did, they didn't say anything. But they were most impressed with the 
service that they got. I went home at night and said, "Yeah, 1 know. They do Aet?cr!" But 
that was my way o f  saying, "I'll get some unemployed people out there in the community 

who really know their task, know how to wait tables and service customers." Yeah. 
Nathan was the first one. I was kinda proud o f that. Couple o f people gave me some 
shit— "Ah, man, you gotta get rid o f  this /nggo/." 1 said, "No, I Jon?  gotta get rid o f Ann. 

I've gotta get rid o f  yon." And I did. A nd we had a staff meeting and 1 said, "Certain 
words will change around here. We no longer use the word yhggo?, we no longer use the 
word W on't use the word cocAsMcAer. We keep all sexual references and
innuendos to ourselves. Now, if  you can't deal with those rules, then there's the door and
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I'M get your check in the m orning." It was very simpie. So. Maybe I was wrong in the 
way I did it, but I thought, "No."

0^. j?<2c% to //?e De/MocfTv/vc P#r?y, ?AeM. 77ow /o^g J;WyoM cA/p nwny r;/ //?ew a.s

gay r/'g/?/.s?

Since 1970.

TnJ w/?ea J /r/yoa  /?rs/ ge t a  re.spaa.se /ra /a  /Aea? t/?at wo.su7 shock?

I'H teH ya, it was reaiiy interesting because every year, Democrats—there were a few 
Democrats that understood what I was taiking about. A iot o f Democrats were arm's 
tength.

If ere f/?ere any notable Dewaerat.s* ,saweaae woa/e/ recoga/ze to&vy wAo were /a year 
coraer?

Virginia Cain. She's past state party chairperson and she's ju st a great iady. Virginia 

Demmier, who works for Senator Bryan's office today, she remembers those eariy 
struggies. Joanie Cruz. Joanie Cruz and I met at Eve!yn M o o re 's^ 3  house at one point. 

But, yeah. And there were some peopie who said, "Eddie, it's not ?;a?e."

"Wet!, when Is it?"
I remember going through that whote thing, through that process o f Democratic 

meetings and precinct meetings and stuff tike that. I'm trying to remember back, !t was 

about t98O, I guess it was. It was the '80 campaign for Rona!d Reagan. Ronatd Reagan 
had a great tine and I took it and used it and I give 'im credit for it because it was his tine. 

But he had a tine, " If  not yoM, who? And if not now, when?" And t said, "You know? 
T?;g/?/ on, Mr. Reagan! You're absotutety right!" Now, if I can use that tine, t with And t 
have. It was during the earty '80s when we started tatking about gay rights. Peopte then 
began to toosen up a little bit. They began to listen to what was going on. The '70s, the 
earty '70s, up untit about '74, our thoughts were stitt confined to the war. So if you were 
queer and against the war, you were fine. I f  you were queer and you had no position on 

the war, they w eren't paying any attention to ya. So I suggested if you're gay, Ac gay and 
step off the curb, get outside, carry a sign, and tett 'em you hate the war. Mary, at teast 

they'd listen to you! So, yeah. A nd that's how we chipped away. Every year, here I'd 
come back. After aw hile it was, "Oh, no, not Aon again!" Here I'd come back [p/cCs op
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aw? waves ap ;e c e  q/*paper], my tittle thing, "Pardon me, Ptatform Committee? Yoo woo, 
!'m over here!" [/aagAs] "It says here, 'W hereby, a?a-6?a-<%3.' " Every year I'd come back 

with the same thing. I ju s t wanted them  to recognize gay people. At that time 1 wasn't 
interested in housing and non-discrim ination and employment, all this. 1 just wanted them 

to recognize gay people! I wanted them  to say, "Yes, you people exist. You people have a 
right to life, liberty, the pursuit o f  happiness. Yes, you people belong in the Democratic 
Party. There's a place at the table for you. Somewhere down the road, if history evolves 

far enough and we becom e Metier than we are g rea ter than we [are], then we can sit down 
at the table and I'll throw  a little more scrap at ya on how to beef up that platform. Right 

now, all I'm asking is you recognize us! Somewhere in the course of time, I will make 
addendums to that." W hich I did. "W hereas, gay people, as a collective body, have a right 
to life, liberty, pursuit o f  happiness, and that entails employment, housing, education, 
fiduciary." And that all became my battle cry. 1 can remember being booed. 1972, I was 

i?oceJ! Yeah! 1972 is when I m et Kenny O'Donnell. He spoke at our state convention at 
the Riviera in Las V egas that year. And it was in 1972 that we took Howard Cannon, who 
was Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman at the time— he was [Nevada] Senator 

at the time. Virginia Cain— she's a great lady. And history one day 1 hope will treat her 
fairly and with dignity. She commands respect and she deserves all that. 1 could not have 

gone as far in the Dem ocratic Party without her. I owe it all to her. .S7?c did it. .S7?c '.s' the 
one that encouraged me— "Eddie, go tell 'em. Eddie, write it. Here, like this. Eddie, that's 
all right, introduce the platform. Eddie, do it. Even if they vote it down, go for it!" She 

was there since 1970, '72. She was there. She was by my side through every fight and 
every battle. And she came to more functions in this gay community. She came to the 
coronation out here that year. Bless 'er heart. I told her at a roast one night, I said to her 
husband, "I'm sorry! I've been dragging your wife off to places you ain't never been!" I 

said, "We've been to more bars than probably you and Virginia together. And they're all 
gay bars! You know, your wife has the greatest line I've ever known." We were walking 
up the stairs at the coronation where 1 was gonna introduce her to the gay community. 
There were alm ost a thousand people. And she was whispering in my ear and I got the 

microphone and said, "Yes, yes, Virginia. OK, I'll tell 'em. Yes. She wants me to tell you 
that she finally understands that the main drag in a small town is wot a cross-dresser!" 

[/aMg/?.s'] She was ju s t as great as she could be.
But through the years, it was that constant chipping. It was that constant talking to 

judges, it was that constant talking ... . I, mean, I can remember talking to Bruce 
Thompson, who's no longer with us, Judge Thompson, who the Federal Building's named 

after, about gay rights. "Perhaps in time," he would say. "Perhaps in time."
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I -r: Eddie Anderson; Robert Kennedy, Jr.; Virginia Demmier at the University Of Nevada,
Reno, Aprii 18, 2001

%<M weM/;*of!e6? '72 aw J 7Fowar J  Cannon?

That was like the height o f  the Vietnam War. And there we are a!! carrying signs. We 
forced Howard Cannon, It didn't take a whole lot. Actualiy, Virginia Cain's the

one that poked 'im in the butt with a hat pin and said, "You wit) ware/?!" And she got us 

at) rounded up. She had a great way o f doing [it]. She stitt, to this day, run[s] around with 
that hat pin and jabs us in the ass to make us move and pay attention and get on with the 
business at hand. But she totd us that day, "We're gonna march, now. There's a war in 

Vietnam that is MHConditiona), it is H7?dectared, it is M??American!" And she got Howard 

Cannon, Senate Arm ed Services [Committee] chairman out there to march with us. That 
was MM/7e<7rJ of! We atl marched in front o f the Riviera, right on Las Vegas Boutevard. 

There we are, out there protesting the war in Vietnam. So that was a great coup for 
Virginia Cain. And to her, as they say. Those are fond memories. And I used to 

think, "G06?, if  we could do that, ju st think what we coutd do with gay rights!"
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And sure enough, I come back two years later and there I am. And I've talked to the gay 

community— "I don't vote. 1 don't wanna vote. Our vote doesn't count." That was the 
hardest thing— the apathy in the gay community. That was the tough part. Get them to go 

to a convention. G et them  to go and participate. Get them to go and say, "I wanna be on 
the Rules Committee." Or, "I wanna be on the Standing and Policy Committee. I wanna 
be on the Platform Committee." W hich is the most exciting one o f all. You write 
everything we're gonna stand for, I guess.

So, we had gone through Ronald Reagan in the 1980s. About 1984, all o f a sudden, 
Jesse Jackson shows up in San Francisco at the national convention. There's Jesse 

Jackson, probably one o f the m ost eloquent speakers o f the Democratic Party since, 
probably, Robert Kennedy. Here's a guy that can ignite a convention. When he spoke to 

people with AIDS, he said, "I see you in your wheelchairs."
I'm goin', "We're on the verge o f something! We're on the verge of victory. All these 

years of chipping away, o f  reminding people that there are folks out there a little different 
than they are. Constantly reminding people that there is an agenda that speaks from dark 

places called closets, w ithout lights. People who reach out and grope into the darkness, 
reaching out to be accepted and to say, 'Yes, I count. Yes, 1 am a person. I have a right to 

be here.'"
But Jesse Jackson made a lot o f that possible. '86, 1 think, [Mike] Dukakis ... .164 Was 

it '86 or '88 that Dukakis ... . '88 it was. '88. You couldn't get his campaign to talk about 

gay rights. [Geraldine] Ferraro was the nominee for vice president in '84. Jackson's 
talking about gay rights in '84. And who was our presidential nominee? [Walter] 
Mondale. F/e'x talking about gay rights. 1984. That was the turning point. It wasn't until 
... . Let's see. W e had joined the Rainbow Coalition. Onie Cooper, one of the great civil 
rights organizers in Northern Nevada, Rev. Onie Cooper. For the Blacks. Many, many 

marches Onie and I have gone on together. Onie called me one day and said, "We're 
putting together a Jesse Jackson Rainbow Coalition. You gotta join."

"OK, if you say so, Owe."
"I say so."
"OK!"
He says, "Because ycwr-s is the gay agenda."
"OK. What's the gay agenda? W e're Aqpp% one and all. We have declared this day!" 

[/aMg/?.s] Jesse Jackson flew two o f his staff members out to Reno to meet with us. I can't 

remember ... .GoJ! They came out to Reno to meet us and it was exc;Ywgf I had the radio 
thing goin'. And I'm hammering on the airwaves and this is, like, MM/ierwW of! Radio, you 
never mentioned homosexuality. You never mentioned gqy anything in Reno radio. God,
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if you did, my Corf! People wou!d go m ore than c/z'cA— they'd burn their rzzJ/o.s! And 
then bring the ashes and throw  'em at you or something! [/oMg/z^] But I always made sure 

that in the litany o f  things that we talked about in radio through the 1980s in Reno, that 

the gay community alw ays had a place on my program. Always had a formidable place 
zzpyz*ozzt! Front and center in the issues, especially when we're dealing with women's right 
of privacy. W hat's the difference between women's right o f privacy and yozzr right of 
privacy? 1 don't see apy difference. M aybe the toys' are different! [/azzg/z^] You know 
what I'm saying?

It was interesting, because in 1990, we're in Carson City at a state convention. Now, 
every year, we're gonna adopt a platform  for gay rights. We keep chipping away and it 
hadn't quite been adopted yet. 1 think we were getting there. 1 think we were getting 

there. Jackson started in '84 but the locals hadn't caught on yet. It was about 1990 when 
all of a sudden the door was kicked open. We were in Carson City and the convention 
had taken a break for lunch. Everybody's gone for a couple hours for lunch. Well, hour- 
and-a-half or so. There was a pocket o f  us delegates from Washoe County, sitting in our 
section. All the cow counties had sprinkles o f delegates sitting in their chairs [from] their 
respective counties, their delegations. Clark County had a whole ,s7ew of folks that had 
gone to lunch, come back, and they were eating their sandwiches sitting in their seats, 

and that was a &z'g pocket o f  delegates from  Clark County. So, we had, I dunno, maybe 
thirty people from W ashoe, and we're all sitting there and the people are talking about the 
platform up on the stage. 1 think the business had ... . 1 don't know if it was still in 
adjournment or what. But 1 wasn't really paying that much attention because 1 wanted to 
wait until later in the day when the fight was really coming on about the Platform 
Committee. So, anyway, I'm sitting there and ! hear this voice 1 never heard before. 
"Whereas ... ." I dunno. Something about gay people and sexual orientation. 1 looked 

over, said, "(T/zat ?/ze /ze//?" I looked over there [/azzg/z^] and that's when 1 met Judy 
Corbisiero.165 There's Judy. As you say, she's got more balls than ten guys! She ^oasl In 

all due respect, she did w hat I could not do. And 1 have to give 'er that. 1 struggled for 
twenty years and she did it in one! She showed up when everybody was gone and slipped 
[a gay rights plank] in the platform, and <?azzzzz! if the body sitting there— that were 

there— voted it in. But she said, "1 make the motion."
And the chair says, "Do 1 hear a second?"
1 says, "I secof?J it!" And we looked at each other. Didn't know who each other was. 

And it was a unanim ous [vote]. N ot a way vote in the crowd!

H7zaf /zappezze J  w/zerz ewzy&oJy [e/,s*e] cazzze &ac% /rozzi /zzzzc/z?
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Everybody came back and it was interesting. Because everybody said [tone q /  
"W eti. OK." That was w hat it was.

JM,st /?Te t/?ot?

Just iike that. In fact, a few people said, "Yeah, that's Eddie. What'd you do now, 
Eddie?"

I said, "No, no, no. I didn't do it." So I had arranged for Judy to meet three or four 

people in our delegation from W ashoe County. And I was ever so proud o f her. And had 
never met her before. M y hat is o ff to her. She had the /K?/?Mf???.s to show up ... . She 
showed up with her delegation, I showed up with mine, and I was gonna do my same of 

thing 1 do every year and hope it got in. Damned if she didn't get it in. And she J?W! She 
b?b it and I'm proud o f  'er and 1 am ever so glad that 1 was able to meet her that day and 
finally get this on.

/P?.s cpt???/ r;gMs /o r  gpy pcop/e ?'?? one /or??? or another &ee?? par? o / t/?e Aeva?/n 

De???ocrn??'c P arty  p/at/br??? ever .since ?Aen?

Yeah. Yep. Oh, yeah. Yeah. I haven't m issed a convention except last time. AH these 

years. Because o f  health. I could not. I was in the hospital. There was no way I could 
make it. But every year since [1990] there's always been something in there, in that 
platform, about gay rights. For gays and lesbians. Right o f privacy. Right of education. 
Non-discrimination in housing. And lending and in jobs, employment, and whatever. 

That they had the opportunity for advancement and career because of who they were, 

based on their ability rather than their sexual orientation. And Yeah. The

Democratic party has done this.
At one point or another 1 ran for second vice chair twice. And 1 dropped out o f the race 

both times. But it allowed me microphone time at that convention to talk about the rights 
of folks, including gay people. And first and foremost, the gay community having a 
rightful place at this convention. This and any convention. Having a right. And the 
highlight and the joy  o f my life was my dear, dear friend, Doris Weber. You'll love this. 
In 1994, we had a state convention at the Sands Hotel in Reno. The chairman of the 

Platform Committee, was Doris W eber. A /e.sb;'a??! Oversees the platform. That piece of 
paper that stands out as the mouthpiece o f the Democratic Party. What it stands for. What
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it .speaks! And she was the chair. So there have been some gains. And I'm so proud of 
Doris for having been there. Yeah, she'H tell ya I roped 'er in. But I'm glad I roped 'er in.

But you know what was ready neat, the one consolation in all of this. I know that I was, 
for a lot of years, the lone voice in the woods. But I never gave up. And I always 
beiieved, much tike my grandma and my grandfather—and even Bill Raggio and the 
things that he told me that still apply to me today, that I think about in my life today—I 
knew if 1 kept chipping away, and if I stood my ground long enough, and if 1 believed 
hard enough, and if  I was willing to go through all the whatever it is 1 had to go through 
to bring about a sense of change o f social justice, for gay people—they could come to the 
big tent and sit at the table. If 1 stuck at it long enough, a Doris Weber would come into 
my life and 1 would meet a Judy Corbisiero and 1 would meet a Rob Schlegel, 1 would 
meet a Jerry Cade. 1 would even meet a Mr. [Lee] Plotkin. And Tyrone Smith. And a 
whole lotta other folks. And a Lynn Bremer. A lotta neat and good and decent, hard­
working people, who play by the rules, work hard, take the early bus and do what's right. 
Kevin Kelly and others. The list is endless, that 1 owe so much. And I'm ever so glad that 
no longer am 1 the voice in the wilderness, because there's a whole lotta other folks now 
on this train. 1 don't know if they're there as a result of me. But I'm glad, because when 
my time is done ... [pa?r.sc.s, grouw feary], it's in good hands. This community's in good 
hands. 1 gotta believe that.

1 can't get past this interview without saying something about two people who were 
there before 1 was. And we didn't know each other. Maybe we were in the same fight all 
along, all those many years and we didn't even know each other and we didn't know it. 
But there's two people who are no longer here. Evelyn Moore and her husband, Don. 
Their daughter, Kimberly, is very much involved, I think, with NGL[T]F—the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force. But Evelyn Moore was PFLAG—Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays— and her husband, Don. They worked tirelessly and endlessly in this 
community. They went to functions in this community. They gave time and money to this 
community. They got involved with a group before gay was popular, before gay was 
even Aappy. They were there. They were in the front line trying to mend fences and mend 
souls and pierce the darkness with a sense of light and hope. And I owe so much to 
Evelyn and Don. Because it was her encouragement, along with Virginia Cain and others. 
But Evelyn and Don pushed me along.

Now Eve/yr? aac/ Don pa,s/? yoa a/ong?
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Encouragement. Just encouragem ent. Last time I taiked to Eveiyn, it was during the 
[fight against] the Oregon Citizens AHiance. I got sick shortly after that and she, of 

course, got sick. Then Don passed away. But she caiied me one day and she said, "Eddie,
I just called to tell you I love you and to thank you. 1 wish 1 could be there in your fight."

1 told 'er she was. 1 said, "You're here. You'll always be there. You and Don both."

And she said, "I know we had our differences." Which we <f?W. She says, "But putting 
those aside for the com m on cause and for the common good, 1 admire what you're 

doing." And, you know, continue with the fight and keep the spirit. You know, there'll be 
justice someday. And she was right. W e're not over the fight, yet. We're long from there. 
But the gains? Yeah, there's a lotta gains. There are a lotta gains out there that have been 
made. And it's not ju st a result o f  Lori Lipm an Brown. It's a result o f a whole /o? of Lori 
Lipman Browns and a whole lotta Rob Schlegels and Dennis McBrides. You know, even 
yoM. You know, you've been at this, w hatever it is that you're doing with this chronicle 
you're putting together for history. Until 1 met you, it was sad because it's, like, a 
generation grew up absent o f all their history. They have uo sense o f who they are, have 
wo sense of why they're sitting on a bar stool.

1 gotta tell ya an experience one time. I was sitting with another gentleman. We're 
sitting in one o f the bars and two young kids came in and sat down. Couple o f stools 

away from us. W e're sitting there. This one kid pops up and he said to his other friend 
somethin' about those old tro/As over there. Somethin' about those old tro/As. He says, 

"Yeah. They shouldn't even let 'em in here!"
1 looked over and I looked at this kid and said, "You talkin' to we, boy?" I said, 

"Lemme tell you somethin', you little pom pous sonovabitch! If it wasn't for we, you 
motherfucker, you wouldn't be sittin' on that bar stool! If  it wasn't for a w/?o/e /o?fa folks 
in this town, you wouldn't have the right to walk through that door, sit on that stool and 

call us names!" Boy, I tell you, I was so angry with him! And all o f a sudden I'm dunkin', 
"Wait a minute. Hold it. He's a product o f his own environment. Somewhere along the 
line ...."  And it's our fault. It's not his. It's our fault. Territory, again. We need to teach a 
little sense o f understanding to each other. I always said, "Yeah, I'm an old chickenin' 
troH!"I66 [/^Mg/?,s] W e need to come together. Sit down at the table like this. And there 

are words that hurt. I'm  not saying that if  you're a pushy queen and the guy don't wanna 
go home with ya, have sense enough to leave the man alone. Don't push it, Mary! Have 
some class, go back on your stool, be good, finish your drink, and go home alone. Or go 
find somebody else. W hat I'm getting at is, don't set yourself up, because when you do, 
that guy over there is gonna call you names. Names that inflict pain and hurt. We need to 
get rid of things in our vocabulary. CMcAeM and tro/A Words that hurt. Words that imply

173



there's a division betw een generations. A nd it's unfortunate. There doesn't /7<2vc to be a 

division between generations. I'm  not taiking about sexual attractiveness. I'm talking 

about the idea, the m ere fact, that old and young alike can enjoy the music at a bar, can 

enjoy the dance and the atm osphere. Doesn't mean they have to go home [together]. And 

they might find room , if  they are civil enough with each other and have self-respect, that 

reflects out and goes to everyone around them. You might even find yourself having 

Jinner with that person. And you find out you never know who you might be having 
dinner with, or you never know w ho you m ight be sharing a drink with. You never know 

whose shoes those are. You never know  where those shoes have been. Mine've walked 

through the Elephant W alk. M ine've w alked through Castro. M ine've walked through dirt 

fields in California. M ine have slept in pup tents in Sacramento. Mine've gone to flatbed 

trucks in places like Selma, A labam a. M y shoes been a w//o/c /0M2 places. So if this kid 
sittin' on this bar stool over here w ants to call me a troll, he better be careful, because 

he'll never walk where I've walked. It's so sad. And what yo/Trc doing is so important, 

because that w ork is gonna tear dow n ^o/nc o f the walls, w/we of the barriers, and take 
away some o f the hateful jargon that'11 give insight to this young man so when he sees an 

older gentleman, it doesn't mean he likes 'im, it doesn't mean the guy's makin' a pass, and 

it doesn't mean all the wArr/cver. It ju st means there's room at that bar for cvcry&orfy. It 

doesn't cost anything to say, "Hi, how 're you?" It doesn't mean, "Hi, how're you. 1 wanna 

yhcA!" We're not sayin' that. You know. I dunno. I wanted to say that, 1 think. And 1 think 

what you're doin', D ennis, is im portant because generations from now will one day read 
what it was. And hopefully they won't take for granted when they swing open a bar door 

and sit down in some gay bar some place. Or whatever it is they get to do. 1 hope they 
don't take for granted the fact that their lover gets to come and visit 'im when they're 

dying. Don't take that for granted. Do that in conscience. And be coH^c/'o//^. Remember 1 

said in one o f these interviews there's a difference between having a coH^c/encc and 

being consc/OMs? Be coM3c/OMs, and your con.se/eHce will guide you to be conscious 
enough to know not to take for granted that right to visit. Somebody paid the price for 

you to get the right to go through that hospital door and visit. And remember when you 
do that, somebody struggled for that right to get the law to protect you to do that. 

