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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Longwell, Chester R. (Chester Ray), 1887-1975
Creator: Longwell, Irene

Title: Chester Longwell Photograph Collection
ID: PH-00311

Date [inclusive]: approximately 1910 to 1930
Physical

Description:
1.76 Cubic Feet (25 hanging folders, 1 oversized box, 1 flat file) 

Physical
Description:

3.80 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Chester Longwell Photograph Collection consists of 608
black-and-white photographic prints dating from approximately
1910 to 1930. The images primarily depict the Longwell family's
excursions in the Southern Nevada region, primarily to Mount
Charleston, Nevada. Also included are images of Southern
Nevada mines and mining towns, as well as Pubelo Grande de
Nevada, the Lost City. The remaining images depict geological
formations and features, as well as forestry and nature scenes in
Nevada and Arizona.

Preferred Citation
Chester Longwell Photograph Collection, approximately 1910-1930. PH-00311. Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Geologist Chester Ray Longwell was born on a farm in Ralls County, Missouri in 1887. He began
his education in a one-room schoolhouse and later attended high school in Quincy, Illinois,
where he graduated with honors in 1904. He attended the University of Missouri from 1912 to
1916, beginning his study of geology in his junior year. Graduating with a Bachelor of Science
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degree in 1915, Longwell completed his Master's degree the following year before heading to
Yale University to study structural geology. America's entry into World War One interrupted his
doctoral education. During the war, Longwell served in the army as an artillery officer and saw
combat in France.
After the war Longwell returned to Yale, where the subject of his doctoral dissertation was the
geology of the Muddy Mountains of southern Nevada; this foray into Southern Nevada would
become much of his life's work. After earning his doctorate in geology in 1920, Longwell was
appointed to the faculty at Yale. He later held an appointment as associate geologist for the United
States Geological Survey.
From 1921 to 1928, Longwell did fieldwork throughout Clark County, Nevada, a challenging
physical environment with few inhabitants. While in the field, he recorded the geology and data
on vegetation and weather in field notes, drawings, and photographs. When not studying he wrote
short stories set in the area.
Longwell enjoyed a long and distinguished career at Yale; among many other offices and honors,
he served as president of the Geological Society of America from 1949 to 1950. After an early
first marriage ended in divorce in 1931, Longwell married Irene Moffat in 1936; the couple had
two daughters and a son. In 1956, Longwell retired from Yale and the couple moved to Palo Alto,
California. Stanford welcomed him to its Earth Sciences faculty where he continued his geology
research. Over his career Longwell wrote more than one hundred articles and books on geology,
including the undergraduate text Physical Geography, co-authored with Richard Flint, which was
the standard textbook used in introductory geology classes at colleges and universities for more
than a decade. Longwell pursued his research well into retirement, delivering a lecture just before
his sudden death on December 15, 1975 at the age of 88.
Source:
"Chester R. Longwell: In Memorium," Biographical Memoirs, Volume 53 National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America, National Academy Press, Washington DC, 1982, pp.
248-263. Accessed September 20, 2019, https://www.nap.edu/read/576/chapter/10
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Scope and Contents Note

The Chester Longwell Photograph Collection consists of 608 black-and-white photographic prints
dating from approximately 1910 to 1930. The images primarily depict the Longwell family's
excursions in the Southern Nevada region, primarily to Mount Charleston, Nevada. Also included
are images of Southern Nevada mines and mining towns, as well as Pubelo Grande de Nevada, the
Lost City. The remaining images depict geological formations and features, as well as forestry and
nature scenes in Nevada and Arizona.

- Page 4-



Guide to the Chester Longwell Photograph Collection
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Arrangement

Materials remain in original order.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were doanted by Irene Longwell in 1975; accession number 75-303.

Processing Note
In 2020, as part of an archival backlog elimination project, Ryan DiPaolo wrote the finding aid
and entered the data into ArchivesSpace.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Chester R. Longwell Professional Papers, 1886-1974. MS-00017. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Names and Subjects

• photographs
• Mount Charleston (Nev.)
• Mines and mineral resources
• Geology -- Nevada

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Photographic prints, approximately 1910 to 1930 (0311_0001-0311_0608)
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