SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
l ]l\]l !&/ AND ARCHIVES

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Guide to the Ron Lawrence Collection of
1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs

This finding aid was created by UNLV Special Collections and Archives staff. This copy
was published on March 27, 2026. Please contact special.collections@unlv.edu for
questions regarding this collection.

Persistent URL for this finding aid: http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1b490

© 2026 The Regents of the University of Nevada. All rights reserved.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Box 457010

4505 S. Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, Nevada 89154-7010
special.collections@unlv.edu



http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1b490
mailto:special.collections@unlv.edu

Guide to the Ron Lawrence Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs

Table of Contents

SUMMATY INFOIMATION ...cuivrieicirieicirecirieereeietsee sttt s s bbbt ss sttt se e s ssnsssnns 3
SCOPE ANA CONLENTS NOTE ...ttt bbb s se b s e s ssa s ssessssssssessssssssnsssns 3
AYTANZEIMEIIT ..ottt sttt sttt s b s et s b b et et s b et b s b e b e et e b e b e et st sbeneatnns 4
Administrative INFOrMATION .....c.ocvvcevvineerieirireciriecree ettt sasessssasesessesssessssssssssssssssns 4
RELATEA MATETIALS ...ceovuerieicireicieieeeireiiei ettt e s esstnes 5
NAMES AINA SUDJECLS ..evieieiieiriecinieieireeistsee ettt ass s st se b s s s s sessssssassbessssessssssssnsessns 5
COLLECHION INVEIEOTY  ..vovueriieeiriieeirieisiseeisieie et tsesess s ssasssssssssssssessssssssessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 5

- Page 2 -
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Summary Information
Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.
Creator: Lawrence, Ron, 1944-

Title: Ron Lawrence Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs
ID: PH-00154

Date: 1980
Physical 0.10 Cubic Feet (1 folder (shared box))
Description:
Physical 0.10 Linear Feet
Description:
Language of the English
Material:

Abstract: The Ron Lawrence Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo
Photographs consists of 87 35mm color slides of the 1980
National Reno Gay Rodeo which took place August 1-3, 1980, in
Reno, Nevada. The images are presumably taken by Lawrence.
Images show different events such as bronc riding, calf roping,
and barrel racing. Also included are views of spectators sitting in
the stands, dancing, and preparing for events.

Preferred Citation

Ron Lawrence Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs, 1980 August. PH-00154. Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada. http:/n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1h490

A Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Ron Lawrence Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs consists of 87 35mm color
slides of the 1980 National Reno Gay Rodeo which took place August 1-3, 1980, in Reno, Nevada.
The images are presumably taken by Lawrence. Images show different events such as bronc
riding, calf roping, and barrel racing. Also included are views of spectators sitting in the stands,
dancing, and preparing for events.
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Arrangement

Materials remain as they were received.

A Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note

Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights

This material is made available to facilitate private study, scholarship, or research. The
donor, Ronald Lawrence, transferred all right, title and interest they had in the Ron Lawrence
Collection of 1980 Reno Gay Rodeo Photographs (PH-00154) to UNLV. However, some material
may be protected by copyright, trademark, privacy, publicity rights, or other interests not
owned by UNLV. Users are responsible for determining whether permissions are necessary
from rights owners for any intended use and for obtaining all required permissions.
Acknowledgement of the UNLV University Libraries is requested. For more information,
please see the UNLV Special Collections policies on reproductions and use or contact us at
special.collections@unlv.edu.

Acquisition Note

Materials were donated in 2008 by Ronald W. Lawrence; accession number 2025-036.

Appraisal

Acquired by Su Kim Chung, curator, as part of UNLV Special Collections and Archives holdings
in Las Vegas LGBTQ history. All material that formed the original gift has been retained.

Processing Note

In 2025, Sarah Jones accessioned the collection, rehoused the material, and wrote the finding aid
in ArchivesSpace. Slides 0154_0025 and 0154_0069 were blank and intentionally left out of the
inventory.
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Related Materials

Related Collections

The following resources may provide additional information related to the material in this
collection:

Dennis McBride Photograph Collection, approximately 1904-2018. PH-00263. Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada. http://
n2t.net/ark:/62930/f11449

Reno Gay Rodeo Collection, 1977-1988. MS-00503. Special Collections and Archives, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada. http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1ts40

Ron Lawrence Photograph Collection, approximately 1980-1994, 2013. PH-00424. Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada. http:/n2t.net/ark:/62930/f10953

Ron Lawrence oral history interview, 1997 June 22. OH-01070. Oral History Research Center,
Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las
Vegas, Nevada.

A Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

* color slides
» Gay rodeos -- Nevada -- Reno
* Gay community

* Rodeos
Collection Inventory
Title/Description Containers
Calf roping event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0001) box folder
SH-084 01
Individuals carrying various flags inside the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 box folder
August (0154_0002) SH-084 01
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Calf roping event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0003)
Barrel racing event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0004)

Individuals gathered inside the arena before flags parade: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0005)

Two men stand in the center of the arena talking, one is holding rope: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0006)

A man appears to be thrown off his horse while others are seated on horses
in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0007)

Two men holding and wrestling a cow in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0008)

Two people dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0009)

Out of focus image of a shirtless man clapping his hands: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0010)

Individuals carrying various flags on horses inside the arena: 35mm color
slide, 1980 August (0154_0011)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0012)

A rider holds his hand in the air, possibly after a successful roping event:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0013)

Four individuals stand inside the arena, one is in costume: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0014)

People walking through a parking lot, two people kiss in the center of the
frame: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0015)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0016)
Person dressed in white rides carrying the American flag through the arena:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0017)

Rodeo clown hat leads a horse through the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0018)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0019)
Partial view of crowd and individuals inside the arena: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0020)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0021)

Silhouette of person on a horse in foreground, view of grandstand with signs
and crowd in the background: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0022)
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Women on a horse holding rope in arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August
(0154_0023)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0024)

Individuals on horseback gathered inside the arena before flags parade:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0026)

Individuals gathered inside the arena before flags parade: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0027)

Rider carries blue and yellow "Reno Gay Rodeo" flag through the arena:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0028)

Rider carries red flag with unidentifialbe logo through the arena; others
carrying flags are off to the side: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0029)

Clowns and others in costume are in center of arena performing with a
horse: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0030)

Barrel racing event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0031)
Man sits on a horse in the shade, waiting to enter arena: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0032)

Individual on horseback waiting inside the arena for flags parade: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0033)

Individuals on horseback gathered inside the arena for flags parade: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0034)

Individuals on horseback gathered inside the arena for flags parade: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0035)

Rider carries Canadian flag through the arena; others carrying flags are
standing behind: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0036)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0037)
Partial view of arena from the top of the grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0038)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0039)
Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0040)
Cow riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0041)

Calf roping event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0042)

Cow riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0043)
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Dancers performing in the arena with band in background: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0044)

Unidentified man shirtless on horseback in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0045)

Protester outside the event carrying "If we confess our sins, God will forgive
us" sign: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0046)

Individual on horseback carries blue flag with unidentifiable logo through
the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0047)

Individual on horseback carries green flag with unidentifiable logo through
the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0048)

Protester outside the event carrying "If we confess our sins, God will forgive
us" sign: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0049)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0050)

Band performing and marching through arena: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0051)

Individuals on horseback gathered inside the arena for flags parade: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0052)

Band performing and marching through arena: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0053)

Two individuals in grandstand performing musical instruments for crowd:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0054)

Two men wearing cowboy hats wait at the edge of arena in between events:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0055)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0056)

Man swearing skirt and headpiece (likely a costume for arena performance):
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0057)

Four men gathered together talking inside the grandstand: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0058)

Barrel racing event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0059)
Silhouette of person on a horse in foreground, view of grandstand with signs
and crowd in the background: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0060)

Rodeo clown carries flag through the arena, others carrying flags on horses
in background: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0061)

Two people dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0062)
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Mr. and Ms. Fresno Gay Rodeo, dressed in white, with blue sashs stand
talking to an unidentified individual: 35mm color slide, 1980 August
(0154_0063)

Man wearing "Mr. National Gay Rodeo" sash sits on top of a car inside inside
the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0064)

Two men sit in an open convertible car inside the arena, one wears a "Mr.
Fresno Gay Rodeo" sash: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0065)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0066)

Two people dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0067)

Two people dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0068)

People dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0070)

People dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0071)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0072)

View of Sundowner Hotel and Casino and Eldorado Casino in Reno, Nevada,
looking northwest: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0073)

Clowns and others in costume are in center of arena performing with a
horse: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0074)

Calf roping event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0075)

Individual in costume in center of arena performing with a horse: 35mm
color slide, 1980 August (0154_0076)

Clown in costume in center of arena performing with a horse: 35mm color
slide, 1980 August (0154_0077)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0078)

Two individuals, one in costume, exchange something in the center of arena:
35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0079)

Mr. and Ms. Fresno Gay Rodeo, dressed in white, with blue sashs stand
talking to an unidentified individual: 35mm color slide, 1980 August
(0154_0080)

View of the crowd in grandstand: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0081)

Mr. and Ms. Fresno Gay Rodeo, dressed in white, with blue sashs stand
talking to an unidentified individual: 35mm color slide, 1980 August
(0154_0082)
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People dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide, 1980
August (0154_0083)

View of hotels in downtown Reno, Nevada: 35mm color slide, 1980 August
(0154_0084)

Two people dancing together at rodeo barn dance event: 35mm color slide,
1980 August (0154_0085)
Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0086)

Bronc riding event in the arena: 35mm color slide, 1980 August (0154_0087)
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