Somebody got their //ear? beat in. Somebody got a ball bat up side the head, somebody 
got a Acot in their ass. And somebody got shot over it. To give you the right to go visit 
your loved one w ho's dying. Or to give you the right to adopt kids and see the kids off to 
school. -Sb/MC&oo[y paid a price for that.

I think one o f the sad commentaries in our lifetime is that we Aavc fights like that, like 
Question 2. That's a sad commentary. These fights are compiled right along with the
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things that go on in W yoming. Little M attie Shepard. That hurt. 77?at %Mrf! Litt)e 

Matthew Shepard. The world is full o f  M attie Shepards. There are gay kids everywhere. 

Who go to bed at night not knowing their past. Gay kids going to bed at night [in] year of 
their future. 1 want a world where gay kids go to bed contented in mind that what they 

did today was honorable and just. And tomorrow 's gonna be another day just like it. And 
they have the freedom  to exercise their liberty. And they have the liberty to reach out and 

declare themselves yree from discrim ination and hatred and injustice. It can be. We just 
have to stop the rhetoric on our side. We have to quit thinking that just because 
somebody has an idea that's different than ours, that they hate us. It isn't always true. But 

we must always be vigilant. Quit taking things for granted. Always be aware. Rr? critical. 
Re suspicious. D elve into. Investigate. Look at. Search. TRiwA. And doing so we'll 

discover that we're our own best friends. And then when it's all over, we only have 
ourselves. Ann Richards!^7 o f Texas— great Democrat— said, "You know, today's all we 

got. And if we do it right, that's all we need." And she's right.

END
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Addendum

Las Vegas Gay , Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 

Archives

MS 2002-27

Eddie Anderson Collection  
inventory

B o x  1 o f  4  [ [ c l i p p i n g s  a n d  e p h e m e r a ]

1. biography
2. biography - A tbertinum
3. personal papers
4. persona! papers - correspondence
5. persona! papers - medica!
6. notes and memos
7. radio career
8. radio career - KLAV-1200 AM
9. radio career - "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson [a!so see audio tapes PI 3, P4O-P45]
!O. radio career - Sun Radio Network !itigation
11. speeches, scripts, and columns
!2. Oregon Citizens Al!iance/NO HATE [!994]
13. Oregon Citizens AHiance/NO HATE - ephemera
14. Oregon Citizens Alliance/NO HATE - anti-discrimination petition [1994]
15. Metz, Bill - m urder and memorial [1994]
16. homosexuality - general information
17. Silver Dollar Court, Comstock Empire [Reno]

B o x  2 o f  4  ^ a r t i f a c t s ]

1. plaque: "Team Sponsor Award/KBET/!n Appreciation/For Your Support/1979"
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2. p)aque: "Jaycee o f  the Q uarter/Presented To/Ed Anderson/By the/Reno Jaycees/4th
Quarter/1981-82"

3. p)aque: "Speaker o f  the Q uarter/Presented To/Ed Anderson/By the/Reno Jaycees/4th
Quarter/1981-82"

4. Posf-PrAoM JTr;?/f!g3 <& .S/?eec/?e.s, by Eldridge Cleaver [edited by Robert Scheer
(New York, NY: Vintage Books, 1969)]

5. 7%e (M e r^ w e r/c o : Poverty ;'n t/?e f/n /teJ& ote^ , by Michael Harrington [New York,
NY: Penguin Books, Inc., 1965 (w ith Anderson notes)]

6. 77?e Cower# Never Z?//n%3, by Dan Rather, with Mickey Herskowitz [New York, NY:
Ballantine Books, 1978 (with Anderson notes)]

7. 77:e C/o.se/,s' ^4re Ewpty ... P/?e D w /og  Poow'.s- Po//: /lw ^4Mro6/ogrog/:/co/ Zegocy, by
Ace Lundon [Reno, NV: Ponderosa Publishing House, 1993 (inscribed by the 
other to Anderson, with documentation)]

8. 7V?e Coy AV;V;7oots', by Donn Teal [New York, NY: Stein and Day, 1971]
9. Harlem Globetrotters 1985 program , inscribed inside front cover to Eddie Anderson

by Joe Cunningham, the G lobetrotters' Advance Publicity Manager
10. 1984 All-Star Game program , San Francisco Giants
11. 1984 San Francisco Giants M edia Guide
12. 1985 Atlanta Braves M edia Guide
13. 1985 San Diego Padres M edia Guide
14. press passes
15. address book
16. address book
17. address book
18. address book
19. CMr.s///o,s' ;'o CAr/V/omYy P;7gr/w 'x G7o<7<y
20. Jesus, My Love: A Collection o f  Approved Prayers for Catholics
21. brick fragment from the Stonewall Inn in New York City
22. flag that flew aboard the U. & S'. when President Richard Nixon visited

on July 26, 1969 and spoke with Anderson [see photos and biography file]
23. baseball
24. folder o f San Francisco Giants ephem era [1985-86]
25. envelope with Duke Snider's autograph, noted by Anderson as "Duke Snider 

autograph, M ontreal, Canada, 1986; together with a Canadian $2 bill on which 
Anderson has written, "Sept. 9, 1986, 1st road trip to Montreal"

B o x  3 o f  4 [[artifacts^

1. sweatshirt commemorating the January 20, 1993 inauguration of President Bill 
Clinton and Vice President A1 Gore

2. t-shirt promoting Eddie Anderson's "Radio Free Reno" show ["Let Your Ears Open 
Your Eyes" (artwork for Anderson's likeness may be found in the file, Anderson, 
Eddie - radio career)]

3. jacket commemorating the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles, CA
4. hat commemorating a USA vx USSR boxing match in 1985 [inscribed to Anderson 

by Nathan Gitch (?), dated January 23, 1985]
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5. hat promoting Harrah's Reno Fight Night, with KBET press pass attached; hat 
inscribed to Anderson by boxer Larry Hoimes, dated May 7, 1985

B o x  4  o f  4  ]^ a u d io  a n d  v i d e o  ta p e s ^ [

A. P o l i t i c s  ^ t h e s e  t a p e s  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d  a s  P i ,  P 2 ,  e t c .  ( a u d io  t a p e s  u n le s s  

o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d ) ^ )

PI. fo/;7;'cx ax a  Fer&, show no. 6 [Eddie Anderson and Dorothy North interviews 
with N evada Governor Bob M iller and U. S. Secretary o f Labor Robert Reich 
(c. 1990s)]

P2. Po/;7?'cx ax a  Fer6, show no. 10 [tape is noted as show no. 8 (Eddie Anderson and 
Dorothy N orth rebroadcast interview with Nevada Governor Bob Miller; 
"Capitol Hill" segment; comm entary by Eddie Anderson, c. 1990s)]

P3. fo/;l;cx ax a  Fer6, October 17, 1995 [Dorothy North interviews Bert Koon, 
Southern N evada Life Skills Project Director for the Community Resource 
Center o f  Las Vegas (includes a note from Dorothy North on yellow paper)]

P4. Anderson interview with Rubin Babian, the defendant in the notorious 1984 
Reno M ontessori School m olestation case [KH1T radio, Reno; side A: 000-534; 
side B: 002-0230]

P5. Anderson open lines [KOH radio, c. 1990s]
P6. E<7<7;̂ e ^4n<7erxoM *S7;ow, January 25, 1990 [KOH radio]
P7. Po/;7/cx ax a  Fer&, c. 1994-95 [side A: Anderson interview with U. S. 

Congressman Skaggs, re: M edicare (000-243); side B: Anderson interview with 
U. S. Senator (Democrat) Dorgan (056-119 and 0124-304)]

P8. side A: Anderson's 1st show for KOH radio [February 1, 1990 (082-520); side B: 
interview with Vic Zaeberji, South African Consul General from Los Angeles, 
re: apartheid and racism [KOH radio (143-392; c. 1990)]

P9. side A: Anderson interview with Ridge Multop, Chief Economic Advisor to 
House M inority Leader Richard Gephardt, 1995 [000-330] and commentary on 
the O. J. Simpson verdict [330-404]; side B: commentary on the O. J. Simpson 
verdict

P10. side A: Anderson 1996 interviews from W ashington DC with US Senator John 
Ensign [R-NV (000-193)] and U. S. Congresswoman Barbara Vucanovich [R- 
NV (194-351)] side B: Anderson 1996 interviews with Nevada Governor Bob 
Miller [000-226] and U. S. Secretary o f Labor Robert Reich [227-362] [all with 
Dorothy N orth as Po/;7;'cx ax a  Fer& program]

P l l .  Anderson interviews and commentary, 1995; side A: interview with U. S. 
Congressman Pete Stark [D-CA (036-402)]; side B: interview with Ann Lewis, 
Communications Director for the re-election campaign of President Bill Clinton 
[002-285], and interview with U. S. Congressman Curt Weldon [R-PA (286- 
502)]

P12. Anderson interview with gay columnist and author Randy Shilts [c. early 1990s 
(Shilts, who died of AIDS in 1994, was author of 77?e Mayor o/ Caxh*o A7reg/: 
7%e Z7/<e aa<7 7'/wex q/ 7/arvoy M7A: [1982]; /fa<r/ f/?e Paa<7 P/aye<7 Ow: Po/;7;'cx, 
PeOjO/e, au<7 ?/?e /1/ZW P/P<7eoa'c [1987]; and CoH6?Mcf Uw^ocowfng: Z&sTuanx 
aw<7 Gayx m //?<? U. J). AP7aary [1993]) ]
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P13. 7?a<7;o F ree  7?eno [KHIT radio (November 22, 1990—or is this October 22, 
1990, the day "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson broke into the studio [see below] )] 
[Anderson program  on religious extremism, with his on-air declaration that 
"Jesus C hrist is a hom osexual!" (spoken at 187)] [comments like this are what 
m otivated anti-abortion zealot "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson to break into the 
studio on O ctober 22, 1990 while Eddie Anderson was on the air and assault 
him—recordings o f this incident are included in this collection]

P I4. Anderson with right-w ing talk  show host Stewart Hutchinson, August 14, 1990 
P I5. Anderson pro-choice abortion commentary, with right-wing talk show host 

Stewart Hutchinson, June 26, 1990 
P I6. Anderson show open lines, January 24, 1990 [starts at 055]
P I7. Anderson comm entary on casino workers and union issues, with reference to a 

strike at the Horseshoe Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas [January 26, 1990 (starts 
at 070)]

P I8. Anderson show open lines on the right to bear arms [c. 1990s]
P I9. Anderson interview with M ustang Ranch brothel owner Joe Conforte, c. 1990 
P2O. Anderson interview with M ustang Ranch brothel owner Joe Conforte, May 10, 

1990
P2l. Eddie A nderson [as Schroeder Kennedy, KNRY radio AM 1245] interview 

with Richard Strauss, Radio Communications Director for the Clinton White 
House, live from the Tahoe Biltmore Hotel, c. 1995 

P22. Anderson show on pro-abortion issues, c. 1990 
P23. Anderson and com m entator Craig Haslett, September 27, 1990 
P24. Anderson interview with Han M or, from the Public Information Office of the 

Israeli Consulate in Los Angeles, August 26, 1989 
P25. 7?<2<7io F ree  7?e??o [KHIT radio, c. 1990]: Anderson open lines 
P26. Anderson show on school censorship and Donna Fowler, representing People 

for the Am erican W ay, c. 1990
P27. Anderson program  on equal rights for gay people, featuring Sue Hyde from the 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force in W ashington DC, October 25, 1989 
[Anderson starts at 096]

P28. 7?a<7;o F ree  7?eHo ["IQ 1590 AM, 'Intelligent Talk Radio' "]: Anderson program 
on Ryan W hite, December 21, 1990 

P29. Anderson program broadcast on the Eve o f the G ulf War, 1990 
P3O. Anderson show, Novem ber 21, 1990 [side B is blank]
P3l. Anderson show, c. 1990 
P32. Anderson show, c. 1990 
P33. Anderson show, c. 1990 
P34. Anderson show, c. September 21, 1990
P35. Anderson interview with M ichael Levine, author o f Deep Cover, c. 1990 
P36. Anderson show, c. 1990
P37. Anderson interview with political activist/feminist Molly Yard, December 14, 

1990
P38. Anderson show [side A]; interview with Lou Adler [side B], c. 1990-91 
P39. Anderson program on the G ulf War, c. 1990-91
P4O. 7?aJ;'o F ree 7?eno: Anderson pro-abortion program, October 22, 1990 [side A: 

expose o f  Independent Am erican Party member, right-wing fundamentalist 
M ormon activist Jeanine Hansen (276-436 and 536+); "Pro-Life" Andy
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Anderson station break-in w hen he assau!ted Eddie Anderson on the air (695- 
716)]

P4l. Anderson program  on the "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson on-air attack "yesterday" 
P42. Anderson program  on rehgious extremism, c. 1990 [includes diatribe against 

Russ D ickm an o f  Dickman Studios in Reno, a "right-wing Jesus Fascist;" 
reference to the on-air attack o f  Eddie Anderson by "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson] 

P43. newscast, 1990, re: the on-air attack o f Eddie Anderson by "Pro-Life" Andy 
Anderson, w ith commentary on the social and political repercussions 

P44. Anderson program  about the on-air attack o f Eddie Anderson by "Pro-Life" 
Andy Anderson, N ovem ber 20, 1990

P45. [VHS video tape] gay-bashing m urder o f Reno resident William "Bill" Metz on 
July 8, 1994: candlelight m em orial demonstration [OhOmOs - lh8m7s]; news 
broadcasts about the m urder and a Reno talk show, CoMMech'ng Together, about 
Metz's m urder [lh8m 8s - 2 h lm l6 s ]  [video tape]

P46. [VHS video tape] Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada [PLAN]- 
sponsored speech by gay U. S. Congressman Barney Frank [D-MA] at the Reno 
Hilton, Decem ber 2001 [broadcast in two parts by Reno television show ITe 77:c 
feo/j/e, hosted by Shayne Del Cohen; includes commentary by Eddie Anderson 
on Frank, and on Nevada's Question 2 (OhOmOs - Oh59m54s)]

P47. [VHS video tape]: comm ercial documentaries and broadcasts on and of the 
following: 1) John Fitzgerald Kennedy assassination; 2) Robert Kennedy 
assassination; 3) President Bill Clinton at the JFK Memorial Library, October 
29, 1993; 4) North Am erican Free Trade Agreement [NAFTA] debate between 
Vice President A1 Gore and Ross Perot; 5) congressional vote on abortion, June 
15, 1995; 6) Henry Foster Senate fight, April [?] 21, 1995; 7) Jesse Jackson and 
Ronald Reagan

P48. [VHS video tape]: comm ercial documentaries and broadcasts on and of the 
following: 1) John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Jr.; 2) John Fitzgerald Kennedy; 3) John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy

B . S p o r t s  [ F h e s e  t a p e s  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d  a s  S i ,  S 2 ,  e t c / ]

51. Anderson at Dodger Stadium, c. 1986: interviews with Tommy Lasorda [003-
190], and with announcers Hank Greenwald and Gary Parks [191-end]

52. Anderson interview with Pete Rose, April 25, 1985
53. Anderson interviews with San Francisco Giants players Will Clark and others, 

spring 1986 [000-119]
54. Vida Blue message on Anderson's answering machine, February 3, 1986
55. Anderson 1986 interviews with Jose Morales [016-214], Bob Brenly [215-368], 

and Vida Blue [369-497]
56. Anderson pre-game show from  Candlestick Park, San Francisco, August 27,

1986: interview  with M ichael W right, publisher o f  the .SporLs* [011-
230]

57. Anderson interviews, 1986 [side A (Los Angeles Dodgers locker room): Lefty 
Gomez (004-214); Bill M adlock (215-366); and Tito Fuentes (367-488); side B: 
Glenn Mickey]
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58. Anderson pre-gam e show from  Candlestick Park, San Francisco [KPLY radio],
c. 1986: candid interviews w ith Chili Davis ["whale story" (0004-123)] and Bob 
Brenly [124-210]

59. Anderson program  live from  W rigley Field, Chicago, 1986: 011-306: history of
Wrigley Field, talk w ith Chicago Cubs manager Jim Frye, candid interviews 
with fans; 307-494: interview  with Bob Logan, CA;^cugo 7r;7?Mf?e sports 
journalist

510. Anderson pre-game show from  the Astrodome, Houston, San Francisco Giants 
vs Houston Astros, April 9, 1986: interview with Yogi Berra

511. Anderson pre-game interviews, 1986, side A: Hank Greenwald; side B: A1 
Rosen [0-210] and Eddie M atthews [212-end]

512. Anderson interview with Candy Moldanado, c. 1986 [014-190]
513. Anderson 1986 interview with Danny Gladden
514. Anderson 1986 interviews w ith W illie McGee in the St. Louis Cardinals locker 

room [000-138], and with A1 Rosen
515. Anderson pre-game show from Candlestick Park, San Francisco, Giants vs the 

Cincinnati Reds, 1986 [1st game o f 4]
516. Anderson pre-game show from  Candlestick Park, San Francisco, Giants vs the 

Cincinnati Reds, 1986 [2nd game o f 4]
517. Anderson pre-game show from  the Houston Astrodome, San Francisco Giants 

vs the Houston Astros, 1986 [2nd game o f 4]
SI 8. Anderson interview with Bryant Gumble from New York, September 1, 1986
519. Anderson pre-game show from Candlestick Park, San Francisco, 1986
520. side A: Anderson 1986 pre-game interviews with Roger Craig, et. al. from 

Riverfront Stadium, San Francisco Giants vs the Cincinnati Reds; side B: 
Anderson pre-game show from  the Houston Astrodome, 1986, San Francisco 
Giants vs the Houston Astros

521. Anderson 1986 pre-game show from the Houston Astrodome, San Francisco 
Giants vs the Houston Astros

522. Anderson interview with V ida Blue, March 1, 1985, from the Sheraton Hotel in 
Scottsdale, AZ [reel-to-reel]

523. Anderson's A;fe Cop IFocAfes, M ay 17, 1984 [KBET 1340 AM (reel-to-reel)]
524. Anderson's 1982 [San Francisco] Giants jingles [KBET 1340 AM (reel-to-reel 

@ 7.5 ips)]

C .  M is c e l la n e o u s  [ T h e s e  t a p e s  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d  a s  M l ,  M 2 ,  e tc / ]

ML memorial service for Jackie Kennedy, c. 1990s
M2. President Bill Clinton's speech from the White House, re: health care, 1995
M3. First Lady Hillary Clinton speech from the White House on her health care plan, 

c. 1995
M4. satirical songs from the G ulf War, 1992 [@ 1992 by Chris Kay productions, PO 

Box 2267, Reno, NV 89505]
M5. 1994 newscast [about 30 seconds] on the gay-supportive NO HATE events in 

Reno
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F o l d e r  1 o f  1

1. Francisco CAronic/c "Sports Extra, September 9, !985 [inscribed to Anderson 
by basebail star Pete Rose, dated October 1, 1985]

2. Reno GozeRc-Jonmo/, January 11, 1986 [story: "[Vida] Blue Pitches Anti-Drug 
Message in Reno," pp. 1A and 10A]

3. Reno Gozcitc-Jonrno/, January 15, 1986 [story: "Vida Blue is Hero for the Eighties," 
pp. 1B-2B]

4. -Son Francisco CAronic/e "Sporting Green" section, August 20, 1986 [story: 
"KNBR's Long War with [Hank] Greenwald," pp. 53 and 56 (inscribed to Anderson 
by sports announcer Hank Greenwald)]

5. Reno G#ze?;e-JoMrf?<2/, July 18, 1999, 3 copies [story: "Nevadans Had Part In 
Undertaking," pp. 1A and 13A (the story notes that Anderson was a seaman aboard 
the U. S. S. Arlington and served in the honor guard detail that greeted Marine One 
, the helicopter that brought President Richard Nixon aboard on July 26, 1969 to 
greet the returning Apollo 11 astronauts [see photos, biography file, and the flag in 
Box 2]) ]

6. six "posters" crafted by Anderson from  sheets o f correspondence, magazine cut-outs, 
photographs, and ephemera:

a. thank-yous for Anderson's hosting radio talk shows on the University o f Nevada, 
Reno Ski Team and children's soccer in the Reno-Sparks area [1984 (includes 
signed letter from Guze/te-.7oMr^o/ columnist Rollen Melton)]

b. thank-yous for KBET sports broadcasting [1982 and 1985]
c. thank-yous for support o f  the Nevada State Soccer Association and Sparks Bobby 

Sox SoRball [1984-85]
d. thank-yous for Anderson's participation on the Washoe County Community

Support Review Board [1982]; for hosting a radio broadcast interview with Jim 
Puzey, Rob Richie, and Gary Powers [UNR Head Baseball Coach (n. d.)]; and 
Rollen M elton column on Anderson winning the Ugliest Bartender contest at 
the Bonanza Square Casino [1980]

e. congratulations to Anderson from the San Francisco Giants for his "initiative and
achievement in the area o f community service" [c. 1985]

f. Senator Edward M. Kennedy's tribute to his brother, John F. Kennedy, on the 20th
anniversary o f JFK's assassination, November 22, 1983 [includes a photograph 
o f Edward Kennedy at the podium in the Hotel Meridian, somewhere in 
California(?) stumping for W alter Mondale-Geraldine Ferraro]
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P h o t o g r a p h s

