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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Plotkin, Lee, 1959-
Title: Lee Plotkin Papers
ID: MS-00518
Date [inclusive]: 1955-2006
Physical 1 Linear Feet (1 box)

Description:
Language of the English
Material:
Abstract: The Lee Plotkin papers document Plotkin's political work and

associations as an LGBT activist and spokesman for the Las Vegas
gay community, and include correspondence, press releases,
copies of his columns, institutional and legislative documents,
brochures, fliers and other ephemera from 1955 to 2006.

Preferred Citation

Lee Plotkin Papers, 1955-2006. MS-00518. Special Collections and Archives, UNLV Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Biographical Note

Born July 8, 1959 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, LGBT activist Lee Plotkin emerged as the de facto
spokesman for the Las Vegas gay community in the mid-1980s after coming out of the closet

in 1977. Plotkin was an effective public voice of the community for more than two decades. In
addition to serving as the community's media point man, Plotkin had positions with the Southern
Nevada Association of Pride, Inc., Golden Rainbow, Aid for AIDS of Nevada, and the Campaign

for Liberty. Plotkin worked as a lobbyist in the 1993 repeal of Nevada's sodomy law. In 1994, he
successfully helped the Campaign for Liberty defeat an anti-gay initiative petition effort mounted
by the Nevada Citizens' Alliance. He also helped organize local demonstrations of National Coming
Out Day. Additionally, he wrote political commentary for the Las Vegas Bugle, Q-Tribe, and Las
Vegas CityLife. Twice honored at the Gay and Lesbian Community Center's annual Honorarium,
Plotkin also served as executive director in Nevada of the National Conference for Community and
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Justice and was appointed by Nevada Governor Kenny Guinn to a three-year term on the Nevada
Equal Rights Commission.

A Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Lee Plotkin Papers document Plotkin's political work and associations as an LGBT activist and
spokesman for the Las Vegas gay community, and include correspondence, press releases, copies
of his columns, institutional and legislative documents, brochures, fliers and other ephemera from
1955 to 2006. The papers document Plotkin's positions with the Southern Nevada Association of
Pride, Inc., Golden Rainbow, National Coming Out Day, Aid for AIDS of Nevada, and the Campaign
for Liberty. Additionally, they include information on his time as executive director in Nevada of
the National Conference for Community and Justice and his appointment by Nevada Governor
Kenny Guinn to the Nevada Equal Rights Commission.

1959 Lee Plotkin born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1968 Plotkin moved with his family to Las Vegas,
Nevada

1977 Plotkin came out of the closet

1993 Plotkin worked as a lobbyist to repeal
Nevada's sodomy law

1994 Plotkin worked with the Campaign for Liberty

to defeat an anti-gay initiative by the Nevada
Citizens' Alliance
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Arrangement Note

Materials are arranged alphabetically by subject and then chronologically.
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Administrative Information

Access

Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights

Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated by Lee Plotkin in 2006. Accession number 2006-021.
Processing Note

Material was processed by Dennis McBride in 2006. In 2014, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden revised and enhanced the collection description to bring it
into compliance with current professional standards.
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Names and Subjects

» Gays - Nevada -- Las Vegas

» Community activists -- Las Vegas (Nev.)
* Gay liberation movement

* Gay rights

* Gay community

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers
Campaign for Liberty
Correspondence, press releases, notes, etc., 1994 box 01 folder
01

Minority Status and Child Protection Act, 1994
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Minority Status and Child Protection Act: press, 1994
Political Action Committee registration form, April 7, 1994
Strategy, 1993-1994

Columns, 1994-1996

Correspondence: Fitzpatrick, William P., 1994-1995

Gay Pride, 1993

Gay Pride: mayoral proclamation, 1993

Gay Pride, 1994-1996

Harassment policy: Clark County School District, 1998-2002

Homophobia
Cameron, Paul, 1993-1994

Christian Resistance, approximately 1990s

Dane, Tony, 1996

Ephemera, February 7, 1996

Family Research Institute, 1994

Focus on the Family, 1996

Independent American Party: Hansen family, 1992-1994
Kasich, John, approximately 1990s

Knapp, George: outing controversy, 1998

Lau, Cheryl, 1994
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Leavitt, Myron, 1981
Luxor Hotel Casino, 1995
Muncy, CS: UNLV Westboro Baptist Church demonstrations, 2001
Nevada Concerned Citizens, 1994
Ombudsman News Service: Edwards Sr., Robert J., 1994
Police Managers and Supervisors Association, Inc., 1997
Sobel, Jeff: arrest and suicide, June 1996
Westboro Baptist Church: news releases, 2002-2003
Las Vegas: Gay "Las Vegas New Times", June 24, 1993
Letters to the editor, 1994-1996

National Coming Out Day

National Coming Out Day, 1993

National Coming Out Day: national press kit, 1993

National Coming Out Day, 1994

National Coming Out Day: Wet 'n' Wild controversy, 1995
National Coming Out Day, 1996

National Coming Out Day: UNLV police email incident, 1998

Organizations

Aid for AIDS of Nevada (AFAN): bylaws, 2001
Delta Lambda Phi, 1995

Golden Rainbow: articles of incorporation, 1987
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box 01 folder
44

Golden Rainbow, 1989 box 01 folder
45

Golden Rainbow, 1995 box 01 folder
46

Golden Rainbow, 1996 box 01 folder
47

Golden Rainbow: Worden, Shelia C. embezzlement, 1996 box 01 folder
48

Metro Ministry, 1994 box 01 folder
49

Nevada Foundation, 1996 box 01 folder
50

Simply Equal Las Vegas, 1995 box 01 folder
51

Southern Nevada Association of Pride, Inc. (SNAPI), 1995 box 01 folder
52

People

Acthenberg, Roberta, 1995 box 01 folder
53

Gingrich, Candace, 1995 box 01 folder
54

Jones, Alvin C., 1955 and 2006 box 01 folder
55

Koetsier, Richard, 1994-1996 box 01 folder
56

Melfi, Sue, 1996 box 01 folder
57

Mixner, David, September 15, 1996 box 01 folder
58

Parks, David, November 7, 1996 box 01 folder
59

Red Wing, Donna, 1994 box 01 folder
60

Personal, 1993-2000 box 01 folder
61

Politics

Politics, 1992-1996
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Assembly Bill 606: sexual orientation as a circumstance inviting added
penalties for crimes, 1995

Clinton, Bill: pro-gay resume, 1996

Media list, 1996

Presidential inauguration, January 20, 1997

"QVegas" candidate endorsement committee, 2004

SB 139: sexual orientation as an aggravating circumstance inviting the

death penalty for murder, 1995

Publications: "I Think I Might Be Gay... Now What Do I Do?" in Happy by
Choice: A brochure for young men, approximately 1990s
Publications: "Ralston Report", 1994

Same-sex marriage

Same-sex marriage, 1994-1999
Same-sex marriage, 2000
Same-sex marriage: California and Proposition 22 (Knight Initiative), 2000

Senate Bill 466, sodomy repeal
Assembly vote, June 14, 1993

Press, 1993

Senate committee on the judiciary minutes, May 24, 1993

Support, 1993

Survey of US sodomy laws, August 1994

Same-sex prostitution (see "Political Speaking" column January 28, 1995),
1994

First anniversary fundraiser, June 16, 1994

White House meeting, June 13, 1995
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