1. p o l i t i c a l

1. Ronald Reagan [1980s]
2. 1-r: Dorothy North; Senator Tom Daschle [D-SD]; Eddie Anderson, Washington,

DC, 1995
3. 1-r: Dorothy North; Senator Tom Daschle [D-SD]; Eddie Anderson, Washington, 

DC, 1995 [inscribed by Daschle to Anderson]
4. Eddie Anderson at the W hite House, 1995
5-13. Eddie A nderson and N evada G overnor Bob Miller, c. 1990s
14. Eddie Anderson outside the W hite House, 1995
15. Eddie at the W hite House, 1995
16. 1-r: Eddie Anderson; Congressm an Richard Gephardt [D-MO]; Dorothy North, 

Washington, DC, 1995
17. 1-r: Senator Harry Reid [D-NV] and Eddie Anderson, Washington, DC, 1995 

[inscribed by Reid to Eddie]
18. commercial portrait o f  Ronald and Nancy Reagan, 1980s
19. Eddie Anderson outside the W hite House, 1995
20. Eddie Anderson outside the Capitol, Washington, DC, 1995
21. 1-r: Dorothy North; Eddie Anderson; [Bill Clinton's chief Domestic Policy 

Advisor], W ashington, DC, 1995
22. President Bill Clinton, W ashington, DC, 1995
23. 1-r: Dorothy North; Dr. Laura Tyson [Bill Clinton's Chief Economic Advisor]; 

Eddie Anderson, W ashington, DC, 1995
24. 1-r: Debbie Cahill [Nevada Governor Bob M iller's Northern Nevada campaign 

manager] and Eddie Anderson, 1995
25. 1-r: Richard Strauss [Clinton White House Radio Communications Director]; 

Robert Slogaski [flight attendant friend o f Eddie's]; Andrew Hansen; Rica 
Rodham [assistant to Richard Strauss], Washington, DC, May 1993

26-27. 1-r: Eddie Anderson and Richard Strauss [Clinton White House Eadio 
Communications Director], W ashington, DC, May 1993

28. 1-r: Dorothy North; Congressman Jerry Lewis [R-CA]; Eddie Anderson, 
Washington, DC, 1995

29. 1-r: Dorothy North; Ken Fowler [Democratic National Committee Chairman]; 
Eddie Anderson, W ashington, DC, 1995

30-32. 1-r: Dorothy North; Congressman Lightfoot [R-!A]; Eddie Anderson, 
Washington, DC, 1995

33. 1-r: Eddie Anderson; Congressman Sam Jajen [phonetic spelling (D-CT)]; 
Dorothy North, W ashington, DC, 1995

I I .  p o l i t i c a l  [ ^ R o b e r t  K e n n e d y ,  J r .  e v e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f  N e v a d a ,  R e n o ,  

4 .1 8 .0 1  ( f o l d e r  i n c lu d e s  e v e n t  d o c u m e n t a t io n )  j

1-3. Kennedy at the podium
4 .1-r: Eddie Anderson; Robert Kennedy, Jr.; Virginia Demmler
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III. sports

I. 1-r: Eddie DeBartoio [owner o f  the San Francisco 49ers]; Jeff Weiss; Carmen 
Policy [president o f the San Francisco 49ers], c. ! 990s

2 .1- r: Jerry Jones [owner o f  the Dallas Cowboys]; Jeff Weiss, c. 1990s
3. 1-r: Juan Roque [6* 8" guard, 1997 second round pick o f the Detroit Lions]; Jeff 

Weiss
4. 1-r: Bruce M acgow an [sports broadcaster] and Eddie Anderson, Pier 39, San 

Francisco, summ er 1987
5. Jim Davenport [manager, San Francisco Giants], c. 1980s [inscribed to Eddie by 

Davenport]
6 .1- r: unidentified man; Joe Dimaggio; Eddie Anderson, c. 1980s
7. Tom Lasorda, c. 1980s [inscribed to Eddie]
8. San Francisco Giants team , c. 1980s
9. Rod Scurry [Pirates; "left handed pitcher"], c. 1980s [inscribed to Eddie]
10. Bill Laskey [San Francisco Giants], c. 1980s [inscribed to Eddie]
II . Chili Davis [San Francisco Giants], c. 1980s [inscribed to Eddie]
12. Gene and Garry Henderson [auto racing], Novem ber 28, 1984 [inscribed and 

initialed by Gene Henderson to Eddie]
13. Don Robinson [Pirates], 1984 [inscribed to Eddie]

IV. radio

1-3. Eddie A nderson on the air, c. 1990s
4. kick-off broadcast o f ,SpecA Or/t vVewv<7a, Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM 

[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; David Wilhelm, Democratic National 
Committee Chairperson; unidentified technician)]

5. kick-off broadcast o f Out Aevn<7a. Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM
[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State
Assemblyman [Dem.]; Stephen Cloobeck, co-host)]

6. kick-off broadcast o f C?M? Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM
[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State
Assemblyman [Dem.]; David Wilhelm, Democratic National Committee
Chairperson)]

7. kick-off broadcast o f (?Mt VevaJn, Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM
[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State
Assemblyman [Dem.]; David Wilhelm, Democratic National Committee
Chairperson)]

8. kick-off broadcast o f S)7e<2A: C?M? Veva&r, Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM
[Las V egas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State
Assemblyman [Dem.]; David Wilhelm, Democratic National Committee
Chairperson; Stephen Cloobeck, co-host; unidentified technician)]

9. kick-off broadcast o f C?Mt 7Vewr&r, Monday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM
[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie Anderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State
Assemblyman [Dem.]; David W ilhelm, Democratic National Committee
Chairperson; Stephen Cloobeck, co-host; unidentified technician)]
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10. kick-off broadcast o f  <S)?eaA; OM? A evoJa, M onday, 8.29.94, KLAV 1230 AM 
[Las Vegas (1-r: Eddie A nderson, co-host; Bob Price, Nevada State 
Assemblyman [Dem.]; David W ilhelm , Democratic National Committee 
Chairperson; Stephen C loobeck, co-host; unidentified technician)]

11 .1-r: N evada A ssem blym an Bob Price [Dem] and Eddie Anderson, host o f 5)?e<2% 
(?M? Nevada, KLAV 1230 AM  [Las Vegas], c. 1994 

12-13.1-r: Eddie Anderson and B ruce M aize on the air, c. 1997
14- 15. 1-r: Eddie A nderson and R obert Slogaski [flight attendant friend o f Eddie's],

c. 1997
16-18. 1-r: Eddie A nderson and unidentified man, c. 1997
19. autographed greeting card w ith a photograph o f Edie Anderson [left] and 

comedian Pat Paulson [right (check spelling)], Novem ber 2, 1990 
20-21. k ick-off broadcast o f Anderson's show on KH1T Reno, 3.7.90 [1-r: 

Anderson; M oose Rosenfeld, KH1T General Manager]
22. 1-r: activist/fem inist M olly Yard with Anderson, c. 12.14.90 [cf. audio tape P37 

above]
23. Bryant Gum ble, 1986 [inscribed to Eddie (cf. audio tape S18 above)]

V. personal

1. color postcard o f  the A lbertinum  in Ukiah, CA, 1965
2. Eddie Anderson [back row, third from the right] at the Our Lady of Guadalupe

Cursillo Center, c. 1965
3. Anderson at the grave o f Robert Kennedy, c. 1990s
4. Anderson at the grave o f Robert Kennedy, c. 1990s
5. Eddie A nderson and President Richard N ixon on board the C. A A

during the 77 splashdown, July 26, 1969
6. Anderson, February 1972
7. Anderson, c. 1996
8. Anderson on the beach at San Francisco, c. 1996
9. Anderson, c. 1970s
10. Anderson, fall 1980
11. Anderson's navy portrait, San Diego Naval Station, spring 1969
12. Anderson, 1974
13. Courtney Anderson [daughter], c. early 1970s
14. Courtney Anderson [daughter], c. early 1970s
15- 16. 1-r: unidentified man; Eddie Anderson; Courtney Anderson [daughter], c. 
1999-2000
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N ot e s
1. Opened on August 5, 2000, A  Rainbow P!ace, is Northern Nevada's gay and iesbian 

community center iocated, at the tim e o f this interview, at 33 St. Lawrence Avenue, 
Reno. A Rainbow P!ace pub!ishes a newsletter tit!ed Vevo<7o OG7po^t, the first issue 
of which is num bered Fall 2000. For more information on the founding o f A Rainbow 
P!ace, see "Com munity Center to Be Sanctuary for Area Gays" [Peno Gozette- 
Jonrnoi, Apri! 13, 2000] and "Fate Leads Ex-Dancer to Role at Gay Community 
Center" [Peno G ozette-Jonw o/, July 22, 2000, IE  and 3E].

2. The Oregon Citizens Alliance [OCA] is a right-wing, fundamentalist, homophobic 
organization founded in Oregon in 1987 by Lon Mabon. Originally formed in support 
of conservative causes in general, the OCA by the early 1990s had evolved into an 
exclusively anti-gay organization w hich began exporting its efforts from Oregon into 
such surrounding W estern states as Idaho, W ashington and, in 1994, Nevada. The 
Nevada Citizens Alliance [NCA], which included a number o f local fundamentalist 
and conservative organizations such as Nevada Concerned Citizens, the Eagle Family 
Forum, and the Independent Am erican Party, pushed a Nevada ballot initiative in 
support o f the hom ophobic M inority P'iotM.s an<7 C/n7<? Protection /let. This coalition of 
right-wing religious and politically conservative groups and individuals, which 
included several state legislators, was reacting in part to the successful 1993 repeal of 
Nevada's sodomy statute. The N C A 's initiative petition effort, publicly opposed by 
such influential Nevada figures as Governor Robert M iller and Las Vegas Mayor Jan 
Jones, failed, but not without a long and acrimonious Eght that was thoroughly 
covered in the media. As late as 2000, Lon M abon and the Oregon Citizens Alliance 
were still pushing anti-gay initiatives in Oregon [in Ptote Py Plate: "Undaunted By 
Defeat, Oregon Group Prepares N ew  Anti-Gay Initiative for 2002 Ballot" (Frontiers, 
January 19, 2001, 38)]. For more information on Lon Mabon, the Oregon Citizens 
Alliance, the M inority Plains on<7 CP/7<7 Protection Pet, and the initiative light, see 
"Alliance Launches Nevada Cam paign;" "Ex-Hippie Turns Right-Winger;" "OCA: A 
History;" "M arch o f  the Anti-G ay M ovement;" "Get Out o f Town, Anti-Gay Hate 
Group;" "Petition;" "Anti-Gay Group Taking On One Community at a Time;" "Gay 
America W ants Equality, N ot 'Rights';" and "Most Gay Leaders Shun Effort" [Peno 
Guzette-JoMrno/, February 6, 1994, 1A and 8A-9A]; "Oregon's Mabon Attacks Nevada 
Civil Rights" [P<zy Fegas Png/e, February 1994, 5-6, 8]; "Campaign for Liberty 
Gearing Up to Battle Discrimination" [Po^ Fega,s Png/e March 1994, 36-37]; "Who 
Are They? W ho and W hat W e're Fighting" (this article details all the religious and 
right-wing groups in and out o f  N evada involved in the Minority Plains an<7 P7?/7<7 
Protection P e t) [Pots Fega.s Png/e, M ay 1994, 13]; "Minority Status and Child 
Protection Act" (text) [Pe.s7n'nn Fi,sion.s o/\S'ozpPcrn Vewn7a, May 1994, 6]; "Anti-Gay 
Ballot Drives: Nevada, Pacific N orthw est Targeted" [-Socro?nento Pec, May 16, 1994, 
A1 and A12]; "Petition Likely to Fail In Nevada" [Peno Gozette-Jonrnoi, May 26, 
1994, 1A]; "Supporters Adm it They Lack Enough Signatures" [Peno Gazette-Jonmai,
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June 21, !994, 1A]; "Backers Refuse to Give Up" [Reno Gozette-Tooroo/, June 10, 
1994, 1A and 5A], Also refer to prim ary resource materials in the Las Vegas Gay 
Archives in the Special Collections Departm ent o f the University o f Nevada, Las 
Vegas' Lied Library.

3. Question 2 refers to the successful anti-sam e-sex-m arriage ballot initiative passed by 
69.5% o f Nevada's voters in the 2000 general election. Sponsored by the Coalition for 
the Protection o f  M arriage in Nevada, the petition effort was launched in December 
1999—within two months o f  Nevada's Employment Non-Discrimination law 
becoming effective. M any o f  those involved in 1994's AL'f?o?7(y .Slo/os aw? L7?/7a' 
Rro?echoo Tc? resurfaced as founders and members o f the Coalition for the Protection 
of Marriage. The Coalition's pretext for pushing Question 2 was to close a "loophole" 
in Nevada law which they claimed left the state open to having to accept same-sex 
marriages legalized in other states— same-sex civil unions became effective in the 
state o f Verm ont on October 1, 1999. After the first-round success o f Question 2 [it 
must be voted upon a second time, in 2002, before it becomes part o f the Nevada state 
constitution], the Coalition's spokespeople announced their intent to fight owy efforts 
by Nevada's gay comm unity to achieve equal protection and advantage under the law. 
At the time o f  this interview, the Question 2 fight remains unresolved. For more 
information on the Coalition for the Protection o f Marriage and Question 2, see 
"Hawaii Plan Could Legalize Gay M arriage in Nevada" [Rewo Gozette-Jooroo/, 
4.16.94, p. IB]; "Campaign Initiative Asks Nevadans to Protect Marriage" [Beehive, 
December 15, 1999, 8 and 10]; "M ove Could Ban Gay Marriages" [Los Legos Rewew- 
JowMo/, December 23, 1999, 1B-2B]; "Petition Filed to Ban Gay Marriages" [Los 
Legos Ron, January 4, 2000, 4B]; "Nevada Conservatives Line Up Behind Same-Sex 
Marriage Ban" [Los Legos City L//e, January 6, 2000, 6-7]; "Leaders Mum On 
Proposed Sam e-Sex M arriage Ban" [Reno Gozefte-Joorno/ 1.18.00, p. ?]; "Anti-Gay 
Marriage Petition Nears Filing" [Los Legos Sow, June 8, 2000, IB and 4B]; "Survey 
Shows Nevadans Oppose Same-Sex Unions" (121,499 signatures) [Los Legos Rev;'ew- 
JoM7*Mo//Los Legos Son, June 17, 2000, 1A and 3A]; "Petition to Ban Gay Marriage 
Hits Ballot" [Los Legos Son, July 7, 2000, 4B]; "Hate Is Not a Family Value Nor Is It 
A Winning Issue" [Log Legos Bog?e, September 15, 2000, 20]; "GOP Pins Faith on 
Anti-Gay Sentiment" [Los Legos Ron, October 4, 2000, 13A]; "Demonstrators Oppose 
Gay Ban ... " [(University o f  Nevada, Las Vegas) Re&e/ TeR, October 9, 2000, 1 and 
5]; "Initiative Simplifies M eaning o f  M arriage" [Lo^ Legos Ron, October 21, 2000, 
13A]; "Catholic Position on Question 2 May Send Conflicting Message" [Los Legos 
Rev/ew-ToornoRLos Legos Ron, October 29, 2000, 1J and 5J]; "Protect Families: No 
On #2" [Los Legos T?og?e, N ovem ber 2000, 23]; "Same-Sex Marriage Not Favored at 
Polls" [Los Legos Ron, N ovem ber 9, 2000, IB and 8B]; " 'Creative Accounting' 
Covers Trail o f  Anti-Gay Coalition ... Business Contributors Line the Pockets of 
Richard Ziser, Lusk Family and Joyce Advertising with Tens o f Thousands of Dollars" 
[Los Legos 2?og/e, December 22, 2000, 30-31]; "Follow the Money: Who's 
Bankrolling Richard Ziser's Gay-Bashing Ways?" [Los Legos ILeeL/y, January 4, 
2001, 9]. A lso refer to prim ary resource materials in the Las Vegas Gay Archives in 
the Special Collections Departm ent o f the University o f Nevada, Las Vegas' Lied 
Library.
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4. Performer M erle Haggard [b. M arch 6, 1937] was born in Bakersfield, California to an 
Okie immigrant family. He spent tim e in San Quentin prison for petty crime offenses, 
and when he w as released in 1960, he began a career in country/western singing and 
songwriting. He has been described as a "truth-seeking-bordering-on-defiant artist," 
and one o f his m ost famous and recognizable tunes was Okie From Muskogee from 
the early 1970s. For more on Haggard, see his entry in 77?e CoMn?ry A7n.s7c 
Encyc/oper//a, by M elvin Shestack [New York, NY: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 
1974], pp. 91-95.

5. Anderson's m other was Georgia Elizabeth Loomis.

6. M'g/?t CoMrt, a popular television situation comedy which premiered on NBC on 
January 4, 1984, was about the life o f oddball judge Harold T. Stone, played by 
comedian Harry Anderson.

7. This was Arthur Anderson.

8. Converse is a popular Am erican brand o f sportswear.

9. Marian S. Erskine Grauvogel [November 4, 1916 - M arch 16, 1999] was an honored 
Humboldt County School District teacher. For more on Grauvogel, see her obituary in 
the Z?eno G azette-Jonm a/, M arch 21, 1999, p. 15C.

10. From the Greeting o f the Latin mass: Dow/nn^ ["The Lord be with you."]
and 77 cnn? s/nr/fn tno ["And Also With You."]; from the Communion Rite: Pater 
nc-s7er, <y:a e,s' /A cae/;'.s ["Our Father, who art in Heaven ..."].

11. Don't v4.sE, D on 't 7e// refers to the U. S. military's official policy on gays serving in 
the military. One o f  President Bill Clinton's campaign promises announced in 1992 to 
secure the gay and lesbian vote, was a change in the military's anti-gay policy. When 
he proposed early in his first term  that the policy banning gays from serving in the 
military should be abolished, Republicans and other right-wing political and religious 
conservatives m aneuvered a "compromise" policy which became known as Don't 
Ts%, Don't 7b//. Under this policy, gays serving in the military were not to reveal in 
any way that they were gay, while military authorities were forbidden from asking. 
The policy was ignored and became a colossal failure— the rate o f gay discharges 
actually increased. See "Clinton Said He Felt Pushed Into Gay Policy" [New Tor7 
7tn?g^, December 7, 2000, A22]. W hile a bill to repeal Don 't D on 't 7b// passed 
both houses o f  Congress in 2010, it would not be put into effect until the President, 
the Secretary o f  Defense, and the Chairman o f the Joint Chiefs of Staff certified that 
repeal would not harm military readiness, followed by a 60-day waiting period. These 
criteria were m et and President Barack Obama signed the repeal into law on 
December 22, 2011. The repeal was effective September 20, 2012.

12. A ?on3Mre is a round spot shaved on the crown o f the head o f certain Roman Catholic 
ecclesiastics to  note the priestly office or order to which they belong.
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13. The Salesians are the Society o f St. Francis of Sates, a retigious congregation of 
Roman Catholic priests founded in 1864 Don Giovanni Bosco. The object of the 
Society's rule, approved April 3, 1874, is described as, "the Christian perfection of its 
associates obtained by the exercise of spiritual and corporal works of charity towards 
the young, especially the poor, and the education of boys to the priesthood."

14. Switch hitting also means to be bisexual.

15. Father Flanagan's Boy's Town is a village in Douglas County, Nebraska, 11 miles 
west of Omaha. Founded in 1917 by the Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan as a school 
and home for underprivileged and homeless boys, it was incorporated in 1936. 
Flanagan died in May 1948.

16. The Albertinum was established in Ukiah, California, in 1903, by the Dominican 
Sisters. Originally serving as an orphanage, the Albertinum's mission grew 
throughout the next six decades to include care for children whose families had been 
disrupted by "death, divorce, desertion, or by neglect and poverty." The Albertinum 
closed in June 1968, but was reopened by Trinity Children and Family Services in 
June 1970 as a non-sectarian facility operated by the Greek Orthodox Church. 
According to a recent program statement, Trinity only "way accept" children 
exhibiting active homosexual behavior [TWway C/?//r/ren aw/ Faw/7y Serv/ces— 
CA/a/?: Rr/'e/Trograw Aa/ewea/, n. d. (c. 1996-99)].

17. Pierre Salinger was John F. Kennedy's press secretary. [yJa&y.wa ao/e: "(California 
State) Senator Paul Lunardi introduced me to the California Legislature in the '60s. 
Because of him I met Pierre Salinger (and) Theodore White. Paul (together with Jim 
Gill and my math teacher, Mike Cattuzo) encouraged me to look to public service ... 
to seek public service, to do good deeds and to believe injustice. (Mike Cattuzo) told 
me I was obligated 'to make a difference.' "]

18. 7%e A7aA;ag q/t/?e Pr^sa/eat, ZP<5O, by political journalist Theodore H. White [New 
York, NY: Atheneum Publishers, 1961] describes the presidential campaign of 1960 
between John Kennedy and Richard Nixon.

19. Anderson met O'Donnell at the Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas during the 1972 Nevada 
State Democratic Party convention. O'Donnell was recently portrayed by actor Kevin 
Costner in the New Line Cinema film about the Cuban Missile Crisis, P/arteca Doyy 
[2001].

20. The Bay of Pigs invasion, planned during the Eisenhower administration and carried 
out by the Kennedy administration, was the United States' failed attempt to overthrow 
Fidel Castro's communist regime in Cuba. An invasion force of 1500 Cuban refugees, 
trained in Guatemala, landed on the south-central coast of Cuba on April 17, 1961 
without adequate military supplies or air cover from the U. S. military. Castro's forces 
overwhelmed the small invasion force, and the failure of the Cuban population to rise 
against him as the Bay of Pigs invasion force had expected, sealed the invaders' fate. 
The invasion was a huge embarrassment to the United States and to President 
Kennedy, in particular.
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21. The Alliance for Progress was suggested and partly sponsored by the United States 
after the Bay o f  Pigs failure as a w ay to foster economic development and political 
reforms in Latin A m erica to prevent spread o f Fidel Castro's influence. Noted 
officially as the Declaration o f  Punta del Este after the location o f the agreement, the 
Alliance proved another failure as many o f the Latin American leaders who 
subscribed to it fell out o f  pow er, and the classes who controlled Latin American 
economies refused to give up their privileges.

22. Aurelius A ugustinus [354-430] w as forem ost o f the Latin Church fathers, born at
Tagaste in Rom an N orth A frica on N ovem ber 13, 354. Augustine described his early 
life of "sin," "dissipation," and paganism  in his autobiography, After his
conversion to Christianity, Augustine, as Bishop o f Hippo, set his energies to 
strengthening the authority and organization o f the church, to fighting schism and 
heresy, and to profoundly and rem orselessly demonizing the entire orbit o f ancient 
culture through his obsession w ith a dogmatic, historic, and biblical approach to 
Christian doctrine. W hile Catholicism  regards Augustine as one o f its greatest heroic 
figures, it is A ugustine's proscriptions and pronouncements that are largely 
responsible for the Catholic Church's relentless repression of gay people and its 
relentless, unrealistic condem nation o f  natural sexual expression.

23. Early in October 1962 the U nited States learned that the Soviet Union was building 
military bases in Cuba and outfitting them  with offensive atomic weapons, capable of 
destroying large parts o f the U nited States. On October 22, 1962, President Kennedy 
announced on television that the United States was setting up a quarantine, or 
blockade, o f Cuba, and m obilizing the military for a massive invasion o f the island 
should Russia attem pt breaching the blockade. Kennedy ordered the Soviet Union to 
dismantle its Cuban bases and rem ove the weapons, and to submit to international 
inspection. For nearly two w eeks the United States and the Soviet Union faced off 
over the Cuban crisis, and the world came moved breathlessly close to nuclear war. In 
the end, Russia backed down.

24. In September 1948, President H arry Truman made an multi-state whistle stop tour of
the West. His train stopped at Imlay, Nevada near Winnemucca, at 7:28 a. m., on 
Wednesday, Septem ber 22, 1948, where he gave a short speech. Truman's train 
passed through W innem ucca around 8:00 a. m., and continued on to Reno, where he 
delivered a speech to 25,000 people. See "Warren Pledges For United Leadership, As 
Truman Starts W estward" 5far, Friday, September 17, 1948, 1]; "AH
Three Candidates Heading W est" .SA/r, Tuesday, September 21, 1948, 1];
" 'Fire Congress' President Asks; GOP Leaders Called 'Mossbacks'; Crowd Greets 
Truman at Imlay: President Chats W ith Nevadans at Rail Town" and "25,000 Jam 
Reno Streets to Hear President Speak" [77nw6o/(7/ ,S2ar, Wednesday, September 22, 
1948, 1].

25. During the 1964 legislative hearings on the Ecowow/c OpporfMM?fy it was 
suggested that pre-school intervention on behalf o f poor and disadvantaged children 
through com m unity action program s might give them a "head start" when they 
entered school later. In January 1965, President Johnson announced that funds were
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available, and by the sum m er o f  1965 Project Head Start was underway. Whether it 
was successful is still a point o f  debate. For more information, see ErfMcaO'on ybr 
C/n'M/TH a /  t/?e Poor: 4̂ .S'/M<7y q / tAo Or/g/a.s' o o J  /w^/ewewtot/ow q / ?/?e E/eweatorv 
un<7 & coaJo rv  E Jaco //oo  ylc? q/" 7965, by Julie Roy Jeffrey [Columbus, OH: Ohio 
State University Press, 1978].

26. The Redem ptorists are m em bers o f  the Roman Catholic Congregation o f the Most 
Holy Redeemer, founded by St. A lphonsus Liguori in 1732 to care for the poor. 
Coming to the U nited States in 1832, the Redemptorists provide retreats and 
missions, and conduct parishes and parochial schools.

27. Franciscans are m em bers o f  any religious institution that observes some form of the 
Rule of St. Francis. Specifically, they are members o f the Franciscan Order, founded 
by St. Francis in 1209 or 1210. W ritten in 1223, the Rule o f St. Francis stresses strict 
poverty. Franciscans engage them selves in educational work, hospitals, and social 
work.

28. Jesuits belong to the Society o f  Jesus, a mendicant order o f clerks regular founded in 
1540 by St. Ignatius o f  Loyola. It is prim arily a teaching and missionary order.

29. The Dominicans are generically the m em bers o f numerous religious institutes which 
observe some form  o f  the rule o f  St. Dominic. Specifically, they are members of 
Dominic's First Order, called the O rder o f  Friars Preachers, founded in the early 13th 
century by St. Dominic. A Second Order o f contemplative, cloistered nuns was 
founded in 1205, and a Third Order established in 1286 and 1401. In 1852, Father J. 
B. Lacordaire founded the Third Teaching Order, which was later considered a 
province o f the First Order. It was these Dominicans who operated the Albertinum at 
Ukiah, California, where Anderson w as educated.

30. Selma, Alabama became a flashpoint in the fight for Black civil rights in 1965 when 
the U. S. Justice Departm ent m oved in to enforce compliance with the C7v?7 P;g/?f,y 
Tcf of 1964. It was from Selma that M artin Luther King, Jr. led the long Freedom 
March to M ontgom ery, the state's capital, in 1965. Ironically, at the time of this 
interview in 2001, Selma, A labam a is still riven with racial turmoil and violent 
discrimination. In Septem ber 2000 James Perkins, Jr., who is Black, defeated 
segregationist Joe Smitherman, W hite, who had been mayor every year except one 
since 1964. The local National V oting Rights M useum has been vandalized, and 
Martin Luther King Day m archers tried to pull down a monument to Confederate 
General Nathan Forrest, a founder o f  the Ku Klux Klan, which was raised on the edge 
of a Black neighborhood five days after Perkins was elected mayor. See "First Black 
Mayor Endures Turbulent Start in Selma," Z#x FbgrM Hev/'ew-./oMf*Mu/AS'MM, Sunday, 
January 21, 2001, 8A.

31. In March 1961, James Farmer, national director o f the Congress o f Racial Equality 
[CORE], issued a call for volunteers to participate in the interracial Freedom Rides 
through the deep [M ississippi, Alabama] South to test racial discrimination in bus 
stations and term inals serving interstate travelers. In December 1960 the U. S. 
Supreme Court had extended its 1946 prohibition against segregation to apply not

191



only to buses and trains, but to ail travei terminals. The intention of the Freedom 
Rides was to provoke Southern authorities into arresting the Freedom Riders in order 
to prod the U. S. Justice Departm ent into enforcing the law. As predicted, the 
Freedom Riders, both B lack and W hite, were physically attacked, jailed, their buses 
vandalized and burned. For m ore on the Freedom Rides and the Freedom Riders, see 
77?e C/'v/7 /?Zg7;/,s' Mwgwgw/. H77 Eygw/7f?evs' /VA/wy, by Sanford Wexler [New York, 
NY: Facts on File, Inc., 1993], pp. 114-119; and 7vgg<7ow 7?/Jg^ SpgaA ybr 
TAcw^g/ve^ [Detroit, M ichigan: ATwx & Zg/7gr.s', 1961].

32. The Edmund Pettus Bridge, nam ed for Confederate General Edmund Pettus, crosses 
the Alabama R iver outside Selma, over which 1-80 passes on its way to Montgomery. 
The Edmund Pettus Bridge becam e a symbol o f the fight for Black civil rights in 
1965 when A labam a State Troopers and W hite volunteers attacked 500 demonstrators 
in a violent and bloody confrontation when they tried to cross the bridge on a march 
to M ontgomery, the capital o f  Alabama. The route o f  the march was to pass down 
Sylvan Street from  the A frican M ethodist Episcopal Church to Water Avenue, cross 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge and then follow 1-80 into the state capital. On March 7, 
1965, which cam e to be known as Bloody Sunday, the marchers were attacked and 
beaten by A labam a State Troopers, and forced back into Selma. A second attempt to 
march two days later, this tim e led by M artin Luther King, Jr., failed, and it wasn't 
until March 25, 1965 that 25,000 m archers, again led by King, made it safely across 
the bridge under federal supervision. The Edmund Pettus Bridge, as Anderson here 
refers to it, is a m etaphor o f  passage from oppression to freedom.

33. All these men were leaders in the fight for racial democracy in the 1950s and 60s. For 
more detailed biographical information, refer to AgoJgrs' /''row /Ac /%0.s. ^  
/AograpA/ga/ 5oMrggAcoA q / /fw or/con /N'OvAw. by David DeLeon [Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 1994] and C'oo/ewporory 7?/ncA /?/'ogropAy, ed. by Michael L. 
LeBlanc [Detroit: M i: Gale Research, Inc., 1992]. 1. M artin Luther King, Jr. [January 
15, 1929 - April 4, 1968], a Baptist pastor, was founding president o f the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and winner o f the Nobel Peace Prize on December 
10, 1964. King was assassinated by James Earle Ray on April 4, 1968 [Zoo&r^, pp. 
117-123]. 2. Reverend Ralph David Abernathy [1926 - 1990], the closest friend and 
adviser o f M artin Luther King, Jr., was King's hand-picked successor who led the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference from 1968 through 1977. He published his 
autobiography in 1989: ^fw/ /Ac ITn/7s' Cawg TTwA/wg Dcuw: z!n ^M?oA/ogrqpAy 
[New York, NY : Harper, 1989] [CoH/gwpofwy, v. 1, pp. 1-5]. 3. H[ubert Gerold] 
Rap Brown [aka Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin; b. 1943], an outspoken, often frightening 
[to Whites] leader o f the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee [SNCC], 
which he jo ined in 1966. He converted to Islam while in jail in the early 1970s, and 
by the 1990s his former m ilitancy in the movement for racial democracy had mutated 
into a militancy for the Islamic religion [Zg^r/gM, pp. 50-54]. At the time of this 
writing, Brown is serving a life sentence in the Federal penitentiary in Florence, 
Colorado for the m urder o f  tw o Fulton County, Georgia Sheriffs deputies. 4. 
Malcolm X [formerly M alcolm Little; aka El-Hajj M alik El-Shabazz; May 19, 1925 - 
February 21, 1965], a M uslim  spiritual and racial teacher whose 1965 book, TAg 
ylM/oA/ogrqpAy q / A7a/co/w A  [New York, NY: Grove Press], advised blacks that it 
was better to create a separate black society than integrate into the corrupt,
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hypocritical white society o f  Christianity and democracy. Malcolm was a leader in 
the Nation o f  Islam , an often violent and nationalistic sub-cult of the Muslim religion 
in America, although he was put out o f  the organization as his views and attitudes 
changed more tow ard an acceptance o f  Sunni orthodoxy. Among the most militant—  
and eloquent— o f the black leaders, M alcolm was assassinated on February 21, 1965 
[Zenrfer^, pp. 163-172]. 5. Louis [Abdul] Farrakhan [formerly Louis Eugene Wolcott; 
aka Louis X; b. 1933], was recruited into the Nation o f  Islam by Malcolm X in 1955, 
whom he later denounced and demonized for leaving the Nation. When the Nation of 
Islam, under new  leadership in the 1970s, underwent radical changes under new 
leadership— changes which included dropping its racist and separatist teachings, 
allowing w hites to be m em bers, and changing its name to the American Muslim 
Mission, Farrakhan led a schism atic group known as the Lost-Found Nation o f Islam 
which retained the old racist, separatist, and black nationalist teachings of the original 
organization. In later years, Farrakhan's Nation o f  Islam has been for its extreme anti- 
Semitism and hom ophobia [ZeoJer^, pp. 89-97]. 6. Fluey Newton [1942-1989] was 
founder, with Bobby Seale, o f  the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense [Black 
Panthers] during Septem ber/October 1966. The Panthers were an organization 
dedicated to the cultural, econom ic, and political emancipation of blacks, principally 
through comm unity service activities, and with socialist overtones. While never as 
exclusive or nationalistic as the N ation o f  Islam, the U. S. government harassed the 
Panthers nearly out o f existence, aided by the Panthers themselves who were 
fractured by ideological disputes and personality conflicts [Zen<Ze^, pp. 149-156]. 
Newton him self was the ch ief theoretician and M inister o f Defense for the Panthers. 
In 1968 he ran an unsuccessful cam paign for the U. S. Congress as the candidate of 
the Peace and Freedom  Party. He was jailed several tim es before his death inl989: he 
was jailed in 1968-70 for m anslaughter in the death o f an Oakland, California 
policeman; 1987 for possession o f  a handgun; and 1989 for misappropriation of 
public funds. He died o f  gunshots to his head in a crack-infested Oakland 
neighborhood [CoMteTMpwwy, v. 2, pp. 177-180], 7. Bobby Seale [b. October 22, 
1936] was founder, w ith Huey New ton, o f the Black Panthers [see Huey Newton, 
above]. Seale was energized in the development o f  his political activities by the 
assassination o f  M alcolm X [ZeaJer^, pp. 149-156]. 8. [Leroy] Eldridge Cleaver 
[August 31, 1935 - M ay 1, 1998], served as minister o f information for the Black 
Panthers in 1967-71. He spent m ost o f his early life passing in and out of prison for a 
variety o f offenses. He jo ined the N ation o f Islam in 1960. A collection o f his prison 
writings, S*OM/ Zee [1968], whose central message was that rage was self­
destructive, is one o f  the m ost influential books to come from the civil rights 
struggles o f  the 1960s [Zea<Zer,s, pp. 66-72].

34. A plant is an individual from an opposing side who infiltrates an organization, group 
of people, or a political m ovem ent in order to collect information covertly.

35. Journalist John Howard Griffin darkened his skin and went into the South to see how 
he'd be treated if  he were perceived as Black. The book he wrote about this 
experience was Z?A2cA:Z7'Ze AZe [Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1961].

36. Republican State Senator Bill Raggio from Washoe County, Nevada's District 3 
[October 30, 1926 - February 23, 2012], during his Nevada legislative career, served
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as both Senate M ajority and M inority Leader and chairman o f the infiuentiai Senate 
Finance Committee. Raggio, in fact, was often noted as the singie most powerfui 
Nevada legislator, and one w ho m ade sure that Northern Nevada's interests 
superseded Southern N evada's, although Raggio disputes this. Raggio is an attorney 
with the state-wide law firm  o f  Jones Vargas and his ties to Southern Nevada include 
seats on the boards o f  Santa Fe Gam ing and Sierra Health Services. As a young man, 
Raggio was a conservative crusader, and torched Joe Conforte's Triangle Ranch 
brothel in 1960 after declaring it a public nuisance— and after Confbrte attempted to 
extort him. Raggio's career began in 1952 as deputy district attorney for Washoe 
County, and in 1958 he w as elected district attorney, a position he held until 1970. 
Even though he was named Prosecutor o f the Year in 1964, he lost bids for the U. S. 
Senate in 1968 and 1970. In 1972 he was elected to the Nevada Legislature. One 
anonymous law m aker has said o f  Raggio, "The pow er o f the Legislature is Bill 
Raggio. Nothing happens in this Legislature that Bill doesn't want to happen." [See 
"New Speaker Gives Voice to the South" (Zas Fegov A*ew'gw-./oorf?o/ASMM, February 
4, 2001, IB and 5B)]. In 2010, R aggio, against his party, supported Democrat Harry 
Reid for the U. S. Senate, rather than  the Republican candidate, Sharron Angle. As a 
result, Raggio was stripped o f  his M inority leadership. Blaming poor health, in 
January 2011 Raggio announced his retirement before the new legislative session 
began. For more on Raggio, see "Lawm aking Legend Raggio Dies: 85-Year-Old Was 
Vacationing in Australia" [Zos Fego,s Z*ev/ew-JoM?v?o/, February 25, 2012, 3A, 6A]; 
"Raggio's Legend Caught Fire W ith His Battle Against Pimp" [Zo.s Fego.s J?ev;ew- 
ZoM?*7?a/, February 25, 2012, IB]; "Bill Raggio, 1926-2012: State Senator Leaves a 
Legacy on N evada for W ork in the State Senate" [Zov Fegov Vow, February 25, 2012, 
2]; "Bill Raggio Left an Indelible M ark on Nevada" [Zov Fego^ -Son, February 26, 
20)2, 5]; "Raggio Was One O f a Kind" [Zov Fegov A?ev/ew-JoMrno/, February 26, 
2012, ID]; "Nevada Political G iant W ielded Compromise to Great Respect" [Z<x$ 
Fegov Am, February 26, 2012, 1, 8]; and, obituary [Zov Fego.s' Zewen'-VoMroo/, 
March 2, 2012, 5B].

37. Cesar Chavez [1927 - 1993] founded the National Farm Workers Association 
[NFWA] in Delano, California in 1962. This union was the first time farm workers 
themselves had unionized. In 1959 the AFL-CIO [American Federation o f Labor- 
Congress o f  Industrial O rganizations] had established the Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee [AW OC], and in 1966 the AFL-CIO-AWOC and NFWA 
merged into the United Farm  W orkers Organizing Committee [UFWOC], ultimately 
referred to as the UFW. W hile the UFW  has often been torn by internal dissension 
and was never able to fully unionize farm workers, the organization became a 
powerful means for civil rights during the 1960s and '70s, and turned Chavez 
himself into a folk hero.

The events in which Anderson took part are the California Grape Strike o f 1965- 
70, and the farm  workers' historic march from Delano to Sacramento in 1966. On 
September 8, 1965 three thousand M exican-American and Filipino-American farm 
workers walked o ff their jobs w hen the California growers refused to recognize the 
workers' collective bargaining agents, the AFL-CIO-AW OC. The strike, or /?Me/ga— 
the strikers them selves were known as Zoe/gAtov— was a reaction to abysmal 
working conditions. According to George Horwitz in Zo Coo^o: ZZe Co/[/brn?o 
Grope NPv'Ze [New York, NY: M acmillan Company, 1970], "Inadequate toilet
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facilities, insufficient water for drinking, indiscriminate use of pesticides and 
chemical growth stim ulants, and capricious or racist hiring and firing practices, as 
well as wages and child labor, were the main issues o f the strike. The life expectancy 
of an Am erican farm worker [was] forty-nine years." [p. 70] For several months San 
Joaquin Valley grape growers, local law enforcement authorities, and California 
politicians did everything they could to break the strike, including brutalizing the 

evicting them  from their camps, and hiring scabs to take their place in the 
fields. But as word spread through the United States and overseas of the workers' 
struggles in California, the strike drew thousands o f participants, particularly 
clergymen [mostly Catholic and not, at first, with the blessing of their church], 
university students, and other labor leaders. A t the time, Senator Robert Kennedy 
was a member o f the Senate Farm  Labor sub-committee, and in March 1966 he 
conducted three days o f  hearings on the strike in Sacramento, Visalia, and Delano, 
California, where he questioned the strike-breaking authorities and frequently visited 
the strikers on their picket lines.

When it was clear the /?Me/g?VrM were not succeeding against the California 
growers and law enforcem ent authorities, Cesar Chavez, mindful o f the 1965 civil 
rights march from  Selma to M ontgom ery, Alabama, announced he was going to lead 
a peregy*hmc;*df!, a pilgrim age, three hundred miles from Delano to Sacramento. The 
march comm enced on M arch 17, 1966 and continued for twenty-five days until it 
reached Sacram ento and the steps o f  the state capitol on Easter Sunday. Chavez was 
a devout Catholic and Catholic mass was a daily part o f  the march. Marchers took as 
their spiritual patron the Virgin o f  Guadalupe, a likeness o f whom appeared on a 
banner carried at the head o f the march. It was this long march Anderson followed, 
and while the original participation from Delano was small, thousands o f supporters 
joined along the route.

For more information on the strike, the march, and Chavez himself, see Zo C<?Msn 
[noted above]; ZfMe/ga! 77?e Z7r,s7 TZM?7<ZreJ Dqy,s q / f/?e G reat De/awo Grape 5'tr/'Ae, 
by Eugene N elson [Delano, CA: Farm Workers Press, 1966]; 7%e Long J?oa<7 to 
De/a??o, by Sam Kushner [New York, NY: International Publishers, 1975]; De/awo. 
77?e .S'tory q/*t/?e Ca/t/drr?ta G rape S'tr?7ce, by John Gregory Dunne [New York, NY: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1967]; and Ce^ar Ct?avez.' /f:?to6;'ograpt?y o / Za Ga:?.sa 
[New York, NY: W. W. N orton & Company, 1975].

38. A ???ar?ac/?t is a band and music typical o f  the Guadalajara region o f Mexico.

39. This is M APA, the influential M exican-American Political Association, which was 
instrumental in ending California's Bracero Program. The Bracero Program, 
established shortly before W orld W ar H to bring 7?racero^, Mexican nationals, into 
California to w ork in the fields, was a result o f  a series of labor strikes and violent 
repressions in the late 1930s. Ending the Bracero Program in the mid-1960s led 
directly to the California Grape Strike.

40. Cardinal John Henry New m an [1801-1890] was raised in the Church of England, but 
converted to Roman Catholicism in 1845. Newman was a leading spirit o f the Oxford 
Movement which sought to restore the ideals o f the High Church from the 17th 
century. His contributions to Christian thought were more in the fields of 
psychological analysis and m oral perception. Refer to his ^?? ZY?qy ?7? 4̂/77 q/  ̂o
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Grat??war o f  v4&seMt [Notre Dam e, IN: University o f  Notre Dame Press, 1979] as 
representative o f  his thought.

41. Camp Parks Job Corps Center in Pleasanton, CA. Camp Parks was opened by the 
Navy in 1943 at "Fleet City" in the N orthern San Francisco Bay community o f Dublin 
[Pleasanton]. W hat becam e know n as Camp Parks was actually three military 
installations: Cam p Parks itself, Cam p Shoemaker, and the U. S. Naval Hospital 
Shoemaker [Parks A ir Force Base was added in 1951]. The camps served as military 
training and replacem ent centers o f  during World W ar II, the Korean War, and 
Vietnam. In 1964 part o f  the base became the site o f  the Parks Job Corps Training 
Center where underprivileged youth were sent to team  academic, athletic and trade 
skills. Its m ost fam ous graduate was future heavyweight boxing champion George 
Foreman. C lark Clifford [Decem ber 25, 1906 - October 10, 1998] was an influential 
attorney who advised presidents Trum an, Kennedy, Johnson, and Carter. Clifford 
served Johnson as Secretary o f  Defense February 29, 1968 through January 20, 1969, 
was a strong supporter o f  Am erican civil rights, and urged disengagement from 
Vietnam.

42. Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated at the Am bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, 
California on June 6, 1968 during his presidential campaign.

43. Elmer Briscoe [1913 - 1991] took over the Reno police department in 1960. A Grand 
Jury investigation into m issing funds led to Briscoe's dismissal in 1971. See "Elmer 
Briscoe Leaves Legacy o f  Love, Caring" [Reno G azette-Joaraa/, April 5, 1991]; and 
"Elmer Briscoe's Career M arred By Grand Jury Probe" and obituary [Reao Gazette- 
Joaraa/, April 23, 1991, 1A].

44. The Red Carpet Restaurant stood at 140 Court Street.

45. For information on Dorothy Raggio [April 14, 1927 - April 7, 1998], see "Dorothy 
Raggio Dead at 70" [Reno Gaze/fe-JoMrMa/, April 8, 1998, 1A].

46. In 1968, Bill Raggio, then W ashoe County District Attorney, ran against Nevada Lt. 
Governor Ed Fike for the Republican nomination for the U. S. Senate. Raggio was 
defeated in the primary by 3,000 votes. See "Raggio Sure He'll Win Nomination" 
[Reno Event'ng Gazette, A ugust 23, 1968, p. 11] and "No Disgrace" [Reno Even?'ng 
Gazette, Septem ber 4, 1968, p. 4].

47. Albert Camus' correct quotation is, "In the depth o f w inter I finally learned that there 
was in me an invincible summer." [Retard to 7tpa,sa (1952)]

48. This photo m ost recently appeared in a story about the 30th anniversary o f the Apollo
moon landing, titled, "Nevadans Had Part in Undertaking," in the Reno Gazette- 
Joarna/, Sunday, July 18, 1999, pp. 1A and 13A. The story and photo originally 
appeared as "Reno Seaman M eets N ixon Aboard Ship," in the Aeva<7a .State Joarna/, 
Thursday, Septem ber 25, 1969, p. 11. It is in the 1969 article that Anderson refers to 
Bill Raggio as his "chosen father."
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49. Chappaquiddick is a smaii island o ff  the eastern end o f  M artha's Vineyard and is part
of the town o f  Edgartow n, M assachusetts. Anderson here refers to the Juiy 18, 1969 
automobile accident involving Ted Kennedy and M ary Jo Kopechne. On that day, 
police discovered Kennedy's Oldsm obile overturned in the water o f Poucha Pond off 
Dyke Bridge with K opechne's drowned body inside. While the accident had 
occurred around m idnight the night before, Kennedy didn't report it until after 
Kopechne's body was found the following morning. Kennedy received a two-month 
suspended sentence when he pled guilty to a charge o f "leaving the scene o f an 
accident after causing injury."

50. In gay argot, a tearoom  is a public toilet where men have sex with each other [Guy 
7u/U yl (AjfH<y/'/Mc.s' Gu/ruycoux) D?'ct;oMU7*y o / Guy ,SYuug, ed. by Bruce Rodgers 
(New York, NY: Paragon Books, 1979), pp. 194-95; 77?g Gu;7<7 D;'c?;ouury q/* 
77oMW3exMu/ 7br?7M, ed. by A lbert Ellis (W ashington, DC: Guild Press, Ltd., 1965, p. 
44]. Also see "W hat is the H istory of'T earoom s'? " [Lu^ E<egux 7?ug/e, October 22, 
1999, 32].

51. Stonewall here refers to N ew  York's Stonewall Riots o f  June 28, 1969. Around 2:00 
am on that m orning police raided the Stonewall Inn at 51-53 Christopher Street in 
Greenwich Village. For the first tim e patrons and a crowd gathered outside fought 
back and sent the police into retreat. Rioting continued throughout the weekend, and 
within days a num ber o f  gay rights organizations had been established. Stonewall 
today is noted as the birth o f  the gay equal rights movement [Cowp/cM/y (Juecr: 7'/?g 
Guy uu<7 Le.sMuM Euryc/u/7c<7/u, ed. by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson (New York, 
NY: Henry H olt and Com pany, 1998), pp. 526-27]. Fine contemporary accounts of 
the Stonewall riots are "Police Raid On N. Y. Club Sets O ff First Gay Riot," by Dick 
Leitsch [Mew ToA*A A7uUuc/une Mew,s7eUer, September 1969], and "N. Y. Gays: Will 
the Spark Die?," by Lige Clark and Jack Nichols [^46?vocufe, September 1969]. Also 
see 7%e Guy A7?7/?uu/.s, by Donn Teal [New York, NY: Stein and Day, 1971, second 
printing], pp. 17-86; 7%e O/7?er 57<7e q / &7euce: A7euS' Z7ve.s' uu<? Guy /<r/euUU'e.s': 4  
7weuU'et/7-Geu/Mry /7A/ory, by John Loughery [New York, NY: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1998], pp. 303-320; and 7%e Guy Me?ropo/A, 1940 - 1996, by Charles 
Kaiser [Boston, MA: Houghton M ifflin Company, 1997], pp. 197-202, 205-6, 212, 
215,216, 2 2 1 ,2 4 0 ,3 1 8 .

52. This was Robert F. W agner 11 [aka as "Jr." (April 20, 1910 -  February 12, 1991)], 
who served as m ayor o f N ew  York City from January 1, 1954 through December 31, 
1965. During W agner's years as mayor, he built public housing and schools, created 
the City U niversity o f  N ew  York system, established the right o f collective 
bargaining for city em ployees, and barred housing discrimination based on race, 
creed or color. He was the Erst m ayor to hire significant numbers o f people of color 
in city governm ent. His adm inistration also saw the development o f the Lincoln 
Center and brought Shakespeare to Central Park. John Vliet Lindsay [November 24, 
1921 - Decem ber 19, 2000] served as mayor o f New York from 1966 through 1973, 
a period o f  great social and economic instability, but also o f great cultural richness, 
which Lindsay fostered and promoted. Originally a Republican, then a member of
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the then-influential Liberal Party, and finally a Democrat, Lindsay brought a 
Kennedyesque sense o f youth and enthusiasm  to his administration. In his efforts to 
include those traditionally left out o f  the social and economic mainstream, Lindsay 
alienated at tim es the white m iddle class, Jews, and even the working men and 
women he sought to include. Judgm ent o f his tenure as New York's mayor is still 
unsettled. He pursued an unsuccessful run for the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1972, and m ade an unsuccessful bid for the U. S. Senate in 1980. For 
more on Lindsay, see "Form er N. Y. M ayor Lindsay Dies" [Zas Fega^ Fan, 
December 20, 2000, p. 8B] and "John V. Lindsay, M ayor and Maverick, Dies at 79" 
[Few Tor% Tunas, Decem ber 21, 2000, A1 and C16-C17]. The Wagner to whom 
Anderson refers is form er N ew  Y ork M ayor Robert W agner.

53. The intersection o f  Haight and A shbury Streets in San Francisco in the mid- and late
1960s was the epicenter o f  the hippie, or counter-culture, movement in the United 
States.

54. San Francisco's Black Cat Cafe, founded on M ontgomery Street during Prohibition in 
what had been the notorious Barbary Coast, became an icon o f gay and bohemian 
culture after W orld W ar 11. Sal Stoumen, the B lack Cat's straight owner, was 
instrumental in the California Supreme Court's 1951 decision overturning the 
Alcoholic Beverage Com m ission's [ABC] power to close bars for serving liquor to 
gay people. Unfortunately, that decision produced a decade of punitive harassment 
against gay bars by the ABC and the San Francisco police which led to the Black 
Cat's closing in 1963. [from Gay Fy /Ac Fay: /I ZF,sfory o / (Taeer Ca/targ /w t/?<? Fan 
Francisco F ay  ^4rea, by Susan Stryker and Jim Van Buskirk (San Francisco, CA: 
Chronicle Books, 1996), pp. 24 and 30-31.] It was Jose Julio Sarria, a famous drag 
performer at the Black Cat, who founded the International Imperial Court system in 
1965 as the Tavern Guild o f  San Francisco. For more on the Black Cat and the 
history o f  the Court system, see "The Intriguing History o f the Imperial Court 
System," by Je ff  Jones [Fas Legas Fag7e, August/September 1997, 32-35].

55. The Sisters o f  Perpetual Indulgence, a radical genderfuck group protesting the 
coerciveness o f  the gender system, are men cross-dressed as nuns with bizarre and 
outrageous makeup. Originally a form o f camp street theater, and later promoters of 
safe sex, the Sisters founded a convent in San Francisco on January 10, 1980, with 
the motto, "Give Up the Guilt." The Sisters' performances, popular at Gay Pride 
parades and festivals across the country, are as much a mocking protest o f religious 
discrimination against gay people as efforts to breach gender barriers. Religious 
people, particularly Catholics, see nothing remotely amusing about the Sisters. In 
fact, it was the Sisters' participation in the 1999 Reno Gay Pride celebration that led 
Republican G overnor Kenny Guinn to refuse to sign a proclamation in honor o f the 
event because he found them "offensive and in poor taste." [Guy Fy F?e Fay: vf 
TFsfory a /  g a e e r  G a/tare in t/?g Fan Francisco Fay  /frca, by Susan Stryker and Jim 
Van Buskirk (San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books, 1996), pp. 59, 63, 99, 126; 
Completely Queer, by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson (New York, NY: Henry Holt 
and Company, 1998), p. 654; and "Guinn Draws Heat Over Denying Gay Pride 
Proclamation" (Lav TegavFan, August 19, 1999, 3B).]
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56. Jack Edwards, form erly a perform er with the famous drag show, /v /sco Fo/ZAs, 
owned the 1099 Club in Reno, N evada, located at 1099 S. Virginia Street.

57. Las Vegas attorney Kevin K elly has been politically active in the Nevada gay 
community for more than 30 years, while Rob Schlegel is the publisher o f the Za^ 
Fcga.s* ??Mg/e. Both have been interviewed for the Las Vegas Gay Archives Oral 
History Project. For more on Kelly, see "An Interview with Kevin Kelly" [Nevada 
Gay Zone.?, M arch 1983, 8-9 and 18-19]; "Local Activist Honored by ^4<7vocate" 
(Kelly named to the 'M Jvocato 400" list because he helped get the Clark County 
Democratic Party's plank passed banning discrimination on the basis o f sexual 
orientation) [D esert Gaze, August/Septem ber 1984, 4]; "Kevin Kelly Sues County 
Jail on Behalf o f  H1V+ Inmates" [Zas Eegas 7?ag/e, January 1991, 1 and 3]; "Clark 
County Jail Forced to Give HIV Inmates Confidential Treatment: Kevin Kelly Takes 
on Jail and W ins" [Zas Fegas Z?ag/e, September 1991, 1 and 8]. For more on 
Schlegel, see "High Praise for 7?ag/e Publisher" [Zas Fegas 7?ag/e, July/August 
1993, 8]; "Honorarium  '95 at Sahara Hotel: Feb. 25 Award Dinner to Honor 
Individuals for Com m unity Service" [Zas Fegas t?ag/e, February/March 1995, 17- 
18]; and "Confessions o f a Southern Baptist" [Zas Fegas 7?ag/e, July/August 1997, 
35-36].

58. Jim and John Hager are identical tw in brothers who were part o f the ensemble of 
country and western performers on the popular CBS variety show, Z/ee 77a w, which 
aired from June 15, 1969 till July 13, 1971. For more on the Hagers, see Z/?e Coantry 
AZas/c Eacyc7opoJ7a, by M elvin Shestack [New York, NY: Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, 1974], p. 91.

59. The former Paul's Lounge, at the tim e o f  this interview, is known as the Five-Star 
Saloon, located at 132 W est Street.

60. This is the Lahontan Reservoir, form ed by Lahontan Dam, located on U. S. Highway
50 between Fallon and Carson City, Nevada.

61. The Platters were a black rhythm & blues/rock and roll singing group, popular in the
1950s, who modeled them selves after the Ink Spots. Among the Platters' most 
recognizable hits are 7%e G reat ZTerea<Zer [1955]; Ga/y Fa a [1956], and Zw/7/'g7?t 
Z7we [1956]. The Platters' great success was due largely to their song writer, Buck 
Ram.

62. The correct quotation, as m ade by Kennedy, is, "Some men see things as they are and
say why. I dream  things that never were and say why not." With this quotation 
Robert Kennedy was paraphrasing a line spoken by the Serpent in George Bernard 
Shaw's play, 7?ac% to AZet/m-se/a/;: "You see things; and you say, 'W hy?' But 1 dream 
things that never were; and 1 say, 'W hy not?"'.

63. Nevada's first gay rodeo was held in Reno in 1976 by the National Gay Rodeo 
Association, and for the next tw elve years opposition to the rodeo by fundamentalist
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Christian and right-w ing po!iticai groups in northern Nevada made it increasingiy 
difficult to hold subsequent events. The final showdown came in 1988 when a series 
of rebuffs by the University o f  Nevada, Reno, the Churchill County Parks and 
Recreation Departm ent, the Churchill County Commission, and, finally, the Nevada 
Supreme Court, ended the N evada Gay Rodeo in northern Nevada. From 1996, the 
gay rodeo has been held in Las Vegas. It wasn't until 2004 that the gay rodeo 
returned to Reno under the sponsorship o f the High Sierra Rodeo Association. For 
more information, see "Leavitt: Gay Rodeo W ould Give Reno a Bad Image" [Law 
Fega.s M arch 26, 1981, 3]; "[Governor Robert] List: State No Gay Rodeo 
Capital" [Las Fegas Sia?, M arch 28, 1981, 1]; " 'Christian' Group Wants to Stop 
Rodeo (again); Claims 'Our Children are Threatened' " [Desert Gaze, July 1984, 5]; 
"Gay Rodeo Still On ... " [DoAe/a/aa Dag/e, September 1988, 1]; and "Facility 
Change for Gay Rodeo" [DoJ!ea!faM Dag/e, October 1988 special edition, 1-2]. The 
best description o f  the 1988 controversy is "New Tales o f the Wild West," by Robert
W. Peterson [HJvocate, M ay 23, 1989, 8-10]. Also see "Southern Nevada Gay 
Rodeo Assoc. Seeks M embers" [Las Fegas Lag/e, M arch 1992, 20] and the video 
produced for the 1998 Bighorn Gay Rodeo for a short history o f the founding o f the 
International Gay Rodeo Association [1985] and its [Southern] Nevada Gay Rodeo 
Association chapter [1992].

64. Phil Lane Ragsdale was president and founder o f  the Comstock Gay Rodeo 
Association, adm inistration o f  w hich he shared with Joe Sedlach. The gay rodeo in 
Reno began as a fund raiser for the Silver Dollar Court o f the Comstock Empire [see 
note 65]. See "Reno Gay Rodeo Cancelled for 1985 [Lewj Gaze^-JoM rna/, August 
1, 1985, 1C] and "Rodeo in Reno, But It's Private" [Veva<7a <S7<2?e JoMrM<2/, August 
19, 1977, 10].

65. Anderson here refers to the Imperial Court, an international gay charitable 
organization founded in 1965 as the Tavern Guild o f San Francisco. See "The 
Intriguing H istory o f the Imperial Court System," by Jeff Jones [Lrns Fcga.s' /?Mg/c, 
August/September 1997, 32-35].

66. The Mop Top Beauty Shop, owned by Keith M. Libby, stood at 628 Mill Street.

67. This was Dave's VIP, located at 3001 W est Fourth Street in Reno.

68. Christian Haren [February 1, 1935 - February 27, 1996] was an American actor,
model, and, near the end o f  his life, activist in the AIDS community. Haren gained 
his greatest fame in the early 1960s as the M arlboro Man, advertising Marlboro 
cigarettes in a series o f  print advertisements that emphasized a straight, "macho" 
sensibility associated w ith smoking. Haren, however, was openly gay, an irony 
noted later in the 1970s. Haren was diagnosed with AIDS in 1985, and established a 
safe sex organization for teens in San Francisco, called The Wedge. C. [Charles] 
Everett Koop [October 14, 1916 - February 23, 2013] served as the Surgeon 
General o f  the United States during the Reagan Administration in 1982-89, when 
the AIDS epidemic first appeared in the United States. Koop's response to the 
epidemic drew anger from both gay activists, who objected to his emphasis on
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same-sex acts as transm itters o f  the disease, and rehgious fundamentalists, who 
objected to his trank discussions o f  sex and his recommendation that sex education 
be taught in public schools as early as third grade.

69. Kimo's bar, located at 1351 Polk Street at Pine, notes itself as being where the 
Rainbow Flag, symbol o f  the gay and lesbian fight for equal rights, was first 
conceived. Designed by San Francisco artist Gilbert Baker, the Rainbow Flag was 
first flown in the June 25, 1978 San Francisco Gay Freedom Day Parade.

70. The hearing Anderson participated in took place on October 19, 1988.

71. Dan Hansen was a m em ber o f  the M ormon Hansen family of Reno and Sparks,
Nevada, who founded the Independent American Party [IAP] in 1967-68. The IAP is 
an extreme right-w ing, religious fundam entalist hate group who have bitterly fought 
against every gay equal rights m easure that has been proposed in Nevada. The IAP is 
allied with such similar N evada groups as the Nevada Eagle Families Forum, 
Nevada Concerned Citizens, the Coalition for the Protection of Marriage in Nevada 
and, in 1994, Lon M abon's Oregon Citizens Alliance. The main characters in the 
Hansen fam ily are Dan, his sister, Janine, and his brother, Joel, a Las Vegas lawyer. 
The IAP runs candidates in every election in Nevada for a variety of state and local 
offices, and those candidates are usually members o f the Hansen family, although 
noted right-wing zealot Lucille Lusk often runs on the IAP ticket. For more 
information on the Hansen fam ily and the Independent American Party, see 
"Lifeblood o f  the Party," by Ken W ard [Za.s City Z(/b, June 4, 1998, 14];
"Convention Held" [Zas Fegas Hev/ew-JoMrfm/, M ay 18, 1998, IB]; "Independent 
American Party in the Tw ilight Zone" [Zas Fbgo^ City Z//b, June 25, 1998, 4]; 
"Jesus Inspired Founders to W rite the Constitution," by Christopher Hansen [ZrM 
Fegag City Zi/b, August 13, 1998, 4]; "On the Fringe," by Martin Kuz [Zun Fbgn^

October 6, 1998, 1A and 4A]; and the IAP's publication, 7%e ZwJepewJcHt 
^weric#H. Dan Hansen died in an automobile accident on Interstate 80 near 
Winnemucca, Nevada, on January 22, 2002. In a cruel irony, a Good Samaritan who 
stopped to help Hansen was him self killed when he was hit by a tractor-trailer rig 
skidding across the snowy highway. See "Longtime Political Activist Hansen Killed 
in Car Wreck" [i?<?/io G<7zette-JoMrH<7i, January 23, 2002
(http://www.rgj.com/news/stories/html/2002/01/23/6533.php)].

72. Floyd's was among a small group o f  frame buildings which stands at 7350 West 
Fourth Street overlooking the Truckee River. This compound also included a gay 
bar/hotel known as the Barracks. The date and circumstances surrounding the fire at 
Floyd's are lost in time.

73. This refers to the charter o f  the Silver Dollar Court o f the Comstock Empire, Inc.

74. Bad Dolly's was a popular gay bar located at 535 E. Fourth Street in Reno, known at 
the time o f  this interview as the Stock Exchange, ft was here on Sunday, February 
27, 1994 that a fund-raiser was held by Nevadans Organized for Human Advocacy, 
Tolerance, and Equality [NO HATE] to fight the anti-gay petition initiative 
sponsored by Lon M abon and the Nevada Citizens Alliance. What made this
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fundraiser particularty notable is that the featured speakers were Nevada Governor 
Bob M iller and Las Vegas M ayor Jan Jones, both o f  whom fought valiantly against 
Mabon and the right-w ing N evada groups allied with him.

75. This was Stockm an's Arena in Fallon, owned at the tim e by David Lantry.

76. This is Gary M ilks, son o f  Cheryl M ilks, the wom an with whom, at the time of this
interview, Anderson lives.

77. Founded in Boston on D ecem ber 2, 1978, the N orth American Man-Boy Love
Association [NAM BLA] advocates legalization o f consensual sex between men and 
boys legally designated as minors. According to the pamphlet, /7?<? Aor//?
/IfHer;c<7M Maw/Boy Love [New York, NY: NAMBLA, n. d. (c. 1980)],
NAMBLA's goals "are to organize support for men and boys involved in sexual and 
other relationships with each other, and to help educate society about them." 
Because o f  its identity as a pedophilic organization, NAMBLA is a pariah among 
mainstream gay groups. N A M BLA  is also the organization most often named by 
homophobes to illustrate their argum ents against equal rights for gay people. For 
more information on the background o f NAM BLA, see "Groups Accused of 
Promoting Pedophilia" [Las FegrM 7?cv/cw-JoMrnrv/, November 30, 1984, 7A]. 
Examples o f  the salacious news coverage NAM BLA has endured since its founding 
include "Disgusting Gay Catalog: Dirty Old Perverts Sell Young Boys" [fLeeA/y 
JFcr/J Aenw, February 8, 1983, p. 6]; "W orldwide Network of Kiddie Porn" 
[AoOcna/ Exa/nm er, June 7, 1983, pp. 26-27]; and "Boys Kidnapped to Order in 
Shocking N ew  U. S. Slave Trade" [G/o6e, January 17, 1984, p. 2].

78. In Bowers vs Hardwick, on June 30, 1986, the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that not 
only the U. S. Constitution, but the precedence o f Judeo-Christian prohibitions and 
Anglo-American sodomy laws, gave states the right to forbid same-sex relations. In 
other words, while straight people were free to indulge their private sexual relations 
safe from governm ent intrusion and proscription, gay people were liable to 
prosecution. Bowers vy H ardw ick was overruled by the U. S. Supreme Court in the 
2003 decision Lawrence w  Texas [539 U. S. 558 (2003)], which overturned all such 
existing laws still extant in the United States. In its 2003 decision, the Court said, 
"Bowers was not correct when it was decided, and it is not correct today."

79. The Ice House Saloon, today known as the Spice House topless bar, stood at 310 
Spokane Street.

80. Anderson is referring to an incident he experienced at the Elephant Walk bar in the 
gay Castro D istrict o f  San Francisco during the riots following the successful 
Twinkie Defense o f  Dan W hite, the assassin o f M ayor George Moscone and gay city 
Supervisor Harvey Milk.

81. Trent Lott [b. 1941], a fundam entalist Baptist, served as U. S. Congressman in 1973-
89, then becam e a U. S. Senator in 1989. Lott is noted for his extreme right-wing, 
almost Fascist politics, particularly his virulent homophobia. On December 5, 2002, 
in a public speech made at Senator Strom Thurm ond's 100*'' birthday celebration,
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Lott made a rem ark widely interpreted as racist. The ensuing controversy forced his 
resignation as Senate Republican !eader. Somewhat defanged, Lott resigned his 
Senate seat in Decem ber 2007, reportedly to avoid having to wait two years to 
become a W ashington lobbyist after passage o f the Honest Leadership and Open 
Government Act. L o tt's  name continually is associated with various lobbying 
scandals.

82. For stories on Reno's first Gay Pride event, see "Reno Pride Draws Big Names: Reno
Festival Held June 20" [.Ro/?e7?aa77 ??Mg/e, June 1987, pp. 1 and 20] and "Reno Gay 
Pride Festival" [photo caption, Bogeyman J?Mg7e, July 1987, p. 1]. This event drew 
about 120 participants, as w ell as 30 protestors from the Nevada Pro-Family 
Christian Coalition who tried to force the city o f Sparks to stop the celebration. The 
second Gay Pride event was held on July 23, 1988 at Sparks' Cottonwood Park; 
August 19, 1989 at Cottonwood Park; an All-Community Picnic was held inl993 
and on Septem ber 18, 1994 in Sparks' Rock Park; a Pride Fest was held at Lake 
Tahoe in July 1996, sponsored by the Reno chapter o f Parents, Family, and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays. The Reno Pride Committee [RPC] was formed in 1994, and 
the first Pride event sponsored by this organization was August 22-24, 1997. The 
RPC's second Pride event was held in Reno's W ingfield Park on August 22, 1998; 
and its third, which included a parade, took place on August 21, 1999 in Wingfield 
Park. This was the event the Sisters o f Perpetual Indulgence took part in, and which 
Republican G overnor Kenny Guinn maligned.

83. The Campaign for Liberty [CFL] was formed in about February 1994 to fight the 
M/7!or;Yy ,S?a/ax a a J  C7?;'A7 /V otect/oa sponsored by the Oregon Citizens Alliance 
and its N evada counterpart, the N evada Citizens Alliance. The CFL joined an earlier 
organization, Nevadans for Constitutional Equality, and successfully defeated the 
Mwor;fy .S7a/ax an<7 C7?/7<7 /V otect/oa ^4cT See "Nevadans Rally to Defeat Hate 
Initiative" [M*gAf T?eat, February 1994, 9]; "Foes o f Anti-Gay Ballot Issue Preparing 
to Fight" [7?eHO G azette-Joaraa/, February 6, 1994, 9A]; "The Extremist Coming to 
Nevada" [Text?iaa F/x/oax q / ,SoMtt?era tVeva&t, M arch 1994, 3]; "New Coalition 
Formed to Fight Anti-G ay Initiative" [Campaign for Liberty joins Nevadans for 
Constitutional Equality] [TexT/aa F/xtiax q/* .SbatTern tVeva&f, April 1994, 11]; 
"Discrimination: N evadans Ready for Battle" [Tax Fegax Tag/e, May 1994, 12]; and 
"CFL Victory Party Set for July 8" [TexT/aa H'x;'oax q/SbatTera Aevar/a, July 1994, 
1]. Also refer to the Las V egas Gay Archives oral history interview with Rob 
Schlegel.

Reno attorney Rodney Sumpter, also the subject o f  a Las Vegas Gay Archives oral 
history interview, was involved as well in the Reno Gay Rodeo controversy, and in 
an unsuccessful challenge to N evada's sodomy law in 1985.

84. Dr. Jerry Cade, co-founder o f  the AIDS unit at Las Vegas' University Medical Center, 
is one o f the best known and m ost accomplished activists in the Nevada gay 
community. For information on Cade, see "UMC Opens New AIDS Unit" [BoTe/wia?! 
t?Mg/e, July 1987, 1 and 20]; "Dr. Jerry Named [Aid for AIDS of Nevada] Executive 
Director" [Tax Fegax T?agte, Novem ber 1989, 1-2]; "Testimonial Dinner to Honor 
Cade" [Tax Fegax Bag/e, N ovem ber 1991, 19]; "Cade's Speech Chronicles AIDS 
Care in Nevada" [Tax Fegax t?ag/e, December 1991, 22-24 and 26-? (cut off)];
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"ACLU Will Honor Dr. Cade at Awards Brunch" [Zo^ FbgrM 7?Mg/e, March 1991, 
27]; "Dr. Jerry Cade N am ed to President's AIDS Councii" [Za^ RMg/c,
December 1995, 41-42]; "AIDS Doc" [Za.s Fegas J?ev/ew-JoMrMo//5'Mw, ID and 6D]; 
"Cade Honored for AIDS W ork" [Las Vegas' first "Citizen o f the Month"] [Zay Pegas 
5MH, December 20, 1996, 17A]; "Dr. Cade Named First 'Citizen o f the Month' by 
Mayor Jan Jones" [Z<zy Pegas Z?Mg/e, December 12, 1996/January 1997, 48]; 
"Physician's Life Has Taken M any Unexpected Turns" [Za^ Pcga.s' Zcv/ew- 
JoMrMa//5't/a, February 22, 1998, 1J and 5J]; and "Doctor Waging Own AIDS 
Crusade" [Z<zy Pegax5'Ma, April 19, 1999, 3B].

85. Lee Plotkin is a prom inent political activist in the Las Vegas gay community and has 
been involved in m ost o f  its efforts and events o f the last ten years. See "Community 
Center to H onor Four Local Leaders" [First Annual Man and Woman of the Year 
Award] honors Lee Plotkin [notes Plotkin as the Public Affairs Director for Las 
Vegas Gay and Lesbian Pride Association], Dr. Lisa Bechtel, Kevin Kelly, and Lisa 
Hernandez on January 23, 1994 at the M etz nightclub [Z<r/.s* Pego.s' 7?Mg/e, January 
1994, 19]; quoted in "Desert Bloom: An Influx o f Immigrants is a Bonanza for 
Nevada's Gay Rights Organizers— But There's a Price to Be Paid as Well" [yfc/voca;e, 
March 8, 1994, pp. 31-33]; in Z*o/;f;'ca/(y <%?eaZ;?!g: Lee Plotkin was part o f the 50 
Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund group visit to the White House when the security 
police wore blue rubber gloves because the visitors were all gay [Znw FegrM Z?Mg/e, 
July/August 1995, 13]; in "Rainbow 's Z)reaw! May Come True" (quoted as president 
of the non-profit Golden Rainbow  organization) [Zo.s Pcga.v 
June 1, 1997, 1J]; in Bob Shemeligian's column: "(Andrew) Cunanan Sparks 
Memories" (Plotkin quoted on spree killer Andrew Cunanan) [Z<r/,s Fega,s' .STf!, July 
24, 1997, 1C]; in <%<e#A7Hg Ch/L "We've Come a Long Way, Baby!" (Lee Plotkin 
mentions the new CowwMnf(g M atters talk show on KLVX to which he was invited 
as part o f a panel to discuss hate crim es in Las Vegas; claims this was the first time 
an "openly gay local personality" took part in a local mainstream talk show: but he's 
wrong— Will Collins in the early 1980s, and Steve Hinkson and Lamont Downs in 
1979) [(Z-7F;7?e, A ugust 1997, 6-7]; quoted in "Behavior Policy Put on Hold" (re: 
leaving sexual orientation out o f  a sexual harassment policy for the Clark County 
School District) [Za,s Leg<r/,s' /s!ew'ew-./rjMfv;a/, December 10, 1997, 1A and 4A]; 
quoted in "Gay Student Asks for Aid in Harassment Policy" [Za,s FbgrM 5MH, 
December 10, 1997, 5A]; "7?Mg/e Columnist Lee Plotkin Receives Humanitarian 
Award Nom ination" (Las V egas Cham ber o f Commerce Community Achievement 
Awards) [Z<3.s Leg<7.s* Z?Mg/e, Septem ber 1998, 22]; in "President Clinton
Wows Community" (President Clinton addressed a fund-raising benefit in the 
Beverly Hills H ilton sponsored by ANGLE [Access Now for Gay and Lesbian 
Equality]; Lee Plotkin and a contingent o f gay men from Las Vegas attended 
[including Bob Forbuss and Stan Jenkins; Jerry Cade and Chris Khamis; Kevin Kelly 
and Kekau Rosehill; Tod Story and Michael Ginsburg; David Parks; Brett 
McFarlane; Trey Delap; Jack Novick; Jeff Smith; Michael Chambers; Gary 
Schroeder] ) [Z<zy Fegax 7?Mg/e, October 8, 1999, 14-15]; and "Grandma Loves Her 
Gay Grandson: A Letter From Bubby" [Z<zs FegrM 7?Mg7e, July 7, 2000, 10-11]. More 
recently, Plotkin's appointm ent as Executive Director o f the local chapter of the 
National Conference for Com m unity and Justice [NCCJ] inspired the Mormons and 
other homophobic groups to consider leaving the NCCJ. See "Plotkin Appointed E.
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D. o f National Conference for Com m unity & Justice" [7w.s Fegw,s' Rwg/e, September 
15, 2000, 19]; "Plotkin N am ed Local C hief o f NCCJ" [Z?ow/Jer C/7y November 
2, 2000, 9B]; "Group M em bers Losing 'Faith' in M ission" (members o f the NCCJ's 
Interfaith Council are pissed o ff  because Lee Plotkin is gay) [Z<a.s Fcga.s' /Zcv;ew- 
JoMrwa//AMW, D ecem ber 3, 2000, IE  and 5E]; and "Local Mormons Condemn Group's 
Stance On Gays" [Z<a.s- FegrM Nww, January 17, 2001, IB and 5B]. Plotkin was an 
interview subject in the Las V egas Gay Archives oral history project.

86. The February 6, 1994 edition o f  the 7?ewo Gazef?e-JoMrwa/ carried several stories 
about the Oregon Citizens A lliance, the Nevada Citizens Alliance, and the A7;'worwy

<awJ C/w7<7 .Protection Jc Z  Anderson also wrote a piece for this issue: "Gay 
America W ants Equality, N ot 'Rights' " [Pcno G'ozctte-7oMrno/, February 6, 1994, 
9A]. Anderson was often quoted and written about by the GazeJc-Joarwa/ throughout 
the anti-gay controversy. See "Nevada Gays Building New Political Power" in which 
Anderson rated local politicians on the basis o f their potential for receiving Nevada's 
gay vote [7?ewo G azette-Jdaw a/, January 9, 1994, 1A and 11A] and "Emerging Gays 
Find Fear and Rejoicing in Nevada" [Jog^nge/e-s 7wwe.y, June 16, 1994, A1 and A34- 
A35].

87. Robert "Bob" Fulkerson, at the time o f  this interview, is executive director o f the 
Progressive Leadership Alliance o f  Nevada [PLAN] whose mission statement reads, 
"PLAN'S m ission is to create m ore progressive state policies in Nevada through 
research, public education and leadership development. PLAN aims to take on 
Nevada's business-as-usual, 'm oney talks' state political structure and work for more 
effective citizen participation in state and local government." PLAN serves as an 
umbrella organization for num erous progressive groups in Nevada. More recently, 
Fulkerson, w ho's gay, spoke out against the Supreme Court-sanctioned anti-gay 
policies o f the Boy Scouts o f  Am erica. See "Local Group Plans Major Anti-Violence 
Effort" [7?ewo G(?zeMe-JoM?*M(7/, July 29, 1994, 1A] and "Boy Scout Policy On Gays 
Faces Backlash" [7a.s Leges' /?ewew-JoMrwa/AS'Mw, Sunday, January 7, 2001, ID and 
5D].

88. Randy Shi Its [1951-1994] was an openly gay journalist and author who couldn't get a 
full-time job  in the m ainstream  press because o f his politics. In 1975 JJvocwte editor 
John Preston hired him, and Shilts remained there for three years. After a stint in 
broadcast journalism , Shilts jo ined  the &?w /T*<?wcAco GArow;'c/e in 1981. Shilts wrote 
three of the m ost influential books on the gay movement: 77?e Mayor q/^CaVro Mreet: 
7%e Za'/g aw<Z 77w?e.s q/* /Tarvey A7/7A [1982]; J w J  J?<? /?aw<7 T7aye<Z Gw: Po/;7/c.s-, 
/Yqo/e, aw<7 t/?e J/ZAS' E/w<Ze?w/c [1987]; and CowJwct Gw6ccow?/wg: Ze.s6/aw.s awJ 
Gay^ iw t/?e TZ & M J/7ory [1993]. Shilts died o f  AIDS-related complications 
[C'ow/Je/e/y gweer: 77?e Gqy owe/ Ze.s6/ow Ewqyc/oper/io, by Steve Flogan and Lee 
Hudson (New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company, 1998), 505-506].

89. On Novem ber 27, 1978, form er San Francisco city supervisor Dan White, an 
outspoken opponent o f  equal rights for gays and lesbians, assassinated San Francisco 
Mayor George M oscone and openly gay city supervisor Harvey Milk in their offices 
at city hall. Though he was charged with first-degree murder, White was found 
guilty only o f  voluntary m anslaughter, based on w hat came to be known derisively
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as the Twinkie Defense— that W hite was deranged when he murdered MUk and 
Moscone because he was "high" on junk  food. The verdict sparked the White Night 
Riots o f M ay 21, 1979 when m ore than 5,000 outraged citizens, most o f them gay, 
stormed the San Francisco city hall and torched police cars. The crowds were 
disbursed shortly after 1 a. m. But w ithin a few hours, mobs o f police stormed the 
predominantly gay Castro D istrict in retaliation. These police mobs beat and arrested 
gay people indiscrim inately, and in one notorious episode, cornered crowds o f gay 
men in the Elephant W alk bar where they beat them with their nightsticks and called 
them queers. Dan White was sentenced to seven years in prison, was released after 
less than five, and killed h im self on October 21, 1985. See "San Francisco Mayor 
Slain; Ex-Official Held," [Z<33 Fbg<?.s A w , Novem ber 28, 1978, p. 1]; "Mob Hits City 
Hall After Verdict" [Fas Fegas 7?ev;'ew-JoMr?7<?Z May 22, 1979, 1A and 4B]; "Police 
Under Probe in Gay D isturbance" [Zas Fegas ^ev/ew-JoMraa/, May 24, 1979, 3D]; 
"SF Police, Hom osexuals Exchange Charges on Riots" [Za^ Fegas Si/a, May 24, 
1979, p. 3]; "Night o f  Gay Rage" [VcwsweeZ, June 4, 1979, 30-31]; "Trials and 
Tribulations" [Nan Z raacA co Cra-sanfer, June 6, 1979, pp. 2 and 16]; "Ex-City 
Official Draws Seven Years Plus" [Za3 FiegrM &/??, July 4, 1979, p. 9]; "Trial and 
Error" [J?o//a!g Ytoae, July 12, 1979, 47-50]; "The White Files" [CaZ/wwa, 
December 1983, pp. 63-69, 136, 138-40, 142-47]; "Dan White Free, Protestors in SF 
Calling for Vengeance" [Zas IVga.s* Yaa, January 7, 1984, 3A]; "Gay Outrage Over a 
Parole" [TVewsweeZ, January 16, 1984, 20]; and "SF Mayor Killer Kills S e lf  [Z<M 
Fegas Zaa, October 22, 1985, p. 1]. Also see ZZe M ayor o / CaVro 5'?roet: 77?e Z;/e 
aa<V 77we.s* o / Z7arvey AZ7Z, by Randy Shilts [New York, NY: St. Martin's Press, 
1982].

90. Rabbi M yra Soiffer o f Reno's Tem ple Sinai-Refbrm.

91. Nevada State Senator M aurice W ashington, a Republican representing Sparks, 
Nevada, is known for his socially conservative— particularly homophobic— 
attitudes. At the tim e o f  the incidents Anderson describes, David Peddicord was 
pastor o f the Grace Baptist Church in Sparks, while Randy Talcott was pastor of the 
Abundant Life Fellowship.

92. This was probably Anderson's editorial, "Gay America Wants Equality, Not 'Rights'"
[Zeno Gozc//e-./ooroo/, February 6, 1994, 9A].

93. This is the 1099 Club at 1099 South Virginia Street.

94. Richard "Dick" Kirkland, spent 25 years with the Reno police department before
successfully running for W ashoe County sheriff in 1994. Kirkland was re-elected in 
1998, and in June 2000 went to work as the director o f the Nevada Department of 
Motor Vehicles and Public Safety. One o f his more controversial acts as sheriff was 
forming inmate chain gangs, a practice he was ordered to stop. See "Kirkland Enters 
Race for S h e r if f  [7?e?7o February 23, 1994, 1A]; "Kirkland to
Retire Soon" [7?ew<? Gazette-JoMrwa/, May 25, 1994, IB]; "Reno Police Chief Wants 
It All as S h e r if f  [7?gMo G<2ze??e-JoMrM<2/, October 17, 1994, 1A and 4A]; and "Last 
Day On This Job; Richard Kirkland M oving On to DMV" [Zeno Guzette-JoMrna/, 
May 30, 2000, 1A].
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95. Democrat Jan Jones served as Las Vegas mayor from 1991 through 1998, when she 
lost a bid for governor to Republican Kenny Guinn. Always gay-friendly, during the 
1980s, as spokesperson for the Fletcher Jones automobile dealerships, Jan did a 
popular series o f  television com m ercials with noted Las Vegas female impersonator 
Kenny Kerr. Jones was the first politician to be Grand Marshall o f the AFAN AIDS 
Walk, frequently addressed local gay organizations, and declared February 12, 1998 
Freedom to M arry Day in Las Vegas. See "Madame Governor" [Los Fega^ Bag/e, 
August 1998, 10 and 14]; in "Honorarium  1999" [La.r Fega^ Bag/e, September 24, 
1999, 24, 26]; and "M ayor Endorses Same-Sex Marriages" [Ta^ Fega,s Baa, 
February 13, 1998, 7A].

96. The rally at Bad Dolly's was held February 27, 1994.

97. First elected in 1966, N evada State Assemblyman Joe Dini [Democrat-Yerington] 
served as the Assembly Speaker for eight regular sessions before handing the post to 
Richard Perkins [Democrat-Henderson] in 2001. Dini's eight sessions made him the 
longest serving Speaker in N evada History. See "New Speaker Gives Voice to the 
South" [Bag Eega,s' Rev/ew -Joaraa//Baa, February 4, 2001, IB and 5B].

98. For a story and photo o f  this event, see "Opponents o f Anti-Gay Petition Rally in 
Reno" [Reno G azette-Jaaraa/, April 2, 1994, IB].

99. This press conference took place on June 2, 1994. See "Drive On in Reno to End 
Sexual Bias" [Reno G aze^te-Joaraa/, June 3, 1994, IB]. Other articles detailing this 
effort include "Gay Rights Force W ill Seek Anti-Bias Law" [Reao GazeRe-Joaraa/, 
May 28, 1994, IB]; "Group Opens Drive for Anti-Discrimination Law" [.Spares 
7F;Baae, June 2, 1994, 1A+]; and "Path To Diversity Runs Through Legislature" 
[Reno G azeR e-Joaraa/, July 4, 1994, IB].

100. Joan Nestle [b. 1940] is a writer, archivist, educator, and activist who taught for 28 
years at Queens College, N ew  York, as an English professor. Like Anderson, Nestle 
participated in the civil rights m arches in Selma, Alabama. She also became a 
member o f  the Gay Activists Alliance after the Stonewall Riots o f 1969, was 
cofounder o f  the Gay A cadem ic Union, and cofounder o f the Lesbian Herstory 
Archives. Her controversial publications and anthologies have earned her the 
American Library Association's Gay Book Award, the Sappho Award of 
Distinction from the Astraea Foundation, and four Lambda Book Awards. For more 
information on Nestle, refer to her entry in Coa?p/e?e(y (9a<?er. 7%e Gay aa<7 
Be,s7u'an Eacyc/ope<7;'a, ed. by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson [New York, NY: Henry 
Holt and Company, 1998, pp. 414-415].

101. This confrontation occurred on April 22, 1994 in the First Southern Baptist Church 
in northwest Reno. See "Anti-Gay Petition Backer Tests Patience o f Pro-Gay 
Crowd in Reno: M ost in Audience Oppose Speaker" [Reno GazGte-Joaraa/, April 
23, 1994, IB  and 4B].
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102. The incident Anderson refers to  occurred at Reno's Clarion Hotel on Saturday, July 
9, 1994. See "NO HA TE to Protest Vucanovich's Presence at Christian Breakfast" 
[Da;7y 5par%3 ThRane, July 8, 1994, IB]; "Activist Removed from Conservative 
Political Gathering" [D at/g S]parRy 7W&MHe, July 10, 1994, 1A+]; and "Gay Rights 
Activists Escorted from A rea M eeting o f Pastors" [.Reno Gazerte-JoMrna/, July 10, 
1994, 1A]

103. Vucanovich has a gay brother, Steve Farrell; gay granddaughter, Farrell Cafferata- 
Jenkins; and gay [former] grandson-in-law . Farrell Cafferata-Jenkins and her lover, 
Caren in 2012 were plaintiffs in Sevcik vs Sandoval, a failed challenge to Nevada's 
anti-sam e-gender m arriage constitutional amendment, also known as Question 2.

104. This rally was called in response to the brutal July 8, 1994 stabbing death of
William "Bill" M etz, a gay man, by white supremacist Justin Slotto, who then 
dumped M etz's body in the parking lot o f Reno High School. See "Skinhead 
Arrested in Reno Gay M urder" [Las Fegas Rag/e, July 1994, 49-50] and "Cops: 
White Suprem acist Rilled Reno Man" [Da;7y Spares July 11, 1994, 1A].
For the anti-violence rally called by NO HATE on July 15, 1994, see "Solidarity" 
[photo caption; Reno G azette-Joarna/, July 16, 1994, IB] and "Moving Moments at 
Two Public Events," by Dennis M yers [Da;7y 6par%3 7F?RM??e, July 22, 1994, 4A]. 
Anderson also received a death threat for speaking out against the Metz killing 
["Death Threat Against Local Gay Rights Activist Received at Station" (Da;'(y 
6parAx 7FR?MMe, July 12, 1994, 1A+) and "Skinhead Arrested in Reno Gay Murder" 
(Lay Legay Rag/e, July 1994, 49-50)].

105. Jerry Falwell [August 11, 1933 — M ay 15, 2007], founder o f the Moral Majority and 
pastor o f  the Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia, was one of the 
most notorious and influential homophobes in the United States. Falwell's rabidly 
anti-gay serm ons, speeches, and publications have done incalculable harm to the 
cause o f  equal rights for gay people and helped to inspire a culture o f hatred and 
physical violence against gays. Surprisingly, then, on October 23, 1999, Falwell 
met with a gay activist group called Soutforce, led by the Reverend Mel White, who 
had been Falwell's form er ghost writer. Before coming out o f the closet in 1991, 
White was a favorite ghost w riter for the religious right, composing books for Pat 
Robertson [founder o f  the Christian Coalition in 1989], and right-wing political and 
religious zealot, O liver North. The motivation for the meeting was to express 
solidarity to end hate and violence. See "Falwell Has Heart-to-Heart With Gays 
[La.s Lega.s* Re wbw-./oawa/AS'a^, October 24, 1999, 1A-2A] and "Is Falwell 
Warming to  the Gay Cause?" [Las Fegay Ran, Novem ber 10, 1999, 15A]. Also see 
Rtra77g er a t  //?e Gate: 7b Re Gag aa<7 CArAttaa ta 4we^;'ea, by Mel White [New 
York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1994].

106. Democrat Grant Sawyer [Decem ber 14, 1918 - February 19, 1996] served as 
Nevada's governor from  1958 to 1966. A champion o f civil rights, an advocate for 
education, the environm ent, and economic diversification, he founded the 
prestigious law firm o f  Lionel, Sawyer, & Collins after he left the governor's 
mansion. Sawyer was also gay, and his orientation was an open secret in Nevada 
for many years, although to this day, few are willing to speak o f it. In 1993 he
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wrote a letter to the N evada State Legislature in support of the repeat o f Nevada's 
sodomy taw. tn  Juty that year he had a debititating stroke which is eventuatty what 
kitted him. For biographical information on Sawyer, see Hang FoogF! Gran? 
.Sawyer, a  a  /IcO'w',sV /a /6e G overnor's A7ons/'on: Fro/w Gro/ /F.story /nterv;ews w;'/6 
Gronf law y er, conJocteF  6y G ary FJ/6'off, wit/? a  Vorro6've 6y P. F. King [Reno, 
Nevada: U niversity o f  N evada Oral History Program, 1993]; "Grant Sawyer" 
[Nevada Day program  no. 1 (1986)]; "Sawyer Dies at 77" [Fas Legos Faa, 
February 20, 1996, 1A and 6A]; "Sawyer's Leadership Recounted" [Fos Legos 
Fon, February 21, 1996, 1A and 9A]; "Former Gov. Sawyer Eulogized By Friends" 
[Fas Legos Few'ew-JoMraa/ASaa, February 25, 1996, IB and 8B]; "Governor Who 
Knew H ow  to Hang Tough" [Fas Legos Fevfew -Joaraa/, May 2, 1999, 45 and 47]; 
and the Las Vegas Gay A rchives oral history interviews with Marge Jacques, 
Albert "Bert" Hood, and Dr. Jerry Cade.

107. R & R Advertising, founded in Las Vegas, Nevada in 1974 by Sig Rogich, is the 
most prestigious advertising firm  in Nevada and, through R & R Partners, one of 
the most influential political consulting and m arketing firms in the nation. Billy 
Vassiliadis, at the tim e o f  this writing [2011], is R & R's chief executive officer.

108. Virginia Cain, who retired in 1986, was the wife o f  esteemed University o f Nevada, 
Reno Dean o f  Education, Edm und Cain. Virginia herself has been a noted activist 
as a member o f  the N evada League o f  W omen Voters, the American Association of 
University W omen, the PTA, the Governor's Commission on the Status o f Women, 
and the advisory board o f  the Sanford Center for Aging at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. She w as also vice chairman o f the Nevada Democratic Party. In 
1984 Cain successfully sued the W ashoe County School District for sexual bias. 
See "Cash Aw ard for Teacher in Sex Bias Case" [Peno GozeFe-JoMrno/, September 
11, 1984, ID] and "Area Seniors W ork to Stay Fit, Active Into Next Century" 
[Peno GozePe-Goorno/, January 1 ,2000, 2A],

109. This is the N evada Eagle Forum, the Nevada chapter o f Phyllis Schlafley's national 
Eagle Forum. The Eagle Forum  is politically right-wing, fundamentalist Christian, 
homophobic, and involved throughout the country in anti-gay efforts.

110. On October 6, 1998, gay University o f W yoming student Matthew Shepard was 
beaten, burned, tied to a fence outside Laramie and left to die by Russell Henderson 
and Aaron M cKinney 6ecaM.se he was gay. Shepard lived on life support until 
October 12, and his death fueled grief, demonstrations, and memorial services 
across the U nited States. Shepard him self became a martyr to the gay movement 
and an illustration o f the need for tougher hate crime laws. Shepard's death inspired 
an award-winning play, F6e Foronoe Prq/ecf [2000] and a made-for-cable TV film, 
^nofomy q / o F7ofe Crone, broadcast January 10, 2001 on MTV. See "Gay Student 
Attacked" [Fos Legos' Non, October 9, 1998, 3A]; "Gays Up in Arms Over Death of 
Student" [Fos Legos Non, October 12, 1998, 3A]; "The War Over Gays" [F?7ne, 
October 26, 1998, 32-36, 38-40]; "The Lost Brother" [4Jvocofe, November 24, 
1998, 26-30, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41]; and B/oo<F & 7eors: Poe/nsybr A7ott6ew 5%e/7or<f, 
ed. by Scott Gibson [New York, NY: Painted Leaf Press, 1999].
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111. Dan Hansen testified against passage o f  Assembiy BiH 3 H —Nevada's empioyment 
non-discrimination iaw— on M arch 10, 1999. His testimony reads, in part, "AB 311 
is clearly fascist. AB 311 is clearly reverse slavery. ... We don't need more Fascism. 
... We don't need special rights for Sodomites. ... " [ZegA/a7;ve 77;Vory o/Y47? 377 - 
7999, Exhibit 1]

112. 777C Gr%/%/? 57?ow was a popular comedy o f  the 1960s about widowed sheriff
Andy Taylor in the fictional tow n o f  M ayberry, North Carolina. The first episode 
was broadcast on CBS on O ctober 3, 1960, the last on September 16, 1968. The 
best adjective to describe v4w(7y Gr/^%7: is

113. For biographical information on Ben Felix, founder o f  A Rainbow Place, Reno's gay 
and lesbian com m unity center, see "Fate Leads Ex-Dancer to Role at Gay 
Community Center" [7?eMO Gaze77e-JoMrwa/, July 22, 2000, IE  and 3E]. Also refer 
to the Las Vegas Gay A rchives oral history interview with Felix.

114. Mark A. Jam es, born in 1959 in Eugene, Oregon, served as a Nevada State Senator 
in 1993-2002. James, a Republican, fought eloquently against Nevada's anti-same- 
sex marriage constitutional am endm ent in 2000-2002.

115. Openly gay Congressm an Jam es Kolbe [R-Arizona] was trotted out by the
Republican Party at its 2000 national convention as an example o f its new diversity. 
Kolbe, however, addressed the audience about international trade, not gay issues, 
and members o f  the Texas delegation removed their cowboy hats, bowed their 
heads to pray for the "sin" o f  Kolbe's homosexuality, and held up a sign which read, 
"There is a way out." [7,a,s .Saw, August 2, 2001, 11A; Mew Tor/c D7wg.s*,
January 26, 2001, A1 and A16]. Interestingly, another openly gay Republican 
legislator from Arizona is Representative Steve May, a "recovering Mormon" who 
outed him self on the floor o f  the Arizona legislature in February 1999 during 
hearings on a bill that w ould have forbidden state government to pay benefits to gay 
partners o f  state em ployees. M ay was also a Reserve lieutenant in the U. S. Army 
which claim ed that M ay's outing him self violated the military's D on'7 Ts'A, Dow7 
7L7/ regulation. For tw o years the military tried to discharge May who fought the 
attempt, claim ing he identified h im self as gay in his elected, civilian capacity rather 
than as a m em ber o f  the arm ed forces, and that by the time the army called him 
back to duty, his private life had been public record for three years. In September 
2000 a panel o f  three Army colonels in California unsuccessfully recommended an 
honorable discharge. On January 15, 2001, the army announced it was dropping its 
pursuit o f  M ay's discharge in return for an agreement from him not to extend his 
term o f service when it expired in the spring. [7Vew September 18,
2000, A14; 7Vew Lbr% January 16, 2001, A16; January 19, 2001,
29 and 37; February 2, 2001, 25]

116. Nevada State Senator Dean Rhoads [R-Tuscarora], a founder o f the ill-fated 
Sagebrush Rebellion, was first elected to the legislature in 1976. For more on 
Rhoads and his involvem ent with the Sagebrush Rebellion, see "Rhoads to Seek 
Office Being Left By [Roy] Young" [7VevaJa 57#7e 7oarwo/, January 26, 1976]; 
"Leader Sees Sagebrush Rebellion Going to High Court" [7?gwo Gazettc-Joarwa/,
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Carson/Douglas edition, February 10, 1995, 4B]; and "Rhoads wants to Ensure 
Rural A reas Adequately Represented" [Feno G<32e??e-JoM7*Ha/, August 17, 2000, 
4B+]. For information on the Sagebrush Rebellion, see Forty Feor.s m t/ze 

by James Hulse [Reno, NV: University o f Nevada Press, 1986 (Nevada 
Studies in History and Political Science No. 22), pp. 50-55].

117. Famed Republican political consultant Harvey LeRoy "Lee" Atwater [February 27, 
1951 -  M arch 29, 1991] advised Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. 
Bush, and served as Chairm an o f  the Republican National Committee. What passed 
for A tw ater's "aggressive strategy" was, in fact, a strategy o f ties, obfuscation, 
racism, and the politics o f  personal destruction.

118. Margaret W hiting [July 22, 1924 - January 10, 2011], was one o f the nation's most 
popular singers through the l94Os-5Os, although her career stretched into the 21st 
century with perform ances in cabarets and jazz clubs [see "Whiting Remains 
Wistful, Come Rain or Come Shine" in the New lo r^  77w?&s, April 3, 2001, B3]. 
Whiting's m entor was com poser Johnny M ercer who, in 1942, co-founded Capitol 
Records, and signed W hiting to one o f the com pany's first recording contracts. 
W hiting's rendition o f  ̂  Free m F?e M eaJow was number 1 on the Billboard charts 
for 23 weeks in 1948.

119. The A%3w/:<2rmf? F ram /er is a vocal singing group first established in 1969, whose 
early retro style and song list often harked back to the 1930s and '40s. The name of 
the group comes from the title o f  a 1925 novel by John Dos Passos. The Transfer 
has had three line-ups in its history: 1969-71; 1972-78; and 1978-present [2011].

120. Smokey and Dee's Family Restaurant stood at 301 Kietzke Lane.

121. Joe DiM aggio [1914-1999], one o f baseball's greatest players, was known as Joltin' 
Joe and as the Yankee Clipper. As so many sportsmen and athletes do, DiMaggio 
became a bonafide "Am erican Hero," and included among his most heroic acts a 
brief m arriage to film  star M arilyn Monroe. DiM aggio joined the New York 
Yankees in 1936; was named to the Baseball Hall o f  Fame in 1955; and has been 
noted as the best player in the history o f the game.

122. Arnold Palm er [b. 1929], is the w inner o f over 90 major golf tournaments. He was 
named Athlete o f  the Decade in 1969; was recipient o f the Bob Jones Award; was 
named to the W orld G olf Hall o f  Fame; and is the author o f several books on 
golfing.

123. Babe Ruth [real name, George Harmon; 1895-1948] played for the Boston Red Sox 
inl914-1935. Between 1926 and 1931 he averaged 50 home runs a year. He played 
in 10 W orld Series and was the highest paid player o f his era. His career record of 
714 home runs stood until broken in 1974 by Hank Aaron.

124. Tom Brokaw [b. 1940] is a popular television broadcast executive and journalist. 
His m ost noted assignm ents include NBC's White House correspondence, 1973-76; 
host o f the 7o<7qy ,SV?mv, 1976-82; anchorman and editor of the AFC A7gMy ATw.v,

211



1982-2004; and, at the tim e o f  this writing, serves as Speciat Correspondent for
NBC New.

125. Both M artin Luther King, Jr. and his father preached at the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church.

126. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated by James Earle Ray on April 4, 1968, 
while standing on the balcony outside his room at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The Lorraine today is the National Civil Rights Museum.

127. Civil Rights leader Julian Bond [b. 1940] was founder of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee in 1961. He served in the Georgia House of 
Representatives, 1965-75; in the Georgia State Senate, 1975-87; and is president 
emeritus o f  the Southern Poverty Law Center. Since 1998 he's been chairman of the 
board o f  directors o f  the N A ACP [National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People].

128. Hank Aaron [b. 1934], a noted Black baseball player who desegregated the Boston 
Braves when he jo ined the team  in 1954. Aaron's 715th home run in 1974 broke 
Babe Ruth's record o f  714.

129. Willie M ays [b. 1931] was known as the "Say Hey Kid," for his habit of saying, 
"Say, Hey!" when he greeted people. He played for the New York [later San 
Francisco] Giants in 1954-73. He was named to the Hall of Fame in 1979, and his 
7,095 put outs remains a career record.

130. Jeffrey Leonard [b. 1955] has played for the Dodgers, Astros, Giants, Brewers, and 
Mariners. His nicknam es include Hack Man for his aggressiveness at the plate, and 
Penitentiary Face for his perpetual scowl.

131. 1. Chili Davis [real name, Charles Theodore, b. 1960], a native o f Kingston, 
Jamaica, has played for the Giants and the Angels. 2. Mike Krukow [b. 1952], at 
6'5", is one o f  the tallest players in baseball. Krukow has played for the Cubs, 
Phillies, and Giants. 3. Scott Garrelts [b. 1961], was named best member of the 
Giants Bull Pen in 1984-88. 4. Atlee Hammacker [b. 1958] is nicknamed the 
Hammer. H is career for the Royals and the Giants has been plagued by arm and 
shoulder problems. 5. Bob Brenly [b. 1954] has played for the Giants and the Blue 
Jays. He was the Giants' starting catcher in 1984-87.

132. 1. Dwight Gooden [b. 1964] is known as Doc or Doctor K. He played for the Mets, 
was named Rookie o f  the Y ear in 1984, and was given the Cy Young Award in 
1985. In 1987 he entered a drug rehabilitation program. 2. Darryl Strawberry [b. 
1962] is nicknam ed the Straw M an. He joined the M ets in 1983, and that same year 
was named Rookie o f  the Year. He was AH Star in 1984-85, and is noted for his 
big, looping swings. 3. N olan Ryan [real name Lynn Nolan, b. 1947] is known as 
The Ryan Express. The first baseball player to receive a million dollars a year, 
Ryan has played for the M ets, Angels, Astros, and Rangers. He's the game's all-time
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strike-out leader, and was nam ed AH-Star ptayer in i972, i973, 1975, 1977, 1979,
1981, 1985, and 1989.

133. Lawrence Peter "Yogi" Berra [b. M ay 12, 1925] is a former American League 
Baseball pitcher, outfielder, and manager, whose 19-year career [1946-1965] was 
spent alm ost entirely with the New York Yankees. Berra was Most Valuable Player 
in 1951, 1954, and 1955; A ll-Star in 1948-62; and was named to the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1972. W idely believed to be the greatest catcher in American baseball 
history, Berra is equally fam ous for his malapropisms and fractured English. 
Several o f  his quotations have become part o f  American argot: "It ain't over till it's 
over." and, "It's deja vu all over again."

134. Clinton Daniel "Dan" Gladden [b. July 7, 1957] is a former major league baseball 
player, working today [2011] as a radio broadcaster. Known as "The Dazzle Man," 
Gladden's baseball career lasted from 1979-1994.

135. Bruce M acgowan is a Bay A rea sports announcer whose freelance broadcasts, at the 
time Anderson is speaking about, were carried by more than 30 major radio 
networks. It was with M acgow an that Anderson used the air name, "Eddie Cola."

136. Vida Blue [b. 1949] played for the Oakland A's, the Giants, and the Royals. He was 
Most Valuable Player in 1971, received the Cy Young Award in 1971, and was All- 
Star in !9 7 l, 1975, 1978, and 1981. Plagued with drug abuse problems, he served 
prison tim e and was suspended from baseball for cocaine use. He retired in 1987.

137. The Gay Gam es are an international gay and lesbian athletic event held every four 
years, modeled on the traditional Olympics, first held August 28 - September 5,
1982. Originally called the Gay Olympics, in 1982 the U. S. Olympic Committee 
secured a court order preventing the Gay Olympics from using the word 
"Olympics." A  5-4 decision o f  the U. S. Supreme Court in 1987 affirmed that order, 
despite there being a host o f  other Olympic events the Olympic Committee had 
never taken issue with— the Special Olympics, Police Olympics, Senior Olympics, 
etc. [C'o???/?/c^/y ()??ee?*: 77? <y Gr?y and* 7,c.s6?7?/r E?7cyc/o/?e^?r?, by Steve Hogan and 
Lee Hudson (New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company), pp. 236-238].

138. Rock Hudson [1925 -1985] was a major American film star, the epitome of romantic 
masculinity. He was also gay, and his death from AIDS on October 2, 1985 raised 
awareness o f  the disease and challenged gay stereotypes [Co???/?/ete/y 0??eer: 77?e 
Gay <rva<7 LasTVaa Encyc/ope<7?'a, by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson (New York, NY: 
Henry Holt and Company, 1998), 295-296].

139. Ryan W hite [December 6, 197! - April 8, 1990] contracted AIDS through blood 
transfusions for his hem ophilia. W hen word o f  his condition spread, the good 
Middle Am erican citizens o f  the small Indiana town where White lived harassed the 
child out o f  school and burned his house down. Ryan became a national symbol for 
the mindless fear and bias AIDS patients faced in the early and mid-1980s. For 
more on Ryan's life, see 7?yw? U7??Ŷ , My Gw?? Mo?y [with Ann Marie Cunningham; 
New York: Dial Books, 1991].
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140. This was Robert Irsay [M arch 5, 1923-January 14, 1997].

141. Harry Jupiter [d. M arch 31, 2005] was a sports columnist for the Fr<rvHc7.sco 
C7w*oM;'c/e.

142. Peter U eberroth [b. 1937] was a millionaire travel agent who served as 
Commissioner o f Baseball in 1984-89. He was noted for increasing team owners' 
revenue through television contract negotiations and marketing schemes that 
encouraged corporate support o f  baseball. He cracked down on players who used 
cocaine, and was accused o f  collusion against free agency by players.

143. Pete Rose [b. 1941] played for the Reds, the Phillies, and the Expos. He was Rookie 
o f the Year in 1963; A ll-Star in 1965, 1967-71, 1973-82, and 1985; and Gold Glove 
in 1969-70. He is the career leader in hits [4,256], singles [3,215], at-bats [14,053], 
and games played [3,562]. In 1989 he received a lifetime suspension from baseball 
from Com m issioner Bart Giamatti for being in massive debt to gamblers and for 
betting on his own team. For m ore on Pete Rose, see Pete Po.se: A7y ,S7ory, by Pete 
Rose and Roger Kahn [New York, NY: M acmillan Publishing Company, 1989]; 
7/M.s//e: 7%e A7y/A, T//e, ow / ZTe.s o /  Fete Po.se, by Michael Sokolove [New York, 
NY: Simon and Schuster, 1990]; and CoPA/on a? //ow e P/a?e: 7%e G've.s- q/'Pete 
Pose oo<7 P o rt G/owo/P, by Jam es Reston, Jr. [New York, NY: Edward Burlingame 
Books, 199)].

144. Nevada's Question 7, passed overwhelmingly by voters in November 1990, 
preserved Nevada's existing abortion laws, and forbade the legislature from 
changing them  without a popular vote. A  Nevada woman may obtain an abortion 
for any reason in the Erst 6 months o f  her pregnancy, and in the last three months 
to save her life or preserve her health. For a good article on the Question 7 fight, 
see "Gambling on Choice," by L. Fraser in %w/ty PaA, February 1991, p. 13+.

145. Molly Yard [July 6, 1912 — September 21, 2005], one of the most noted liberal 
activists in the United States, was born the daughter o f a Methodist missionary in 
China. Active in every area o f  civil and political rights since she was in college, 
Yard was a confidante o f  E leanor Roosevelt; successfully fought accusations of 
being a com m unist during the M cCarthy era o f  the late 1940s; and served as the 
president o f  the National Organization for Women [NOW] in 1987-90. Yard came 
to Nevada in support o f  Question 7, and was interviewed on Eddie Anderson's radio 
program.

146. Mylan Hawkins was the N orthern Nevada coordinator for Question 7's Campaign 
for Choice. Hawkins was also a former chairman of the Anne Martin Women's 
Political Caucus, which was formed to encourage qualified Nevada women to run 
for political office and to encourage their efforts. At the time o f this interview, 
Hawkins is director o f  the N evada Diabetes Association for Children and Adults, 
and is the Developm ent D irector for the Reno Office o f Habitat for Humanity. See 
"Nevada Fem inists ... " [Pe??o G azePe-Joarna/, July 19, 1983, 1C]; "Reno-Area 
Costs Take Toll On N onprofit Home Builder" [Peno GazePe-JcM???a/, February 9,
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1997, 1A]; and "Dealing w ith Diabetes" [Reno GozeMe-Jonmo/, November 7, 2000, 
1A].

147. Bobbie Bell was a N orthern N evada activist and friend o f Anderson's involved in 
Nevada's Question 7 in 1990-91.

148. Attorney Sam Belford was legal advisor for the Question 7 campaign.

149. "Pro-Life" Andy Anderson [Charles F. Anderson (1927-2011)] was a notorious 
religious bigot and anti-abortionist who drove a Volkswagen around northern 
Nevada with a big fetus on the roof to emphasize his point. He and Eddie Anderson 
[no relation] had been acquainted since the early 1970s when both were janitors at 
St. M ary's Regional M edical Center. The attack incident Eddie Anderson recounts 
occurred at Reno radio station KH!T on October 22, 1990 after Eddie had finished a 
broadcast commentary inferring that Jesus was gay. Andy Anderson was found 
guilty o f battery in M arch 1991 and sentenced to community service. See "Abortion 
Foe Punches Reno Talk Show Host" [Reno Gozef?e-JoMrno/, October 23, 1990, IB]; 
"Pro-Life Andy Anderson Turns H im self In, But Cops Won't Take Him" [Reno 
G azette-Joaraa/, Novem ber 10, 1990, IB]; and "Abortion Foe Guilty in Attack" 
[Reno Gazette-JoMfv?a/, M arch 23, 1991, 1A].

150. RU-486 is popularly known as the M orning After Pill. Produced in France, RU-486, 
taken the morning after sex, prevents conception. Anti-abortionists have 
successfully prevented the pill's wide distribution in the United States, although it 
has been available for some tim e to those who can afford prescriptions. In 2000, the 
Food and Drug Adm inistration [FDA], under the Clinton Administration, approved 
RU-486 for over-the-counter distribution, although the George W. Bush 
Administration, because o f  its political and financial debt to the religious right, has, 
at the tim e o f  this interview, been "reviewing" the FDA's decision.

151. Democrat Barnett "Barney" Frank was first elected to represent Massachusetts in the 
U. S. House o f  Representatives in 1980 and retired at the end o f his term in January 
2013. He came out o f  the closet in a M ay 30, 1987 RoVon G/o&e interview. 
Democrat Dianne Feinstein [b. 1933] was president o f the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors when M ayor George M oscone and fellow Supervisor Harvey Milk 
were assassinated on N ovem ber 27, 1978. She was appointed acting mayor, then 
served as m ayor in 1978-88. In 1990 she was the Democratic nominee for 
California governor, and in 1992 was elected U. S. Senator. While generally gay- 
friendly, she cannot always be depended upon to support equal rights for gay 
people— in December 1982, as mayor o f San Francisco, she vetoed a bill 
authorizing domestic partnership benefits for city employees. [Con?p/efe(y (9neer: 
77?e Gqy one/ Z,e,s'6/on Encyc/ope<Ro, by Steve Hogan and Lee Hudson (New York, 
NY: Henry Holt and Com pany, 1998), 224-225, 656]. Democrat Barbara Boxer [b. 
1940] was elected U. S. Senator from California in 1993.
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152. Bryant Gum bel [b. 1948], is a noted news broadcaster. He served as co-host of 77?e 
7oJoy <S7?ow in 1982-97, and became the host o f CBS's LLe Lbr/y <S7?ow in 1999- 
2002. He received Em my awards in 1976 and 1977.

153. Rush H. Lim baugh III is a right-w ing radio talk show host whose fanatically 
conservative tirades have an audience o f millions. His approach is not measured 
and deliberate or supported by reasoned arguments, but is loud, condescending, and 
contemptuous. It was Lim baugh who coined the term Lew/MazA for women who 
struggled for equal rights. He's the author o f  a number o f best-selling books, 
including LLe ILay L/nngs OagL/ to t?e [New York, NY: Pocket Books, 1992] and 
<S*ee, 7 7oM  Ib a  [New York, NY: Pocket Books, 1993]. He's also been the target 
of parody— see A"?/.s/? L/wLaagL A a  7?/g Fa/ LL/a/ aa<7 O/7?er D6.serva//o/r.s, by A1 
Franken [New York, NY: D elacorte Press, 1996].

154. Laura Schlessinger, like Rush Limbaugh, is a darling o f the religious right and 
political conservatives. The approach she takes in her radio talk show and 
syndicated column, while not often as contemptuous and ridiculing as Limbaugh's, 
is just as self-righteous, condescending, and sarcastic. She claims the perspective of 
Orthodox Judaism, and has been noted for her "blunt style and eat-your-vegetables 
values." She manifests this by calling people who phone her show stupid, selfish, 
liars, cheaters, and sluts. She insists on being called Dr. Laura, although her degree 
is in physiology, not psychiatry, and while she is quick to give sometimes brutal 
advice to others, her own background belies the family values she seeks to impose 
on everyone else: she is divorced, enjoyed pre-marital sex, gossips, and is estranged 
from her sister and mother. Schlessinger is particularly known for her angry and 
vicious attacks on hom osexuality and gay peoples' struggle for equal rights. See 
"Wit, Values Put Dr. Laura On Top o f the Airwaves" [La^ Legos .Son, August 25, 
1998, 2D]; "Radio's M orality Cop Lugs Heavy Baggage" [Los Legos C;7y 7//e, 
September 3, 1998, 6]; "Gay M an Finds Disappointment While Shopping for 
Religion" [Los Legos STor, August 24, 1998, 6C]; "Homosexuality May Not Be 
Cause to 'Celebrate' " [Los Legos J?MM, July 27, 1999, 2E]; "Health Professionals 
Turn Into Advocates for Gays" [Los Legos Yoo, December 28, 1999, 2E]. 
Schlessinger's books include Leo L'/op/J 77o'ogs ILoweo Do 7b Mess Dp LLe/r L/ves 
[New York, NY: HarperPerennial, 1995] and Dow CooM Loo Do LLo/? LLe 
/!6(b'co//on o / C7?o/*oc/er, Cooroge, oo<7 Cowsc/eoce [New York, NY: HarperCollins 
Publishers, 1996]. In Decem ber 2010, Schlessinger gave up her syndicated radio 
show after controversy surrounding her bitter use o f  a strong o f racial epithets when 
responding to a call-in from an African-American woman.

155. StopDrLaura.com was an Internet website established in the spring o f 2000 to 
protest Paramount Pictures' deal with Laura Schlessinger to produce a television 
show. As soon as the deal was announced, opposition formed and Paramount was 
deluged with complaints from such groups as the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation [GLAAD]; the Hum an Rights Campaign [HRC]; Parents, Families and 
Friends o f  Lesbians and Gays [PFLAG]; People for the American Way; the 
National M ental Health Association; the National Organization for Women; and the 
National Conference for Community and Justice. Unmoved, Paramount debuted 
Schlessinger's show on Septem ber 11, 2000, ignoring protests at the gate o f their
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Los Ange)es studios, and dem onstrations at te!evision stations across the country. 
The point o f  the dem onstrations was twofold— anger at Laura's contribution to the 
cuiture o f  hate against gay people in the United States, and anger at Paramount's 
venality in approaching the Schlessinger show as a means to make money at the 
expense o f  an entire class o f people. W hether the demonstrations and 
StopDrLaura.com  w ebsite w ere truly effective, or whether Schlessinger simply 
didn't w ork as well on television as radio and print [her last newspaper column 
appeared July 11, 2000] is open to debate. Nevertheless, despite offering a pale 
apology to gay people for her homophobic remarks [Mew ybrA 7n??ey, October 11, 
2000, A18; Fronhery , O ctober 27, 2000, 29], she lost most o f her major sponsors 
within a few weeks, Canada banned the show as hate speech, and most U. S. 
television stations exiled it to late, late night where the audience was greatly 
diminished. Counting its effort at raising public consciousness successful, 
StopDrLaura.com w as dism antled in January 2001. Paramount ended up losing 
millions on Schlessinger's show, which was finally canceled on March 29, 2001. 
See "Is Any Publicity Good Publicity? Dr. Laura is About to Find Out" [Toy Fegoy 
Foo, M arch 15, 2000, 6E]; "Dr. Laura Purges W ebsite of Anti-Gay Hate Speech" 
[Lag Fbgoy IFeeT/y, M arch 16, 2000, 10]; "Radio Static: A Proposed Dr. Laura TV 
Show Outrages Gay Activists," by Lynette Rice [FoMMomweot IFeeA7y, March 17, 
2000, 22-23]; "Shrinking Support: GLAAD Joins Call to Stop 'Dr. Laura' After 
Schlessinger Recants 'Apology' to Gays" [Fronhery, March 31,2000, 32]; 
"Pouncing on Paramount" [Froohery, April 14, 2000, 14]; "Hundreds Protest Dr. 
Laura TV Show" [Tey^;oo Mews, April 2000, 22]; "Canada: Talk Show Host Faces 
Censorship" [Mew TorT Fuwey, M ay 12, 2000, A8]; "Advertisers Shun Talk Show as 
Gay Protest Gains Power" [Mew EcrT Fowey, M ay 19, 2000, A22]; " 'Abusively 
Discriminatory': Canadian A gency Rule Schlessinger's Anti-Gay Comments Violate 
Broadcasting Standards" [Mew TorT Fowey, May 22, 2000, C17]; "Is Dr. Laura a 
Victim o f 'L ib e ra l Hysteria'?" [Toy Fegoy Foo, June 22, 2000, 11A]; "Radio Host 
Appeals to Listeners as Protest Led by Gay Groups Cuts Into Advertising" [Mew 
LbrA Fowey, July 24, 2000, C2]; "Radio Psychologist Speaks Out Against Dr. 
Laura" [Toy Legos Fev/ew-./oMrooFFoo, August 13, 2000, 9K]; "Away From Radio, 
Dr. Laura Seems to Lose H er Edge" [Toy Legoy Foo, August 28, 2000, 6E]; 
"Where's the Fanfare for 'Dr. Laura'?" [Los ^4oge/ey F/'wey, September 9, 2000, D1 
and D10]; "Dr. Laura M akes TV Debut" [Toy Fegoy Fon, September 12, 2000, 8B]; 
"Morality Bytes" [Frootfery, September 29, 2000, 18-19, 26]; "Dr. Laura's 
Dilemma: Schlessinger Issues Plea as More Stations Exile Talk Show to Wee 
Hours" [Fronh'ery, N ovem ber 8, 2000, 34-35]; "Graveyard Shift: CBS Bumps 'Dr. 
Laura' to Late, Late N ight W hile Philadelphia Dumps Show Entirely" [Fronhery, 
Novem ber 24, 2000, 36-37]; "Poor Performer: LoMe/y Puts Paramount's 'Dr. Laura' 
Loss at Seven Figures" [FrooOery, January 5, 2001, 26]; and "Time to Move On? 
StopDrLaura.com Dism antles Its Site, But Battle Continues" [Froohery, February 
16, 2001, 34]; "Dr. Laura Falls Victim tithe Thought Police" [Lay Legoy ??ev;'ew- 
JoMr??o/, April 12, 2001, 9B]; "Dr. Laura Blames Everyone Else For Television 
Demise" [Toy L?goy Foo, April 13, 2001, 18E]; "Down the Tubes: Schlessinger TV 
Show Canceled, Gay A ctivists Jubilant" [Froohery, April 27, 2001, 22].

156. Tyrone Smith was a prom inent southern Nevada gay activist. He was a co-founder 
of the Lam bda Business and Professional Association; organized the first gay
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demonstration on the U niversity o f  Nevada, Las Vegas campus for Nationai 
Coming Out Day; and founder o f the host committee that took over the Generic 
Biack & W hite Party from  private individuals, an event that supports the food bank 
for Aid for AIDS o f  N evada. In 1998, Smith left Las Vegas to study chiropractic 
medicine n San Francisco. See "Members Give LGAU [Lesbian-Gay Academic 
Union] High M arks in Recent Survey," by Tyrone Smith, vice-president o f LGAU 
[Za.s* Lega.s* Z?Mg/e, January 1990, 7]; in yfMMtee .Soc/a/: Tyrone Smith organizes first 
gay demonstration on the UN LV campus for Nationai Coming Out Day [Zos Fbga^ 
J?MgVe, Novem ber 1991, 12; pix p. 36]; in 6bc;a/: Tyrone Smith opens Q B
Creative Services [Za.s H?gax Z?Mg/e, December 1992, 17]; "600 Attend Black & 
White Generic Party" (Tyrone Smith noted as chairperson with Gary Orchard) [Zos 
Tegas 7?ag/e, Septem ber/O ctober 1993, 13-14 (pix)]; in "Center Elections are 
January 23; Five Chosen for Honorarium" [Za^ Lega,s /?ag/e, January/February 
1997, 4]; biography in "Honorarium" [Zas Fega^ 7?ag/e, June/July 1997, 20, 22-24]; 
in v4aafee .Sbc/a/: Sm ith left Las Vegas to study chiropractic medicine in San 
Francisco [Zas Fbgas 7?ag/e, A ugust 1998, 75].

157. This look was known am ong gay men in the 1970s as the Castro Clone.

158. James W eston joined the Reno police department in 1973. He served as Deputy
Chief in 1991, and as C hief in 1995. Weston resigned from the department in 1996 
when he failed to negotiate a new  contract w ith job security. See "Cops Want 
Weston" [/?eao G azette-Jow aa/, September 18, 1996, 1A and 6A]; "Weston: No 
Security, No Deal" Gaze/fe-./oaraa/, September 19, 1996, 1A and 7A];
"Reno N arrow s Field in Search for New Police C h ie f  [.Reno Gaze//e-./oaraa/, 
February 15, 1997, 1A]; and "Reserved in Demeanor, Weston Wants His Chance to 
Be S h e r if f  [Z^eaa Gaze/te-Joa/*aa/, April 3, 2000, 6A+].

159. Cleve Jones [b. 1954] is a political activist and founder o f the Names Project. 
During a candlelight AIDS vigil outside a U. S. government building on November 
27, 1985 Jones suggested protesters bring pieces o f  paper inscribed with the names 
of their loved ones who had died o f  AIDS to post on the building's facade. It was 
then he conceived the idea o f  a quilt commemorating AIDS victims. Cleve himself 
completed the first piece o f  the AIDS quilt on February 20, 1987. The Names 
Project AIDS Quilt has since become one o f  the most enduring and eloquent 
reminders o f the AIDS epidem ic; portions o f the quilt are displayed throughout the 
country at rallies, protests, m arches, and in commemoration o f World AIDS Day in 
December. See Cowp/e/e/y (Jaecr. 7%e Gay awe/ Zc.sZ/aw Zhcyc/o/7e<Z'a. by Steve 
Hogan and Lee Hudson [New York, NY: Henry Holt and Company, 1998, pp. 317 
and 407-408]; "Quilt Project to Begin in Las Vegas" [Z<zs Leg<r/.s- 7?Mg/e, January 
1990, p. 1]; "Names Project in Full Swing" [Z<zs Fbga^ /?Mg/e, May 1990, p. 23]; 
and "Reflections on the N am es Project Quilt" [Za.s Lega,s f?Mg/e, November 1992, p. 
6]

160. Randy Shi!ts' book, yfa<Z tAe Z?aM<V ZVaye<Z Ow [1987], was produced by Home Box 
Office as a television film in 1993.
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161. Do/ag 7aae On AZhp/e DOve is a 1992 made-for-television movie describing the 
hidden dysfunction o f  the Carter family, which includes son, Matt, a closeted gay 
man who attempts suicide under the pressure o f  keeping his orientation secret from 
his conservative parents.

162. Baldini's Casino in Sparks stands at 865 Rock Boulevard.

163. Evelyn Moore and her husband, Don, were founders of Reno's PFLAG [Parents, 
Family, and Friends o f  Lesbians and Gays] chapter. For information on Reno 
PFLAG, see "PFLAG Offers Support to Reno Gays and Their Friends, Families" 
[J?eao Grvze??e-./oaraaZ October 11, 1997, IE  and 6E].

164. Democrat Mike Dukakis [b. 1933], served in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives in 1962-70, and then as Governor o f Massachusetts in 1974-79 and 
1983-91. He ran an unsuccessful presidential campaign against George Bush, Sr., 
for president in 1988.

165. Las Vegas gay activist and real estate broker, Judy Corbisiero, was one of the most 
effective and outspoken activists who fought for repeal of Nevada's sodomy law in 
1993. She served as co-chair o f the 1991 Desert & Mountain States Gay and 
Lesbian Conference, co-chairm an o f  Nevadans for Constitutional Equality in the 
1994 fight against the M inority Status and Child Protection Act, and was founder of 
the short-lived Nevada Herstorical Society. For more information on Corbisiero, 
see v4aa?ee 5oc;'a/: "Corbisiero noted for her part in repeal o f the sodomy law" [Za.s 
Fegrn /?ag/e, June/July 199, 3, 14]; "Oregon's Mabon Attacks Nevada Civil Rights" 
[Zas Lega,s- Z?Mg/e, February 1994, 5-6, 8]; quoted in "Desert Bloom: An Influx of 
Immigrants is a Bonanza for N evada's Gay Rights Organizers— But There's a Price 
to Be Paid as Well" [yf<Zvocate, March 8, 1994, 31-33]; "NCE [Nevadans for 
Constitutional Equality] Ready to Help Battle 'Oregon Initiative'," by Judy 
Corbisiero [Za^ Lega.s' Z?Mg/e, M ay 1994, 11]; and her interview conducted for the 
Las Vegas Gay Archives oral history project.

166. 7ro// is a derogatory term  for older gay men. GZ/cZea is a derogatory term used to 
describe very young gay men. A Ga*cZea ZawZ is a man attracted to men much 
younger than himself, while a G acZea/a' ?ro//, as coined here by Anderson, more 
specifically describes older gay men attracted to young gay men.

167. Ann Richards [September 1, 1933 -  September 13, 2006] served as the outspoken, 
liberal, and pragm atic governor o f Texas in 1991-95. She was defeated in 1994 by 
George W. Bush.

^  ^  ^
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186-87x2,202x74,207x95 

Jot Travis Student Union [University of 
Nevada, Reno]: 66 

Jupiter, Harry: 139, 214x141

KBET Radio [Reno, NV]: 123, 126, 128 
Kelly, Kevin: 56, 117, 120, 172, 99x57 
Kennedy, Edward "Ted": 47, 53, 197x49 
Kennedy, Jacqueline: 89-90 
Kennedy, John F.: 17-18, 20-21, 23, 111, 

155,189x17,18 and 20,190x23 
Kennedy, Robert: 35-36, 42, 61, 155, 

196x42,200x62
Kennedy, Robert, Jr.: 168 [photo]
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KKBC Radio [Carson City, NV]: 124 
KLAV Radio [Las Vegas, NV]: 147-148, 

152-153
Kline, John: 1-2
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[see Sev$ik vs Sandoval]
Mary Graham Hall [Lathrop, CA children's 

home]: 6-8, 9 
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2O8nlO4

Mondale, Walter: 169
Moore, Donald and Evelyn: 166, 172-173, 

2l9nl63
Moore, Kimberly: 172 
Mop Top Beauty Shop [Reno, NV]: 63, 

2OOn66
Mormons [see LDS Church]
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